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The ideology, wenilcstations and practice of racisw and aparthei are elements
absolutely inconsistent with the internsl and foreign policies of the Czechoslovak
staite, The Czechoslovel Constitution as well ag other relevent Czechoslovak laws
and regulations contain precise provisions uhich exclude the existence and practices
of the poligy of racism and apartheid. Avticle 3C of the CUzechoslovak Constitution
stinulates that "all citizens have equal vishts and duties® vhereby it explicitly
stresces thot the Constitution guarentecs such eguality to the citizens regardless
of their nationaliby and race. Of course, such emphasized inadmwissibility of any
national and racial discrimination is cxermlary and the principle laid down in
article 20, mara 1, of the Constitution is penerally applicable, which means thst
any discrimination for reasone cother than national and racial is neither permitted.

The equality ol citizons, as declared in and guaranteed by the mrovision of
article 20, para L, of the Constituvtion, covers all sceial contacts including {family
relations as wvell as the entire public life and legislation in the Czechoslovak
Socialisb Republic, It means, avove all, that the citizens of the Czechoslovak
Socialict Renublic enjoy equal political rights. This is explicitly stated in
article 2, para 3, of the Constitutional Act on Czechoslovak Federation which reads
ag follows: '"The politicael rights of citizens and the guarantees of btheir exercise
are the same in fthe whole territory". All citizens also enjoy equal social rights
guaranteed in articles 21 and 22 of the Comstitution.

ot only is the equality of citizons embedied in lave but it is also actually
miaranteed by the social and economic system in the Gzechoslovalr SBocialist Republic
vhich, in accordance with article 20, para 4, of the Constitubtion, provides equal
nossibilities and opportunities to all citizenc in all spheres of social life,

;/ The initial report submitted by the Covernment of Czechoslovakia
{r /Ch A/lZTT/ﬂoa 6) uns considered by the Groun of Three at its 1978 session.
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Legal protection against discrimination is provided especially by section 198
of the Penal Code, wiiich declares the defaming of a nation, race or conviction as a
cripinal act, and also by cection 196, para 2, which, inter alis, maekes punishable
the use or a threat of violence against a gvoun of inhabitants or an individual
bacause of their nationality, race, rveligion or becaunze they are vithout confession

etn,

The equality of mincrities in the Czechoslovaic Socizlist Republic is guarantesd
both by the whole Constitutional Act on Czechoslovak Federation No 143/1968 and by
she Constituticnal Act on the Skatur of Waticnalities in the Czechoslovak Soclalisd
Republic No 144/1968 which, inser alia, statos that the appurtenance of a citizen to
any nationaliby cammo® prejudice his or her conduct in political, economic and
socinl life,

Citizens of a nationaliby which does not constituve en ethnical group are granted
equal rights and duties by articlie 30 of the Constitution of the Czechosliovalk
Socialist Republic,

& detsiled information on the Czechoslovak legislative arrangements which
corraapond to articles II, IV and IX vag glven by the Czechoslovek Sccialist Republic
in its latest report on the imvlenmentation of the Convention submitted in 1976.

The Czechosloval Socialist Republic has for years adhered to and is an active
componient of the internaftionzl eflforts aimed at eradicating all forms of racien
incluvding its worst offshool - the theory and practice of spartheid. Czechoslovakia
vvas among the [irst countrics to hecome a State narty to the Convention., However,
already prior to the Convention the Czechocloval legal regulations and the basic
principies of the Czechoslovak foreign policy procluded racism and gpartheid from
originatiag in the tcrritory of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic or from finding
Czechoslovak supwort ot vhalever part of the world they wmight have emerged,

Czechoslovakia promctes all efforte aimed at making the Internmational Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apsrtheid a universal document. On
each occagion it stresscs the ivperative need for signing, ratilying or acceding to
the Convention by those Stales that, through their extensive political, military,
econoric or other forms of assistance, help prolong the existence of the moncbrous
systom of apartheid in South Africa and in the tevritory of Namioio.

The efforts exerted by the United Naotlons for wany ycors and designed to
cradicate racism and aparbheid in certain pacts of bthe world {ind great understanding
and support of the Czeclhoslovak people. The Unechoslovak nublic, through a broad
acbuerk of the mase medisz, ic provided vith a detailced information on the
menifestation of racism and avaitheid throughout the world including the reasons for
them., X4 is ¢ result of the liarxist-Teninist ~ducation of bthe children and youth
that racial prejudices of any kind are unknown Lo Czechnoslovak citizens., In
contrast, Czechosiovalk citizens fesl natural solidarity with the nations struggling
for freoedom, indeperndence, asciuat the manifestations of racisr, apartheid, zionism,
Conzeguently, the policy ol lhe Czechoslovak Government deazigned to provide
solitical, maberial and moral support to bthe respeciive notional liberation
wovoments in South Alvrics and Wamibia, warch fighf lor frecdow and independence of
their peonle, is strongly uchcld by Crecheslovals citizons.



D/CN.2/1983/24/A84.5
page 3

Czechoslovalia, as & recent member of tho United Nations Seourity Council and
an old member of the Decolonization Committee, has never spared any elforts so that
the United Wations Organizetion and all ifs commetent bodies adopt expedient and
effective measures agalinst the mozt flagront neglector of all recognized fimdamental
international norms, against the Government of South Africa. In the mentioned
United Nations bodies and also on other occasions Czechoslovakia has resolutely
demanicd and is going to demand also in future that sanctions be imposed by all
States of the world on the racist regime of South Africa. Czochoslovakia maintains
no contacts with the ra ist regime of Scuth Africa. Upon the United Wations appeal,
the Goverrnment of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has boroken all its diplomatic,
economic, cultural and other contact:s with Scuth Africa as long ago ag 1963,

At verious internaiional fora dealing with the guestions of human rights
Czechoslovakia is strongly advocating that the policies of those regimes vhich put
inte practice raciem and apartheid should be the subJect of »rimary and thorough
consideration. The policy of racism and ol ite most dishonest form - the gpartheid
finds i%s exprossion in a massive, rough and systematic trampling down of the huuman
rights of innocent people. It is pursued by the Goverument of South Afyica on the
basiz of guestionable racial theories in ovder to preserve the privileged status of
the vhite minority. The mobtivation of prolfit is zlsc one of the reasons why the
Governments of some Vestern countries maintain an all-round co-operation with the
regive of South Africa and thus help preserve this inhumane policy of gpartheid
directed against the non-white population of South Africa and Namibia.

Therefore, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is of the opinion that any
violation of the sanctions imposed on South Africa is a hostile act against the
United Nations and advocates the adoption of other effective measurcs conducive to
a definitive eradication of the nolicy of racism and apartheid,



