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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m.

Agenda item 109: Advancement of women
(continued) (A/C.3/54/L.13,L.15and L.17/Rev.1)

Draftresolution A/C.3/54/L.13: Traditional or customary
practices affecting the health of women and girls

1. Ms. Tahzib-Lie (Netherlands), introduced draft
resolution A/C.3/54/L.13 on behalf of the sponsors and
noted that Algeria, Barbados, Belarus, Brazil, Burkina
Faso, Colombia, Céte d'lvoire, Cuba, Egypt, Georgia,
Guinea, Honduras, Irag, Madagascar, Mongolia, Nigeria,
Republic of Moldova, Saint Lucia, Sri Lanka, Swaziland,
Ukraine and Uruguay joined in sponsoring the draft
resolution. For the third year in arow the Committee had
beforeit adraft resol ution onthe subject, and sheexpected
that, asinthepast, it would be adopted without avote. The
sponsors hoped that its adoption would contribute to the
elimination of the practices condemnedinit, particularly
female genital mutilation; that would indeed be an
important step towardstheimprovement of the statusand
health of women, gender equality and the empowerment
of women. Sherecalled that the General Assembly would
review progress made during its special session entitled
“Women 2000: gender equality, devel opment and peacefor
the twenty-first century”.

Draft resolution A/C.3/54/L.15: Improvement of the
situation of women in rural areas

2. Ms. Otgontsetseg (Mongolia) introduced draft
resolution A/C.3/54/L.15 on behalf of the sponsors and
noted that Benin, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kyrgyzstan and Sri
Lankawishedtojointhe sponsors. Referring to thereport
of the Secretary-General on the improvement of the
situation of women in rural areas (A/54/123), she noted
that women contributed on average morethan 70 per cent
of thelabour necessary for food productionin sub-Saharan
Africa, accounted for approximately 50 per cent of
agricultural productionin Asiaand playedadominantrole
infishingandagricultureinthePacificregion,theMiddle
East and North Africa. The Secretary-General had also
pointed out that the role of women in agriculture had been
greatly under-reported and that new comparative studies
should be undertaken. The sponsors hoped that the draft
resol ution would be adopted by consensus as in the past.

Draft resolution A/C.3/54/L.17/Rev.1: Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women

3. Ms. Eckey (Norway) introduced draft resolution
A/C.3/54/L.17/Rev.1 on behalf of the sponsors and said
that Bhutan, Cyprus, Guatemal a, Kyrgyzstan, New Zealand
and Slovakiawished to join the sponsors. Her delegation
welcomed progress made in the implementation of the
Convention, in particular the adoption by the General
Assembly of the Optional Protocol to the Convention and
hoped that the draft resolution would be adopted without
avote.

Agenda item 107: Crime prevention and criminal
justice (continued) (A/54/3, A/54/69-E/1999/8 and
Add.1, A/54/289, 340, 368 and 417; A/C.3/54/2;
A/C.3/54/L.3,L.4,L.5and L.6)

Agenda item 108: International drug control
(continued) (A/54/3, A/54/186, A/54/293-E/1999/119,
A/54/314-5/1999/942 and A/54/368; A/C.3/54/L.7)

4.  Mr. Kazykhanov (Kazakhstan) said that organized
crime and drug trafficking, aided and abetted by
corruption, posed a serious threat to humankind.
Flourishinginternational criminal activity washaving an
adverse effect on relations between States and no State
could alone eliminate that scourge, which recognized no
borders. Cooperation must therefore be universal and the
United Nationshad amajor roleto play inthefight against
organized crime.

5.  Hisdelegation was convinced that an international
convention against transnational organized crime would
bean effectiveinternational legal instrument for Member
States in their common struggle, and he hoped that
preparatory work would be completed by 2000. The
additional protocols to the convention must become an
effective mechanism to complement the activities
undertaken by Statesto suppressthe most dangeroustypes
of offence. The Tenth United Nations Congress on the
Preventionof Crimeandthe Treatment of Offenderswould
giveapowerful impetusto the efforts of theinternational
community tocombat crimeand definestrategicdirections
for the twenty-first century.

6. Recognizing that crime and drug trafficking were
threatening democratization and liberalization, the
President of Kazakhstan had stated that the fight against
corruption and tax evasion was one of the most important
tasks ahead. The State Anti-corruption Commission and
the Ministry of State Revenues had been granted wide-
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ranging powers for that purpose; the new Criminal Code
and other legislation, developed in accordance with
international standards, formedthelegal basisfor theanti-
crime activities of national law enforcement bodies.

7. It was essential to strengthen international
cooperation in the area of the prevention and elimination
of corruption. Measures to combat the corruption
associated with organized crime must be included in the
draft convention against transnational organized crime.
Theworkshop on combating corruptionto beorganizedin
conjunction with the Tenth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
would be awelcome and timely event.

8.  Action to combat violence against women was one
of the priorities set out in his Government’s policy to
advancethestatusof women. It wasencouragingto seethat
the problems of crime and criminal justice were being
examined from agender perspective, asillustrated in the
Secretary-General’ sreport on the elimination of violence
against women (A/54/69-E/1999/8). The workshop on
women in the criminal justice system during the Tenth
Congresswould providevery useful practical information
concerning crimes committed by women.

9.  Organized crime currently threatened regional as
well asinternational security and the Declaration on the
Principles Guiding Relations among the States Members
of theConferenceonInteractionand Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA), contained in document
A/54/368, adopted on 14 September 1999, had stressed the
need to strengthen cooperationin social fieldssuch asthe
fight against drug trafficking, drug abuse and organized
crime. The participantsat the Summit of Heads of State of
the “Shanghai Five” (China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia and Tajikistan) had discussed, inter alia,
international crimeissues and had declared in their final
document that effective measures must be taken to fight
against international crimein all itsforms. The decisions
taken at that meeting provided the basis for cooperation
among the competent authoritiesof the Statesin question.

10. At its fifth high-level meeting in May 1998, the
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), which
provided aframework for cooperationincombating crime,
had called onitsmember Statestowork together to combat
the smuggling of narcotics and psychotropic substances
and had adopted plans to train drug control experts.

11. Statesmembersof the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) were coordinating their effortsonthebasisof
the interstate programme of joint measures to combat
organized crimein the CI S countries up to the year 2000,

whichtherepresentativeof Belarushad describedindetail
at aprevious meeting of the Committee. Kazakhstan was
also a party to multilateral legal assistance treaties.

12. Inconclusion, hesaid hehopedthat the Tenth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders and the adoption of new
international legal instruments would help to strengthen
effortsto combat crime.

13. Mr. Nuanthasing (Lao People’s Democratic
Republic) cited some of the statistics provided by the
Executive Director of the United Nations International
Drug Control Programme (UNDCP) and described several
of hisGovernment’ sactivities. | nparticular, hementioned
the creation in the early 1990s of aNational Commission
for Drug Control and Supervision and aCounter-Narcotic
Office; an amendment to article 135 of the Penal Code to
providemoreseverepenaltiesfor drugtrafficking; andthe
launching of many development projects. As aresult of
thoseinitiatives, illicit opium production had fallen from
140 tons in 1996 to 123 tons in 1997. In 1998, 405
offendershad been arrested and large quantitiesof various
drugshad been seized. His Government was making every
effort tocombat opium production at thenational, regional
and international levelsand to strengthen its cooperation
with other countriesand withinternational organizations.
In preparation for Expo 2000 in Hanover, Germany, an
international jury had selectedfiveprojects, includingone
developed by his country with UNDCP assistance, the
purposeof which had beento reduceopium poppy growing
in the Palaveck region. As a result of that fruitful
cooperation, opium production had fallenfrom 3.5tonsto
less than 100 kilograms; the region, previously rice-
deficient, currently had a rice surplus; and the living
conditions of its 6,000 inhabitants had greatly improved.

14. In May 1999, his Government and UNDCP had
signed a historic agreement that represented a
breakthrough in efforts to eliminate a major source of
opium productionin Asiaand had enabl ed hisGovernment
and thedonorsto address openly adevel opment i ssuethat
wasclosely related to poverty and drug consumptioninthe
north of the country. The UNDCP strategy was to invest
$80 million over asix-year period in the opium growing
districts of his country and to support ongoing and new
projects. HisGovernment wasdetermined totransl atethat
programme into reality with the help of UNDCP and the
international community. It was also committed to
eradicating illicit opium production and consumption, to
cooperating with UNDCP and to achieving the goal s that
had been set. Because the well-being of many other
countries depended on its success, his Government called
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on the international community to support the activities
that it was carrying out in cooperation with UNDCP.

15. Mr.Amin (Afghanistan) saiditwasunfortunatethat
UNDCP had struck an agreement with the Taliban for a
project intended to help rural poppy growersto find other
lucrative activities. Infact, it had been reported that most
of the poppy fields were in the hands of the Taliban, that
the Taliban militia approved the smuggling of narcotics
into the Islamic Republic of Iran, that Taliban officials
charged fees to permit the unhindered operation of
laboratories and that the mullahs collected a 10 per cent
tax on the opium crop.

16. Itmight havebeen expectedthat thepeacewhichthe
Taliban claimed to have restored would have made it
possible to counter drug production effectively. However,
that had not occurred, and it was the proceeds of drug
trafficking that accounted for the 1998 economic boomin
Kandahar, where the Taliban leader, Mullah Omar,
resided. Under thosecircumstances, it wasno surprisethat
the UNDCP project had failed. Poppy production in
Afghanistan had more than doubled between 1998 and
1999 and accounted for 75 per cent of the world’ sillicit
opium. Talibanrulehad destroyed Afghancivil society and
forced hundreds of thousands of people to leave their
homes. Unabletoreducepoppy productionin Afghanistan,
UNDCP had drawn asecurity cordon around that country,
tightening its borders with its neighbours.

17. Afghanistan fully supported the new UNDCP
strategy. However, although, owing to various temporary
circumstances, there would probably be a short-term
decrease in opium yields, the Taliban dictatorship would
continue to encourage production. It was therefore
important for UNDCP to continue its efforts to stop the
illicit cultivation of poppy and to save the international
community from the scourge of drugs.

18. Mr. Lewis (Antigua and Barbuda), speaking on
behalf of the Caribbean Community, said that hewel comed
the reform of the United Nations system and that it was
essential for theCentrefor International CrimePrevention,
and the United Nations crime prevention and criminal
justice programme as a whole, to be provided with the
necessary resources.

19. The countries of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) wereeagerly awaitingtheresultsof thestudy
undertaken by the Centre for International Crime
Prevention, which could alert States to the presence of
criminal groups within their territory. The CARICOM
countries hoped that an international convention against
transnational organized crimewould be prepared in time

for consideration during the Millennium Assembly in
2000; of particular interest were the optional protocolsto
that convention.

20. Shortly after the Fourth World Conference on
Women, CARICOM countrieshadidentifiedcritical areas
and had created national machinery for the advancement
of women. Legislation had been enacted to prevent and
punish domestic violence; safe houses had been
established, training had been provided to officials and
special task forceshad been set up, in some caseswith the
help of the Canadian Government and the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

21. Giventhatthepopulationsof the CARICOM member
States largely consisted of young people, juvenile justice
was a key component of criminal justice programmes. In
order to prevent antisocial behaviour, CARICOM member
States sought to engage young people in participatory
activities, suchasthecommemoration of thelnternational
Year of Older Persons and participation in the political
process. In the case of juvenile delinquency, it was
rehabilitation which was stressed. Unfortunately,
Caribbean countries served as transit points for drug
trafficking, which made young people susceptible to
becoming drug addicts themselves. The treatment and
rehabilitation of addicts posed daunting financial and
technical problems.

22. Caribbeancountriesstrongly supported anintegrated,
regional approach to criminal justice. To that end, a
seminar would be held in Jamaica from 28 to 30 October
1999 to develop regional strategies.

23. His delegation was concerned at draft resolution
A/C.3/54/L .8 submitted by the European Union, inwhich
Stateswhich still maintai ned thedeath penalty wereurged
“to establish a moratorium on executions, with aview to
completely abolishing the death penalty”. The
Governments of the CARICOM member countries
consideredthat themost fundamental humanright wasthat
of being protected against theactivitiesof criminals, which
could destabilize society and have a spill-over effect on
neighbouring countries. Thetraffickingin narcoticdrugs,
terrorism and various other crimes which violated the
moral and legal foundation of society called for a just
punishment. The peoples of the Caribbean would protest
strongly against an abolition of the death penalty; their
Governmentswoul d beaccused of protecting criminal sand
penalizing the families of victims. While respecting the
position of the European Union, the Caribbean States
believed that it ought not to attempt to impose its beliefs
on others, and strongly urged it to withdraw its draft
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resolution, which undermined the national sovereignty of
States maintaining the death penalty.

24. Mr. Vienravi (Thailand) said that his country had
implemented anumber of preventiveand curativemeasures
to tackle the drug problem, but that much remained to be
done.

25. The spread of methamphetamine wasthe country’s
most serious concern. Cheap and easy to carry, the drug
was spreading easily, particularly among labourers and
young people from broken homes. Eighty per cent of the
drug was produced in neighbouring countries and
smuggled into Thailand. Although the Thai Government
was working in partnership with those countries, the
problem was only worsening.

26. With a view to combating money-laundering,
Thailand had enacted alaw which had entered into force
in August 1999, and had set up a national focal point.
Thailand was now ready to become a party to the United
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances.

27. Whileglobalization had allowed drug trafficking to
develop, the international community was not unarmed,
sinceit had been ableto form aunited fronted against the
scourge, thanks to cooperation.

28. Ms. Li Sangu (China) said that the international
community had demonstrated astrong political will tofight
against drugs. However, theillicit drug problem continued
to haunt the world. With a view to tackling the problem,
theUnited Nationsshouldstrengthenitsefforts, inter alia,
by implementing the strategies and decisions adopted at
the twentieth special session of the General Assembly,
paying particular attention to the strengthening of
international cooperation.

29. Since the special session, the Chinese Government
had reinforced itsnational drug control activitiesand had
strengthenedinternational cooperation. It had accordingly
approved the establishment of a National Committee for
Drug Control, as well as an Anti-Drug Foundation, and
was preparing to create “drug-free communities’. It had
also launched education campaigns, set up import-export
verification mechanisms and strengthened controls on
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and chemical
precursors.

30. Attheregional level, the Chinese Government had
taken an active part in the subregional drug control
cooperation programme initiated by the United Nations
International Drug Control Programme (UNDCP) and had
helped develop substitute crops in those areas of the

“GoldenTriangle” whichhad been economically dependent
on opium cultivation.

31. Experiencehadshownthat, inorder towinthefight
against the drug scourge, international cooperation must
be strengthened. Certain principles should berecalled in
that connection. Firstly, consumer, producer and transit
countries should cooperate on a basis of shared
responsibility and strict respect for the sovereignty of
States. Secondly, thedrug control strategiesdefined at the
twentieth special session of the General Assembly should
be comprehensively implemented, existing control
mechani smsshould be strengthened, and both demand and
supply should be addressed. Finally, the international
community should provide financial and technical
assistance for promoting alternative development.

32. Mr. Bilman (Turkey) said that the problem of drug
abuse, which threatened the stability and development of
countries, called for strengthened international
collaboration.

33. By virtue of its geographical location, Turkey was
situated on one of the main routes for illicit drug
trafficking — the “Balkan route” — which gave the
country a specific role in the fight against drugs. In fact,
the considerable seizures of drugs carried out in Turkey
testifiedtotheauthorities’ concernto combat the scourge.

34. Turkey was a party to all the United Nations
conventions on the production and consumption of and
trade in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and
actively participated in the efforts of the Organization’s
various bodies in those fields. Turkey was a party to 44
bilateral agreements and had taken effective measuresto
preventillicit opium poppy cultivationat thenational level.
AstheExecutive Director of the United Nations Officefor
Drug Control and CrimePrevention had stated, thecountry
had achieved spectacular resultsin the area of alternative
development.

35. Turkey believed that, in the fight against drugs,
countriesshould pay particular attentionto two problems.
Firstly, they should maintain stringent controls over the
export of precursors, including aceticanhydride. Secondly,
more attention should be paid to the close link between
illicit drug production and trafficking and the financial
resources of terrorist groups and criminal organizations.

36. In conclusion, Turkey, which was committed to
pursuingitsfight against drugs, recalled that international
cooperation should be strengthened with a view to
eradicating the scourge.
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37. Mr. Al-Nasser (Qatar) observedthat hiscountry was
neither a producer nor an exporter of drugs. However, its
proximity to such countries made it necessary for it to
exercisegreat vigilanceto ensure that Qatar was not used
asatransit country; hence the importance of cooperation
with neighbouring countries.

38. InQatar drug addictswere considered to be victims
rather than criminal sand thefocuswasconsequently more
on prevention and rehabilitation than on repression
(including through the establishment of treatment centres
and the launching of awareness campaigns).

39. Thedrugproblemhad assumed al arming proportions,
so much so that profits from drug trafficking and money-
laundering exceeded the gross national product (GNP) of
agood many States.

40. Inorder to tackle the problem, many States, Qatar
included, had promulgatedlawsspecifictotheir traditions
and national sensitivities; thoselawsprovided, inter alia,
for thedeath penalty. That wasin linewith article 6 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the
penalty wasmoreover, just and necessary to ensurerespect
for the right of victims and it was necessary to enable
countries to live in peace and security. He was surprised
that the European Union had submitted adraft resolution
which would not enjoy consensus. The European Union
and itsmember countries had the right to passlegislation
inaccordancewiththeir beliefs, but that |egislationwould
not be practicableat theinternational level. The European
Union’ sproposal amounted to interferenceintheinternal
affairs of other States and an infringement of their
sovereignty. His delegation strongly hoped that the
European Union, out of concernfor consensusand respect
for diversity, would withdraw its draft resol ution and not
seek to impose its culture and beliefs on others.

41. Traffickinginwomen and children (for the purpose
of sexual exploitation or slavery) and corruption
constituted further manifestations of transnational crime
which had caused all States to pass laws. Countries
maintaining the death penalty in order to tackle such
scourges needed to do so in order to protect society and
respect the rights of victims.

42. Ms. Tohtohodjarva (Kyrgyzstan) pointed out that
at the dawn of the twenty-first century and in an era of
globalization, international cooperation was more
necessary than ever to the resolution of such complex
problems as drug trafficking.

43. Drug trafficking and the associated problem of
organized crime had also affected Central Asia and was

threateningthepolitical and social stability of theregion’s
countries and of theinternational community asawhole.

44. Armed factionsassociated with drug syndicates had
infiltrated southern Kyrgyzstan, and although they had
lately withdrawnto Tajikistan, strengthenedinternational
cooperation was needed to deal with that type of situation.
Tothat end, theestabli shment of aninternational database
providing access to research results, to international
instrumentson drug trafficking and corruption and to best
practices would be an excellent initiative.

45. Linksbetween the various mechanismsfor tackling
transnational organized crime should be strengthened.
Research could help uncover criminal associations and
provide reliable data on new modalities of international
crime. Kyrgyzstan thus supported the proposal of the
United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Programmeregarding the preparation of abiennial report
on organized crime in the field of narcotic drugs.

46. Regional cooperation efforts were under way in
Central Asia. In September 1999, thefirst organizational
session of the intergovernmental committee to combat
illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and drug addiction of
the Central Asian Economic Community had been held at
Bishkek. Measures had been taken to strengthen
cooperation and to create a common legislative base.
KyrgyzstanwascooperatingwiththeUnited NationsDrug
Control Programme (UNDCP) and had recently signed an
agreement to that end. The Executive Director of the
United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention had recently visited the country. Kyrgyzstan
attached great importance to the participation of the
Executive Director at the second meeting of signatoriesto
the Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation
between Central Asian countriesin combating drugs; the
meeting had ended with the signing of a protocol on
strengthening cooperati on between thosecountriesand on
the Office’ s support for their activities.

47. Ms. Faetanini (San Marino) said that the General
Assembly, atitstwentieth special session, had stressedthat
drug supply and demand were closely linked and had
placed the drug problem in its true perspective by
emphasizing its social, economic and political
implications.

48. Judicial cooperation among States was crucial to
combating theillegal drug trade, a $400 billion business
in which money was laundered through the financial and
banking system. Inorder totacklethe problem, SanMarino
had, in 1995, signed the European Convention on
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Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the
Proceeds from Crime.

49. As the maor consumers of illicit drugs,
industrialized countries would do well to refer to the
Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand
Reduction, which represented the first international
agreement in that field. In view of the devastating
consequences of narcotic drugs, which were consumed by
some 200 million users around the world, measures to
tackle the problem should not be delayed any longer. In
particular, apreventive culture should be built, involving
schools families and communities. The work carried out
by UNDCPinthefield of prevention andtheinternational
campaign for a drug-free twenty-first century should be
commended.

50. Nonetheless, demand for drugs continued to grow.
Inorder toimprove prevention strategies, it wasnecessary
to understand the root causes of such a pattern of self-
destruction and to determine the underlying logic, which
resistedall rational explanation. Indeed, aslongasdemand
persisted, the eradication of drugs would be a Sisyphean
task.

51. InSan Marino, asin other developed countries, the
high standard of living seemed to encourage consumption
of so-called recreational drugs such as ecstasy. Control of
such amphetamine-type stimulants — which were
spreading rapidly — was complicated by the fact that
anyone could produce them anywhere. In 1998, her
Government had accordingly hosted aninternational expert
level meeting on drug consumption in recreational areas.

52. Drug addiction represented avery human answer to
very human difficulties. The Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, at its forty-second session, had identified the
following problems: unemployment, neglect, violenceand
sexual abuse. Indeed, the list might well have included
abuse of any kind, poverty and armed conflict. However,
in the case of socially integrated youth, it must be humbly
acknowledged that there was, as yet, no satisfactory
answer.

53. In order to better counteract the problem of drug
consumption, it seemed crucial to involve those men and
women who had once been drug abusers. Their
contribution would be particularly valuable to experts
studying demand reduction strategies and the causes of
drug abuse. Her delegation believed that if the emphasis
wasplaced oncondemnationand criminalization—rather
than on rehabilitation and reintegration— it would not be
possible to enlist the help of drug abusers in eradicating
drug demand.

54. Mr. Rabuka (Fiji) said that, in an increasingly
interdependent world, the porosity of national borders
created new risks of terrorism and corruption and could
even threaten sovereignty. The enormity of such threats
called for a collective response from the international
community.

55. The Government of Fiji had expended considerable
resources on various measuresto reduce the supply of and
demand for illicit drugs. The police, the Ministry of
Education and non-governmental organizationshad been
involvedin educational programmestargeted specifically
at young people. Crime prevention committees, in which
thechiefsparticipated, had been established to addressthe
problem of the cultivation of marijuana. Since 1990, those
guilty of illegal possession of drugs were subject to
mandatory imprisonment.

56. On25 September 1999, Fiji had helditsfirst“ Crime
Free Day”, with programmes designed to increase
awareness of crime and the role of the police, parents,
teachers, churches and youth organizationsin preventing
criminal activities.

57. Fijiwasawarethat criminal organizationsusedtheir
strategic location in order to carry out illegal activities.
Accordingly, the Government had enacted legislation on
mutual assistancein criminal mattersand on the proceeds
of crimes; it had also signed agreements on such matters
with the Governments of Australiaand New Zealand.

58. Anxioustoensuregoodgovernanceandtransparency
inpublicadministration, the Government wasstudyingthe
possibility of establishing a permanent anti-corrupt
practices commission.

59. Hisdelegationwished to draw attention to the close
relationship between poverty and unemployment, on the
one hand, and drug trafficking and abuse, on the other, as
it had already done during thefifty-third session. Without
sustai nable devel opment, no programmeto combat illicit
drugscould beeffective. Consequently, it wasessential that
theinternational community should addresstheroot causes
of the economic difficulties of developing countries.

60. Thesmall Eastern Caribbeanisland States had been
accused of being a money-laundering centre because one
third of the $8 trillion deposited in offshore banking
havens had been invested there. It wastrue that, owing to
the declinein the bananaindustry, those countries needed
other sources of revenue, but not all the money that was
invested in them was illegal money — far from it. The
international community should adopt a more balanced
attitude: it should not ignorethe economic problemsof the
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small island devel oping Stateswhilereproachingthemfor
seeking other sources of financing.

61. Mr.BenShaban (LibyanArabJamahiriya) saidthat
the drug problem was a growing concern and that the
solution required theinternational community toincrease
its efforts to prevent drug production and consumption.

62. Preventive action (education and information) was
required in order to reduce demand, and drug addicts
should berehabilitated. Toreducethesupply, illegal crops
should be destroyed, international cooperation for
devel oping substitutecropsshoul d bestrengthened andthe
control of precursors should be tightened.

63. Any national actionwouldbeinsufficientif it wasnot
supported by effectiveinternational cooperationthat fully
respected the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the
State. Such cooperation should allow States to rapidly
exchange information on drug trafficking and related
problems, particularly money-laundering; to apply laws
that allowed drug traffickers to be severely punished and
their assets confiscated; and to apply drug-related
international instruments and General Assembly
resolutions.

64. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya was not a drug
producing country but it had recently become a transit
country. It applied the most severe punishments to drug
traffickers and drug users (life imprisonment, the death
penalty), but the drug problem persisted. It had had to
adopt administrative, legal and security measuresand, in
particular, to organizeinformation campaignsfor themost
vulnerable groups, especially young people and students,
with the help of volunteers and non-governmental
organizations.

65. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriyawas a party to all the
international conventions on the fight against drugs and
strictly applied their provisions. Also, it fought drug
trafficking onaregional andinternational scalewithinthe
framework of bilateral and multilateral agreements with
Mediterranean, Arab and African countries. It recognized
the efforts of the United Nations International Drug
Control Programme (UNDCP) and hoped that, in future,
the programme would have adequate funding to carry out
its mandate fully.

66. Ms. Gittens-Joseph (Trinidad and Tobago) saidthat
she associated her del egation with the statement made by
Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) member States. Thefight against
organized crime required significant efforts by
Governments and the international community and they

had placed it high on their agendas. Trinidad and Tobago
awaited with interest the Tenth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders.

67. InTrinidad and Tobago, the Government had had to
takemeasuresto prevent thedrug baronsfromendangering
the country’ s sovereignty and to ensure the population’s
safety. Administrative and legal steps had been taken,
particularly against money-laundering; law enforcement
agencies, backed by the army, had implemented a plan of
action to reduce crime; and anational agency responsible
for coordinating all national effortsin the fight against
drug trafficking had been created.

68. Trinidad and Tobago was also very actively
combating crime on an international level. It was hosting
the secretariat of atask forcefor the Caribbean subregion,
established under the 1996 Barbados plan of action, which
was responsible for studying measures against money-
laundering; it had adopted, in collaboration with other
CARICOM member States, Canada, the United Kingdom
and the United States a series of measuresto protect legal
personnel, juries, and witnesses and their families; it had
signed bilateral agreements with the Governments of
Canada and the United Kingdom; cooperated with the
Venezuelan Government in the establishment of a mixed
commissionondrugs. Furthermore, it washosting an office
of the United States Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA),
enabling Trinidad and Tobagoto cooperatewiththe United
States and other countriesin the region.

69. Many countrieswereexperiencingamarkedincrease
inviolent crime, which, at times, resulted in the massacre
of wholefamilies. Inorder to maintainlaw and order inits
territory, every State had theright to decidefor itself how
to punish those who violated the fundamental rules of
society. Trinidad and Tobago fully recognized theright of
those countries who opposed the death penalty to abolish
it, but considered that, in return, such countries should
recognize the right of those in favour to apply it.

70. Mr. Belinga-Eboutou (Cameroon) said that his
country wasaparty toall theinternational conventionson
drug control and had recently acceded to the statute of the
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI), whichit hoped would
support its efforts to combat widespread illicit drug use.

71. TheGovernment of Cameroon wasin the process of
systematically adapting its legislation to respond
effectively to the problem posed by illicit trafficking in
drugsandfirearms, money-launderingandrelated criminal
activities. It had recently established anational committee
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on drug control and, convinced of the need for enhanced
international cooperation, had passed a law in 1997
concerning mutual judicial assistance against trafficking
innarcoticdrugs, psychotropic substancesand precursors.

72. In Cameroon, asin many developing countries, the
resultsof anti-drug eff ortsweredi sappoi nting, becausethe
policeforceand customsservicelacked modern equipment
and trained personnel. They needed more help from the
international community in introducing new methods of
drug detection and investigation of traffickers and in
acquiring modern equipment.

73. The Government had been pleased to receive the
mission of the United NationsInternational Drug Control
Programme (UNDCP) to Cameroon in April 1999 and
hoped that the mission had served to convince UNDCP of
the urgency of setting up a subregional structure for
Central Africa

74. Mr. Bu-Qurrah (United Arab Emirates) said that
drug trafficking was assuming increasingly disturbing
proportions, particularly in devel oping countries affected
by conflict, where trafficking stoked the violence and
undermined economicand social development. According
tothemost recent stati stics, drugtraffickersrealized about
$400 billion annually, or 8 per cent of the volume of
international trade worldwide. The situation demanded
stepped-up international efforts against drugs and
assistanceto devel oping countriesto takethe needed steps
on the national level.

75. Development was undoubtedly the best means of
reducing the production and consumption of drugs,
particularly in countrieswhere the plantsthat served asa
base for manufacture were cultivated. It was therefore
important to reinforce regional and international
cooperation in combating drugs and essential to assist
developing countries — whether drug producing or
otherwise—intheadministrative, judicial, economic and
social areas, among other things by sharing information
on investigation techniques, crop substitution,
detoxification and reintegration of drug addicts into
society.

76. In keeping with the principles of Islam, which
forbade the use of drugs, his country was expending great
efforts to counter the drug scourge. It had passed laws
severely penalizing drugtrafficking and consumption; set
up databases on those two subjects; provided the national
drug control bodieswiththefinancial and humanresources
required; and set up apoliceand customs presenceat land
and sea borders. It had ratified the three international

conventions on drug control and concluded regional and
bilateral cooperation agreements on the subject.

77. The United Arab Emirates believed that it had the
righttoapply severepenaltiestodrugtraffickersand users,
including the death penalty, in accordance with its laws
andreligiousbeliefs. Hisdelegationaligneditsel f withthe
speakerswho had claimed that right for their countries at
the current and previous meetings.

78. Mr. Raymond (Haiti) said that his country was
making a great effort under the United Nations Crime
Prevention and Criminal JusticeProgrammetorestorethe
rule of law and to reduce crime within its territory.

79. On8May 1998 his Government had promulgated a
law on judicial reform that stressed the independence of
thejudiciary andrestructuredthecourt and prison systems.
However, thosereformscould notinthemsel vesresolveall
problems. At present there were too few justices of the
peace and examining magistrates, and thejudicial system
waswoefully lacking inresources. Thosefactorshindered
the proper administration of justice and explained the
many instancesof lengthy detention after arrest, asituation
that gave rise to human rights violations. To break the
deadlock, his Government had established an office
charged with screening cases of pre-trial detention to
enable the detainees to be heard by a judge and released
more quickly.

80. Hisdelegationwished to expressitsgratitudeto the
international community for its support for the judicial
reforms undertaken by his Government. The assistance
given in training judges, the funds provided to help
impoverished defendants procure legal aid, and the
equipment donated to judicial institutions had certainly
contributed to the improvement of the Haitian justice
system.

81. The Government of Haiti had also begun to review
the Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure with
a view to ensuring respect for fundamental rights and
restoring social harmony by doing away with impunity,
ensuring a fair trial and taking into account the social
dimension of disputes. To counter illicit trafficking in
narcotic drugs and money-laundering of trafficking
proceeds, it had taken steps to equip the police properly,
train police personnel and tighten controls on bank
transactions related to drug trafficking. His Government
wascommitted todoingall initspower to comply with the
international commitmentsit had assumed by signing the
Barbados Plan (1996) and the Santiago Declaration and
Plan of Action (1998).
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82. A largenumber of young offendersof Haitian origin
residing in the United States, Canada, France and some
other countries had been deported after serving their
sentences. Their repatriation to Haiti, where the new
national policeforce had just been set up and judicial and
prison systems were still weak, only aggravated the
situation and threatened to undermine some of the
Government’s major development projects. Such youth
needed to bereceived, takenin hand and reintegrated into
society, a task which the competent authorities were
striving to accomplish despite inadequate financial
resources.

83. RecentlythecrimeratehadincreasedinHaiti despite
the efforts of the understaffed police force (600 members
for apopulation of over 8 million) operating without the
support of armed forces.

84. Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) emphasizedthat thebest
way to combat organi zed crimewasto strengthen bilateral
cooperation and to cooperate on a global scale, while
takingintoaccountthedifferinglegal systems. It had been
inthat spirit that Colombiahad participatedintheVienna
meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of
aConventionagainst Transnational Organized Crimeand
of associated protocols.

85. Onthesubject of that convention, hisdelegation had
four observations to make.

86. First, it was important to clearly define the term
“transnational organization” and to determine if
application of the Convention would depend on whether
the crimes defined therein presupposed the existence of
such an organization; without such clarification the
Convention’ s scope of application could be restricted.

87. Second, it wasimportant to introduce a mechanism
for conflict resolution based on solidlegal criteriainorder
to avoid jurisdictional conflicts.

88. Third, three protocols had been annexed to the
Convention. Hewel comed thedecision of the Commission
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to expand the
scopeof theprotocol ontraffickinginwomenand children
toincludetraffic in all human beings. With regard to the
protocol on the illicit manufacture of and trafficking in
firearms, he noted the possibility of referring to asimilar
convention that had been adopted sometimepreviouslyin
Latin America. In any case, a protocol would be
insufficient by itself; it was also necessary for States to
adopt national legislationinthematter. Asfor theprotocol
ontheillegal transport of and trafficking in migrants, its
utility was borne out by the figures: 4 million illegal
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migrants and $7 billion in illegal profits each year.
Nevertheless, it wasimportant that the protocol should not
penalizethemigrantsthemselves, whowerethevictimsof
thetraffic, but rather the criminal organizationsinvolved.
Moreover, mechanisms to facilitate the repatriation of
victims should be implemented.

89. Finally, hisdelegationstrongly favouredtheadoption
of aninternational legal instrument to combat corruption
that could bemodelled onthelnter-American Convention
already inforce. Inthat regard, the Centrefor I nternational

CrimePrevention could play animportant rolein helping
to strengthen national institutions. Fortunately, voluntary
contributions from Governments had allowed a
considerableincreasein its budget.

90. Mr. Alaei(IslamicRepublicof Iran) recalledthat the
new forms of criminality made possible by advancesin
science, technology and communications had spurred the
United Nations to increase its efforts to combat the
phenomenon, by establishingthe AdHoc Committeeonthe
Elaboration of an International Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, which was also drafting
three protocols. His delegation was of the view that the
remaining divergences of opinion among States on the
topic of the Convention and its protocols were due to the
fact that certain States lacked the material and human
means to ensure its implementation. Development of
technical cooperation activities to assist developing
countries to implement their national and international
commitments deserved greater international attention.

91. Hisdelegation was of the view that it would not be
possibletoinsist that the death penalty be abolishedin all
societiesandall regions, aseach country hadtheinviolable
right, in accordance with the principles of international
law, tofreely chooseitsown criminal justicesystemaslong
asit respected the commitments it had undertaken in the
framework of international human rights instruments.

92. Itattachedgreatimportancetothework of theUnited
NationsCrimePreventionand Criminal JusticeProgramme
and to the work of the Centre for International Crime
Prevention, while at the same time emphasizing the need
to maintain a certain balance in the Programme between
issues of transnational organized crime and other more
general issues; it welcomed the discussions of such issues
ascorruption, juvenilejusticeand crimeprevention during
theeighth session of the Commissionon CrimePrevention
and Criminal Justice.

93. Iranfavoured the strengthening of the capacities of
the Centrefor International Crime Prevention, and noted
withinterest theglobal programmesagainst corruptionand
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trafficking in human beings and the global studies on
transnational organized crime.

94. His delegation welcomed efforts to give greater
specificity to the topics of the tenth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders, and alsowel comedthepreparationof asingle
draft declaration; it emphasized, however, that efforts
shouldbemadetoallow for thewidest possibledeliberation
on resolutions and decisions of the Congress.

95. Mr. Bhatti (Pakistan) recalled that while
globalization had brought enormous economic and social
benefitsto millions of people, it had been accompanied by
an increase in the illicit traffic in drugs, human beings,
weapons and money-laundering and the integration of
criminal organizations from different parts of the world.
Eachyear, transnational organized crimetook insome$1.5
trillion, whilemoney-laundering aloneinvolved some$300
to $400 hillion.

96. International cooperation was necessary in order to
combat that scourgeefficiently. Pakistan hopedthat the Ad
Hoc CommitteeontheElaboration of aConventionagainst
Transnational Organized Crimewouldbeabletocomplete
its work by the beginning of the year 2000, with the
cooperation and realism of the participating countries.

97. It was essential that criminals be prosecuted and
punishedinorder toensurethesecurity of property andthe
preservation of social order. It was up to States to adopt
legislation suitable to their national cultures and to
prosecute and punish criminals in accordance with
domestic | egislation through due process of law. Pakistan
respected the decision of the countriesthat had abolished
the death penalty, but trusted that those countries would
respect the decision of those which had opted for
legislation adapted to their own national conditions and
cultures. Inview of thediversity of cultures, it wasnatural
that different societies should have differing views on
issuesof crimepreventionand criminal justice; that should
not inhibit international cooperation to combat organized
crime, with full respect for the sovereignty of States and
the principle of non-interference in internal affairs and
mutual respect.

The meeting rose at 12.50 p.m.
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