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1. The United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic
Busi ness (UN/ CEFACT) held its sixth session in Geneva from 27 to 30 March
2000, under the chairmanship of M. Henri Martre.

2. Participants in the nmeeting included representatives of the foll ow ng
countries: Albania, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Egypt, Finland, France, Gernany, uatenala, Hungary, Ilceland, India, Iran
(Islamc Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan,

Li t huani a, Luxenbourg, Mal aysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Netherlands, Philippines,
Pol and, Republic of Korea, Romani a, Russian Federation, Senegal, Singapore,
Sl ovaki a, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Wkraine, United Kingdom
United States. The European Union (EU) was al so represented.

3. The follow ng intergovernmental organizations participated: Bank for
International Settlenents (BIS), Danube Conmission (CD), European Free
Trade Association (EFTA), League of Arab States, Universal Postal Union
(UPU), World Custons Oganization (WO, and Wrld Trade O ganization
(WO .

4. The following United Nations bodies were also represented: United
Nations O fice for Drug Control and Crime Prevention (UN ODCCP), United
Nati ons Conmission on International Trade Law (UNCI TRAL), United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opment (UNCTAD), and the Wrld Bank.

Note: Decisions made during this meeting are shown in boldface type in the current report
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5. The followi ng non-governnental organizations participated: United
Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation, International Railway Transport
Conmittee (CT), I nt er nati onal Article Nunbering Association (EAN),

European El ectroni ¢ Messagi ng Association (EEMA), International Association
of Ports and Harbours (I1APH), International Chanber of Comerce (I1CO),
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), International Miltinodal
Transport Associ ati on (1 MTA), I nt ernational Organi zati on for
Standardi zation (1SO, and Society for Wrldw de Interbank Financial
Tel econmuni cations (S.WI.F.T).

6. hservers present at the invitation of the secretariat included
representatives of the Electronic Commerce Code Mnagenment Association
(ECCWA) , the Electronic Commerce FEurope Association (ECEA), t he
Organisation for the Advancenment of Structured Information Standards
(QASIS), the Taipei ED FACT Committee, and the Webforce International.

I ntroductory remarks

7. M. Henri Martre, Chairman of UN CEFACT, opened the neeting by
wel com ng the del egations, in particular new nenbers of UN CEFACT. He al so
expressed his appreciation of the UN/CEFACT@WORK conference which had
shown that the strategic directions of UV CEFACT's work were in line with
i nternational developnments. He enphasized the extension of activities
towards other nodes of electronic exchange of data, and the cooperation
with other partner institutions. He pointed out particularly the decision
of the International Tel econmrmunication Union (ITU) to join the MU I SO | EC
UV ECE on electronic business, and the joint work with OASIS on ebXM.
UN CEFACT thus proved its relevance and was well placed to face future
chal | enges.

8. M. Hans Hansell, Deputy Director of the UNECE Trade Division,
wel coned the delegations and informed them about the positive feedback
received with regard to the UN/CEFACT@WORK conference which nore than 90
per cent of participants rated as very val uabl e or val uabl e.

9. M. Yves Berthelot, Executive Secretary of the UN ECE, also addressed
words of welcone to the del egates. The nmessage that he w shed to convey was
constructed around three main strong points of UN CEFACT, nanely continuity
with the work undertaken by UN CEFACT' s predecessor — WP.4; adaptation to
new technologies and nethods of working; and rnutually beneficial
cooperation/partnerships with Governnments, international organizations and
t he business comunity worldwide. In this context, he mentioned the MU on
el ectronic business that had allowed a nove into new areas of activities
wi t hout having to create new organi zations. He also pointed to the need for
transfer of the knowhow accunulated in UNCEFACT to economies in
transition and devel oping countries. This would inply taking into account
different cultural contexts and adapting UN CEFACT instrunments accordingly.
He concluded by thanking the delegates for their comm tnent and continuous
support over the years and wi shed them every success in their work.

Agenda item 1 - Adoption of the provisional agenda

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 1/ Rev. 1 Revi sed provisional agenda for the sixth
UN CEFACT sessi on
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10. The Chairman of UN CEFACT nmade two suggestions regarding itens to be
added to the agenda. First, a press release should be drafted to publicize
the outconme of the neeting. Second, since the nandate of sone officers
woul d expire as of the 2001 Plenary, a formal call should be nade during
the current neeting requesting heads of delegations to nom nate candi dates
for election to the posts that woul d becone vacant.

11. The Pl enary approved t he revi sed provi si onal agenda
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 1/ Rev. 1), with amendnents proposed by the Chairnman of
UN CEFACT.

Agenda item 2 - Confirmation of the report from the UN CEFACT March 1999
Pl enary

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1999/ 19 Report of the fifth UN CEFACT session

12. The Chairman of UN CEFACT recalled the procedure agreed upon at the
Septenber 1998 Plenary with regard to the adoption of the Plenary report.
At the end of each session, a summary |ist of decisions taken would be
approved while the full text of the report wuld be circulated
electronically to delegations for a 30-day period for comments. The version
of the report incorporating the coments from delegations would then be
considered as approved, but this approval would need to be formally
confirmed by the Plenary. In accordance with this procedure, he invited the
del egations to confirmthe approval of the docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1999/ 19.

13. The Plenary confirmed the approval of the report of the fifth session
of UN CEFACT ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1999/ 19).

Agenda item 3 - UN CEFACT Steering Group (CSG Reports

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 2 Report of the Chairman of the CSG
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 3 Report of the CSG March 1999 neeting
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 4 Report of the CSG June 1999 neeting
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 5 Report of the CSG Novenber 1999 neeting

14. The Chairman of the UN CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG presented the
docunent  TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 2, Report of the Chairman of the CSG
summarizing the activities of the Steering Goup during the period
following the 1999 Plenary. In the course of his presentation, which was
structured so as to reflect the agenda of the Plenary neeting, he pointed
to action that the Plenary was invited to take under individual agenda
itens.

15. He reported in particular on the ebXM initiative undertaken jointly
with QASIS and introduced the UN CEFACT strategy for Electronic Business
and new nmethods of electronic working proposed for UN CEFACT and its
wor ki ng groups. He noted that a nunber of Recommendati ons were proposed for
approval or review by the Plenary.
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16. Wth regard to the pronotion of UN CEFACT's work, he felt that one of
the difficulties from an external perspective was that the nane of the
Centre did not clearly indicate the scope of UNCEFACT's activities. A
proposal had therefore been put forward to renane it the “Centre for Trade
Facilitation and Electronic Business” while keeping the current acronym
The Chairman also acknowl edged the contribution in kind by the port of
Barcelona to the preparation of a new logo and identity nanual for
UN CEFACT and thanked M. Santiago Mla, the Chairman of the PROMO Wrking
Goup, for his work. In addition, he commended the secretariat on the new
| ook of the UN CEFACT web site.

17. The CSG Chairnman then explained the rationale behind the decision to
revi se the basic docunent ruling the functioning of UN CEFACT, TRADE/ R 650.
He also infornmed the neeting that M. Klaus-Di eter Naujok would stand down
from his post of Standards Liaison Rapporteur and conveyed to him his
personal thanks for the work that he had done in this capacity for
UN CEFACT.

18. In respect of cooperation with other international organizations, the
CSG Chairman nmentioned the long-standing close relations wth regional
conmi ssi ons which | ooked towards UN ECE for guidance and expertise. He then
noted the positive experience of cooperation between UN CEFACT and the Asia
Paci fic Council for Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for
Admi ni stration, Comrerce and Transport (AFACT) which al so took place at the
| evel of some Wrking Goups that had established AFACT subgroups. The
experi ence of cooperation with the WIO was equally positive, especially as
the work of the |ITPWs was gathering nmonmentum The Chairman al so thanked
UNCTAD for the presentation at the UN/CEFACT@WORK conference and noted
the excellent cooperation between the two bodies whereby UN CEFACT
devel oped standards and UNCTAD inplenented them In relation to the Wrld
Custonms O gani zation, he expressed the intention of both organizations to
make their relationship closer and stronger. To this end, a proposal was
put forward to the Plenary to develop a MU between the two organizations.
Finally, the Chairman noted with appreciation that the |ITU had joined the
Menor andum of Under st andi ng | EC- 1 SO UN ECE.

19. He concluded by expressing his satisfaction about the fact that the
secretariat was fully staffed and working effectively although concerns
remai ned about travel budget.

20. The Plenary noted the report of the Chairman of the CSG
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 2), as well as reports from CSG neetings held in March
1999 ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 3), June 1999 (TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/4) and Novenber
1999 ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 5) .

Agenda item 4: Progranme of work and progress reports from mandated groups

Docunent s:
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 6 Report of the | TPWG
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 7 Report of the UN EDI FACT Working G oup
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 8 Creating an Efficient Environment for Trade
and Transport
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 9 El ectronic comerce and the sinplification of

admi ni strative constraints
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TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 14 Report of the BPAWG
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 19 Report of the Legal Wirking G oup
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 21 UN CEFACT' s strategy for Electronic Business

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 22 UN CEFACT' s open devel opnent process for
techni cal specifications

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 23 I ntersessional approval of docunents
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 24 Si npl e El ectroni ¢ Busi ness Standards
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 26 Model Code of Conduct for El ectronic Conmerce

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 1 Report on the progress with the ebXM
Initiative

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 5 TMAG report to the UV CEFACT Pl enary
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 7 Report of the CDW5 to the UN CEFACT Pl enary

21. M. Aex de Lijster, Vice Chairman of the International Trade
Pr ocedur es Wor ki ng G oup (1 TPWG) , i ntroduced t he docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 6, Report of the ITPWs The Goup had been successfully
re-launched in Septenmber 1999, had re-considered its priorities and had
revised its nandate. Anmong the top priorities of the Goup were the
revision of Recommendation No. 18, Facilitation neasures related to
i nternational trade procedures, and the update of the Conpendi um of Trade
Facilitation Reconmendations. Wrk was also under way on the revision of
Reconmendations No. 8, Unique Ildentification Code Methodology, No. 11,
Docurmentary aspects of the International transport of dangerous goods and
No. 12, Measures to facilitate nmaritinme transport documents procedures, as
well as on a set of guidelines to Recommendation No. 1, United Nations
Layout Key for trade docunents. It was al so considering whether to initiate
wor k on devel oping a trade facilitation index.

22. The Vice Chairman of the |ITPWs noted the good cooperation with other
wor ki ng groups, in particular the Business Process Analysis Wrking G oup
(BPAWG) and the Codes Working Goup (CDW5), and stressed the need for the
Goup to expand its range of skills and geographic coverage. He hoped that
the new electronic methods of working could be instrumental in achieving
t hese obj ecti ves.

23. The Plenary noted the report of the International Trade Procedures
Worki ng Group and approved its revised nmandate, as contained in Annex B to
the CSG Chairman’s report.

24. The presentation of the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/7, Report of the
UN EDI FACT Working G oup (EW5, was preceded by thanks from the UN CEFACT
Chairman to M. Barry Keogh, the resigning Chairman of the EW5 for the
work that he had done for UN CEFACT and congratulations to M. Pierre
Ceorget on his election to the EWs Chai r man.

25. M. Keogh, while introducing the EWG report, said that he was pl eased
with the increasing interest of custonmers in the Goup’s work. This was
docunented by the growi ng nunber of participants at EWs neetings, which had
significantly increased over the last year. Anong the main activities
undertaken since the 1999 Plenary were the production of the 00B directory,
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creation of a new working group on environmental managenent and safety,
transfer of the work previously conducted by the Sinple ED Wrking G oup
(SIMAC) to the T8 Inplenentation/ Harnonization Goup, and the adoption of
the Unified Mddelling Language (UM.) as a norm for the UN EDI FACT nodel i ng
process, which was done in close cooperation with the Techniques and
Met hodol ogies Wrking Goup (TMAG and the BPAW: He also noted the
launching of the ebXM. initiative during the EWs neeting in Canberra in
Septenber 1999, and the very efficient directory production process where
the tine required for processing Directory Mintenance Requests had been
reduced to four nmonths. In this context, he expressed his special thanks to
the Technical Assessnment Team and in particular to M. Harry Feat herstone.
He then concl uded by wi shing the new Chairman of the EWs every success.

26. M Pierre Ceorget then noted that he was taking over the Goup in an
excel l ent shape, as docunmented by the nunber of UN EDI FACT users which
represented some 500, 000 conpanies worldwi de. The use of the standard was
growing not only in Europe and North Anerica but also in other parts of the
world. Over the years, the EWs had developed a capability to respond
effectively to user requests regarding the directories. The adoption of the
UML technology would further enhance the services provided to users by
improving the quality of the business information stored wthin the
directories. The cooperation with ebXM. was very inportant to keep up wth
new t echnol ogi es.

27. The UN CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia invited delegations to the neeting
bei ng organi zed by AFACT on EDI FACT standards, to be held in Taipei from 4
to 8 Septenber 2000.

28. Following a query by the delegation of Italy regarding the source of
the data for the estimated nunmber of UN EDIFACT users, the EWG Chairnan
informed that the figures nmentioned were based on sectoral analyses. A nore
detail ed review was planned to be undertaken by the EWa

29. The Plenary expressed its appreciation and gratitude for the valuable
contribution to the work of UNCEFACT of the retiring Chairman of the
UN EDI FACT Wrking Goup (EW3, M. Barry Keogh, and congratulated M.
Pierre Georget on his election as the EWs Chai r nan.

30. The Plenary noted the report from the UNED FACT Wrking G oup
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 7) .

31. The representative of UNCTAD noted that at the 1999 Plenary,
UN CEFACT had approved a revision of Reconmmendation No. 4, National Trade
Facilitation Bodies. The docunent  TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 8, Creating an
Efficient Environnent for Trade and Transport, had been submitted by UNCTAD
to the 1999 Plenary as an informal paper. As a consequence, it had been
suggested that it be formally approved at the current Plenary with a view
to becom ng guidelines to Reconmendati on No. 4.

32. The Plenary endorsed the document TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/8, Creating an
Efficient Environnent for Trade and Transport, which would serve as
gui delines to Recommendation No. 4, National Trade Facilitation Bodies. It
was requested that the secretariat |look into the possibility of translating
t he docunment into French and Russi an.

33. The CSG Chairnman, while introducing the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 9,
El ectronic comerce and the sinplification of administrative constraints,
noted its value as an infornmati on paper, particularly for countries newy
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entering this area, such as developing countries and countries in
transition. The paper sunmarized the findings of the Electronic Conmerce Ad
hoc Wrking Goup (ECAWH. The CSG Chairman conmmended the work of Messrs.
Emi |l e Peeters and Jean Kubl er who had prepared the paper.

34. M. Kubler of the UN CEFACT secretariat noted that the report was
based on a nunber of docunents published in EWG and UN CEFACT that had been
restructured to inprove readability for non- experts. He thanked
particularly the delegations of Sweden and the United States for their
contribution to the preparation of the docunent.

35. M. Peeters of the Electronic Comrerce Europe Association, who had
acted as coordinator of the work on the report, suggested that the docunent
be published and circulated wdely, under a slightly nodified title,
El ectronic commerce and electronic business — the sinplification of
adm ni strative constraints. The change in the title of the docunment was
supported by the del egation of Irel and.

36. The representative of the Bank for International Settlenments proposed
that the docunent be also published electronically on the web and updated
periodically so as to keep pace wth technological developnents. The
proposal to have the report as a “living” electronic docunent was supported
by the del egations of Switzerland and Irel and.

37. The del egations of Switzerland and France felt it would be useful to
have the docunent translated into French. The delegation of Belarus nade
the same request as regards translation into Russian. These proposals were
supported by the delegation of Belgium It was noted that the translation
woul d hel p identify equivalents in termnology in the other |anguages.

38. The Plenary took note of the docunment summarizing the findings of the
El ectronic Conmerce ad hoc Wrking Goup (ECAWS ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 9) and
agreed that it should be re-named El ectronic Commerce/El ectroni ¢ Busi ness —
the Sinplification of Administrative Constraints. The Plenary requested
that the secretariat feature the docunent prominently on the UN CEFACT web
site, and examine the possibility of publishing it in a booklet version, as
well as the possibility of translating it into French and Russian. The
Pl enary also suggested that the secretariat and the CSG ensure regular
updates of the report that would keep it abreast of the nost recent
technol ogi cal devel opnents. To this end, the secretariat would set up a
forum on the UN CEFACT web site that would serve to generate di scussion and
coll ect proposals for updates. Finally, since the ECAWs had fulfilled the
objectives that it had been set up to achieve, the Plenary decided to
di sband it.

39. M. Mchael Doran, Chairnman of the BPAW5 introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 14, Report of the BPAWG He expressed satisfaction that a
nunber of speakers at the conference had underlined the need for sinpler
busi ness nodels. The first deliverable of the Goup, contained in the annex
to the docunent, was an interimreport on the application of the UN CEFACT
Unified Mdelling Methodology to the international supply chain. The nodel
was structured into BUY, SH P and PAY processes and involved clusters such
as Custoner, Supplier, Internediary and Authority.

40. He then noted with appreciation the good cooperation wth other
UN CEFACT Wrking Goups. In particular, he reported on the joint neetings
held with the Purchasing Sub-Wrking Goup of EWG5 and the attendance of
the | TPWG representatives at the |ast two BPAWS neetings. He al so thanked
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the TMAG for their work on the developnent of the Unified Modelling
Met hodol ogy. He believed that the BPAWG required active participation of
other regions. To this end, after the establishnent of a European regional
sub-group, efforts were being made to set up a regional sub-group in AFACT
countri es.

41. Finally, he nade an appeal for nore secretariat support so that the
BPAWS can progress in its work.

42, The EWG Chairman noted that the EW5 supported the work of BPAWS which
they considered particularly useful for the nodelling work of EWa

43. The Plenary noted the report of the Business Process Analysis WrKking
G oup ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 14) .

44, M. David Marsh, Vice Chairman of the Legal Wrking Goup (LWS,
provided the neeting with an update on the document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 19,
Report of the LW He reported in particular on the last neeting of the
Goup held on 6 and 7 March 2000 in Geneva. Wiile he paid tribute to the
role of UNCITRAL in the area of national |egislation, he stressed that the
main focus of the LW5 was on the developnent of practical solutions for
busi nesses. A concrete exanple of such a tool was the Recommendation on
El ectroni ¢ Commerce Agreenent devel oped by the Goup. A new work item would
be a Recommendation on the Code of Conduct for El ectronic Comerce,
buil ding on the excellent work done in the Netherlands. It was intended to
submit this Recommendation to the next Plenary. Anmong other itens being
examned by the Goup were nodel terms for certification authorities and
criteria for cross-border recognition of electronic signatures. The G oup
had also provided conments on the proposal by the ITPWs to develop a
Recomendati on on the National El ectronic Busi ness FraneworKk.

45, Two regional sub-groups had been set up, nanely in the Asia-Pacific
regi on under AFACT, and in North Anerica. The LWG Vice Chairman concl uded
by conmendi ng the secretariat on the support provided to the G oup.

46. The delegation of Poland expressed its full support for the itens
currently on the work progranme of the LW&G Its results were perceived as
very instrunental for governments in changing their nethods of working from
paper - based to el ectronic ones.

47. The del egation of India comended the LW5 and rai sed the issue to what
extent the technology needed to be included in e-comerce legislation. The
LWG Vice Chairnman noted that since technol ogy becane outdated quickly, it
nm ght be nore judicious not to specify technical solutions in |egislation.

48. The Plenary noted the report of the Legal Wrking Goup
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 19) .

49, The del egat e of t he Net her | ands i ntroduced t he docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 26, Mbddel Code of Conduct for Electronic Comerce. He
bel i eved that a conbination of regulation and self-regulation would create
a good level of trust in electronic business. He then explained that the
docunent provided a checklist of items that needed to be addressed to
create trust anong parties. The principles on which it was based were
reliability, transparency, confidentiality and privacy.

50. The docunent did not include provisions for enforcenment since it was
felt that it was up to the parties using the Code of Conduct to define
appropriate enforcenent mechani sms. The LWG Vice Chairnan said that the
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analysis of the issue had started in the LWs and that a potential UN CEFACT
Reconmendati on would need to be able to provide guidance on this type of
protection.

51. The del egate of the Netherlands concluded by inviting the del egations
to send their coments on the Code of Conduct either through the
secretariat or the LWG

52. The Plenary congratulated the Netherlands on the quality of their
work and noted the report Mdel Code of Conduct for Electronic Conmerce
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 26). It would now be further considered by the LWa

53. The Deputy Director of the Trade Division introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 23, Intersessional approval of documents. He pointed out
that since 1999 there had only been one UN CEFACT Pl enary session per year,
it was inportant to have a mechanism that would enable to take decision in
between Plenary neetings. The proposal was to use electronic neans to
consult the delegations. He also explained details of the procedure, in
particular the two-nmonth period for coments, and the related foll ow up.

54, The representative of the Wrld Custons Organization (WO expressed
concern regarding one aspect of the proposed procedure, nanely that a
proposal woul d be considered as being supported by delegations if they did
not respond within the two-nonth period reserved for conments. He suggested
that the wording should be “an absence of objections from del egations”
rather than “an absence of response”. The UN CEFACT Chairman suggested that
also the UN CEFACT Chairman and the CSG Chairnman be consulted before a
docunment was submitted for intersessional approval.

55. The Chairnman of UN CEFACT and the del egati on of Bel gi umthen proposed
t hat documents approved through the intersessional process be considered as
provisionally approved until a subsequent approval by the Plenary. The
del egation of France requested that such provisionally approved docunent be
only approved by the Plenary if available in the official |anguages of the
UV ECE. The delegation of the United States of Anerica suggested that the
proposed procedure be used on an interim basis and be changed should it not
prove effective.

56. The Pl enary approved the procedure for the intersessional approval of
docunments as outlined in the document TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/23, wth the
foll owing anendnents: (a) the UN CEFACT Chairman and the CSG Chairnan
should be consulted before the docunent is subnmitted for intersessional
approval; (b) if no objections are raised by delegations within the two-
nmonth period for coments, the docunent should be considered as
provisionally approved, but this approval should further be confirmed by
the Plenary; (c) the document should be translated into the three official
UN ECE | anguages before being confirnmed by the Plenary. This procedure
woul d be used on a trial basis and be subject to a revision.

57. M. Kl aus Dieter Naujok, Standards Liaison Rapporteur, introduced the
docunent  TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 22, UN CEFACT open developnent process for
techni cal specifications. The main advantage of use of electronic neans
such as e-nmail and the web site was to reach a wi der audi ence and speed up
the work. The CSG Chairman recalled that the proposal had first been
presented | ast year and had gathered a great deal of support. The next step
now would be to discuss its inplementation with the UN CEFACT Wrking
G oups. Further he thought that a general version of the paper should be
produced to gui de the devel opnment of non technical docunents.
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58. The del egation of Ireland supported the concept of the docunent and
requested that heads of delegation be also given the opportunity to
participate in the devel opnent process.

59. The Pl enary approved the docunent UN CEFACT' s open devel opnent process
for technical specifications (TRADE CEFACT/2000/22), wth the anendment
proposed by the delegation of Ireland to the effect that heads of
del egati on woul d be involved in the devel opnent process.

60. The CSG Chairman presented the report TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 21,
UN CEFACT' s strategy for Electronic Business, that had been prepared upon
the request of the last Plenary neeting, and noted that it reflected trends
in business process and information nodelling, as well as technology
devel opnents such as XM. and Sinple EDI.

61. The del egation of Switzerland suggested that it would be useful to
have a consol i dated package of docunents related to the UN CEFACT strategy.
The docunent under discussion should be part of the package. This proposal
was supported by the Chairman of UN CEFACT and the Chair of the CSG

62. The Plenary approved the document TRADE CEFACT/ 2000/21 UN CEFACT s
strategy for Electronic Business.

63. The delegate of the United Kingdom introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 24, Sinple Electronic Business Standards. He noted that
the approach was built on Sinple EDI (The term sinpl-ED was also being
replaced by Sinmpl-eb) and the results of previous work undertaken wthin
UN CEFACT. He also stressed the need for standards to cover the whol e val ue
chain, to be independent of syntax and technology and to suit all IT
applications. The delegation of the United Kingdom then asked for the
support of other del egations and especially of the EWs and TMAG to conpl ete
the work presented in the docunent as quickly as possible and offered to
find joint neans to actively and pronptly pursue this work. The objective
of the UK was to ensure that ED work covering EDIFACT and including
EANCOM XML work (eb.XM.) and |IT applications share the same business
nmeani ng across all key val ue chai ns.

64. The EWG and TMAG Chairnmen wel conmed the docunent and undertook to
analyze it further and to explore ways and means of incorporating the work
of the United Kingdomin this area after the resources and priorities were
assessed within their respective working groups. The del egation of France
conmended the quality of the docunment and noted that it would be useful to
have a translation into French.

65. The Plenary noted the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 24, Si npl e
El ectroni ¢ Business Standards, congratulated the United Kingdom on the
quality of the work and requested that the CSG work with the EWs and TMAG
to explore the feasibility of incorporating the work initiated by the
United Ki ngdom

66. The CSG Chairman introduced the docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 1,
Progress with the ebXM. Initiative, and gave a brief overview of nmain
devel opnents in the initiative since its inception, as well as future
pl ans. The launching of the initiative had been wi dely wel coned by industry
and received considerable attention from the press. A large nunber of
experts with a mx of expertise in EDI and XML were taking part in the work
of the eight working groups established and nore than 800 participants had
registered with the ebXM. initiative |istserver.
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67. M. Bill Smth, President of QOASIS, welconed the opportunity to
attend the UN CEFACT Plenary neeting and noted that OASIS was conmitted to
i nteroperable standards. He also stressed that XM. should provide a tool
for SMEs that woul d enable themto engage in el ectronic business.

68. In response to the request by the del egation of France regarding the
need for periodic reports on the web about the developnent of the
Initiative, M. Kl aus-Dieter Naujok, Chairman of the ebXM. initiative,
noted that all the information was available on the ebXM. web site
(http://ww. ebxm .org) which was also accessible from the web page of
UN CEFACT (http://ww. uncefact.org).

69. The Plenary noted the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP.1, Progress with
the ebXM. Initiative, and approved the main direction of the joint project
with OASIS.

70. M. Klaus Naujok, Chairman of the Techniques and Methodol ogies
Wrking Goup (TMAG, reported on the work of the Group, summarized in the
docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP.5, Report of the TMAG Since the | ast
UN CEFACT session, TMAG had net three times. The priority work item for
TMAG was the progression of NO90 - UN CEFACT's Unified Process for Business
Process Mdelling. The docunent was intended for experts know edgeable in
UML nodelling and the TMAG would draft a separate high-1level docunent for
busi ness domain experts. In this context, the TMAG Chairman wel conmed the
decision of EWG to adopt the UM. nodelling approach for their work. The
G oup had also drafted a recommendation for the launching of the ebXWM
initiative which had been circulated to heads of delegations. In response
to a CSG request, TMAG had reviewed the docurments of |SO TC154/WGL, and
woul d forward the results of the analysis undertaken to the CSG

71. He also informed the Plenary that the current officers of the TMAG
nanely Peter WIson (Vice Chairman), Christian Huenmer (Secretary) and
hi nsel f (Chairman) had been re-elected for another term of office 2000-
2001. He then noted that increased demand for output fromthe TMAG conbi ned
with limted resources available were putting at risk the tinely delivery
of results. He therefore urged the heads of delegation to nominate new
nmenbers that would actively participate in the work of the G oup.

72. The former EWG Chai rman thanked the TMAG for the assistance provided
to the EWG

73. The Plenary took note of the report from the Techniques and
Met hodol ogi es Working G oup (TRADE CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP.5) and the re-election
of its officers, commended the Goup on the work in the area of UM
nodelling and invited heads of delegation to increase the resources
avail able for the Goup’s work.

74. M. David Dobbing, Chairman of the CDW5 introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 7, Report of the CDW5 and reported on the progress
of the work of the Goup. Two sub-groups had been established within the
CDWG nanely on the revision of Reconmendation No. 20, Codes for units of
nmeasure used in international trade, and Reconmendati on No. 16, UN LOCCDE -
Code for ports and other |ocations. The revised text of Recommendati on No.
20 should be available at the end of 2000 or early 2001. The Goup had
submitted six Recommendations to the Plenary, out of which three for
approval and three for information and noting. The G oup had al so been the
first one to wundergo the annual review process by the CSG The
representation of experts fromthe international trade and transportation
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field was crucial for the Goup and the CDW Chairnman encouraged the
del egations to noni nate new nmenbers for the G oup.

75. In response to a query by the delegation of the International
Association of Ports and Harbours (lIAPH), the secretariat informed the
Plenary that the new code list for Recommendation No. 16 was available
t hrough the UN CEFACT web site.

76. The del egation of Sweden felt that the report on Reconmmendation No.
30 was misleading with regard to the description of the content and that it
gave the inpression that there was a consensus in the Wrking Goup to
propose adoption of the reconmendation, which was not the case. The
del egations of Japan and Switzerland commended the productivity of the CDWs
and thanked the Goup and its Chairnman for their work. The delegate of
Switzerland suggested that the text of Recomendations be kept separate
from the volum nous and fast-changing code tables. He also requested a
specification regarding the interface with the Data M ntenance Requests of
UN EDI FACT. The del egate of Belgium felt that the approval of codes by the
Pl enary woul d be an excessively heavy process.

77. The CDWG Chairnman and the CSG Chairnman explained the procedure
adopted by the 1999 Plenary neeting to the effect that the text of
Recomendati ons would be approved by the Plenary neeting whereas the
changes in code lists were delegated to the CDAMG For this reason, since
all the Recommendations subnmitted by the CDWG to the 2000 Pl enary conprised
changes in the text, or a conpletely new text in the case of Recomendati on
No. 30, the three Recommendati ons needed to undergo the Plenary approval
process. Concerning the interface with the DVRs, the CDWG Chairnan noted
that these requests could be submtted to the EWG entry points, but also
directly to the secretariat of the COWG

78. The Plenary noted the report of the Codes Wrking Goup
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 7) and congratul ated the Group on its achi evenents.

Agenda item5 - Approval of Reconmendati ons

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 10 Draft Rec. No.5 Abbreviations of | NCOTERVS

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 11 Draft Rec. No. 24 Trade and Transport Status
Codes

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 12 Draft Rec. No. 30 The Harnonized Conmodity
Description and Coding System for the Coding
of Goods and Conmodities

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 25 Draf t Rec. No. 31 Electronic Commrerce
Agr eenent

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 28 Draft Rec. No. 19 Codes for Mddes of Transport

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 29 Draft Rec. No. 28 Codes for Types of Means of
Transport

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 30 Draft Rec. No. 21 Codes for Types of Cargo,

Packages and Packagi ng Materials
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TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 4 Comments from FI ATA on Draft Rec. 30
79. The CDWG Chairman introduced the revision of Reconmendation No. 5,
Abbr evi ati ons of | NCOTERWVES, as cont ai ned in t he docunent

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 10. The Reconmendati on had been devel oped in conjunction
with the release of |INCOTERVMS 2000 by the International Chanber of
Conmerce. He then informed the neeting that on page 4 of the docunment, the
words in parentheses after the name of the delivery term “Delivered ex

80. The Pl enary approved t he docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 10,
Reconmendation No. No. 5, Abbreviations of [|INCOTERMS, including the
correction proposed by the CDWs Chair man.

81. The CDWG Chairman introduced the revised recommendati on No. 24, Trade
and Transport Status Codes (docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/11) and summari zed
the main changes that had been nade as conpared with the previous version.
These related to additions of new codes, changes in indicators and the nane
of the Recommendation itself that had been nade in order to better reflect
the nature of the Recommendation. He also proposed a correction in the
change indicator attributed to the code val ue name 56.

82. The Pl enary approved t he docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 11,
Reconmendati on No. 24, Trade and Transport Status Codes, including the
correction proposed by the CDWs Chair man.

83. The CDWG Chairman introduced the proposed new Recommendation No. 30,
The Harnmoni zed Commodity Description and Coding System for the Coding of
Goods and Commodities. The Recommendati on was meant to encourage the use of
the Harnonized System for nore general trade and transport purposes.
Consul tations with heads of del egations had taken place over the |ast year
and the CDWG had considered all the coments received. However, since a
nunmber of additional comments had been received after the initial
consultation period, he felt that in-depth analysis of these coments by
the G oup was needed. For this reason, he did not seek approval of the
current text of the Recommendation from this Plenary and invited
del egations to participate in further work on the Recommendation. It was
i ntended that the Recommendati on be reviewed by the CDW5 open for another
public comrent period of two nonths and then possibly submitted for
i ntersessional Plenary approval before the end of 2000.

84. The WCO del egate agreed that nore analysis was needed on the issue.
In relation to the information at the UN CEFACT Conference about the work
on a comodity code supported by the United Nations Devel opment Programe
(UNDP), he also voiced a concern about the proliferation of UN supported
commodity codes. The del egate of the Netherlands expressed appreciation for
the work of the CDW5 as well as support by his delegation for the
devel opnent of wuniform codes. The delegate of Switzerland noted the
i mportance of reaching a consensus before subnitting a Recommendation for
Pl enary approval .

85. The Pl enary not ed t he draft docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 12,
Reconmendati on No. 30, The Harnonized Commodity Description and Coding
System for the Coding of Goods and Commodities. It also took note of the
proposal by the Chairman of the CDWs relating to the procedure and
tinmetable for the preparation of a final text.
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86. The CDWG Chairman introduced the new draft Recomendation No. 28,
Codes for Types of Means of Transport (document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 29), the
revi sed Reconmendation No. 21, Codes for Types of Cargo, Packages and
Packagi ng Materials (TRADE CEFACT/2000/30) and the revised Recomendati on
No. 19, Codes for Mdes of Transport (TRADE CEFACT/ 2000/28). The two-nonth
public comrent period for all these docunents had started on 21 February
and would end on 14 April 2000. Subsequently, the intention was to approve
t he Recommendati ons using the intersessional approval process.

87. The Plenary noted the document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 29, Reconmmendation
No. 28, Codes for Types of Means of Transport.

88. The Plenary noted the document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/30, Recommendation
No. 21, Codes for Types of Cargo, Packages and Packagi ng Material s.

89. The Plenary noted the docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 28, Recommendation
No. 19, Codes for Mddes of Transport.

90. The Vice Chairman of the Legal Wrking Goup introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 25, Recommendation No. 31, Electronic Commerce Agreenent.
The Reconmendation, which was the first deliverable of the Legal Wbrking
Group, was built on the work previously done in relation to Recomendati on
No. 26, Commercial use of interchange agreenments for Electronic Data
Interchange, extending its scope towards other neans of electronic
conmuni cati on and thus bridging the gap between the EDI and open e-business
environnents. The objective was to provide a tenplate with a checklist of
issues to be addressed so that even parties w thout previous relations
could engage in secure electronic transactions. Wile the nmain focus of the
Reconmendation was on business-to-business relations, it was also
appl i cabl e to busi ness-t o- consuner and busi ness-to-adm ni stration
situations.

91. The LWG Vice Chairman noted the useful feedback on the text of the
Reconmendation received from LWS subgroups, UNCTAD, UNCI TRAL, t he
I nternati onal Chanber of Conmerce, and JASTPRO. Foll owi ng a question of the
del egation of France, he also reported that valuable support had been
received from the European Commission. The Recomendation was formally
supported by del egations of Japan and Pol and, which comrended the work of
the LWG

92. The Pl enary approved t he docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 25,
Reconmendati on No. 31, Electronic Conmerce Agreenent.

Agenda item6 - Strategy for the pronotion of UN CEFACT objectives

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 13 A strategy for the pronotion of UN CEFACT s
obj ectives

93. The Chai r man of t he CSG expl ai ned t hat t he docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 13, A strategy for the pronotion of UN CEFACT objectives,
was meant to trigger discussions on the issue and that it needed further
el aboration. He noted the inportance of a clear identity for UN CEFACT, a
part of which was also related to its nane. In this context, he introduced
the proposal to change the name of UN CEFACT into the UN Centre for Trade
Facilitation and El ectronic Business in order to better reflect the scope
of the Centre’'s work. The acronym UN/ CEFACT woul d remai n unchanged. Wth a
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view to strengthening the links wth industry, the CSG Chairman also
i ntroduced the concept for further developnent of a Business Advisory
Council for UN CEFACT. Finally, he noted with appreciation the work done by
the secretariat on the enhancenent of the UN CEFACT web site.

94, The Chairman of the Pronotion Goup presented the new identity nanual
for a consistent use of the UN | ogo, developed with a contribution in kind
from the Port of Barcelona. He then thanked the UN ECE secretariat for
their support. Finally, he suggested that wupon the conpletion of the
identity manual the PROMO G oup be integrated as a sub-group into the CSG
The Chairman of UN CEFACT felt that this mght not be feasible and
suggested that the CSG further look into the natter.

95. The delegate of Switzerland noted that sonme of the proposals put
forward in the report went beyond pronotion and touched upon the strategy
of UN CEFACT as such. He suggested that the strategic issues contained in
the report be put before the Conmittee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise
Devel opnent (CTIED). The UN CEFACT Chairman stressed that the Centre worked
as a part of the United Nations and within its established practices.

96. The delegation of France enphasized the need to respect United
Nations rules with regard to the use of the United Nations |ogo. The
secretariat undertook to ensure full conformty with United Nations rules.

97. The del egations of Ireland and Japan supported the concept of the
change of the |ogo and nane of UN CEFACT.

98. The Webforce International offered their support in pronoting
UN CEFACT on their Internet TV channel. The UN CEFACT Chairman thanked for
t he proposal and noted that nodalities needed to be further discussed.

99. The Chairman of UN CEFACT and the del egation of Japan expressed their
thanks to the Chairman of the PROMO Group for his work.

100. The Plenary approved the change in the name of UWCEFACT into the
United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitati on and El ectroni c Busi ness.

101. The Plenary approved the identity manual and the |ogo of UN CEFACT,
as contained in the annex to the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 13.

102. The above decisions wll be submtted to the Conmttee for
endor senent .

103. The Chairman of UN CEFACT felt that a very detail ed proposal for the
creation of the Business Advisory Council would need to be devel oped for
consi deration by the next Plenary.

104. The Plenary nandated the CSG and the PROMO Group to devel op the ideas
outlined in the report further. |In particular, a proposal should be
prepared for the discussion at the next Plenary regarding the creation of
t he Busi ness Advi sory Council for UN CEFACT.



TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 32
page 16

Agenda item 7 - Proposal for the revision of R 650

Docunent s:
TRADE/ R 650/ Rev. 1 The mandate, terns of reference and procedures
for UN CEFACT
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 27 Proposed changes to TRADE/ R 650

105. The CSG Chairman introduced the docunents TRADE/R 650/ Rev. 1, The
nmandat e, terns of reference and procedures for UN CEFACT, and
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 27, Proposed changes to TRADE/ R 650. He explained the
rationale for amending TRADE/R 650, described the types of changes
proposed, and provided details of individual changes contained in the
docunment. He also noted that the revised document would be subnmitted for
approval to the parent body of UN CEFACT, the Conmittee for Trade, |ndustry
and Enterprise Devel opnent. The del egate of Switzerland suggested that the
docunent submitted to the Conmittee should also conprise relevant elenents
from docunents TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 13 “Pronotion of UN CEFACT objectives” and
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 23 “Intersessi onal approval of docunents”. Therefore, an
option would be for the CSG to prepare a consolidated docunent for the
UN CEFACT 2001 Pl enary.

106. The delegation of France shared the view that the intersessional
approval should beconme part of the revised TRADE/ R 650, and proposed al so
an anmendnment to the text of section 1.5 of UN CEFACT's mission statenent
concerning interoperability. A point was also nade regarding the definition
of consensus in the proposed paragraph 36 where it was felt that the two-
third nmajority should rather be classified as qualified mgjority than a
consensus.

107. Discussion also took place about the proposed paragraph 29, nanely
the possibility of reflecting in the reports of the CSG Chair the views of
CSG menbers that mght diverge from those of the CSG Chair. It was felt
that such a possibility should be enbodied in the text of the paragraph.

108. The proposal to lift the restriction on the nunber of ternms of office
for Plenary officers, as contained in the revised paragraph 21, was
supported by the delegations of the United States of Anerica, Sweden,
Australia and Canada. The Chairnman of UN CEFACT proposed an addition to
paragraph 21 to the effect that in the election or re-election process, due
consi deration would be given to consistency, continuity and clarity in the
wor k of UN CEFACT.

109. Wth regard to the role of the Conmittee in respect of anendnents to
R 650, it was proposed that such amendnents be submitted for endorsenent.
This proposal would be reflected in the text of the proposed paragraph 86.

110. The Plenary approved the docunents TRADE/ R 650/Rev.1, The nmandate,
terns of reference and procedures for UN CEFACT, and TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 27,
Proposed changes to TRADE/ R 650, with amendnents and additions proposed by
the various del egations, nanely an amendnment to section 1.5, an addition to
paragraph 21, anendnents to the proposed paragraphs 29 and 36, and a
nodi fication in the wordi ng of paragraph 86, as detail ed above.
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Agenda item 8 - Reports from UN CEFACT Rapporteurs, and related natters

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 16 Report fromthe UN CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 2 Report from the UN CEFACT Joint Legal
Rapport eur

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 6 Report of the UN CEFACT Standards Liaison
Rapport eur

111. M. Kenji |Itoh, the UN CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia, presented the
docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 16, Report from the UN CEFACT Rapporteur for
Asia, and briefed the Plenary about neetings that had taken place in the
course of the last year, as well as about the by-1aws adopted by AFACT, the
change of its acronym into Asia-Pacific Council for the Facilitation of
Practices and Procedures for Administration, Commerce and Transport and the
fact that Australia had joined AFACT as its thirteenth nenber.

112. The Plenary noted the report by the UN CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia,
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 16, and congratul ated AFACT on their activities.

113. The UN CEFACT Legal Liaison Rapporteur, in presenting the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 2, Report from the UN CEFACT Joint Legal Rapporteur,
reported on activities conducted in relation to individual countries, such
as Sri Lanka, India, the Republic of Korea and the United Kingdom He also
provided details about cooperation with international organizations, in
particular UNCI TRAL, UNCTAD, and the ICC. In addition, he particularly
noted the good collaboration with the AFACT Legal Wrking Goup. In order
to reinforce the legal work within UN CEFACT, he invited delegations to
appoi nt new nenbers to the Legal Wrking Goup. Finally, he paid tribute to
t he support provided by the secretariat.

114. The Plenary noted the report by the UN CEFACT Joint Legal Rapporteur,
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 2, and encouraged del egations to appoint nenbers to
the LWG

115. The UN CEFACT Standards Liaison Rapporteur introduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 6, Report of the Standards Liaison Rapporteur. He
specifically nmentioned the signature of the Menorandum of Understandi ng
|EC-1 SO I TUUN ECE by the four international standardization organizations
and two user groups. Further he informed the Plenary that the Business
hject Sumit that should have taken place in CGeneva on 16 and 17 My,
woul d be postponed and possibly attached to a related neeting of JTCL. He
al so reported on the activities related to the ebXM. initiative and touched
upon the work proposed by the SO TCl54 in this area.

116. He then informed the Plenary that due to his other professional
obligations he would have to resign fromthe post of the Standards Liaison
Rapporteur, and nade a proposal as regards his successor, M. Caude Hanon.
M. Hamon was the head of the del egation of France, active within the JTCl
environnent, nenber of the CENISSS Board and nenber of the Board of
EDI FRANCE.

117. The del egation of 1SO congratul ated the Standards Liai son Rapporteur
on hi s work.
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118. The representative of the Basic Semantics Register (BSR) reported on
the status of the project. The BSR addressed the business need for a common
semantics for electronic commerce. The work was based on a nultilingual
approach. The BSR was started in three |anguages (English, German and
French) and additional |anguages would be welcone. The objective was to
assist countries in participating on an equal footing in international
el ectronic interchanges. The BSR was currently being developed by 1SO TC
154 with open access for other groups and communities working on semantics.
For exanple, BSR experts participated actively in the ebXM. project. The
next step would be the launching of a web site with the prototype tool for
t he managenent and the dissem nation of the BSR Further information could
be obtained by contacting M. A Chapdani el (al ain.chapdaniel @ctinmm conj.

119. The TC154 Chairman confirnmed the commtnent of [1SO to cooperation
with UV CEFACT and informed the Plenary that the next neeting of TCl154
woul d be hosted by the Czech Republic.

120. The Chairman of the CSG agreed that nultilingualism was very
important. A report by TMAG on this issue would be discussed at the next
CSG neeting in My 2000. The CSG Chairman was in favour of close and
ef fective cooperation with TCl154.

121. The UN CEFACT Chairman congratulated M. Kl aus-Dieter Naujok on his
work as a Standards Liaison Rapporteur and opened the nomination process
for his successor. The delegation of Canada nomi nated M. C aude Hanon of
France and the nomination was supported by the delegation of Brazil. There
were no ot her candi dates and M. Hanon was appoi nted as a Standards Liaison
Rapporteur. He subsequently thanked the Plenary for their confidence, as
wel | as the assistance offered by the former Rapporteur for early stages of
hi s worKk.

122. The Plenary noted the report by the UN CEFACT Standards Liaison
Rapporteur, TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP.6, as well as the fact that the
Rapporteur had fulfilled the m ssion he had been entrusted with at the | ast
Plenary with regard to WBC. This had lead to the ebXM. initiative. The
neeting then expressed its gratitude and appreciation to M. Kl aus-Dieter
Nauj ok, who was stepping down as a Rapporteur, for his valuable
contribution to the work of UN CEFACT.

123. The Plenary appointed M. daude Hanon of France as a Standards
Li ai son Rapporteur.

Agenda item 9 - Reports from regional bodies and initiatives, as well as
regi onal advisors

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 17 Techni cal assistance provided by the Czech
Republic in the area of trade facilitation

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 18 Report of the 5th Meeting of SECI

124. The del egation of the Czech Republic reported on technical assistance
provided to selected eastern European countries, in particular to Ukraine
and Bel ar us, in t he area of trade facilitation (docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 17). The objective of the project, started in 1997, was
to increase the nunmber of countries with an effective trade facilitation
structure. Following an evaluation of the project’s achievenents, the
CGovernment of the Czech Republic decided to extend it for another two years
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and to involve additional interested countries from southeast Europe. The
del egate of the Czech Republic then thanked the UN ECE secretariat for its
support in the inplenmentation of the project.

125. The del egate of Ukraine expressed her appreciation to the Czech trade
facilitation body, FITPRO for the effective assistance in furthering trade
facilitation in Wkraine. In the franework of the above project, a working
group on trade facilitation had been established in Ukraine that pronoted
the wuse of international standards and best practices for trade
facilitation as contained in UN CEFACT's Reconmendati ons. A nunber of [|aws
had been passed or were under preparation, with a view to facilitating
transit of goods and the use of electronic docunents in transport and
trade. The country would al so adhere to the Kyoto Conventi on.

126. The del egate of Bel arus associated herself with thanks to FI TPRO and
UV CEFACT and reported on the signature of a formal agreenment on
cooperation in trade facilitation in the framework of the project, and the
adoption by the Government of Belarus of an export pronotion programe
where trade facilitation and el ectronic business were also included.

127. The Plenary noted the docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/17, as well as oral
reports fromthe del egati ons of UWkraine and Bel arus, and congratul ated them
on their achievenents.

128. The Deputy Director of the Trade Division, on behalf of the UN ECE
regi onal advisor for trade facilitation, i ntroduced the docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 18, Report of the 5'" neeting of the Southeast European
Cooperative Initiative (SECI). He pointed out that SECI continued to be a
strong advocate and agent for trade facilitation in southeast Europe, in
conjunction with the Stability Pact, and that the UNECE was involved in
both. He then described the nain achievements of the initiative in the area
of border crossing facilitation, briefed the neeting on the setting up of
trade facilitation conmrittees (PRO comittees) in SECI nenber countries, as
well as their association into SECIPRO, gave details of the Wrld Bank
project Trade and Transport Facilitation in Southeast Europe and the
creation of the SECI Crine Centre in Bucharest. Finally, he invited the
i nterested del egati ons to consul t t he web site of SECI PRO
http://ww. unece. or g/ seci pro.

129. The Plenary noted the report TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 18, Report of the 5'"
Meeting of SECI.
Agenda item 10 - Cooperation with other international organizations

Docunent s:
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ 31 Menor andum of under st andi ng | ECG 1 SO | TU- UN ECE

130. When introducing the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/31, Menorandum of
Understanding |EC1SO I TU-UN ECE, the CSG Chairman noted the signature of
the MU on the 24 March 2000 as an inportant nilestone bringing together
all four international standard-setting organizations in the area of
el ectroni c business.

131. The Chairman of UN CEFACT stressed that the MU also provided a
nmechani sm for international user groups to join the MU and invited
del egations to identify additional users groups to be included in the MU.
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132. The Plenary noted the docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/2000/31, welconmed the
decision of the ITU to sign the Menorandum of Understanding |EC SO UN ECE
and invited international user groups to join the MU.

133. The Deputy Director of the Trade Division gave an oral report on the
secretariat’s cooperation with other international bodies. He particularly
nmentioned the fruitful cooperation with UNCTAD in the framework of the
International Trade Procedures Wrking Goup and in the organization of
wor kshops in the Mddl e East and potentially also in Africa, in cooperation
with the respective regional conmi ssions of the United Nations. Further he
gave details of cooperation with the Economc and Social Conmission for
Western Asia (ESCWA), the Wrld Trade Organization (WO, the O ganisation
for Econom c Cooperation and Devel oprent (CECD) and the Wrld Custons
Organi zation (WCO) .

134. The Plenary noted the oral report from the secretariat about the
cooperation of UN CEFACT with other international organizations.

135. The CSG Chairman suggested that the nost appropriate means to enhance
cooperation with the WO and the WO woul d be a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
that would help consolidate the working relationships with those two
partner organi zations. This view was supported by the del egate of the WCQ
who informed the Plenary that the issue would also be discussed at the
upconming neeting of the Permanent Technical Conmittee of the WO He
further reported on the revision of the Kyoto Convention as an inportant
step forward in trade facilitation efforts worldwide and invited the
Plenary to support an early ratification of the Convention by nenber
countri es.

136. The Plenary noted the proposal by the CSG to prepare a Menorandum of
Understanding with the Wrld Custons Organization and mandated the CSG to
enter into discussions with that organization and to develop a draft MU
for consideration by the Plenary.

137. The Plenary took note of the information about the revision of the
Kyoto Convention and adopted the followi ng resolution to support its early
i mpl enentation: “The UN CEFACT Plenary resolves that the revised Convention
of the World Custons Organization on sinplification and harnonization of
custons procedures (Kyoto Convention) is an inportant contribution to the
achi evenent of UV CEFACT's trade facilitation objectives. Consequently, the
UN CEFACT Plenary encourages the w dest possible acceptance and the
earliest possible inplenentation of the revised Kyoto Convention.”

138. The Plenary requested that the possibility of a Menorandum of
Understanding with the WIO be expl or ed.

Agenda item 11 - Q her business

Docunent s:

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 3 EFTA Trader’s ABC CD- ROM A Tr ade
Facilitati on Manual

139. The delegate of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) reported
on the work of the EFTA Goup of Experts on Efficient Trade
Procedures that had developed a manual on trade facilitation. The
description of the content of the manual was contained in the
docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 2000/ CRP. 3
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and the CD-ROM with the manual was available from UN CEFACT and EFTA
secretariats.

140. The Plenary noted with appreciation the work done by the EFTA
countries on the preparation of the CO-ROM on trade facilitation.

141. The Plenary took note of the fact that the nandates of Plenary
officers and CSG nenbers would expire in March 2001 and requested that
del egati ons propose candi dates for these posts.

142. The Plenary agreed that a press release about the UN CEFACT Plenary
woul d be i ssued.

Agenda item 12 - Adoption of the report

Acti on:
143. The Plenary approved the |ist of decisions taken during the neeting.

144. The Chairnman thanked the translators, the secretariat, the working
groups and, in particular, the del egates.

145. The secretariat then inforned the delegates about the follow ng
deadl i nes for the submi ssion of docunments for the next Plenary:

Deadl i nes
Transl ati on | ssuance as an | ssuance as an UN CEFACT 2001 Pl enary
of ficial paper i nformal paper begi nni ng

8 January 2001 5 February 2001 26 February 2001 26 March 2001

146. UN CEFACT noted the foll owi ng neeting dates:

UN CEFACT Pl enary session 26-29 March 2001, Ceneva

UN CEFACT Steering Goup 31 March 2000, Geneva
22-25 May 2000, GCeneva
28- 31 August 2000, Ceneva
20-23 Novenber 2000, location to be

confirmed
30 March 2001, Geneva
21-24 May 2001, location to be
confirmed
AFACT/ EDI FACT neeti ng 4-8 Sept enber 2000, Tai pei
UN EDI FACT Working G oup (EWH 19-23 March 2001, New Oleans, the

United States of Anerica
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Busi ness Process Anal ysis Wrking
G oup ( BPAWG)

AFACT/ Busi ness Process Anal ysis
Meet i ng

Codes Wirki ng G oup (CDWG

I nternational Trade Procedures
Working Goup (I TPWG

Legal Working Goup (LWG

Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es
Wor ki ng Group (TMAG)

147. Cont act

UN/ EDI FACT Worki ng Group (EWG)

Chairman: M. Pierre Ceorget
Di recteur Techni que

CGENCOD- EAN France

2, Maurice Hartnann

92 137 1ssy-1es-Mulineaux
France

Tel.: +33 1 40 95 54 23
Fax: +33 1 40 95 54 49
E-nmai | . pgeorget @encod-ean. fr

26 May 2000, Geneva

4- 8 Sept enber 2000, Tai pei

15 May 2000 (UN LOCODE),
16-18 May 2000, Ceneva
27 Novenber 2000 (UN LOCODE),
28-29 Novenber 2000, Ceneva

Geneva

Geneva

3-5 April 2000, Ceneva
4-6 Septenber 2000, Ceneva
6- 8 Decenber 2000, Ceneva

26-28 June 2000, Geneva

25-27 Septenber 2000, location to
confirnmed

11-13 Decenber 2000, location to
confirnmed

5-7 Mar ch 2001, | ocation to
confirnmed

17-21 July 2000, M nneapolis, the
United States of Anerica

30 Cctober-3 Novenber 2000, Tokyo

i nformati on for the working groups can be found bel ow.

BPAWG — Busi ness Process Anal ysis Wrking G oup

Chairman: M. M chael
ETT Di vi si on

Buil ding 73, 2-009
CERN

1211 CGeneva 23

Swi tzerl and

Dor an

Tel :
Fax:
E-nmil :

+41 22 767 18 72
+41 22 767 92 95
M ke. Dor an@ern. ch

be
be
be
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CDW5 — Codes Wor ki ng G oup

Chai rman: M. David Dobbing
Data Logistics

505 Darling Street

Bal mai n, Sydney

Australia

Tel: +61 2 95 55 99 14
Fax: +61 2 95 55 15 89
E-mai | : ddobbi ng@ttmail.com

| TPWG — International Trade Procedures Wrking G oup

Chai rman: M. Roger Bl ack
22-23 Great Tower Street
London EC3R 5AQ

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Tel : +44 171 283 10 01
Fax: +44 171 283 07 68
E-mai | : rogerbl ack@rdbl . freeserve. co. uk

LWG — Legal Working G oup

Chairman: M. Rob E. Van Esch

Rabobank Neder!| and

Directoraat Juridische en Fiscal e Zaken
Croesel aan 18

P. O. Box 17100

3521 CB Utrecht

Net her | ands

Tel: +31 30 216 32 98
Fax: +31 30 216 19 68
E-mail: r.e.esch@n. rabobank. nl

TMAG — Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es Wor ki ng Group

Chairman: M. Kl aus-Dieter Naujok
Har bi nger Cor poration

4410 Deer neadow Way

Antioch, CA 94509

United States

Tel : +1 925 602 20 00

Fax: +1 925 825 91 84

E-mail: klaus@enpl ar. net

www. har bi nger. com r esour ce/ kl aus/t mng




