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1. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole considered paragraphs 4 and 12 of the
proposed outcome document of the twenty-third special session (A/S-23/2/Add.2
(Part 11)) at its meeting, on 10 June 2000.

2. At the same meeting, the Committee approved the following amendments and
recommended the paragraphs, as amended, to the special session for adoption:

(@) In paragraph 4, the bracketed text was deleted,;
(b) Paragraph 12 was amended to read:

“Achievements: There is a wider recognition that armed conflict has
different destructive impacts on women and men and that a gender-sensitive
approach to the application of international human rights law and international
humanitarian law is important. Steps have been taken at the national and
international levels to address abuses against women, including increased
attention to ending impunity for crimes against women in situations of armed
conflict.

“The work of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda has been an important
contribution to addressing violence against women in the context of armed
conflict.
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“Also of historical significance is the adoption of the Statute of the
International Criminal Court, which provides that rape, sexual slavery,
enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization and other forms
of sexual violence are war crimes when committed in the context of armed
conflict and also, under defined circumstances, crimes against humanity.

“Women’s contribution in peace-building, peacemaking and conflict
resolution is being increasingly recognized. Education and training on non-
violent conflict resolution have been introduced. Progress has been made on
the dissemination and implementation of the guidelines for the protection of
refugee women, and on addressing the needs of displaced women. Gender-
based persecution has been accepted as a basis for refugee status in some
countries. There is recognition by Governments, the international community
and organizations, in particular the United Nations, that women and men
experience humanitarian emergencies differently, and there is a need for a
more holistic support for refugee and displaced women, including those who
have suffered all forms of abuse, including gender-specific abuse, to ensure
equal access to appropriate and adequate food and nutrition, clean water, safe
sanitation, shelter, education, and social and health services, including
reproductive health care and maternity care. There is greater recognition of the
need to integrate a gender perspective in the planning, design and
implementation of humanitarian assistance and to provide adequate resources.
Humanitarian relief agencies and civil society, including non-governmental
organizations, have played an increasingly important role in the provision of
humanitarian assistance, as well as in the design, where appropriate, and
implementation of programmes to address the needs of women and girls,
including refugee and displaced women and girls in humanitarian emergencies,
and in conflict and post-conflict situations.”




