
UNITED
NATIONS

@ 
Generar Assembrv

Distr.
GENERAL

A/ 43 /3ee
l0 June 1988

ORIGTNAL: ENGLlSH

Forty-third session
ftems 4, 22, 29, 35, 36, 37, 40, 48,

63, 64, 70, 92, 83, 86, 103 and
137 of the preliminary list*

* A/43/50.

88-15722 O27Lc (E)

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

THE SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA: THREATS TO INTERNATIONAL
PEACE AND SECURITY AND PEACE INITIATIVES

QUESTION OF NAMIBIA

LAW OF THE SEA

POLICIES OF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERN}4ENT OF SOUTH AFRICA

QUESTION OF PALESTINE

THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROLONGATION OF THE ARMED CONFLICT
BETViIEEN IRAN AND IRAQ

CHEMICAL AND BACTERTOLOGTCAL (BTOLOGTCAL) WEAPONS

GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAT4ENT

QUESTION OF ANTARCTICA

DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

EXTERNAL DEBT CRISIS AND DEVELOPMENT



^/43/399English
Page 2

SPECIAL ECONOMIC AND DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS

DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF GOOD-NEIGHBOURLINESS
BETWEEN STATES

Letter dated 9 June 1988 from the Charg6 draffaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Communiqu6 of the
Fourteenth Meeting of the Standing Committee of Ministers responsible for Foreign
Affairs of the Caribbean Community, held at Port of Spain on 20 and 2l May 1988,
with the request that it be circulated as an official document of the General
Assembly under items 4, 22,29r 35, 36,37r 40,48,53r 64,7O,82r 83r 86' 103 and
137 of the preliminary list.

(Signed) Deryck Lance MURRAY

charq6 d'affaires a.i.

//.,,
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ANNEX

Conrmun of the Four
nisters r

ld at

The Standing Conmittee of Ministers responsible for Foreign Affairs of the
caribbean comunity (cARrcoM) hetd its Fourteenth Meetlng at port of spain on z0
and 21 ltlay 1988. The Meeting Has preceded by a preparatory Meeting of Officials on
17 and 18 tlay 1988. The Meeting was attended, for the first time, by the 12 Menber
States comprising meftbership of the Standing Committee. The tfeads of Delegation
were: Hon. Lester Bird, Deputy prine Minister and Minister for Forelgn Affairs,
Antigua and Barbudai lion. Janes Moultrie, Junior Minister in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Ttre Bahamas i Sir Janes Tudor, tltinister of Foreign Affalrs,
Barbadosi Hon. Dean Barrolr, Ir{inister of Foreign Affairs and Economic Developrnent,
Belize; H.E. Mr, Franklin Baron, Eigh Conmlssioner, Doninicai Mr. Kenneth Modeste,
Pernanent secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Grenadai cde. Rashleigh Jackson,
Minister of Foreign Affalrs. cuyana, Senator the Hon. Jeanette Gr an t_woodhan,
Minister of state, Ministry of Foreign Affalrs, Trade and Industry, Janaicat
Mr. calvih Farier, permanent secretary, Minlstry of Foreign Affairs, st. Kitts and
Nevisi Eon. Neville Cenac, Minisler of Forelgn Affairs, saint Luciai Senator the
llon. Stuart Nanton, parllanentary Secretary, Office of the prime lltinister,
St. vincent and the crenadl.nes, and senator the Hon. Dr. sahadeo Basdeo, Ministerof External Affairs and fnternatlonal Trade, Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Roderick Ralnford, Secretary-General of the Carlbbean Conrnunity, declared
the Meeting open.

The Meeting was addressed by Cde. Rashlelgh Jackson, Minlster of Foreign
Affairs of Guyana, as outgolng Chairnan of the Standing Corurlittee. Senator the
Iron. Dr. sahadeo Basdeo, t',tinister of External Affairs and rnternational Trade of
Trinidad and Tobago, dellvered tbe inaugural address.

l'linister Basd€o, in nelconing delegates to Trinldad and robago, commended tohis colleagues the ldea that the Comrun ltv should make a concerted effort toproject a unlted front internationarly cruiing 1988, the Fifteenth Anniversary year
of the communlty. He asserted that the profile resurtlng fron such a united front
wourd enable the connunity to take its rightful place ln the international arena.

Mlnister Basdeo said: nwe need to guard against pernitting our spirit of
individualisn and lndependence to stand in the way of aLl we can achleve through
commonality of purpose. Let us profit from the exarflple of other regional
groupings, most of which comprise larger and more powerful states than ourseLves,
and ethlch have found the truth of the old adage that in unity ties strength".

senator the Hon- stuart Nanton, parlianentary secretary in the office of the
Prlne Minister, St. vincent antl the crenadlnes, replled on behalf of visiting
delegations,
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senator the tron. Dr. sahadeo Basdeo $ras elected chalrman of the Meet.inq and
the new Chalrrnan in Office of the Standlnq Conmittee.

INTERNATIONAI, POIJITICAL SITUATION

Dlsarnanen!

The Mlnisters expressed satisfactlon at the signing of the Treaty between the
sovi'et Unlon and the United states, banning aII i nternedlate-range nuclear missilesfron Europe. The Minlsters noted that the ratificatlon and strict implementationof this Treaty would re|rpve fron Europe a whole class of dangerous weipo.,.y.

They renained seized, however, of the need for advances made in the rNF Treatyto be expanded in terms of its geographical scope as well as in the nurnber of
weapons systens enconpassed. rn this regard, they took account of efforts being
made in other foruns to concl-ude additlonal disarmarnent agreenents, includlng
agreements on chenical, conventional and long-range nuclear weapons.

The Standing Committee recognized the possible positive impact of these and
other exanples of the reraxacion ln East-west tension for global peace and security
and-agreed to keep under review the possible irnplications of these changes for the
Carlbbean Comrnunity.

The Mlnisters noted lrith satisfactlon the convening of the rnternatronar
Conference on the Rel-ationship between Disarmarnent and Developnent under the
auspices of the united Nations in New york from 24 August to ll septenber 1987.

They connended the adoption by consensus of the final docunent whicn
underlined the nurtidinens ional links between disarnanent and deveropnent. They
expressed the hope that it nould be possible to build on the foundation in the
Action Progr arnne.

The Meeting emphasized the irnportance of the forthconing fifteenth special
session of the ceneral Assenbly, ttte third special session devoted to disarnanent,

They expressed the hop€ that the session would be successful and would thereby
contribute to the halting and reversing of the nuclear arns race and to thepronotion of disarmanen! generally.

Southern Africa

The l,linisters noted the intensifLcation of the struggle against apartheid
\rithin south Africa as nell as the continued acts of aggression by th;-laci st
r6gime agalnst the front-line States of soutbern Africa.

In particular, they deplored the banning of anei -gEgElg organizaeions
t ithin south Afrlca, the proposed judictal nurder of ttre snarpevirle six and the
recent porttical- assassination of ANc Representative Dulcle septenber in paris.
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Note ras taken of the dlplomatlc initiatives ained at bringing the var ln
southern Angola to an end. The Ministers hoped for a speedy end to the illegal
occupation of Nanlbia by south Afrlca, and for Namtbla's early attainnent of
independence on Che basls of Securlty Council resolution 435 (1928).

The Ministers took note of the fact that Staees rnenbers of CARI@M were also
parlicipating in other inltiatlves - incLuding those undercaken by the African,
Caribbean and Pacific (ACPI States and the Comrbnneal th - to help eradlcate the
scourge of apartheid.

The Ministers also noted the failure of certaln western Potrers to lmplernent
fully trade and econonic sanctions against South Afrlca and urged those States to
cease providing confort to the petoria rSgime and to support the oppressed people
of South Africa and Nanlbia in thelr just struggle agalnst racist ninority rule.

On behalf of the coverrurents and p€oples of the CARICOM States, the Uinisters
reaffirmed solldarity wlth the struggle of the peoples of South Afrlca antl Nanlbla
for justice, freedom and peace.

Aparthei.d in sport

The Ministers reviewed the current status of che rnternatlonar eonvention
aqainst Apartheid ln Sport having regard to the major role that CARICOM countries
had played in the discussions leading up !o the adoptlon of the convention by the
United Natlons ceneral Asseftbl-y on 10 Decenber 1985.

They noted rrlth satisfaction the entry into force on 3 April l-9g8 of the
Convention, which they viewed as yet another international instrunent to bring
about lhe isolation of the apartheid r6gime.

They urged all States that had not yet done so to take th€ necessary sEeps, at
the earliest opportunity, to become parties to the Conventlon.

The Middle East

The Standinq Comittee consldered the current situatlon in the Middle East and
expressed concern at the loss of life and huftan rights abuses which continue to
lake place aluring the current upheavats ln the Occupled Territorles. The Irtinisters
vi eeed these developrnents as further evidence of the centrality of the Pal-estlnian
question in the Mlddle East crlsis. They called for urgent steps to establish
peace in the Mitttlle East withln the franework of a recognttlon of the rlghts of
Parestinians to theiE o,hrn horneland, tsrael's rrithdragral from occupled Arab lanils
and the acceptance of the rtght of all States in the region, includlng Israel, toIive in peace vrithln recognized and secure borders.

The Ministers also expressed regret at the worsening conflict between Iran and
rraq, and their abhorrence at the use of chenicar vreapons. They relterateal their
call to both parties to seek a negotiatett seetlenent of the confll.ct.
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DEVEI,OPI'IENTS IN TgE HEIIISPIIEF.E

Belize

?he standing cornnittee reaffirmed its unwavering support for the sovereignty
and territorlal integrity of Belize.

The Minlsters *elcomed the resunption of the negotiating process bethreen
Bellze and cuatenala, and hoped that the negotlations rrould produce a sorution by
nhich cuatenala recognized Belize's sovereignty and respected its hlstorical anttconstitutional borders.

cuyana/venezuela relations

The Ministers noted that relacions between cuyana and venezuela contLnued to
improve, as demonstrated ln the expanding and deepening net ork of bilateral
co-operation.

wiEh regard to the controversy betvreen the tno countrles, the Ministers arso
noted the reiteration by the presidents of Guyana and Venezuela of their
determlnation to co-operate fully with the secr etary-ceneral of the united Nations
in the fulfilment of the nandate given by articl-e rv (2, of the ceneva Agreement.

central America

The Ministers reviegred recent developnents in cenlral America and welconed thesignificant advances in the peace process since the signing of the Esquipulas ff
accord.

They conmended both the efforts belng made by the Central Amerlcan covernnents
to achieve national reconciliation and reconstructlon and the internatlonalpolitical and economic sul4)ort that Esquipulas II had so far attracted. They alsocalled upon al1 partles concerned to continue to work consistently towards thefinal resolution of the conflict.

The Ministers stressed the significance of a number of develoFments in respectof that subregion, as ln other parts of the rrider reglon, which indicated a growing
demonstration by regional states of their capaclty and determination to flnd
solutlons to their own problems. They viewed this phenonenon as a posLtive
developnent' particularly when seen ln the context of externar actenpts to
circunscribe the independence and soverelgnty of these states by the inposilion of
solutions to the regionrs problens.

The statnding corunittee especialry connended the inrtiative of the united
Nations in the preparation and approval of a speclal plan of econornic co-operatlonfor central America, and noted with satlsfaction the lncrusion of Belize i-n theplan.
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The situation in Panana

The Ministers discussed t.he recent deveropnents in panana and reaffirned the
sovereign right of the panarnanian people to determine their own alestinv free fromexCernal pressures.

EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE COMI,TUNITY

Su r i narne

The lr{inisters expressed sacisfaction at the restoration of representative
denocracy in suriname, folrowing the successfur conduct of general elections inNovenber 1987. They looked forward to the strengthening of functional co-operationbetlreen the Connunity and surinarne.

Haiti

The Ministers discussed the situation in Haltl since the January 1988elections and expressed deep concern that democratrc norns had not been respected.They urged that there be a redoubling of efforts toqrards the denocraeization ofHaiti and the fulfilment of the aspirationg of the ltaitian people for econornicdevelopnent and respec! for human rlghts.

The Ministers were of the view that Haiti should not be isolated by theinternational corununity at such an historicar rnonent but instead should beencouraged to emerge from the economic ancl political regression of past yeaEs.

They reaffirmed their solidarity with the Haitran people in the search for abetter future lrhere political and economlc rights are duly respected.

The standing conuni ttee agreed to continue to rpnitor crosery developmencs inthis neighbouring Carlbbean counrry.

OrganizaCion of Anerican States

The Ministers reviewed che present position of the protocor of cartagena tothe charter of the organization of American states, and noted that all cARrcoMstates members of the oAs haal ratified the protocor. They stressed the inportanceof lts early ratiflcation by those OAS nenber States which have not done so,

The Ministers discussed the adninistrative and financial siEuation of the oAsand the need to strengthen oAS techni.cal assistance capabilities.

PRESIDENCY OF THE T'NITED NATTONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

. The Standing ComnitCee of Minister responsible for Foreign Affairs of thecaribbean cornmunity reiterated its endorsement of Dane Nita Barrow as the cARrcoMcandldate for election to the presidency of the forty-third session of the united
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Nations Ceneral Assenbly. The Ministers noted that vrhile the presldency had been

held on nine occasions by the Latin American and Caribbean Group, no cARfcoM
country had ever had the privilege of representing the region in that capacity.

.Ihe l"tinisters stressed that their current candidature vtas therefore Justly
based on the principle of equitable geographical distribution and the strong desire
of aLl cARICOM countries to play their rlghtful Part ln the unlted Nations system
within an integrated and cohesive regional grouping. They expressed the hope that
consensus on this natter could be achieved within the Latin American and caribbean
croup, and that, in Lhe interest of future regional relations, solldarity t{ould be

shown iri th this legitinate caribbean aspiration.

ISLAND DEVEI,OPING COT'NTRIES

The standing comnittee reviewed Progress nade towards developing a plan of
action to deal with the special problens of island developing countries. In this
context, the conmittee noted the efforts of EcLAc/cDcc and the cARIcd't secretariat
and che work being undertaken towards the finalization of a progranne which would
place enphasis on the following specific characteristibs of snlall island developing
counEries: their narine space, vulnerabilitsy to nalural disasterB' renoteness and

instltutional problems of manaqement, and administration'

The Connittee noted the need for continued diplomatic efforts to pronote
increased awareness within the lnternational cornmuni ty of the speclal problems and

needs of the snall island developing countries.

NTROL OF DRUG ABUSE AND TRAPFICKING

The standing conniteee took note of developnents in the canpaign against drug
trafficking and drug abuse in the reqion.

The Standing Conmittee noted vtlth concern the tendency on the part of
bilateral and multilateral donors to focus on law enforcenent anal the suppresslon
of traffickj.ng while de-enpbasizing strategies to reduce demand and to improve
facllities for treatnent and rehabilitation.

The Standing Connlttee reaffirmed tbe need for the Communi ty to lntensify its
efforts to tackle the problen at all levets and stressed the importance of the
early implementatlon of the regional drug prografltle.

LAW OF THE SEA

Ministers reeiewed the progress being made by the Preparatory corunission for
the International sea-Bed Authority and for the International Trlbunal for the Law

of the gea, and noted with satisfaction that France, India, Japan and the Soviet
Union had been registered as pioneer investors. They considered thls action an

inportant step Lo;arals the establishnent of the Enterprlse - the sea-bed-mining arn
of the Authori CY.
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They agreed, particularly ln the light of the registration. Co continue theirefforts to encourage alr states that have not yet done so to ratify the conventionin order to ensure its entry into force at an iarlv date.

ANTARCTICA

The Ministers received vrith satisfaction an up-to-date report in relatlon toAntarctica and agreed to continue to co-ordinale their efforts to ensure that theresources of Antarctica are developed for the benefit of all nranki.nd.

INTERNATIONAL E@NOI4IC RELATIONS

The Ministers noted the continued econonic interdependence of stales and theitnpact of deveropnents and policies in the developed countries on the econonic,social and pol.ltical rrell-being of the developing countries.

The Ministers further noted that growth, developnent and relief from the debtburden were very dependent on groweh and trade riberarization in the developedcountrles, as werl as on financiar flows frorn those countries. This was especiar-lytrue for such sntarl deveroping countries as those of the caribbean cornmunity. Theyl'erconed the inrtiatives being taken by certain countries and agencies to increasethe resources of nultiraterat insticutions and to use the available resources ofthe surplus generating countries to the benefit of the developing countries.
The Standing Corunittee stressed, however, that much rnore needed to be done,,Il relterated the call to the internatj.onal community to increase its support forthe efforts being made by Che developing countries to generate enough growth tomeet both the sociar and econonic needs-of their people and their financialconmitments to the lnternational comnunity.

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

An offer by the covernment of sarnt Lucia to host the Fifteenth Meeeing of theStanding Conmittee of Ministers Responsible for Foreign Affairs fron 4 to9 May 1989 eras warmly accepted by the stanaling Comnittee.

The connittee also agreed to hold its sixteenth neeting in st. vincent and theGrenadines in 199 0.


