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Programme, the World Health Organization, the United Na-
tions Industrial Development Organization and the United
Nations Children’s Fund—to expand their programmes of
assistance to Sierra Leone, to co-operate closely with the
Secretary-General in organizing an effective international
programme of assistance and to report periodically to him
on the steps they have taken and the resources they have
made available to help that country;

5. Calls upon regional and interregional organizations
and other intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental
organizations, as well as the international development and
financial institutions, to give urgent consideration to the
establishment of a programme of assistance to Sierra Leone
or, where one is already in existence, to the expansion of
that programme;

6. Urges all States and relevant United Nations bod-
ies—in particular the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the World Food Programme, the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, the World Health Organization, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities—to
provide all possible assistance to help the Government of
Sierra Leone meet the critical humanitarian needs of the
population and to provide, as appropriate, food, medicines
and essential equipment for hospitals and schools;

7. Invites the United Nations Development Programme,
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the World Food Pro-
gramme, the World Health Organization, the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, the World Bank,
the African Development Bank and the International Fund
for Agricultural Development to bring to the attention of
their governing bodies, for their consideration, the special
needs of Sierra Leone and to report the decisions of those
bodies to the Secretary-General by 15 July 1983;

8. Requests the Secretary-General:

(@) To dispatch a multi-agency mission to Sierra Leone
with a view to holding consultations with the Government
on the additional assistance which it needs for the economic
and social development of the country and to communicate
the report of the mission to the international community,
the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly;

(b) To ensure that adequate financial arrangements are
made for the organization of an effective international pro-
gramme of assistance to Sierra Leone and for the mobili-
zation of international assistance;

(¢) To inform the Economic and Social Council, at its
second regular session of 1983, of the assistance granted to
Sierra Leone;

(d) To keep the situation regarding assistance to Sierra
Leone under review and to report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-eighth session on the implementation of the
present resolution.

109th plenary meeting
17 December 1982

37/159. Assistance to the Gambia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 36/220 of 17 December 1981 in
which it, inter alia, expressed its deep concern about the
extensive destruction of life and property as well as the
severe damage to infrastructure which were inflicted on the
Gambia as the result of the events of 30 July 1981,

Noting that the Gambia is a least developed country with
acute economic and social problems arising from its weak
economic infrastructure and that it also suffers from many
of the serious problems common to countries of the Sahelian
region, notably drought,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the
Gambia,”®

Noting that the economy of the Gambia is vulnerable to
several factors that are entirely beyond the Government’s
control, such as the fall in prices and in the volume of its
exports,

Noting also that declining revenues and rising costs have
caused serious budgetary difficulties for the Government of
the Gambia and that budget deficits continue to persist,

Aware of the intention of the Government of the Gambia
to organize, with the assistance of the United Nations De-
velopment Programme, a round-table conference of donors
early in 1983 to discuss the country’s development needs
and to consider ways and means of helping the Government
in its efforts to meet those needs,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for the
Gambia;

2. Endorses the recommendations contained in the re-
port of the Secretary-General and draws the attention of the
international community to the requirements of assistance
for the projects and programmes identified therein;

3. Expresses its appreciation to those States and or-
ganizations which have provided assistance to the Gambia:

4. Renews its urgent appeal to all Member States, the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system, as well as international development and
financial institutions, to contribute generously, through bi-
lateral or multilateral channels, to the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the Gambia;

5. Calls upon regional and interregional organizations
and other intergovernmental bodies and non-governmental
organizations, as well as international development and fi-
nancial institutions, to provide financial, technical and ma-
terial assistance for the implementation of the projects and
programmes recommended in the annex to the report of the
Secretary-General;

6. Urges Member States, organizations and pro-
grammes of the United Nations system, regional and in-
terregional bodies, financial and development institutions
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
to respond generously to the needs of the Gambia at the
round-table conference to be held at Banjul early in 1983;

7. Requests the appropriate organizations and pro-
grammes of the United Nations system—in particular the
United Nations Development Programme, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund, the World Food Programme, the
World Health Organization, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations and the International Fund
for Agricultural Development—to increase their current and
future programmes of assistance to the Gambia, to co-op-
erate closely with the Secretary-General in organizing an
effective international programme of assistance and to report
periodically to him on the steps they have taken and the
resources they have made available to help that country;

8. Invites the United Nations Development Programme,
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the World Food Pro-
gramme, the World Health Organization, the United Nations
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Industrial Development Organization, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, the World Bank
and the International Fund for Agricultural Development to
bring to the attention of their governing bodies, for their
consideration, the special needs of the Gambia and to report
the decisions of those bodies to the Secretary-General in
time for the consideration of the question by the General
Assembly at its thirty-eighth session;

9. Requests the Secretary-General:

(@) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary
resources for an effective programme of financial, technical
and material assistance to the Gambia;

(b) To keep the situation in the Gambia under constant
review, to maintain close contact with Member States, the
specialized agencies, regional and other intergovernmental
organizations and the international financial institutions con-
cerned and to apprise the Economic and Social Council,
at its second regular session of 1983, of the status of the
special programme of economic assistance for the Gambia;

(c) To report on the progress made in the economic
situation of the Gambia in organizing and implementing the
special programme of economic assistance for that country
in time for the matter to be considered by the General As-
sembly at its thirty-eighth session.

109th plenary meeting
17 December 1982

37/160. Assistance to Lesotho

The General Assembly,

Recalling Security Council resolution 402 (1976) of 22
December 1976, in which the Council, inter alia, expressed
concern at the serious situation created by South Africa’s
closure of certain border posts between South Africa and
Lesotho aimed at coercing Lesotho into according recog-
nition to the bantustan of the Transkei,

Commending the decision of the Government of Lesotho
not to recognize the Transkei, in compliance with United
Nations decisions, particularly General Assembly resolution
31/6 A of 26 October 1976,

Fully aware that the decision of the Government of Le-
sotho not to recognize the Transkei has imposed a special
economic burden upon its people,

Strongly endorsing the appeals made in Security Council
resolutions 402 (1976) of 22 December 1976 and 407 (1977)
of 25 May 1977, in General Assembly resolutions 32/98 of
13 December 1977, 33/128 of 19 December 1978, 34/130
of 14 December 1979, 35/96 of 5 December 1980 and
36/219 of 17 December 1981, and by the Secretary-General,
calling upon all States, regional and intergovernmental or-
ganizations and the appropriate agencies of the United Na-
tions system to contribute generously to the international
programme of assistance to enable Lesotho to carry out its
economic development and enhance its capacity to imple-
ment fully resolutions of the United Nations,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General,’
to which was annexed the report of the mission which he
sent to Lesotho, in response to General Assembly resolution
36/219, to review the economic situation as well as the
progress made in the implementation of the special pro-
gramme of economic assistance for Lesotho,

Noting the priority which the Government of Lesotho
accords to raising levels of food production through in-
creased productivity, thus lessening the country’s depen-
dency on South Africa for food imports,
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Aware that the high prices paid by Lesotho for its imports
of petroleum products as a result of the oil embargo on
South Africa have become a serious impediment to the de-
velopment of the country,

Recognizing, in connection with such embargoes, the ob-
ligation of the international community to help countries
such as Lesotho that act in support of the Charter of the
United Nations and in compliance with General Assembly
resolutions,

Recalling its resolutions 32/160 of 19 December 1977
and 33/197 of 29 January 1979 conceming the Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa and, in this regard,
noting Lesotho’s geopolitical situation, which necessitates
the urgent development of air and telecommunication links
with neighbouring countries of Africa and the rest of the
world,

Taking account of Lesotho’s need for a national network
of roads, both for its planned social and economic devel-
opment and to lessen its dependence on the South African
network, to reach various regions of the country affected
by the imposition of travel restrictions by South Africa,

Taking note of Lesotho’s special problems associated with
the employment of large numbers of its able-bodied men in
South Africa,

Taking note also of the priority which the Government
of Lesotho has accorded to the problem of absorbing into
the economy the young generation, as well as migrant work-
ers returning from South Africa,

Welcoming the action taken by the Government of Le-
sotho to make more effective use of women in the devel-
opment process by promoting their participation in the
economic, social and cultural life of the country,

Taking account also of the fact that Lesotho is not only
land-locked but also one of the least developed and most
seriously affected countries,

Recalling its resolution 32/98, in which it, inter alia,
recognized that the continuing influx of refugees from South
Africa imposed an additional burden on Lesotho,

1. Expresses its concern at the difficulties that confront
the Government of Lesotho as a result of its decision not
to recognize the so-called independent Transkei;

2. Endorses fully the assessment of the situation con-
tained in the annex to the report of the Secretary-General;”¢

3. Takes note of the requirements of Lesotho, as de-
scribed in the report of the Secretary-General, to carry out
the remainder of its development programme, implement
projects necessitated by the present political situation in the
region and lessen its dependence on South Africa;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the measures he has taken to organize an international
economic assistance programme for Lesotho;

5. Notes with appreciation the response made thus far
by the international community to the special programme
of economic assistance for Lesotho, which has enabled it
to proceed with the implementation of parts of the recom-
mended programme;

6. Reiterates its appeal to Member States, regional and
interregional organizations and other intergovernmental
bodies to provide financial, material and technical assistance
to Lesotho for the implementation of several projects and
programmes which are still unfunded, as identified in the
report of the Secretary-General,

7. Calls upon Member States and the appropriate agen-
cies, organizations and financial institutions to provide as-
sistance to Lesotho so as to enable it to achieve a greater
degree of self-sufficiency in food production;



