
Documents of the Conference 67

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/85

Letter dated 20 August 1979 from the heads of the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru
to the President of the Conference

[Original: Spanish]
[22 August 7979]

We have the honour to bring to your attention the text of
the following official declaration by the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Colombia, Ecuador, Chile and Peru issued on 18
August 1979:

"The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Colombia,
Ecuador, Chile and Peru, in the light of recent reports
concerning instructions given to United States vessels and
aircraft to defy the maritime jurisdiction of other States
exercising sovereignty and jurisdiction beyond the three-
mile limit, and in the light of official statements by the
United States Government confirming such reports,

"Considering that, in the present state of development
of the new law of the sea, it is unusual to attempt to deny
the validity of the new provisions, whose initial and
clearest expression is found in the Santiago Declaration on
the Maritime Zone of 200 miles, which contains principles
that represented a major and genuinely Latin American
contribution to the discussions of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, now in its eighth ses-
sion,

"Have resolved to declare that they do not agree with
those manifestations of a policy seemingly based on ag-
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gressive intentions, that they fully reserve their rights and
that anyone seeking to trespass on the maritime zones
where they exercise their sovereignty and jurisdiction
rightfully, peacefully and without prejudice to the freedom
of communication would be answerable for any violation
of those rights.

"This protest by the countries of the South Pacific group
is voiced as yet another expression of the solidarity exist-
ing among its members in the defence of the rights and
interests of their peoples and as a proclamation of their
decision to reject any type of pressure or threats impeding
or obstructing the negotiations taking place in the Confer-
ence on the Law of the Sea, through which the developing
countries hope to establish a more just, equitable and ef-
fective legal regime of the sea.

"Accordingly, the countries of the South Pacific group
appeal to the peoples who support concordant maritime
policies to associate themselves with this just protest, with
a view to joining their forces to ensure that this Confer-
ence achieves its noble goals for the development of
peoples and the safeguarding of peace.

"This declaration is issued in identical terms at Bogota,
Quito, Santiago and Lima on 18 August 1979, the twenty-
seventh anniversary of the Santiago Declaration."

We should be grateful if you would have the text of this
declaration circulated as an official document of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

(Signed) H. CHARRY-SAMPER
Head of the delegation of Colombia

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) L. VALENCIA-RODRIGUEZ
Head of the delegation of Ecuador

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) F. ORREGO VICUNA
Head of the delegation of Chile

to th? Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

(Signed) A. ARIAS SCHREIBER
Head of the delegation of Peru

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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