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In the absence of M. Fulci (ltaly), M. Whbisono (Indonesia),
Vice-President, took the Chair

The neeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

COORDI NATI ON, PROGRAMVE AND OTHER QUESTI ONS (agenda item 7) (conti nued)
(E/ 1999/ L. 35)

Draft resolution on a long-term progranme of support for Haiti (E/ 1999/L. 35)
M. PRI EDKALNS (Latvia), member of the Ad Hoc Advi sory G oup on

Haiti, introducing the draft resolution on behalf of the G oup's Chairnman
said that it was the product of informal consultations by the Goup with al
interested parties. After drawing attention to the main heads of the draft
resol ution, he said that Haiti, a founder nenber of the United Nations that,
in five years' tine, would be celebrating the bicentenary of its independence,
required international partnership at a difficult period of its existence. It
was essential that short-term assistance should be converted into | ong-term
strategi es. The adoption of the draft resolution would herald a new era, in
whi ch the Council would associate itself with the alleviation of poverty and
the improvenment of the quality of life in Haiti.
The draft resolution was adopted.
M. LELONG (Qbserver for Haiti) welcomed the adoption of the draft

resol uti on, which would be nost beneficial for his country. It was gratifying
that it incorporated the main recommendati ons of the Advisory G oup's report
(E/1999/103), which set innovative guidelines for countries energing from
crisis. He trusted that Haiti would rise to the challenge of translating the
draft resolution into action.

SOCI AL AND HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS (agenda item 14):

(a)  ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN (A/54/38 (Part 1), A/54/123-E/ 1999/ 66,
Al 54/ 156- E/ 1999/ 102 and Add. 1; E/1999/27, 54, 57 and 105)

(b)  SOCI AL DEVELOPMENT (A 54/ 66- E/ 1999/ 6, A/ 54/ 128- E/ 1999/ 70;
E/ 1999/ 26)

(c) CRI ME PREVENTI ON AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE ( A/ 54/ 69- E/ 1999/ 8;
E/ 1999/ 30; E/ 1999/ NG 6)

(d)  NARCOTI C DRUGS (E/ 1999/ 28 and 67)

(e) UNI TED NATI ONS HI GH COW SSI ONER FOR REFUGEES ( E/ 1999/ 21
and Corr. 1)

The PRESI DENT rem nded del egati ons that in accordance w th past

practice it was understood that, with regard to i ssues on which there had been

a previous debate in another body, persons taking the floor shoul d address
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only the question of action on recomendati ons contained in the reports of the
subsidiary bodies. |If there had been no previous debate on an item
del egations m ght wish to enter into a discussion of the substance.

Ms. KING (Assistant Secretary-Ceneral, Special Adviser to the
Secretary-General on Gender |Issues and the Advancenent of Wnen), drew

attention to the 1999 Wirld Survey on the Role of Winen in Devel opnent, an

executive summary of which appeared as docunent E/1999/44. The third in the
series, the Survey was for the first tinme devoted to a single theme: howthe
world of work was being transformed fromthe gender point of view. The main
findings were that wonen had been incorporated into paid enploynment in greater
nunbers over the past two decades, usually under conditions inferior to those
of men; that precarious fornms of enploynment had proliferated over the sane
peri od, appearing to hasten the process of wonen's incorporation into paid
enpl oynment; that the costs of econom c adjustnent had been borne

di sproportionately by wonen living in poverty; and that, with an energing
soci al protection gap, the welfare demands placed on the famly, and
particularly on wonen, appeared to have increased, especially in devel oping
countries.

It was difficult to make broad generalizati ons about whether the overal
i npact of gl obalization on gender equality had been positive or negative. It
had been responsible for new opportunities that women mght find enpowering,
yet it had al so brought increased economc volatility, job insecurity and | oss
of |ivelihood.

The Secretary-General's report on the inprovement of the situation of
worren in rural areas (A/54/123-E/1999/66) found that, while the proportion of
the wor kforce engaged in agriculture was on the decline, wonen's share in that
wor kf orce was on the increase, particularly in the Mddle East and Africa,;
that privatization and integration into global markets in the devel oping world
had worsened the ternms of trade for agriculture, increasing the burden of
subsi stence for the rural poor, but had, increased the opportunity for wage
enpl oynent for women, particularly in Asia and Latin Anmerica; that
f emal e- headed househol ds were a diverse category and in sone cases, owing to
remttances fromthe husband or other nale fam |y menbers, tended to be better
of f than other households, with the possible exception of those headed by

wi dows and single wonen.
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Despite the fact that women in rural areas had | ower levels of literacy,
education, health and nutritional status than nmen, they continued to nmake a
significant contribution to agricultural production throughout the world and
had primary responsibility for food security in nost households. Most of
their work, however, was unaccounted for, thereby causing a net loss to the
nati onal economy.

Wth regard to the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wonen (I NSTRAW, the Secretariat fully supported the mandate
and need for INSTRAWto continue its unique work of research and training. It
also fully supported any kind of pragmatic revitalization of that institution,
whi ch was | ong overdue. The situation was very grave. |f funds were not
forthcom ng by the end of Decenber 1999, the Institute faced closure, as was
made clear in the notes by the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ 1999/102 and Add.1). It
was for the Council to decide on the Institute's fate. She therefore |ooked
forward to seeing a decisive and action-oriented resolution that would give
the Secretary-General clear guidance on the way forward. The Secretari at
woul d wel come col | aborati on and an exchange of views with interested Menber
States and stakehol ders on ways of revitalizing the Institute.

She fully supported the proposal in the report of the President of the
Board of Trustees of | NSTRAW (E/ 1999/105) that the Institute' s fundi ng nmust be
pl aced on a firmbasis; that was essential to |long-termplanning, quality
staffing and increased visibility. It was to be hoped, therefore, that old
pl edges woul d be paid up and new pl edges made and kept. She expressed
appreciation to all the States that had contributed over the past 20 years.
The Secretariat would do all in its power to neet States' requests. The
out comes, however, would be comensurate with the voluntary funds paid in and
the degree of guidance that was received.

She drew attention to paragraph 6 of the Secretary-General's note
(E/ 1999/ 102/ Add. 1), which contained the Secretary-General's views on the
urgent need for Menber States to make adequate voluntary contributions to the
Institute, and to paragraph 10, which stated that it had not been possible to
circul ate an announcenent for the post of Director. She was happy to report
that a fornmer deputy Director, a wonman of great experience and ability, had

been appointed ad interimfor a period of four nonths.
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Ms. TORRES (President, Board of Trustees of the Internationa

Research and Training Institute for the Advancenent of Whnen (I NSTRAW),

i ntroducing the reports of the Board of Trustees (E/ 1999/57) and of the

Presi dent of the Board (E/1999/105), said that, at its nineteenth session, the
Board had approved a strategic plan and work programre for the com ng

bi ennium The plan included efforts to collaborate nore intensively with the
Department of Economi ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) and the Conm ssion on the
Status of Wonen to facilitate an increased flow of information. It also ained
to initiate innovative approaches for the dissem nation of relevant and tinely
i nformati on on gender by making use of facilities on the information highway.

The strategic plan and work programme of the Institute had been designed
to be consistent with the systemw de nediumterm plan for the advancenment of
wonen 2002-2005 and to provide fresh insights into issues addressed by the
Beijing Platformfor Action. |Instead of developing its own training
programes, | NSTRAW pl anned to develop into a global resource centre on
research and training practices, systematically assenbling and di ssem nati ng
research findings and training practices, an approach that would be
facilitated by close collaboration with intergovernmental structures. Even in
1999, with the limtations on its operations inposed by financia
difficulties, it had been able to inplenent its work programme. It could do
nore with increased support for its various progranmres.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, she requested the Council to adopt a
new resolution instituting measures for the revitalization of | NSTRAW al ong
the lines indicated in her report (E/ 1999/105). It was inportant to secure
the Institute's financial base, so that its mandate coul d be conpl eted wi thout
i npedi ment. There was a continuing need to inprove gender equality and the
status of wonen in various parts of the globe. She hoped that the Counci
would join in efforts to revitalize and strengthen the Institute for the
advancenent of wonen worl dw de.

M. LUCAS (United Nations Ofice for Drug Control and Crine
Prevention), introducing the report of the Secretary-General on the
elimnation of violence agai nst wonmen (A/54/69-E/ 1999/8), said that in its
resolution 52/86 the General Assenbly had adopted the Mddel Strategies and
Practical Measures on the Elimnation of Violence against Wnen in the Field

of Crime Prevention and Crimnal Justice. The Mdel Strategies reflected the
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need for an active policy of gender mainstreaming in all areas relating to the
el imnation of violence agai nst women. The report summarized the information
provi ded by Menber States on the progress achieved in overhauling their
| egislation to ensure that women were treated fairly by the crimnal justice
system It also provided information on the related aspects of the work of
the Centre for International Crime Prevention. A concerted crimnal justice
response to donestic violence and the elimnation of violence against wonen,
whi ch violated human rights and personal integrity, inpeded freedom and
limted women's contribution to social progress, had | ong been on the agenda
of the Commission on Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice. The Secretariat
| ooked forward to the Council's further guidance in the matter
M. MARTINS (President, International Narcotics Control Board)

said that the Council had recently elected six new nmenbers of his Board. A
par amount requirenent for nmenbership was i ndependence: menbers served in
their personal capacity, not as government representatives. They nust not
hol d a position or engage in any activity liable to inpair their inpartiality.
Governments were under an obligation to ensure that nom nees could act
i ndependently; the Board then applied its own procedure to guarantee that its
menbers remai ned i ndependent throughout their term of office.

In the interests of effectiveness and credibility, the conposition of
t he Board ought to take into account the principle of equitable geographica
distribution and to include people possessing a know edge of the drug
situation in the produci ng, manufacturing and consum ng countries. 1In
addition, the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs attenpted to ensure
that appropriate nmedi cal and pharnmacol ogi cal experience was al so represented
on the Board.

Unfortunately, the high standards set by the Convention had not been
entirely nmet by the results of the recent elections. There was still no
equi tabl e geographi cal distribution of nmenbers: eastern Europe, and
particularly Africa, where drugs had becone a significant problem were
under-represented. Nor was there a good bal ance in the professiona
backgrounds of the nenbers. The newy el ected Board woul d contain medi ca
doctors, drug control adm nistrators and drug |aw enforcenent officers but no
| egal practitioners, although a nenber with experience in applying and
interpreting the | aw was essential when anal ysi ng government performance. The

i nbal ance should be rectified, at the |atest, at the next elections.
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Over a year had passed since the | andmark special session of the
CGeneral Assenbly on the world drug problem and sone countries had al ready
achi eved inpressive results in inplementing the goals of the G obal Progranme
of Action. The progress achieved by Bolivia and Peru in the eradication of
coca bushes was encouragi ng. The Board was confident that the nmomentum
generated by the special session could be maintained and that the Conm ssion
on Narcotic Drugs would nonitor the inplenmentation of the Programme with
consci enti ousness. The Board woul d cooperate with the Comm ssion in that task
through its nmonitoring of the inplenentation of the international drug contro
treaties.

Al t hough international drug control treaties enjoyed near-universa
ratification, universal conpliance had yet to be achieved. The Board remai ned
concerned that the Government of Lebanon had not yet withdrawn its
reservations on the provisions agai nst noney-|laundering in the United Nations
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances of 1988. The de facto and, in some cases, de jure
decrimnalization of drug use in sonme countries was a further cause for
concern. Mbdreover, serious deficiencies in national drug control systems and
a prolonged failure of some Governments to cooperate with the Board had led to
i nvocations of the relevant articles of the Convention on Psychotropic
Subst ances of 1971 which, if pursued, would lead to a recomrendation to the
Council to ban inports and exports of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances to those countries. The Board had, however, finally nanaged to
establish a dialogue with several of the Governnents concerned and the
procedure had been term nated or suspended in some cases.

Despite the significant progress made over the past hundred years in
i nternational drug control, major challenges remained, such as the need to
address the significant global inbalance in the availability of drugs for
appropriate nedical and scientific purposes. Nunmerous countries in the
devel opi ng worl d experienced serious shortages of pain-nmanagenment drugs; it
was necessary to exam ne how the United Nations m ght provide concrete
assistance in that regard. 1In several - mainly industrialized - countries,
psychot ropi c- subst ance consunpti on had reached an unprecedented | evel; overly

i beral prescribing practices which mght |ead to abuse shoul d be addressed.
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The tendency to subject to public vote highly technical questions
concerning the medical use of certain psychoactive substances was a cause for
concern; such issues should, rather, be decided by science. Moreover, drug
control trials - such as those involving the adm nistering of heroin to
severely dependent addicts - should be nonitored by an i ndependent,

i nternati onal body.

M. LATORRE (Observer for the Dom nican Republic) said he was
concerned at the dire situation of the United Nations International Research
and Training Institute for the Advancenment of Women (I NSTRAW which had its
headquarters in his country. Not only was | NSTRAW one of only three
United Nations bodies to be |ocated in the devel oping world, but wonen in
devel opi ng countries were the nost vul nerabl e popul ati on group and mnust
continue to benefit fromclose contact with the Institute. It would hardly
be reasonable for a key institution for the advancenent of wonen to cease to
exi st less than a year before “Beijing Plus Five”, especially in view of the
i nternational commtnment to inplenment the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor
Action. The reasons which had led to the Institute s establishnent were as
perti nent as ever they had been

The probl em was not one of the location of the Institute but of funding,
and of ensuring that resources were managed effectively and with probity.
Programme priorities nmust be re-evaluated, with greater enphasis on
results-oriented research and on service provision. Admnistrative costs
shoul d be m ninmzed, and those aspects of the Institute s governance relating
to United Nations intergovernnental processes covered by the conference
servi ces budget. Furthernore, a permanent director nust be appointed at the
earliest opportunity. Donor countries nmust be urged to continue to contribute
to the strengthening of the Institute. The Council had the power to pronote
its revitalization and to ensure that it contributed even nmore effectively to
the inplenentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action

M. HERNANDEZ (United Nations Joint Inspection Unit (JIU))

i ntroduced the note by the Secretary-Ceneral containing an eval uati on of
| NSTRAW carried out by the JIU (A/ 54/ 156- E/ 1999/ 102). Follow ng fact-finding
m ssions to Santo Dom ngo and New York, the Unit had concluded that the
Institute stood as an exanple to the entire system of what could be achieved

with scarce resources. |INSTRAWSs acute financial crisis had been brought
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about mainly by the recent w thdrawal of support by some donors. |[If the
Institute were cl osed down, however, the United Nations would be sending a
very negative signal to the world about its comm tnent to the advancement of
wonen. The dem se of | NSTRAW woul d al so negatively affect progress towards
gender equality. The JIU was in favour of the continuation of the Institute;
the report contained recommendations to that effect for consideration by the
Counci | .

The report detailed sone shortcom ngs in the admnistrative services
provi ded to I NSTRAW by the United Nations Secretariat. |In that connection
the Institute should be conpensated at the earliest opportunity for the
i nappropriate use of its funds. [INSTRAW it appeared, was also an innocent
victimof the systemw de fight for funds. Those institutions which did not
have access to regul ar budget funding suffered a di sadvantage whi ch had grown
nore serious in recent years. It was a matter of concern that the voluntary
fundi ng concept was not applied on a fair and equal basis. There appeared to
be no good reason why the United Nations Institute for Disarmanent Research
(UNIDIR), for exanple, should be able to supplenment its voluntary funds by a
subsidy fromthe regular budget, while other United Nations research
institutes were denied such an option

| NSTRAW s Strategic Plan and Work Programre for 2000-2003 detail ed
institutional reforns which were designed to create a nore sustai nable
financial base for the Institute. Menber States shoul d acknow edge | NSTRAW s
“val ue for noney” over the |longer termand should renew their support to the
Institute.

M. Sychov (Belarus), Vice-President, took the Chair

M. JESSEN- PETERSEN (Assistant United Nations H gh Comr ssioner
for Refugees (UNHCR)), introducing the report of the United Nations High

Commi ssi oner for Refugees (E/1999/21 and Corr.1), said that the nature of
human di spl acenment had undergone far-reaching changes in recent years. Forced
di spl acement tended to result above all fromconflicts of an internal nature,
typically involving deeply divided conmunities. Flagrant and intol erable
violations of humanitarian | aw had affected | arge nunbers of civilians

causing untold suffering and triggering flight. The term “displaced”
currently enbraced both refugees and internally displaced persons as well as

other victinms of conflict. Drawi ng an operational distinction between such
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categories was becom ng increasingly difficult, when humanitarian assistance
and protection were needed in a hostile environment affecting all popul ation
groups equal ly.

Massi ve forced displacement had al so caused outfl ows of populations in
whi ch people of concern to UNHCR were nixed with arnmed and ot her el enents
whi ch m ght even be excluded frominternational protection under the existing
rules. Flows had al so occurred into insecure environments such as northern
Al bani a, where wi despread banditry - together with the presence of arned
el ements - had exposed humanitarian workers to grave risks and obliged UNHCR
to encourage refugees to nove away from border areas. While the host
Governnments clearly had the primary responsibility for maintaining | aw and
order in refugee-popul ated areas, the ability to discharge that responsibility
varied widely. The issue of staff safety nust continue to be at the forefront
of UNHCR concerns, especially in view of the trend towards nore insecure
situati ons.

I ncreasingly, humanitarian agencies were being denied access to affected
areas for long periods, as in rebel-held areas of Sierra Leone. Governnments
and the parties to conflicts often deliberately denied access to humanitarian
workers in direct contravention of international |aw.

The speed of current novenents, and the need to respond equally rapidly,
was a relatively new feature. In Kosovo and the nei ghbouring countries, UNHCR
had been obliged to shift froma major relief operation for internally
di spl aced persons inside Kosovo to a massive refugee relief operation in
nei ghbouring countries, only to have to respond, within a matter of weeks, to
the spontaneous return of nmore than 700,000 refugees and internally displaced
persons. |Its strategic priorities in the region were to continue to
facilitate spontaneous repatriation, organize voluntary repatriation
nmovement s, provide humanitarian assistance to returnees to ease reintegration
and to nonitor protection inside Kosovo, particularly for ethnic Serb and Rona
mnorities. It would also continue to support asylumcountries in the region
to help themdeal with the residual refugee popul ation and for rehabilitation
needs. At the sane time UNHCR, was working with countries that had
participated in the humanitarian evacuation programe to hel p those refugees
who wi shed to return to Kosovo. Meanwhile, UNHCR would maintain its regiona

approach to displacenent in the region of and around the forner Yugoslavia.
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Because of the need to respond urgently to | arge-scal e novenents of
refugees, the Hi gh Conmm ssioner had called on the support of nmilitary forces,
because of their logistical capacity and ability to nove avail abl e assets
rapidly. While there mght be no alternative to the involvenent of the
mlitary in such situations, the humanitarian response nust always retain its
civilian and i ndependent character

The nmultitude of actors in the humanitarian field and the conplexity of
recent peace agreenents posed new chal |l enges to international cooperation
The mammoth job of consolidating peace and reconciliation while encouraging
reconstruction and devel opnent would require a sustai ned conm tnment by the
i nternational comunity and the devel opnent of conprehensive approaches to
ensure the sustainability of return. Such a conmm tnent was especially needed
in Africa, where many programmes were failing to neet essential needs for |ack
of funding.

Bri dgi ng the gap between humanitarian assi stance and | onger term
devel opnent was essential, not only to achi eve adequate reintegrati on of
returnees but also to elimnate the causes of further displacenent. In
Kosovo, a recently-concluded survey of returnees denonstrated that
sustainability of return would depend on the rapid inplenentation of basic
reconstruction activities. In other situations, however, the relief to
devel opnent transition could not await the arrival of peace. Planning had to
begin during the conflict, so as to reduce the lead time before mainstream
devel opnent institutions could start work. An initiative taken recently by
t he Hi gh Conmi ssioner, in close coordination with the Wrld Bank and the
United Nations, had contributed significantly to UNHCR s thinking and action
to narrow the institutional and financial gaps in such situations.

The chal | enges he had outlined were exacerbated by uneven |evels of
funding to Consolidated Appeals (CAPs). Sone countries had been critically
under funded, crippling urgent relief programes, and sone |arge voluntary
repatriation progranmes had had to be cut down, |eaving refugees stranded
abroad. Even nore significantly, UNHCR protection, solutions and coordi nation
activities had all suffered fromunderfunding. Current projections indicated
a shortfall at the end of 1999 of up to US$ 275 million, as against a tota
pl anned expenditure of US$ 1.2 billion. Sonme programmes had already had to
sl ow down and others had been requested to review their priorities in view of

the limted resources.
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Turning to maj or operational devel opnments, he said he would begin with
Africa, where UNHCR continued to nmobilize international attention and support
for the plight of over 6.5 mllion refugees and di spl aced persons. The
H gh Comm ssioner had travelled extensively to Africa over the past year, nost
recently to attend the Organi zation of African Unity (QAU) Sunmit in Algiers
where she had appealed to African | eaders to renew their commitnent to aid
refugees and di spl aced persons on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of
the Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problens in Africa.

The signing of the ceasefire agreenment in the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo had rai sed hopes for lasting peace there and in the region as a whole.

Di pl omatic efforts nmust continue, however, to encourage the |eaders of rebe
movements to sign the agreement as being the only way to bring about nationa
reconciliation.

Fighting in the east of the country had unfortunately continued, forcing
over 40,000 new refugees to cross into the United Republic of Tanzani a.
Fighting in the north in recent days had triggered an influx of sone
18, 000 persons into the Central African Republic, including sone
6,000 fornmer soldiers, a matter of great concern. UNHCR had enphasi zed that
its assistance would be primarily devoted to civilians, with special attention
to wormen and children. It hoped that the two Governnents concerned woul d work
out nodalities for the return of the disarnmed soldiers to the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo.

The internal war in the Republic of the Congo had triggered fresh
refugee flows. Over 25,000 Congol ese refugees had crossed into the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo and, a further 25,000 refugees had sought refuge in
northern Zanbia, obliging UNHCR to | aunch an energency programre at a cost of
US$ 2.4 million. Gabon, too, was witnessing an influx refugees fromthe
fighting in the Republic of the Congo. Sonme 20,000 refugees were estimated to
have crossed into Gabon, where a UNHCR energency team had been depl oyed and
was working with the authorities to find suitable sites for shelter

In Burundi, the slow progress of the peace process had danpened hopes
that | arge-scale repatriation could soon begin. Returns fromthe canps in
Tanzani a, had virtually ceased. Faced with growi ng concern by the Governnent
of Burundi about mlitary activities in the border region, UNHCR was
continuing to support the strengthening of the |ocal Tanzanian police and

was working with the authorities to ensure the civilian nature of the canps.
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The Hi gh Commi ssioner was pleased to note the continued successfu
reconciliation process in Rwanda, despite the fighting across its western
border. UNHCR hoped to consolidate its reintegration programe before 2000.
Strong donor support was needed for an inter-agency joint reintegration unit’'s
key efforts to snmooth the transition fromrelief to devel opnent.

In West Africa, UNHCR had supported the peace tal ks between the
Governnment of Sierra Leone and the Revolutionary United Front, culmnating in
the signing of the peace agreement, which should pave the way for the
voluntary return of refugees fromSierra Leone. |In its capacity as
Humani tarian Coordinator, it was facilitating international aid agencies
access to rebel-held areas and reactivating repatriation planning in the
various countries of asylum UNHCR had been instrumental in the organized
repatriation of thousands of Liberian refugees, which would end in
December 1999, and hoped to phase out its reintegration activities in Liberia
by m d-2000. Repatriation would not be sustainable, however, unless donors
provi ded the necessary funds for |onger-termreconstructi on and devel opnent
pr ogr amres.

The resunption of hostilities in Angola had brought the total of Angol an
refugees in the region to 263,000, with the newy internally displaced persons
totalling 1.5 mllion. Lack of access had bl ocked the delivery of urgently
needed relief to displaced persons in UNITA-held areas. In the Horn of
Africa, border fighting between Eritrea and Ethiopia had |eft thousands
honel ess, and the return of Eritrean refugees living in Sudan had been
prevented by political obstacles. However, the organi zed repatriation of
Somal i refugees fromeastern Ethiopia to north-west Somalia had been resuned.

Before turning to the situation in North Africa, he wished to express
the Hi gh Commi ssioner's condol ences on the death of King Hassan Il of Morocco,
a great statesman who had been instrunmental in resolving many conflicts. On
the Western Sahara, UNHCR wel comed the Secretary-General's continuing efforts
to resolve the political issues still hindering the inplenmentation of the
United Nations Settlement Plan, which currently aimed at the return of
refugees by March 2000, so that they could vote in the July referendum
Regi stration was continuing in the canps near Tindouf.

Despite relative stability in Afghanistan, the H gh Comm ssioner was

concerned at the lack of funding which prevented UNHCR from adequately
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addressing the needs of millions of refugees in Pakistan and Iran and the
reintegration of returnees, whose nunbers were expected to soar by the end

of 1999. The small rotating international presence, all that the current
security situation allowed, was too nodest to have a significant inpact on the
returnees' needs. UNHCR had suggested that the United Nations should |aunch
an Afghan Wonen's Initiative to assist it, emulating simlar initiatives

el sewhere

In Central Asia, the Tajikistan situation remained fragile, although a
recent Swi ss Gover nment - UNHCR eval uati on m ssion had found that the UNHCR
repatriation progranme had contributed to the peace progress. Wth the
conpl etion of the organized voluntary repatriation of Canbodi an refugees from
Thai l and, efforts were concentrated on reintegration inside Canbodia, where
the wi despread presence of | andm nes and destroyed infrastructure posed maj or
chal | enges.

Protection for Karen and Karenni refugees had inproved with the recent
UNHCR presence on the Thai - Myanmar border; the border canmp popul ati on had been
regi stered, and thousands of new arrivals housed in canps, with the Royal Tha
CGovernment' s cooperation on the establishnment of admission criteria and
rel ocati on of canps at risk. In order to ensure the sustainable
reintegration of Muslimrefugees who had returned to Northern Rakhine State
in Myanmar since 1994, UNHCR was proposing the establishment of a five-year
United Nations Integrated Devel opment Plan to phase out its assistance by the
end of 2000. The repatriation process had been accelerated with the return to
Myanmar of the remaining refugees in Bangl adesh, and tal ks were in progress
wi th the Bangl adeshi authorities on self-reliance activities for those
unwi I ling or unable to return in the near future.

UNHCR was cl osely nonitoring the escal ation of violence in East Tinor,
whi ch had di spl aced sonme 60, 000 persons. At the |Indonesian Government's
request and with the agreenent of the United Nations M ssion in East Tinor
(UNAMET), UNHCR woul d | ead measures to enhance the coordi nati on and provision
of emergency protection and humanitarian assi stance to di splaced persons in
East and West Tinor and their return home.

In northern Latin Anerica, UNHCR was concerned at the increase in forced

di spl acenment in Colonbia and its wi der regional inplications. The Governments
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of Col onbi a and Venezuel a - where nore Col onbi ans were seeking refuge - had
stressed their intention to comply with their international refugee |aw
obl i gations and hel p UNHCR address any new i nfl uxes from Col onmbi a.

I n Kosovo, UNHCR and ot her agencies had been faced with one of the worst
and nost publicized crises of recent years and one which had raised a nunber
of broad issues concerning the role of humanitarian agencies, donor States and
host Governnents. UNHCR hoped to gain val uable | essons from an i ndependent
eval uation it had conmm ssioned of its role and performance in the crisis,
whi ch woul d review the international comunity's preparedness for such
outflows and its response to them between | ate March and the end of June 1999.
Its conmitnent to inprove its effectiveness nust be supported by the
commtnent of States to uphold the basic tenets of refugee | aw and to provide
UNHCR with the political and financial support required to fulfil its mandate.
He hoped it could count on the Council's continued understandi ng and support.

Ms. CORTEZ de SORIANO (Bolivia), Chairperson of the United Nations

Conmi ssion on Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice, introducing the report on
the Comm ssion's eighth session (E/ 1999/30-E CN. 15/1999/12), said that the
Conmi ssion had net in Vienna some nonths previously. Its work had been wel |
prepared, four inter-sessional briefings having been organized for permanent
m ssions in Vienna, preceded by neetings of the Comm ssion's bureau, which had
received draft resolutions in advance, to ensure that the Conm ssion would be
able to cope with its heavy agenda in the limted tinme it had at its disposal

Havi ng highlighted the salient elenents of the various agenda itens, she
said that the Commission's deliberations had cul mi nated in the recomendation
for adoption of 10 draft resolutions and three draft decisions, all of which
were currently before the Council

Several suggestions had been made for further inprovenent of the
Commi ssion’ s strategi c managenent neasures, such as inter-sessional neetings
for permanent missions as a forumfor both information exchange and policy
debate on substantive issues. She hoped the Conmm ssion’s recomrendati ons
woul d receive the Council’s full support.

M. AMRKH ZI (Islamc Republic of Iran), Chairman of the

Commi ssion on Narcotic Drugs, said that, at its |last session, the Conm ssion
had carried out its duties as an organ of the international drug contro

treaties, had fulfilled the mandates it had received fromthe General Assenbly
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and the Council and, as the governing body of the United Nations Internationa
Drug Control Progranmmre (UNDCP), had endorsed the revised programre budget and
the revi sed bi enni um support budget as well as the outline for the biennium

2000- 2001 of the UNDCP fund. It had al so provided policy directives to UNDCP

The Conmi ssion had recommended four draft resolutions and two draft
deci sions for adoption by the Council and had brought to the Council's
attention nine resolutions and three decisions that it had itself adopted.

The Conmi ssion had agreed on an Action Plan for the Inplenmentation of
the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reducti on, pursuant
to General Assenbly resolution 53/115, and had recomended that the Counci
shoul d approve it and submt it for adoption by the General Assenbly.

Ms. ELLIOIT (Observer for Guyana), speaking on behalf of the
Group of 77 and China, expressed their appreciation of the reports of the
Board of Trustees of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wonen (I NSTRAW (E/1999/57) and the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU)
(A/ 54/ 156- E/ 1999/ 102), which presented a clear analysis of the root causes of
the Institute’s financial and staffing problenms and reconmended sone
sol utions.

Si nce the inauguration of INSTRAWIin the Dom nican Republic in 1983, the
Group of 77 had followed with interest its efforts to fulfil its mandate for
t he empower ment of wonen, especially in the devel oping countries, despite the
funding constraints as a result of its dependence on voluntary contributions.
The Goup of 77 and China were dismayed at I NSTRAW s dire financial situation
and severely reduced staff which had curtailed the fornulation and
i npl enmentation of its programre just when the international comunity was
preparing to assess progress towards the objectives set in the Beijing
Platformfor Action.

She urged donors and the international comrunity to denonstrate the
required political and devel opnental will to revitalize the Institute. G ven
the constant official reiteration of the Institute’ s inportant training and
research role, the Goup of 77 and China hoped that the draft resolution it
had submitted to the Council would be adopted and woul d effectively contribute
to the revitalization process.

The Council had been provided with information by the Board of Trustees

on the progress made in preparing a strategic work plan, and had been updated
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on the outconme of the Inter-Agency Brainstorm ng Wrkshop and t he
I nternational Dialogue on Research and Training Priorities for Wnen in
Devel opnent. A careful analysis should thus be made of the viability of the
proposed neasures to revitalize INSTRAW as outlined in the position paper
prepared by the | NSTRAW Board of Trustees (E/1999/105, annex I1). The
Group of 77 and Chi na endorsed those neasures which, while contenpl ati ng sone
institutional reforns, did not threaten the autonony and i ndependence so
crucial to the Institute's mandate.

M. AL-DOURI (QObserver for lraq), said that, in view of the

i nportance of pronoting children's rights, his del egation supported the

obj ectives set forth in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In that
connection, he drew attention to the recent proliferation of econom c
sanctions, especially against devel oping countries, which already faced
abundant problems. Stressing the many adverse consequences of sanctions,
especially to children, the nost vul nerable menmbers of society, he cited
docunent A/ 51/306, which contained an appeal from Ms. Graga Machel to the
Security Council for the international conmunity to refrain frominposing
conprehensi ve sanctions w thout taking account of binding humanitarian
exceptions, and that the Security Council's Boycott Comrittee should reverse
sanctions when they were found to cause children excessive suffering.

Conpr ehensi ve econom ¢ sanctions of unprecedented scal e had been i nposed
on lraq since August 1990, with tragic effects on all sectors of society. The
nmortality rate among new born babi es had increased from 28 to 92 per thousand
live births and maternal nortality had increased from17 to 18 per 1,000. 1In
1990 al one, nmore than 70,000 children under five years of age had died. Tota
deat hs anong children resulting fromthe inposition of sanctions between
1990 and the end of 1998 were nore than 1,087,000. The children of Iraq were
al so suffering from psychol ogi cal di sturbances never previously known in the
country. Perhaps the nost serious threat they faced was cancer, resulting
fromthe use of depleted uraniumin the amrunition enployed by the
United States of Anerica and the United Kingdomin their continuing aggression
agai nst Iraq.

It was not only the health and nutrition of children that was being
i npai red but also their education. Many were droppi ng out of school because

of the cost of clothes and textbooks and because free neals could no | onger be
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provi ded. Instead, many children had to work in the informal sector to assi st
their parents. According to a 1997 UNI CEF report, the drop-out rate from
primary school for children aged between 6 and 11 was 73 per cent. O the
total nunber of children entitled to attend primary school, 25 per cent were
not in school at all

In short, the life of children in Irag was hard and m serable: they
could not be given the necessary care and attention. Yet, they, too, were
part of the world's children and had the right to aspire to higher standards
of health and education and better living conditions. It was deplorable that,
on the threshold of a new century, |ethal measures should continue to be
i nposed which had led to the deaths of 2 million Iragis and that the United
Nati ons should still be unable to renedy the injustice affecting the children
of Irag. The sanctions against his country nmust be lifted.

M. TAPIA (Chile) said that the reports of the Board of Trustees
of the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancenent of
Wonen (I NSTRAW (E/ 1999/57) and of the Board's President (E 1999/105),
together with the JIU report (A/54/156-E 1999/102 and Add.1), gave a ful
picture of the Institute's situation which had beconme very difficult in recent
years. His delegation strongly believed that | NSTRAW had an inportant part to
play in the advancenent of women, a goal that had the firm backing of the
United Nations. |Its part needed to be clearly defined, however, so that its
activities could be revitalized and its managenent inproved by the provision
of the necessary human and financial resources.

The draft resolution on the revitalization of INSTRAWcurrently before
the Council pointed in the right direction by setting realistic goals for
| NSTRAW and the United Nations Secretariat and reflecting the
i ntergovernnental commtnment. His delegation, which thought that the
Secretary-Ceneral should give full support to the task of revitalization by
pronptly appointing a Director for I NSTRAW al so endorsed the nmeasures set out
in annex Il to the report of the President of the Board of Trustees for
revitalizing INSTRAW S training and research activities.

M. MALG NOV (Russian Federation) said he wel coned the adoption

by the Comm ssion on the Status of Wonen at its forty-third session of a draft
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of

Di scrimnation agai nst Women (E/ 1999/54, para. 21). It was to be regretted,



E/ 1999/ SR. 41
page 19

however, that consensus on documentation had yet to be reached and that work
had not yet begun on “Beijing Plus Five” texts. |In order to accelerate the
process and to avoid the m stakes of “Copenhagen Plus Five”, concerted efforts
shoul d be nade to ensure that regional groups exchanged views prior to the
forty-fourth session.

Hi s del egati on endorsed the draft resolutions and draft decisions
recommended by the Commi ssion on Crine Prevention and Criminal Justice inits
report E/1999/30-E/ CN. 15/1999/12. Work on the prelimnary draft of the Vienna
Decl aration on Crine and Justice deserved to continue. At the United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of O fenders, the
drafting of practical recomendations should be accorded the highest priority.

H s Government al so endorsed the decisions taken by the Commi ssion on
Narcotic Drugs at its forty-second session (E 1999/28-E CN.7/1999/15) and
fully supported the policy directives given to the United Nations
International Drug Control Progranme (UNDCP), enhanced efforts in the field of
precursor control, the control of synthetic drugs and efforts to conbat
noney-1| aundering. |In view of the conprehensive nature of its activities,
UNDCP shoul d be allocated a | arger share of the regular budget. The UNDCP
attenpts to establish a systemfor identifying regions of illicit cultivation
were nost wel conme; the Russian Federation was willing to provide assistance in
that regard with respect to renmpte sensing. Lastly, the report of the
International Narcotics Control Board (E/ 1999/67-E/ |1 NCB/ 1998/ 1) provided a
clear picture of the drug situation throughout the world.

M . HERNANDEZ- BASAVE (Mexico) said, with respect to crine

prevention and crimnal justice, that he wished to draw attention to draft
resol ution IV reconmended to the Council and General Assenbly in the report of
t he Conmi ssion on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on its eighth session
(E/ 1999/ 30-E/ CN. 15/ 1999/12). The title of the draft resolution was “Action
agai nst corruption” but it was focused on the bribery of public officials.
VWhile it was, of course, appropriate that any draft conventi on agai nst
transnati onal organized crinme should incorporate measures of that kind, it was
noteworthy that the Inter-American Convention agai nst corruption, adopted by
the Organi zation of American States (OAS) in 1996, went beyond sinple bribery.
He quoted several of the provisions of that Convention, noting that it would

al so apply by mutual agreenent between two or nore States with regard to any
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ot her act of corruption not specifically covered by it. The scope of the
Convention was significant in that it covered both offences conmtted by
public officials and those commtted by persons in civil society or connected
wi th conpanies. That was inportant, given the increasing privatization of
public services. Under the Convention, offences included conflicts of

i nterest such as the financing of political canpaigns.

Paragraph 4 (c) of the draft resolution invited Menber States to explore
the possibilities of devel oping a gl obal systemfor peer review of the
adequacy of practices ained at conbating corruption. He had doubts regarding
the practicality of such a nechanism No international instrunment containing
a provision of that kind had been enacted so far. It should also be noted
that, at its thirty-ninth session, the Comrittee on Programe and
Coordi nation (CPC), had found, when review ng programre budgets for the
bi enni um 2000- 2001, that section 14 on crinme prevention and crimnal justice
referred to the preparation of two additional protocols on corruption and
conmputer crinme as well as other instruments such as a protocol on noney
| aundering. There was no CGeneral Assenbly mandate for the devel opment of any
of those protocols and, unless and until such a mandate was created, they
could not be included in any programre budget proposal. His delegation had
supported the Conmittee's decision to delete all references to those
i nstruments fromthe proposed budget.

Turning to the subject of narcotic drugs, he said that his del egation
wel comed the results of the forty-second session of the Comm ssion on Narcotic
Drugs, the first held since the special session of the General Assenmbly, as
bei ng of fundamental inportance to the followup to the agreenents arrived at
on that occasion. A conprehensive and bal anced approach to the probl em of
drugs and rel ated crime denmanded cooperation and joint action fromthe
i nternational community. The Commi ssion had risen to the challenge with the
drafting of the Action Plan for the Inplenentation of the Declaration on the
Gui ding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction and the adopti on of neasures for
the prompt preparation of guidelines to help Governments present biennia
reports on the inplenentation of the agreenents reached at the specia
sessi on.

Wth respect to the annual report of the International Narcotics Contro
Board (E/1999/67-E/ I NCB/ 1998/ 1), his delegation had noted the Board's efforts
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to extend the scope of the report to all areas linked to the anti-drug
canmpai gn. The report contained clear and prai seworthy references to the work
of his Government at the regional and national |evel but there were a nunber
of omi ssions. Information provided by the Governnent was not presented in the
report, but information had been used from sources that had not been checked
with the Governnent.

Hi s del egation had joined in the preparation of the guidelines referred
to and would work hard to see that, in the nediumterm an overall procedure
was established for the nultilateral follow up of the efforts undertaken by
States with respect to drugs. The spirit of cooperation, respect and interest
in the search for solutions to the problem of drugs and rel ated of fences which
had made the special session of the General Assenmbly such a success woul d
undoubtedly continue to inspire the work of the Comm ssion

Ms. SOSA- MARQUEZ (Mexico) said that her CGovernnment fully

supported the preparatory process for the special session of the

Ceneral Assenbly “Whnen 2000: gender equality, devel opnent and peace for the
twenty-first century”. It was in that spirit that her del egation had
participated in the forty-third session of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Wonmen.

In reviewi ng and eval uating the inplenentation of the Beijing Platform
for Action at the national |evel, her Governnment had made an assessnent of the
advances and obstacl es and of the measures necessary to attain the Platforns
objectives. On 14 June 1999, nmachinery had been established for w de
partici pati on by government departnents, NGOs, the |egislature and academ a.

To inplenment the Platform her del egation wished to stress once again
the primary inportance of the fight against poverty. To advance the position
of wonen in poverty, it was essential to give them access to basic and higher
education. It was especially necessary to renove the stereotypes which kept
worren out of scientific and technol ogical education and to pronote their
education and training in those fields.

I nternational cooperation was essential for the establishnment of
| ar ge- scal e programes and projects ained at achi eving the objectives of the
Platform for Action, including the strengthening of institutional capacities
for the systematic incorporation of the gender-perspective into public policy.

Her del egation thus considered that the availability of resources to support



E/ 1999/ SR. 41
page 22

and finance the inplementation of the nmeasures reconmended in the Platformfor
Action, including those fromthe international comunity, should be
particul arly enphasi zed in the assessnment nade at the special session

The twentieth anniversary of the adoption by the General Assenbly of the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnmen was
an inportant milestone in the work of the United Nations. On the occasion of
t hat anni versary, her Government intended to introduce a series of measures to
di ssem nate the Convention's provisions anong all sectors of society, and
| egislators in particular, with a viewto pronoting the review of the
| egislation of the States of the Federation to ensure that their provisions
were fully conpatible with the Convention

Her del egation had played an active part in the negotiations |eading to
the approval of a draft optional protocol to the Convention and was | ooking
forward to its adoption by the General Assenbly.

Mexi co was one of the countries that had initiated and supported the
establ i shnment of INSTRAW after the World Conference in Mexico City in 1975.
Subsequently, when the Council had studied in 1993 the possible nerger of
| NSTRAW and the United Nations Fund for the Devel opment of Wonen (UNIFEM, her
del egation had argued that the two institutions had different nandates and
shoul d continue to operate separately. The tasks entrusted to | NSTRAW wer e
nmost i mportant and ways shoul d be sought to ensure that it could continue to
oper ate.

Ms. VELASQUEZ (ElI Sal vador) said that her del egation attached

speci al inmportance to the thene of the advancenent of wonen. The 1990s had

wi t nessed the organi zation by the United Nations of several global conferences
to exam ne world devel opment problens. O those, the Fourth Wrld Conference
on Wonen had had a special inpact on the various international actors,

i ncluding States, insofar as gender-related awareness and its repercussions on
t he anal ysis of devel opnment were concerned. The Beijing Platformfor Action
enphasi zed that Governnents and ot her social agents should pronote an active
and visible policy of integrating a gender perspective into all policies and
programes, so that before any decisions were taken their possible effects on
bot h wonen and nen woul d be anal ysed. That decision had proved fundamental to
the advancenment of wonmen in many parts of the world, particularly in economc

matters, where gender was the basis for the division of |abour
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In the case of her own country, one of the nost pressing chall enges was
to bring about conditions that facilitated equal devel opnent opportunities for
worren while, at the same time, strengthening the famly. The incorporation of
a gender perspective in the country's devel opnent plans had marked an
i mportant step forward in the integration of women into all aspects of
national life.

Her Government was particularly concerned that, in the preparations for
Beijing Plus Five, delegations should bear in mnd the inportance of not
renegoti ating the commtments nmade at Beijing. Al the areas of concern set
out in the Platformfor Action should, however, be exam ned and not just the
cross-cutting themes indicated by the Secretary-CGeneral in his report.

Her del egation had studied the reports relating to I NSTRAWw t h
particular care. The revitalization of | NSTRAWwas necessary because it was a
fundanmental institution for pronoting the advancenent of women. [Its closure
woul d send the nessage that there was a | ack of conmitnment on the part of the
i nternational comunity, to inplementing the Beijing Declaration and Pl atform
for Action. Her delegation thus supported the draft resolution on the topic
submtted by the Group of 77 and Chi na which, she hoped, would be adopted by
consensus and thus renew the commtnment of the international comunity to
i mproving the status of wonen throughout the world.

M. ANOSHKO (Bel arus) said that Belarus, as a result of its
geographical |ocation, was having to deal with unprecedented flows of illicit
m grants which had a negative inmpact on the country’s soci o-econonm c situation
and caused an increase in crime, drug trafficking and bl ack | abour. The
Gover nment had responded with a host of new | egislative neasures, drafted in
accordance with the relevant international standards. Since 1998, when the
procedure had first been introduced, refugee status had been granted to
214 national s of Afghani stan, Ethiopia, Georgia and Tajikistan. The
Commonweal th of I ndependent States (CI'S) Conference had assisted in the
formulation of imrigration policy in CIS countries. Belarus was gratefu
to UNHCR for its conprehensive assistance on refugee i ssues and set great
store by further cooperation

Wth regard to the related i ssue of transnational organized crine, the

| eaders of the CIS countries were in the process of inplenenting an
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i ntergovernnental crinme prevention programe for the period up to the

year 2000. Belarus was also in the process of drafting new domestic
legislation, inter alia to provide for the personal safety of the nenbers of
the judiciary and their famlies, to establish personal security nmeasures -
such as the provision of bodyguards - and to guarantee the rights of victinmns,
i ncluding to conpensation. Belarus further welconed the drafting of a

United Nations convention agai nst transnational organized crimne.

The neeting rose at 1.15 p.m




