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Report of the Secretary-General

1.  The present report has been submitted pursuant to paragraph 17 of General
Assembly resolution 54/260 of 7 April 2000 on the financing of the United Nations
Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC), in which
the Assembly noted the intention of the Secretary-General to submit to it during the
second part of its resumed fifty-fourth session, a preliminary expenditure report for
the Mission for the period from 6 August 1999 to 30 June 2000.

2. It is recalled that the Security Council, in its resolution 1258 (1999) of 6
August 1999, authorized the deployment to the Congo region of up to 90 United
Nations military personnel, together with the necessary civilian, political, -
humanitarian and administrative staff. Subsequently, in its resolution 1279 (1999) of
30 November 1999, the Council, inter alia, decided that the personnel it had
previously authorized should constitute the United Nations Organization Mission in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC). In paragraph 9 of that resolution,
the Security Council requested the Secretary-General, with immediate effect, to take
the administrative steps necessary for equipping up to 500 United Nations military
observers, with a view to facilitating future rapid United Nations deployments as
authorized by the Council.

3. On 24 February 2000, the Security Council, by its resolution 1291 (2000),
extended the mandate of MONUC until 31 August 2000, and authorized its
expansion to consist, inter alia, of up to 5,537 military personnel, mcludmg up to
500 military observers.

4.  Pursuant to Security Council resolution 1291 (2000), the Secretary-General, in
his report on the financing of MONUC, dated 23 March 2000 (A/54/808), set out the
preliminary financial requirements of the Mission and requested the General
Assembly to grant him commitment ‘authority with assessment in the amount of
$200 million, so that immediate steps could be taken to establish the support
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infrastructure for MONUC, to acquire the necessary additional equipment and
supplies and to enter into the necessary contractual arrangements in anticipation of
the early phased deployment in the country of the authorized strength of the
Mission’s military component, together with the additional civilian staff.

5. The General Assembly, acting on the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions contained in its report dated
28 March 2000 (A/54/813), by its resolution 54/260, authorized the Secretary-
General to enter into commitments for MONUC for the period from 6 August 1999
to 30 June 2000 in an amount not exceeding $200 million gross ($199,760,000 net),
inclusive of the amount of $41,011,200 gross ($40,771,200 net) previously
authorized by the Advisory Committee. These amounts have been assessed on
Member States.

6. In view of the situation on the ground at the time of the submission of the
report on the financing of the Mission dated 23 March 2000 and the resulting
tentative nature of the estimated requirements, the requested amount of $200 million
gross was intended to cover initial resource requirements for MONUC for the period
ending 30 June 2000, as well as for the first part of the subsequent 2000/01 financial
period. To enable the General Assembly to take appropriate action on the
distribution of resources between the 1999-2000 and 2000/01 financial periods, the
Secretariat undertook to submit to the General Assembly during the second part of
its resumed fifty-fourth session a preliminary expenditure report for the Mission
covering the period from 6 August 1999 to 30 June 2000.

7. As indicated in column 3 of the annex to the present note, it is now estimated
that the requirements for the Mission for the period from 6 August 1999 to 30 June
2000 will amount to $58,681,000 gross ($58,441,000 net) and will cover the costs
associated with the preliminary deployment of military and civilian personnel to the
Congo region, the immediate initial requirements in connection with the
establishment of MONUC, as well as resources for the acquisition of vehicles,
communications and data-processing equipment required for equipping, pursuant to
Security Council resolution 1279 (1999), of up to 500 United Nations military
observers and 100 civilian support staff. Detailed financial performance information
on the utilization of these resources will be submitted to the General Assembly
during its fifty-fifth session.

8. On that basis, the amount of $141,319,000 gross ($140,827,100 net),
representing the balance of the commitment authority of $200 million gross
($199,760,000 net) granted by the Assembly for the 1999-2000 period (see annex,
column 4), will be carried over and used during the period from 1 July 2000 to 30
June 2001. It will cover the Mission’s estimated initial requirements for the 2000~
2001 period, pending the submission to the General Assembly during the main part
of its fifty-fifth session, of a comprehensive report on the financing of the Mission,
including full budget estimates and information on the utilization or resources until
the time of the submission of the report, as requested by the Assembly in paragraph
16 of its resolution 54/260. In this connection, it is pertinent to note that, as at 15
May 2000, the Mission had already entered into advance commitments for the
acquisition of various equipment in the amount of some $42.5 million.
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Action to be taken by the General Assembly
at its fifty-fourth session

9. In view of the foregoing, the action to be taken by the General Assembly in
connection with the financing of MONUC at this time are as follows:

(a) To reduce the commitment authority granted by the General
Assembly for MONUC for the period from 6 August 1999 to 30 June 2000
under the terms of General Assembly resolution 54/260 from $200 million gross
($199,760,000 net) to $58,681,000 gross ($58,441,000 net);

(b) To approve the commitment authority in the amount of $141,319,000
gross ($140,827,100 net) for the period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001,
pending submission of the financing report of MONUC requested by the
Assembly in paragraph 16 of its resolution 54/260.
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