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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Agenda item 87: International cooperation in the
peaceful uses of outer space (continued) (A/54/20;
A/C.4/54/8; A/ICONF.184/6)

1.  Mr. Dausa Cespedes (Cuba) said that the concept
of outer spaceasthecommonworld heritageencompassed
three main principles which should be defended by all
States. The first principle was the necessity to preserve
outer space exclusively for peaceful uses and to promote
international cooperationintheuseof outer spacefor such
purposes, taking into account theimperative of achieving
continued economic growth and sustainabl e devel opment
forall countries, inparticular devel oping countries. Asthe
new millennium neared, it was necessary to bridge the
enormous gap dividing the vast majority of developing
countries and the industrialized countriesin the peaceful
usesof outer space. Second, and just asimportant, wasthe
need to prevent an arms race in outer space. In that
connection, hisdel egation strongly objectedtothefact that
some nuclear Powers, whichwereal so space Powers, were
hindering the possibility of making progress within the
framework of the Conference on Disarmament on the
negotiation of aninternational treaty or instrument aimed
at preventing an arms race in outer space. The third
principlerelated to spacelaw. Hiscountry shared theview
that the legal regime currently applicable to outer space
could not guaranteethe prevention of anarmsraceinouter
space, and it was therefore imperative to adopt new
measureswithadequateand effectiveverifyingprovisions.

2. Thewill and capability of contributing to the work
of the Committee should bethe single element to betaken
into account when appointing its members.

3. The Committee’s primary tasks were to develop
aff ordableand appropriatetechniquesinorder tominimize
the potential consequences of space debris, as well asto
give more attention to collisions of space objects, in
particular those with nuclear power sources, with space
debris.

4.  His delegation noted with concern the attempts to
revise the principles governing the use of nuclear power
in outer space without taking into account the concerns of
all countries, particularly the developing countries. His
delegation again reiterated that such actions could
represent a danger for mankind.

5. Inthe past decade, Cuba had sent the first Latin
Americaninto outer space. That had hel ped the country to
develop and implement various investigations of great

interest for Cuba's economic development. In that
connection, his delegation attached great importance to
strengthening regional cooperation with the objective of
developing space-related research and also cooperation
within the framework of the United Nations and the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(COPUOS).

6. Mr. Haggag (Egypt) said that the adoption of
General Assembly resolution 1348 (X111) establishing
COPUOShad beenahistoricevent, asthat Committeewas
theonly body concerned with international cooperationin
thefield of the peaceful usesof outer space. Fiveimportant
space treaties had been concluded, and a number of
importantlegal principleshad been establishedrelatingto
researchintoouter space. In1999theThird United Nations
ConferenceontheExploration and Peaceful Usesof Outer
Space had been held, at which the ViennaDeclaration on
Space and Human Devel opment had been adopted. It had
established a firm basis for the application of space
technology and the protection of the space environment,
promoting devel opment, educationandtrainingand public
information on various aspects of space activity.

7. Egypt was very interested in the work of the
Conference and hoped that all States would take the
necessary measurestoimplementitsrecommendationsand
that the General Assembly, as provided for in paragraph
4 of the Vienna Declaration on Space and Human
Development, would, after a period of five years, review
and eval uate theimplementation of the recommendations
of UNISPACE III. His delegation confirmed the
importance of expanding the scope of application and use
of space technology in the developing countries and
welcomed therecommendationsof theViennaDeclaration
concerningtheestablishment of aspecial voluntary United
Nations fund for the purpose of implementing the
recommendations of UNISPACE 111. His delegation was
al so concernedthat COPUOS should continuetotakesteps
to enhance the scientific research potential of the
developing countries and to expand their capacity to
receive the necessary data on the application of space
technology in various fields, including agriculture,
industry, health care and remote sensing. In that
connection, General Assembly resolution 51/122 of 13
December 1996 had special significance, asit contained
a Declaration on International Cooperation in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Spacefor the Benefitandin
the Interest of All States, Taking into Particular Account
the Needs of Developing Countries.

8. Inview of Egypt’'sinterest in the development of
spacescienceandtechnology, it had established, withinthe
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framework of the Ministry of Scientific Research, a
Council on Space Science and Technol ogy, which would
be responsible for the development of a national
programmefor the peaceful uses of outer space. Themain
elements of that programme would be the use of satellite
technology to study the desert, the training of scientific
personnel and the establishment of national scientific
institutions in Egypt, and international cooperation to
develop a space programme in Egypt and the use of the
most advanced space technologies to develop local
industry. Inthat field there had recently been anumber of
achievements, including the launching of the Egyptian
satellite “Nilsat 1", which was to be used for television
transmission. Preparationswere being madeto launchthe
“Nilsat 2" satellite. A ground station would also be built
in the next year.

9.  Hisdelegationfully supportedtheeffortsof COPUOS
to set up a normative legal basis to regulate space
exploration and to ensure that it was used exclusively for
peaceful purposes. In that connection, the Committee
would inthefuture play acentral rolein the development
of normsof spacelaw andinternational agreementsonthe
application of space technology for peaceful purposes. It
also hoped that the Committee would expand and
strengthen all aspects of cooperation between States in
those areas at the regional and international levels.

10. Mr. Joedo (Indonesia) said that the use of space
technol ogy had proved invaluablefor monitoring changes
in the environment, as well as evaluating, exploring and
managing the exploitation of natural and non-renewable
resources. Thosetechniqueswereneeded to predict global
weather changesand ocean movementsandtoimprovethe
overall quality of life for humankind.

11. Therole of COPUOS was of paramount importance
in translating international cooperation into meaningful
programmes on the regional, subregional and national
levels, thereby leading to tangible results. His delegation
welcomed the Vienna Declaration on Space and Human
Development and hoped that its provisions would be
implemented. Space science and the related technol ogies
constituted an important tool to overcomethe obstacl es of
the next millennium. It was important to ensure that the
infinite resources of outer space were utilized for the
interests of all mankind.

12. Atthepresenttime, cooperationat all levelswasnot
simply anarenafor global development, but animperative
necessity. The time had come to expand cooperation
between nations and to make it more effective. Space
research could help to meet the current challenges and

obstacles. It was vital to maintain effective channels of
cooperation, so that the international community could
marshal its concerted endeavours to ensure access to
technology, including its transfer, use and development,
while at the same time sharing information, training and
education. The holding of regional seminars, conferences
and in-depth training sponsored by the United Nationsin
the framework of space applications programmes were
substantivemethodstoimplement theopportunitiesfor the
future.

13. Withregardtothework of the Legal Subcommittee,
he noted that the item concerning the question of review
of the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power
Sources in Outer Space had been retained on the agenda.

14. Indonesia, asanequatorial country and adeveloping
country, had always attached great importance to the
guestion of the geostationary orbit. Assured accessto the
geostationary orbit, at the present time and in the future,
had to be guaranteed. It was important to define a legal
regime for its use. It would be useful for COPUOS to
continueitsdiscussionsonthat matter, takingintoaccount
the legal and political implications.

15. Ms. Rusu (Romania) said that the first United
Nations space conference since the end of the cold war
(UNISPACE II1), held in Vienna in July 1999, had
concludedwiththeadoption of someimportant documents,
which contai ned a blueprint for the peaceful uses of outer
spaceinthetwenty-first century. The ViennaDeclaration
on Space and Human Development and itsrelated plan of
action weretheresult of afruitful process of consultation
between decision-makers and international experts
designed to identify ways of making better use of space-
technology developments for the benefit of all mankind.

16. The regional preparatory conference for Eastern
Europe, held in Bucharest in January 1999, had enabled
the participating States to identify, in the light of the
objectives of UNISPACE 111, the issues of priority and
specific interest for the region. Mention must be madein
that connection of the establishment of the network of
space science and technology education and research
institutionsfor Central -Eastern and South-Eastern Europe.
Scientific experiments using instruments developed by
Romanian scientists had been carried out in a number of
international space missions. Important scientific results
had been obtained in astrophysics, fundamental space
science, earthenvironment studies, microgravity research,
thermal elasticity, and information processing.

17. Romaniaattachedagreatimportancetoregional and
international cooperation to promote dialogue and
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development. In that connection it welcomed the
cooperati onagreement concludedin October 1999 between
the European Space Agency and the Romanian
Government and the signing at theend of October in Sofia
of a regional cooperation agreement between Hungary,
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Greece, Poland, the Slovak
Republic, Turkey and Romania. It also looked forward
eagerly to the completion of the negotiation of a
cooperationagreement betweentheRomanian Government
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA).

18. Romania saluted the progress achieved in the
establishment of regional centres for space science and
technol ogy educationin other regions, including Asiaand
thePacific, Africa, and Latin Americaand the Caribbean.
Regional and international cooperation was the most
promising way of sharing the benefitsof spacetechnology
among all countries with a view to promoting their
progress.

19. Mr. Rayani (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that
UNISPACE Il had emphasized the importance of
providing the devel oping countries with opportunities to
usethelatest achievementsof space scienceandtechnology
for the purposes of economic development and for
forecasting natural disasters, especially since outer space
was not the exclusive property of any individual State but
the common heritage of mankind.

20. Libyawasgenuinely interested in using outer space
for peaceful purposes, especially fromthestandpoint of the
benefits which such activity could bring mankind in the
fight against desertification, inenvironmental protection,
andineconomicaffairs. Inthat connectionawelcomemust
be given to theresults of UNISPACE 111, held from 19 to
30 July 1999 in Vienna. His delegation had taken part in
the Conferenceand had submitted anational report stating
Libya sinterest in establishing anational remote sensing
and space research centre. Thereport al so described ways
and means of removing the obstacles to the development
of scientific and technological cooperation and proposed
measures for creating a national potential and
strengthening cooperationwiththecentresand specialized
institutions of other countries. An appeal must also be
made for the curtailment of military spending in outer
space, sothat theresourcesthusrel eased could bedirected
tothesol ution of the problemsof thedevel oping countries.

21. Libya supported the proposal for the creation of a
special voluntary United Nationsfund for implementation
of the recommendations of UNISPACE Il and the
declaration of an international week to publicize the

importanceof the peaceful useof outer space. It alsohoped
that the devel oping countrieswould receive the necessary
assi stancetoestablish national institutionsand committees
to process the technology transferred by the developed
countries. It also emphasized the importance of refusing
to use outer space for military purposes and curbing the
arms race in outer space. There must be full cooperation
in that area between COPUOS and the Disarmament
Commission. It had to be pointed out that some of the
international activities of the big Powers constituted a
threat to the developing countries. Libya reiterated its
interest in the plan of action for space research and the
peaceful use of outer space.

22. Mr. Hodgkins (United States of America) said that
since the fifty-third session of the General Assembly
COPUOS had recorded a number of significant
achievements in promoting international space
cooperation. The past year of accomplishment marked
more than 40 years of service by COPUOS to the world
community.

23. In 1958, soon after the launching of a satellite had
imparted new intensity to the cold war, the General
Assembly had taken a decision to create the Ad Hoc
CommitteeonthePeaceful Usesof Outer Spaceinthehope
of channelling the use of outer spacetowards constructive
activities and preventing an arms race in outer space.
Recognizing that the exploration of outer space held both
promise and danger, States had tried to erect a structure
whichwouldfoster mutual ly advantageous cooperationin
that field. Sincethen COPUOShad beentheonly standing
body of the General Assembly devoted to the attainment
of that goal. Whileother United Nationsorgans, including
theFirst Committee, held mandatesto consider themilitary
uses of outer space, COPUOS offered a forum focused
exclusively on promoting the cooperative achievement of
benefits from space exploration. During the four decades
of its existence COPUOS had made a contribution to the
development and adoption of fivemajor outer spacetreaties
and the establishment of valuable standards, which had
acquired the status of international principles and
generated anew branch of international law. COPUOSalso
played an important role in expanding the exchange of
informationamong devel oped and devel oping countrieson
the latest advances in space exploration.

24. The United States space programme had been born
at roughly the sametime as COPUQS, at the height of the
cold war and the intense rivalry for missile and space
supremacy. Over time, fortunately, that context had
changed, andtheUnited Statesnow saw itsspaceactivities
primarily as an instrument of human advancement and
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international cooperation. It had sent its astronautsto the
Moon, robots to Mars, and spacecraft to the farthest
reaches of the solar system, but today it wasengaged in a
partnership with 16 other nations on the unique project to
build an international space station. The United States
space programme was headed by two institutions. It had
begun in 1958 with the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, which had recorded tremendous
achievements in aeronautics and space research. In 1970
the United States had added the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, which, amongitsmany other
functions, operated weather satellites. Theyear 2000would
mark thefortiethanniversary of thelaunch of TIROSI, the
first weather satellite and the first in a continuous string
of polar-orbiting environmental monitors.

25. The Third United Nations Conference on the
Explorationand Peaceful Usesof Outer Space(UNISPACE
[11), which the Office of Outer Space Affairs had had a
major part in organizing, had been an event worthy of
being the last major United Nations conference of the
century. It should serve as a model within the United
Nations system for the adoption of innovative methodsto
deal withissuesof global concern. For that reason, among
others, the report of the Secretariat on organizational
matters relating to UNISPACE I11 was welcome, since it
could provide guidelines for other United Nations bodies
convening events that addressed important global issues,
while keeping costs within existing resources. The
Conference had succeeded in considering awide range of
topicswiththeextensiveinvolvement of leading scientists,
government official sand privatesector representatives. His
delegation noted with satisfaction that the report of the
Conference contained recommendations and conclusions
that supported its overall objectives for the Conference,
including broader participationin activitiesrelated to the
monitoring of the Earth and its environment; the
identification of new areas conducive to international
cooperation; increased support for existing international
cooperation mechanisms; dissemination of informationon
space research areas and strategies for developing
countries; improved coordination and less duplication
among United Nations organizations involved in space
activities; strengthened regional spacecooperation; andthe
promotion of civil and commercial applicationsand use of
outer space. His delegation was also pleased with the
progressmadeonrestructuring thework of the Committee
and its Subcommittees and the new approaches to
considering agendaitems. Spaceexplorationwasentering
a new era involving unprecedented cooperation on the

I nternational Space Station, cutting-edgetechnol ogiesand
innovative private and government arrangements.

26. Mr. Gonzéalez (Chile), speaking on behalf of the
countries of the Common Market of the Southern Cone
(MERCOSUR), said that the various conferences on the
uses of outer space held over the past few yearshad led to
an extensive informal plan of cooperation among the
MERCOSUR countries and the associated countries of
Bolivia and Chile, particularly in the academic and
technical fields. There was still, however, no clear
awarenessof thescopeandimplicationsof theapplications
of spacetechnology for currentandfuturegenerations. The
links between those applications and the achievement of
human devel opment and sustai nabl e security, based onthe
application of the best technol ogical tools, would makeit
possible to achieve higher standards of living. One of the
essential elementsin that respect wasthe protection of the
Earth’ senvironment and themanagement of itsresources.
Also crucial was the promotion of literacy and education
in rural areas by improving and coordinating satellite-
delivered educational programmes and infrastructure.

27. International cooperation played anessential rolein
that regard. Minimum conditions must be established to
enableall Member Statesto tacklesuch major problemsas
extreme poverty with the most effective technological
instruments available, the most important being space
technology. The decision of UNISPACE I11 to establish a
voluntary United Nations fund for the purpose of
implementing its recommendations, particularly those
concerning the activities of the regional training centres
in space science and technology, was merely a
reaffirmation at theglobal level of the powerful, sustained
and systematic use that must be made of the applications
of space technology.

28. Paradoxically, many countriespossessed an enormous
guantity of databut very limited meansof processingit. It
was therefore important that they should gain access to
information on economic and social development. Efforts
toensurethat spacetechnology wasused asapractical and
effective tool to resolve the problems of humanity must
continue. Action to reduce the effects of natural disasters
was urgently needed to prevent or at least mitigate the
complete or partial destruction of geographical regions
which were frequently inhabited by the poorest
populations. Inthat connection, it wasessential toexamine
together the establishment of clearer and more practical
legal normsor political arrangementswhichwould enable
people in various countries to live in increasing security
and improve their chances of achieving progress under
equal conditions.
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29. Therepresentativesof thecountriesof Latin America
and the Caribbean, and of the MERCOSUR countriesand
the associated States, reaffirmed the importance of
continued progress in the elaboration of standards
contributingtothedevel opment of international spacelaw
and urged the States of the region to sign and ratify the
relevant multilateral instruments. The MERCOSUR
countriesbelievedthat it wouldbeappropriatefor the 1996
Declaration on International Cooperation in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Spacefor the Benefitandin
the Interest of All States, Taking into Particular Account
the Needs of Devel oping Countriesto betransformed into
a solemn declaration at the next session of the General
Assembly. They therefore proposed that the issue should
beconsidered by theL egal Subcommitteeof theCommittee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its next session.

30. Mr. Deirki (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the
exploitation of outer space was moving at ever greater
speed both quantitatively and qualitatively, reflecting
humankind’s aspiration to derive real scientific and
economicbenefitsfromwhat wasarelatively new direction
for the development of civilization. His delegation
welcomed the trend towards broadening the scope of the
peaceful usesof outer space, particularly for the benefit of
developing countries, and expressed satisfaction at the
decreaseinmilitary expenditurefor spacepurposes. Outer
spacewasincreasingly being used for theresolution of the
most important economic, environmental and medical
challenges confronting the whole of humankind.

31. His delegation was extremely interested in the
problems relating to the peaceful uses of outer space, as
had been demonstrated by the participation of a Syrian
astronaut in a space flight and by the work of the Syrian
Arab Republic on remote sensing.

32. Clearly, if humankind wasto achieveitsstated aims
inthe peaceful usesof outer space, thewholeinternational
community must strive to honour existing agreements.
Space law must, however, be developed further towardsa
total prohibition on the use of outer space for the further
escal ation of thearmsrace. It would thereforebeuseful for
the Committee and the Conference on Disarmament to
coordinate their work. More serious efforts should al so be
madeto resol ve the problems of space debris, particularly
inthe context of achieving nuclear security in outer space.
The major role in that respect must be played by States
withnuclear facilitiesin space. Such Statesshould provide
other countries with sufficient information on orbits,
construction and the fuel used, as well as on measures
beingtakento provideguaranteesthat suchfacilitiesposed
no danger to other countries.

33. Mr. Yan Yahaya (Malaysia) welcomed the positive
achievementsof UNISPACE 11, including the adoption of
theViennaDeclaration on Spaceand Human Devel opment,
which was an important contribution to the devel opment
of space science and technology for peaceful purposes, to
the enhancement of international cooperation in outer
space and to the promotion of the economic devel opment
of all Member States. Malaysia fully concurred with the
recommendations in the Declaration and believed that
immediate action should be taken to establish a special
voluntary fund to implement them.

34. All Member States, including Malaysia, benefited
from the promotion of the peaceful uses of outer space
which, along with its related technologies, had brought
tremendous benefits to their overall development. It was
encouraging that special attention had been givento space
applications for environmentally sound and sustainable
development. Member Statesmust continueto support the
Committee in its efforts to strengthen international
cooperation for the peaceful use of outer space, including
through further development of international space law.

35. With regard to Malaysia’'s recent achievements in
space technology development and its utilization for
peaceful purposes, mention should be made of the
launching of twotelecommunicationssatellites(MEASAT
1 and 2) three years previously. In addition, in
collaborationwiththeUnited Kingdom, Malaysiahad built
itsfirstmicrosatellite, TiungSAT-1, whoselaunchingwas
unfortunately much delayed because of the unavailability
of launch opportunities for small satellites. The scarcity
and cost of launch opportunitiesfor small satelliteswould
negatetheir affordability andlimitthenumber of countries
that would develop and advance such technology.
Nevertheless, Malaysia had embarked on the design of a
second micro satellite for low earth orbit at the equator.

36. Withregardtotrainingand education, Malaysiahad
hosted a number of international training workshops on
remote sensing and satellite technology. Several of its
universities were offering degree courses in space
technology such as remote sensing, astronomy and
astrophysics. Spacesciencewascurrently part of theformal
science curriculum at schools in Malaysia. As a new
participant in the space arena and conscious of the
limitations of itsresources, Malaysiawould actively seek
international cooperation and collaboration in all aspects
of space activity, while at the same time vigorously
nurturing its own indigenous capacity in that important
area.
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37. Mr. Baissa (Yemen) said that, although the use of
outer space might seem impossible for many devel oping
countries and particularly for the least developed ones,
those countries were aware that it would be dangerousto
fall behind in that areaand to limit themselvesto therole
of mere observers. In that connection, the United Nations
was becoming increasingly important in eliminating the
widening gap between devel oped and devel oping countries.

38. The militarization of outer space, sometimes
unilaterally, washaving negativeconsegquences. Attention
should be concentrated on the peaceful aspects of the
conquest of outer space. In that connection, Yemen
welcomed thefinancial and technical assistance provided
by various Statesand organi zationsto devel oping countries
and particularly to theleast developed countries, in order
to facilitate their participation in the measures currently
under discussion. The organization of regional and
international conferences, symposia, seminars and
workshopswasimportant in that connection. In addition,
theestablishment onamutually beneficial basisof regional
centres of knowledge in the area of space science and
technology facilitated accessto specialized knowledgeand
skilled assistance.

39. Yemen welcomed the success of UNISPACE 111 and
the adoption of conclusions and recommendations at the
Conference. Outer space was the common property of
mankind and shouldthereforebeutilized by thedevel oping
countries, which on thethreshold of thethird millennium
were trying to solve problems of social and economic
development and to prevent natural disasters. The
establishment of the necessary machinery was important
for international cooperation in that area: consultative
arrangements within the Committee, as well as a United
Nationsvoluntary fund to implement the conclusionsand
recommendations of UNISPACE 11l and of the regional
conferences. If theever-widening gap between devel oping
and developed countries was to be closed, new sources of
financing must be sought and international cooperation
organized on amultilateral basis.

40. For the developing countries, the conquest of outer
space was one of the means of attaining their goals. Of
course, that was still a daydream and a long and thorny
path remained to be travelled before it could be made a
reality. Ingenuity and resourcefulness were required in
order to expedite that process. In that connection, arole
could be played by literacy campaigns, promotion of
education, particularly in rural areas, coordination of
educational curriculaand establishment of infrastructures
for the use of space technology.

41. Mr. Tarabrin (Russian Federation) said that his
country’ sspaceactivitiespromoted Russia’ sscientificand
economic interests, in accordance with national space
policy and with the Federation’ s space programmefor the
period up to the year 2000, in which an important place
wasalso devoted tointernational cooperation. Theorbital
network of spacecraft operated by Russiawascarrying out
assignments in a range of basic areas, including
implementation of international agreements, organi zation
of manned orbital flights and operation of new industrial
technology in space, conduct of basic scientific research,
creation of global communications and television
broadcasting throughout the territory of Russia, and also
environmental monitoring and disaster management.

42. Withregardtothemanned spaceprogramme, during
thelong lifetime of the Mir space station a programme of
research and experimentshad beenimplemented covering
a broad spectrum of subject fields, with the participation
of foreign astronauts under various international
programmes. TheRussian-AmericanMir-Shuttleand Mir-
NASA joint programmeswereimportant eventswhich, as
thefirst phase of the project to establish the International
Space Station, had enabled the partners to acquire
invaluableexperienceintheconduct of jointlong-duration
flights. As part of the practical arrangements for this
project, in November 1998 Russia had launched the first
module Zarya. Preparationswere currently under way for
thelaunch of another Russian Zvezdamodule. Atthesame
time, a preliminary expert examination was being
conducted and proposals were being selected for a
programme of pure and applied research on board the
Russian segment of the International Space Station.

43. The launch by Russian carrier rockets of foreign
payloadswas animportant and rapidly devel oping area of
Russia's space activity. One of the most outstanding
achievementsintherealm of international cooperationhad
beenthe construction of auniquemarinecosmodromeand
the first launching of a satellite from it under the
international Sea Launch programme. Russiawas trying
to make its space activities socially and economically
significant and, with that aim, was engaging in the active
industrial application of thelatest scientific and technical
advances in the area of rocket and space technology.

44. Theincreasein the number of participantsin space
activities and the extensive commercialization of such
activitieswereradical ly alteringthe scaleand character of
States' activities for the peaceful use of outer space.
Accordingly, the work of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space should take into account the new
requirements. The international community needed the
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Committee, buttressed by adequate powers. Not only should
the existing status and role of the Committee in the
formulation of political and legal principles governing
space activities be preserved, but its functions of
coordinating and regul ating international cooperationin
space should be strengthened.

45. UNISPACE IIl had been a milestone in the
development of international cooperation in that sphere.
It had reaffirmed the unconditional preservation of the
peaceful character of the use of space and the conduct of
space activities in the interests of all humankind and of
mai ntaining international peace and security. It had also
noted the need to modernizetheinstitutes of international
space law existing under the auspices of the United
Nations, in view of the rapid development of
entrepreneurial activity in space, so asto strike abalance
between commercial motivations and the need to prevent
harm in space and to take into account the interests of the
world community asawhole.

46. Russia was firmly convinced that the successful
development of international cooperation in space on a
regional andbilateral basisanditsestablishment onalong-
termlegal foundationwereno substitutefor theprogressive
development and modification of universal norms and
principles of such cooperation. That was currently the
important and very timely task of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m.



