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INTRODUCTION

1. Pur8uant ~o Governln9 Councll decision 14/4 ot l8 ,June 1987 and Ganera1
ASMembly resolutlon 42/185 of 11 D'Jcember 1987, the t.lrat apecial a.'810n of the
Governin9 Council of the Unlted Nation. BDvlro~.nt ProgramMe tUkIP) waa held at
UNBP headquarters, Nairobi, from 14 to 18 March 19~8. Tbe Councll adopted the
present report at the 7th •••tlng of th. 8e.810n, OD 18 M~rch 1988.
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CHAPTER I

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

A. Opening of the sesijion

2. The first apecial soosion WAS opened by Mr. J. Illueca (Panema), President of
the Council.

3. In his opening statemvnt, the President reviewed some of the m~)or events
related to international co-operation in the field of the enviro~~ent that had
taken place sinca the fourteenth session of the Council and nutl14ed the main tasks
before the Council at its current session.

B. Attendapge

4. The following States members of the Governing Council 11 were represented at
the sessionl

Argentina
Australia
Botswana
Brazil
BUlgaria
Burundi
Canada
C~lile

China
Colombia
C.echoslovakia
Denmark
Franae
Germany, Federll'l

Republic of
Ghana
Greece
India

Irldonesia
Iraq
Japan
Jordan
KeD)'a
Mauritania
M",xico
Netherlands
Nigeria
Qnan
Panamel
Poland
RepUblic of Korea
Seneljl3l
Sri Lank..
Swalliland
Sweden
Switzorland

Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Tunhia
Turicey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Repu~llcs

United Kingdom of
Great Britain ond
Northern Ireland

United States of
Ameriaa

Veo••uela
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia

11 The membership of the Governing COwnci1 was determined by elections held
at the 93rd plenary meeting of the thirty-ninth session of the Uen.ral Assembly, on
10 December 1984, the 120th and 123rd plenary meetings of the fortieth session,
held on 17 Decamber 1985 and 28 April 1986, a&~ the 98th plenary meeting of the
forty-first session, held on 5 December 1986 (decisions 39/310, 40/316 and
41/310). At the 97th plenary meeting of its forty-second aeseion, on
11 December 1987, the General Assembly decided to defer elections to the Governing
Council until its forty-third session and to exLend by one year the term of office
of those States members of the Governing Cuuncil whose term would expire on
31 December 1987 (decision 42/448).
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5. The following States Members of the United Nations but not member. of the
Governing Council were represented by observersl

Algeri~

Austria
Banglade.h
Belgium
Burkina 'aso
Costa Rica
Cote d' Ivolre
Democratic Kampuchea
Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Finland
German Democratic Republic
G·.lyana
Israel
Italy
Kuwait
Lesotho
Liberi ...

Ma la,., i
Maldives
Morocco
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Portugal
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Spain
Sudan
Togo
United Republic ~f

Tanzan'.a
Yemen
Zi"'babwe

6. ~he to!lowlng State not a Member of the United Nations ~as repr-.ented by an
observerl

Holy See

7. The following "nited Nation. bodies and Secretari~t units were represented.

United Nations Department of International Economic and Social A~fair.

United -'ations InforMation Centre, Ifairobi
Economic C~mmiBsion for Europe (ECE)
United Nations Centre for Human Settl~ments (Habitat)
United Nations Development programme (UNDP)
United Nation. Population Fund (UNFPA)
Offioe of the United Nations High Commissloner far Refugee~ (UNHCR)
The Norld Food Programme (NFP)

8. The following specialised agencies or other orgftnisations in the United
Nations Ry.t~m were represented.

International Labour Organisation (ILO)
rood and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)
United Nation. Educational, Scientific anu Cultural Organization ~~8ESCO)

International Civil Aviation Organization (leAO)
World Healtn Organization (NHO)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNJDO)

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEh) WAG Also represented.
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V. Th. following oth~r intergovernmental organilations w.re represented'

Commis.ion uf the European Communi tie.
Council for Mutual Economic ~8.i.tance (CMEA)
Int.r.American D.v.10pment Bank (IDB)
Intergovernm.ntal Oceanographic Commi.sion (IOC)
Lake Chad Ba.in Commi••ion (LCBC)
Leagu. of Arab State. (LAS)
Organilation for Economic Co-op.ration and D.velopment (OECD)
Organi.ation nf African Unity (OAU)

10. In addition, 12 international non-governmental organi.ation. were repr•••nt.d
by ob.erverl.

11. Th. following oth.r organi.ation. w.re repre.ented by ob.erverl'

African National Con9r••• (ANC)
Pal.ltin. Lib.ration Organi.'tion (PLO)
Pan Africanilt Congre•• of Alania (PAC)
South W••t Africa P.op1.', Organi.ation ~SWAPO)

C. Qffig.r,

12. Aocording to rule 18 of the rule. of proc.dur., "at the commr4o.ment of the
fir.t m••ting of it. r.gular ••••ion, the Gov.rning Council ehall .l.ct a
Pre.id.nt, thre. Vic••Pr.,id.ntl and a Rppport.ur from among it. memb.r.... Rul. IV
provid•• that the Pr•• id.nt, Vic.-Pr•• ident. and Rapport.ur .hall hold offic. u~til

their .ucC.llors er••l.ct.d (i ••• , at the lit m••ting of the ne.t regular
•••• ion). Accordingly, the following offic.r., .l.ct.d at the fourt••nth r.gular
••••10n, continued to .erv. in th.ir r••p.ctiv. capaciti•• at the fir.t ep.cial
•••• ion'

Pr.,id.ot. Mr. J. lllu.ca (Panama)

Vigl.Presideptl' Mr. Z. R. Aneari (India)
Mr. C. J. Butale (Botewana)
We. D. Prote.nko (Ukrainian Soviet Socialiat R.public)

RAPporteur, Mr. P. Butter (Bwit.erland)

13. At the opening meeting of the •••• ion, the Council wo. inform.d thet
Mr. Ansari (India), Vice·Presid.nt of the Council, had apologl ••d for b.ing unable
to attend tho sossion and had nominat.d Mr•• M. Bhalla, h.ad of th. Indian
delegation at the .e.sion, to perform his functions in the Bureau.

D. Cr.d.ntials

14. In accordance with rule 17, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the
Council, the Bureau examined the credentials of the d~le9ation8 attendlng the
fourteenth se8sion. The Bureau tound the credential. in ord.r and la r.por~.d to
the Council, which approved the Bureau's repnrt at the 7th m••tin9 of the ••••10n,
on 18 March.
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1~. At tha openinu maatin9 of tha ueuuion, the Counoi1 adopted the f0110w i09
~Qend~ on tha basls of the revised provisional a9ftnda by the B.ecutive Dl~ector

(UNEP/GC86.I/I/Re '.1).

1. 0£loniuV of the Iiouian.

z. Adoption of the ftgenda and organization of work.

3. Credentials of roprelentative ...

4. SY8tem~wide medium-term environment pr09ramme (1990-1995) and the
medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Pro9r.mm. for the
period 1990··U9!L

5. Propond revhioDIi to chapt.er 12 ("".Nironm.nt") of the curr.nt Unit.d
Nations m.dium-term plan.

6. Adoption of the revort.

1. Clouura of the Ii.slion.

16. The IIpokelman of the Latin Am.rican aud Caribb.an Group .ald that hie 9roup
had no difficulty with the thr•• topioli propuu.d und.r item, 4 and 5 of the agenda,
but felt that uinoe the Ooverninv Council at itll fourteenth ••••10n and the Unlt.d
Nations a.neral A.sembly at it. forty- ••cond •••• ion had approved the ltema
tlSyutem-wid. medium=term environment lH'09fMlme (1090-1995) tl and tlR.vlllonl to the
910bal ~ro9r~e on the environment of the •• tended Unlt.d Natlona ••dlum-t.rm plan
for the 9.riod 198,-1989tl for lh. curr.nt Ip.cla1 '.'Ilon, tho•• two toplca Ihou1d
b. dleeu•••" Uut, of tar whlch t.h. me"lum~t.rm plan of the Unlt.d NaUonl
Environm.nt ProvrMll'lle for lh. pedod 1990,"1095 could b. oon81dor.d, withln the Hme
avai1abl. at the ••,ulon.

17. At the op.ninq m••~in9 of the ••••10n, the Oovernlnv Counoll oonlid.r.d and
approv.d the urvanlaatlon uf the work of the •••• iOD in the 11vht of the
IU9v••tionu mad. by the ,.or.tariat in the annotation. to the r.vi ••d provl.lonal
aV.nda and the timetable of m••tlnQu uUQQQijted by the E.ecutivo Dlr.ctor
(UNEP/GCGG.J/1/Rev.1/Add.1).

18. Th. Counoil oho dooided tu oatab1 hh an infurmal, 0pc;D-.nd.d dr.ftln9 group
u.lder tile cha1rmnnuhlp of Ms. D. 1'r.ols.llk (Ukl'Olnlan B6R), with a cor. "'.",b.rlihIV
of two raprouontatlvuti from each ,'e",iollal ..,roup, In onSor t:.o r.ach • .,r••ment on
uvhluna ur amondments to thu u~pt.um-wid. m.dium~t.&·m environm.nt proqr.....
(UNEP/GCSS.I/2 and Corr.1 Clnd 2), th. p,'opulI.d medium-te"m phn of the United
Nations ';nvironmunt, Pro.., ..."","e ("NEP/GCStio 11) lant1 CUll'. 1), And the propollod
revillan. to chaptur 12 ("Env!a'onnutnt") or UHt .... tftndet1 Unlted "ntionl modium tu,m
plan for tho pltdoc.' 1084-108\1 (UNEI'/UCUlLI/4, IUltUI.), nnd in o"d., to u••1I
conu.nlus un draft dftclo1una b.Col'Q thoy worn [urmal1y coauidered by the Council.



19. At the 6th meeting of the session, the Council dacided that, in view of the
heavy work-l·.>.,a bef(\re the draftJ.ng group, it would estabUsh another open-ended
drafting group, und~~ the chairmanship of the President of the Coulcil, to perform
the second function entrusted to the drafting group that had been established at
the opening meeting, i.e. to seek consensus on draft decisions before their
submission to plenary for formal consideration. The dr~fting set up at the
lst meeting would continue to sdek agreement on revisions or amendments to the
system-wide medium-term environment programme, the proposed medium-term plan of the
United Nations Environment Programme, and the proposed revisions to chapter 12 ot
the United Nations medium-term plan.

G. lAtIgductory statement bY the Executive Director

20. ht the opening meeti~9 of the session, the Executive Director made an
J.ntroduct'Jry statement focusing on the maf.ol tasks before the CouncJ I in the light
of General A8se~bly resolutione 42/186 and 42/187, in which the Assembly endorsed
the Environmental Perspective ~o the Year 2000 and Beyond and welcomed the report
of the World Commission on Environment and DevelC' ··',nt entitled Our Congnon
Future. 11 Th. full text of the Executive Director's statement is contained in
documont UNEP/GCSS.I/6/Add.J and Corr.I.

~I A/42/4Z1, annex.
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CHAPTER 11

MATTERS REQUIRING THE SPECIAL ATTENTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ANDIOR THE ECONC»tIC AND SOC11lL COUNCIL

A. Action with roagect tQ re£olutiQns Qf the GenerAl Assembly

21. In paragraph 1 of its decision SS.I/1 of 18 MArch 1988, the Governing Council
resolved to exercise fully the role expected of it with respect to eDvlroamentAl
activities within the United NAtions system, the follow-up of the Environmental
Perspdctive to the Year 2000 and B~~ond (see General Alsembly resolution 12/186,
ann•• ), the report of the World Commission on Environment end Development, 11 and
the system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995, }I in
accordAnce with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly.

22. The Council also decided, in paragrAph ~ of the same decision, to include in
the provisional Agenda of its fifteenth session an item entitled "rollow-up of the
relevant resolutions of the forty-second and forty-third sessions of the General
Assembly" •

23. In paragraph 3 of the same decision, the Council requested the Execut!ve
Director, using as appropriate the mechanism of the Designated Officials for
Environmental Matters, to provide the Council at its fifteenth selslon with the
reports called for in paragraphs 10 ond 18 of General Assembly resolution 42/187.
In paragraph 4 of the same decision, the Council further requested the Executive
Director to submit to it at its fifteenth session, for consideration and
transmittal as appropriate to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session,
through the Economic and Social Council, a report containing propoled comments by
the Governing Council on the reports referred to in paragraph 3 of the decision and
on any other matters concerning progress on sustainable development that fell
within the Cou~cil's mandate.

B. Enyirogmental cOAsiderAtions in the internatiQnal d~~.~ogmeAt

stratogy for the fourth United Notion. doye1ogmont decade

24. In parAgraph 5 of ita decision SS. Ill, the GQverning Council emphasi.od its
view that sustainable and environmentally soun~ development should be one of the
main objectives of lh., r.~w internationAl development Iltrategy, taking into account
the Environmental PersJ:ll'ld:J.ve to the Year 2000 and Beyond, And Also the analysis
and recolNlldndations cont~ined in the report of the World Conrnisaion on Environment
and Deve~opment, and invited the Executive Director to contribute iully And
actively in the process of devulopment of the strategy.

11 ~he system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period
1990-1995, A8 amended and approved by the Governing Council, is contained in
document UNEP/GCSS.I/7/Add.l.
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C. IJstom-yide medium-term enyirQnment programme
for the poriod 1090-1005

25. By peragraph 3 of decision SS.1/3 of 18 March 1988, the Governing Council
approved the IYltem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period
1990-1995, a8 lubmitted by the Administrfttive Committee on Co-ordination
(UNBP/OCSS.1/2 and Corr.l and 2) and with the amendmen(.s proposed by the Bureau,
subject to the preparation by the Administrative CommIttee on Co-ordination o( a
revision of the p~ogramme to be presented to the Council at its sixttienth 8es8ion
with a view, inter olil, to reflecting more closely the structure and
recommendatioDs of the Bnviroa~eftta1 Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond and
the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development in the light of
General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 1987.

26. By paragraph 11 of the same decision, the Council brought the system-wide
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to the attontion of the
General Assembly. 11

27. By paragraph 14 of the decision, the Council invited the governing bodies of
the organizations and programmes of the United Nations system to take fUlly into
account their objectiv•• , plans and programme budgets the relevant aspects of the
system-wide medium-term onvironment programme for the period 1990-1995, while in
paragraph 15 it urged the organizations of the United Nations system to ao-operate
closely in the implementation of the programme, giving priority to developing
countries in eaoh of the programmes areas.

D. R.yisiOps tQ the glQbAl prQgramme QP the enyironmept
Qf th. eltepdld Upited Hotieps mldium-t.rm pllo for
thl p.r1Qd 1084-108R

28. In accordance with paragraph 3 of General ASDemb1y resolution 42/185 of
11 December 1987, the Governing Council at its firlt special session considered
appropriate change. to the global programme on the environment of the extended
United NatioDs medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 and, by paragraph 1 of ita
decision SS.I/7 of 18 March 1988, took note of the proposed revi.ion. s~litted by
the I.ecutive Director (UNIP/GCSS.1/4, annex).

29. In accordance with parlgraph 2 of the same decll ion, the comments of the
Council on the proposed revisions are de~med to be the principles and objectives of
the medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Programme, as approved by
the Council in its decision 8S.1/6 of 18 March 1988.

30. By paragraph 3 of decision SS.I/7, the Council requested the Executive
Director to transmit the above-mentioned comments, as well as th~ views e.preBsed
by delegations during the Council's deliberations on the proposed revisions,
through the Committee on Progremme and Co-ordination to the GenerDl Assembly at its
forty-third session.

11 The sYltem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period
1990-199~, as amended _nd approved by the Governing Council, is contAin~d in
document UNEP/GCSS.I/7/Add.l.
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E. Co-ordinotigQ bot_oon tbO Unitod Hatiop& modium-t.rm plop
OAd tho l'ltem-yido modium-term onvirgAmopt progr'am§

31. In pera~raph 12 of it. deoision 88.1/3 on the Iystem-wide mediurn-tonm
enVirUDnl8nt pro?ramme for the poriod 1990-1995, the Governing Council e.pro••ed its
conc.~u about ~~~ ~e.d to maintai~ maximum possible co-oldination between the
United NatioDS Ih~aium-torm plan and the system-wide medium-term environment
programme, in tl'o !iqht of General AI.embly le.olution 2997 (XXVII) of
15 Deoember 1912, ~hloh give. the United Nations Environment ProgrBmme a
oo-ordinating role on environmental policies and programmes within the United
Nationl .yatem, and reaolution 42/215 of 21 December 1987, by w~ich the A'8embly
e.tended the United Nationl medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 to include
1990-1991.

32. In the lame vein, by paragraph 4 of decision SS.1/7 I)n proposed revi.ioDS to
the global programme on the environment of the e.tended United Nation. medium-term
plan for the per lad 1984-1989, the Governing Council recommGnd~d to the General
A.semb1y that the global programme on the environment of the United Nation.
medium-term plan beginning in 1992 .hou1d be structured along the 11nes of the
.yltem-wide medium-term environment programme to ensure uniformity of content and
to faci1itute co-ordination of th~ environmental activities being undert~ken by the
United Nationl Iyatem in the light of Alsemb1y resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of
11 December 1981.

r. Support for the Cairo PrOgramme for 'frlgap Co-operotion

33. By aection I of Its deciaion SS.1/5 of 18 March 1988, the Governing Council
urged the governing bodio, of the organilations of the United Nationl ayatem to
9ive priority to the provilion of financial and te(.hnico1 alsistance for the
effective implementation of each of the programme areas of the Cairo Programme for
African Co-operation. jl

il Report of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on the
work of it. first .es.ion (UNBP/AEC.1/Z), annex I, resolution 1/1, sect. 1.
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CHAPTER III

ADOPTION OF DECISIONS.

34. At the 7th meeting of the session, on 18 March, the Council had before it B

number of draft decisions submitted by lhe Bureau (UNEP/GCSS.I/L.29/Rev.l,
UNEP/GCSS.I/L.34, UNEP/GCSS.I/L.35/Rev.l, UNEP/GCSS.I/L.36, UNEP/GCSS.I/L.37,
UNEP/GCSS.I/L.38, UNEP/GCSS.I/L.39, and UNEP/GCSS.I/L.40). The Council adopted all
the draft decisions by consensus, with the comments and omendments indicated balow.

Programme pOlicY and implementAtion (decision 88.1/1)

35. A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau
(UNEP/GC8S.I/L.29/Rev.l).

36. On the propolal of the representAtive of Brazil, supported by the
representative of Mexico, the Council decided to change the worde "in response to"
in paragraph 1 (b) of the draft to "approved by the" and to change the same words
in paragraph 1 (c) to "welcomed by".

37. On the propOSAl of the repr&sentative of Chile, speaking on behalf of the
Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, the Council allo decided to delet_
parAgraph 6 of the draft decision.

38. The draft decision, as orally amended by the representatives of Chile and
Brazil, was adopted by consensus.

39. The Executive Director stated that it was his understanding that, by deleting
paragraph e of the draft decision, the Governing Council was indicating that the
I!:nvlron.llent rund should be used to finance requinmentl, including preparatione for
se&sion& of the Council, that should normally be covered by the regUlar budget of
the United Ratione.

The 1000 gtatl-of-tbe-lnyIropment report (decigiOn 88.1/2)

40. A draft decieion on thie subject (UNEP/GCSS.I/L.34) was adopted by consensus
and without comment.

System-wide medium-term environment prpgramme fpr the peri01 1990-1995
(decision 8S.I/3)

41. A draft decision on this subjoct was submitted by the Bureau
(UNEP/GCSS.I/L.39).

• For the text of thd decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its
first special lession, se~ the annex to the prelent report.
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42. On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the
~opre8entative of Chile, the Council decided to change the words "having considered
furt.hul''' in the third preambular paragraph of the draft to "having noted".

43. On the proposal of the repreoentative of Brazil, supported by the
r01H'tHJOntative of France and Chile, the Council also decided to amend paragraph 13
of the draft by changing the words "recommends for the consideration of
Governments" to "takes note of" and by replacing the words "and welcomes them as
I ..soful gu.ldelines" by the words "as presented by the Admin.lstrative Conunittee on
Co-ordination".

44. The draft decisiun, as orally amended by the representatives of Brazil and of
Franro, WBS adopted by consensus.

RQgional ~Dd 6ubcegional progrommes in Latin America AD4_tbA-CaribboAD
(de.c.irn.n.. ss .1/t)

45. A draft d6cision in this SUbject (UNEP/GCSS.I/L.36) was adopted by consensus
nnd without comment.

S~~~or the Cairo Progromme.~A'riconCo-operAtioA laocisioaSSLlLa)

46. Two draft decisions on this SUbject (UNEP/GCSS.I/L.37 and L.38) were adopted
by consensus.

47. The representative of Japan said that, while he welcomed the conseneus
achieved on the draft d~cisions, it sh·,uld be pointed out that the countries of
Asia, a~ well as those of Africa, ouqht to be considered i~ the provision of
priority assistance.

MadlMm~teIm plan of the United Nation~iIonmentProgramme CQr the period
1.9.StQ~_li2~.J.J1a.cisionSS. IL.6)

48. A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau
(UNEP/GCSS.I/L.40).

49. On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the
repreaentative of Bralil, the Council decided to amend the second preambular
paragraph of the draft by changinCJ the words "having considered also" tC't "having
t.aken note of".

!:lO. On the proposal of the representative of the United States of America, the
COIUlcil dec1ded to amend paragraph 3 of the draft by changing the words "with
reference made to" to "in the light of" in the penultimate line of the paragraph.

51. On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the
representative of Brazil, the Council further decided to delete the second clause
of paragraph 6 of the draft.

52. The draft decision, as orally amended by t.he represent-otives of t.he United
States and France, was adopted by consonHUS.
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flg8osod rQvlsions to thQ global progrAmme on the 'Aylropm,pt Of thl Ilt,pd'd
UDJtQ4 Notions medium-term 8110 'O[ the 8e[iOd 1984-1989 Cd,giliOp 88,1/2)

53. A draft decision on this subject was aubmittld by the Burlau
(UNIP/GCSS.I/L.35/R,v.l).

54. The President announced that the Bureau wished to rlvisl paragrapb a of thl
draft by inberting the words "the principlel1 and objeotivl' of" blfore the word.
"the medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Progl'anne" in the fhlt
line of the paragraph.

55. The draft decision, as orally revised, was adopted by con"DIU'.
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88.1/1. ftogramma p~licx ond implementDt~CD

The Qoyerplog Cgupgll,

Recalling General Assembly resolutlon 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972,

Recolling..A1aQ the resolutions adopted by the Council at its session of 0

special character in 1982, 11

HoyinG Qopli4ero4 General Assembly resolutions 42/184 of 11 D~cember 1981, on
international co-operation in the field uf the environment, 42/185 of
11 December 1987, on the biennial cycle of sessions of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme, 42/186 Qf 11 December 1~~7, on the
Environmental Per&pectlve to the Year ZOOO and Beyond, 42/187 of 11 December 1987,
on the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, and 42/193 of
11 December 1987, on preparation of the new international developmenl strategy for
the fourth United Nations development decade,

Haying 0110 gOPI14A~~ the introductory report of the ~xecutiv~ Director, 11
his introductory statement 11 and the Buuu~l report of the A~ministrative Committee
on Co-ordination, il

Deoring ip mip4 its decision SS.I,l ~f 18 March 1980, on the system-wide
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995,

1. ResolyeD to exercise fully the role expected of it,

(a) With re.peat to environmental activities within the the United NationG
system, as set forth by the General ASD~mbly in resolution 2997 (XXVII) and by the
Governing Councl1 in leetion VI, parag~'aph 3 of resolution I of 18 May 1982,
adopted at its le.sion of a special charocterl

(b) With respect to the follow-up of the Environmental Perspective ~o the
Year ~OOO and Beyond, approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 421186'

"c) WIth re.peat to the report of the World Commission on Environment and
Development, welaomed by the General Assembly in its resolution 42/1871

(d) With relpect to the systum-widA medium-term environment programme for the
period 1990-1995, in accordance with Ae~tion I, paragraph 2 (b), of General
Assembly reeolution 2997 (XXVII)I

1/ Official RPcords of thp Generel Asstlml:lly. :rbl rtY-Spy.OJltlLQe.U.!.o.n ,
SYpplpment No. 2~ (A/37/2S), part one, annex I.

11 UNEP/GCSS.I/6 and Corr.l and ~ .

.3/ UNEP/GCSS.I/6/Add.3 and Corr.l.

il UNEP/GCSS.I/5.
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2. UQCidgA to include in the provisional agenda of its fifteenth session an
item entitled "Follow-up of the relevant resolutions of the forty-second and
forty-third rJeos!ona of· ~he General Asnembly"l

3. ~~ta the Executive Director, using as appropriate the mechanism of
the Designated Officials for Environmental Matters, to provide the Council at its
fifteenth session with the following documents I

(8) Reports made available to the Council by the governing bodies of organs,
organizations and bodles of the United Nations system, in ~ccordance with
pbragraph 18 of General Assembly re~olution 42/187, on progress made in their
organizations towards sustainable development I

(b) The report prepared by the Secretary-General, in accor4ance with
paragraph 10 of General Assembly resoluti~n 42/187, on effort. ty the organs,
organizations and bodies of the United N~tions system to pursue sUltainab1e
development I

4. r~rthor (eguesti the Executive Director to submit to it at its fifteenth
se~sion, for consideration and transmittal as appropriate to the General Assembly
at its forty-fourth ses~ion, through the Economic and Social Council, a report
containing proposed comments by the Governing Council on the reports referred to in
paragraph 3 above dnd on any other matters concerning progrees on sustainablo
development that fall within the Council'G mandatel

5. Empho~ its view that sustainable and environmentally lound
development should be one of the main objectives of the new international
development ol~Rte9Y' taking into account the Enviroamental P.rlp.ctive to the Year'
2000 and Beyond, ~/ and also the analysis an~ recommendationl contained iD the
roport of the World Comnlission on Environment and Development, AI and invites the
EXQcutive Director to contribute fully and actively in the process of development
of the strategy and to keep the Council and its Comatlittee of Permanent
Representotives informed of developmenta.

7th mOQting
18 "Arab 1988

88.1/2. Iba-1i9.Q ptotQ-of-tho-ODviroDmODt rgpurt

'IhfL.OJworning Council,

.B..e.<;:.&lll.ua,g iLs decision 11/9 0 of 24 May 1985, in whiah it decided, iA.t&.LJll.li\,
that state-of-the-onvironment reports should, in general, alternate in successivo
years between 8 report on economic and social aspects of the environment and a
report on environmental data and assessment,

.51 Oener"al Assembly rosolution 42/.l11b, l\lUlOH.

~I h/42/427, annex.
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Recalling further its decision 14/9 B of 18 June 1987, in which it decided,
inter alie, that the 1989 state-of-the-environment report should be an update of
the 1987 report on the state of the world environment,

Haying considered the proposal of the Executive Director 1/ that the topic for
the state-of-the-environment report for 1990 should be "Children and the
envirocment",

1. Decides that the topic of the state-of-the-envirom~entreport for 1990
should be "Children and the. environment";

2. Reguests the Executive Director to prepare the report ~n close
co-operation with the United Nations Children's Fund;

3. Further reguests the Executive Director to submit a detailed outline of
the report to it at its fifteenth session so that delegations may comment upon it.

7th meeting
18 March 1988

SS.I/3. System-wide medium-term environment programme
for the period 1990-1995

The Goyerning COuncil,

Hayipg copsidered the proposed sytem-wide medium-term envirocment programme
for the period 1990-1995, 1/ submitted by the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination,

Recallipg General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 1987,

Baying poted the proposed goals that could be achieved by Governments by 1995
with the support of the United Nations system, ~/

Bayipg also considered the 1987 report by the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination ~/ and the introductory report of the Executive Director, i/

Recognizipg, in the light of previous experience, that the system-wide
medium-term environment programme is a valuable mechanism for the co-ordination of
environmental activities within the United Nations system,

tonvinced that system-wide medium-term environment programmes should
particularly take into account the statements contained in the Environmental
Perspe~tive that environmental issues are closely intertwined with development

21 UNEP/GCSS.I/6 and Corr.1 and 2, para. 28.

1/ UNEP/GCSS.I/2 and Corr.l and 2.

~/ UNEP/GCSS.I/2/Add.l.
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policies and practices, that consequently enviro~~ental goals and actions need to
be defined in relation to development objectives and policies and that, although it
is important to tackle immediate environmental problems, anticipatory and
preventive policies are the most effective and economical in achievin~

environmentally sou~d development, 121

Convinced further that the reports which the governing bodies of the organs,
organizations and progr&mmes of the United Nations system are inviced to submit not
later than 1989, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 42/187, on progless
made in their organizations tuwards sustainable development, would make a valuabl~

contribution to the further d~;elopment of the system-wide medium-term environment
programme for the period 1990-1995,

1. Tokes note with appreciation of the 1987 report of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordina~ion for its efforts in formul~ting the proposed system-wide medium-wide
environment programme, which re£lects a collective effort of the United Nations
system;

3. APproyes the Gystem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period
19~O-1995, as submitted by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and with
the amendments proposed by the Bureau, 11/ and subject to parograph 4 below;

4. Decides that ~t its fifteenth ~essioD it will provide the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination with its views as policy guid~nce for a revision of the
system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to be
presentee to the Council at its sizteenth session, with a view, inter alia, to
reflecting more closely the struc~ure and recommendations of the Environmental
Perspective ~o the Year 2000 and Beyond and the report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development ~I in the ~i9ht of General Assembly resolutions 42/18C
and 42/1e7, and with a view to identifying the cross-references between sources of
environmental problems and Subject-matter environmental sectors;

5 R,guests the Ezecutive Director to seek in 1988 the views of Governments
on revisions to be made to the sytem-wide medium-term environment programme for the
period 1990--1995 and to report to it at its fift.eenth session on those views;

6. Inyites the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to prepare, for
submission to the Council at its sizteenth session, a revised system-wide
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995, reflecting the guidance
of the Governing Council and the endeavours of the organs, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system towards environmentally sound and
sustainable development, endeavours which are to be described in the reports to the
General Assembly called for by the Assembly in its resolutions 42/186 and 42/187;

1nl General Assembly resolution 42/186, annex, paras. 3 (e) and (f).

11/ UNEP/GCSS.I/L.31 and Corr.l and Add.I-5.
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7. Q§Q!4Aa to add a new sub-item (c) to the present item 6 of tha
provision4l agenc1a of its fifteenth session, lil to be entitled "Guidelines for the
revision of the system-wide medium-term environment programme !or the period
1990-1995" I

8. Decides to recommend to the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
that it should arrange for an evaluation of the first system-wide medium-term
environment programm. (1984-1989) for submission to the Council at its sixteenth
session in the light of the preparatory wo~k for a revision of the system-wide
~ediwm-term environment programme for the period 1990-19951

9. Re;uests the Executive Direc~or to bring the approved system-wide
mediam-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to the attention of all
Governments and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations I

10. Calls upon Governments, intergo rnmental organizations and international
non.g~vernmental orgdnizations to give their full support and co-operation to the
implemGntatioD of the system-wide medium-term environment progr~.el

11. Brings the system-wide medium-term environment programme for thg period
1990-1995 to the atten~ion of the General AssemblYI

12. Expresses its congern to the General Assembly about the need to maintain
maximum possible co-ordination between thd United Nations medium-term plan and the
system-widb medium-term ~nvironment programme, in the light of General Assembly
resulution Z997 (XXVII) 01' 15 Decomb£':, H'72, which gives the Unitel.! Nations
Environment Programme a c~-ordinating role on environmental policies and programmes
within the Unitec1 Nations systenl, and reoolution 42/215 of 21 December 1987, by
which the G"neral Assembly extended the United Nations medium-term plan for the
period 1984-1989 to include 1990-19911

13. ~s note of the proposed goals that could be achieved by Governmentr. by
1995 with the .upport of the United Nations system, il as presented by the
Administrative Cornm.ittee on Co-ordinationl

14. Inyitos the governing bodies of the organizations and programm~s of the
United Nations system to take fully into account in their objectives, plans and
programme budgets the relevant aspects of the system-wide medium-term environment
programme for the period 1990-1995;

15. llI.S.Wi the organizations of t.Ile United Nations system to co-operate
closely in the implementation of the system-wide medium-term environment programme,
giving priority to developing countries in the implementation of the stretugies in
each of th9 pr~~ramme areaSI

16. ~~ the decision ~f the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination that
the Designated Officials for Envir1nmental Matters should have responsibility for

111 See the report of the Grverning Council on the work of its fourtheenth
sess!('n (Official Records of.--t.tl.e~nu.-a.LA{jsembly, Forty-segond Sessipn, SupplemeJlt
tiQ..a.--ll (A/42125 and Corr.1», aunex, other decisions, p. 9L
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cond'Jcting a quulitative evulul~U.on of the system-wide medium-term environment
progrwnmo 1 U/

11. £ndQui,e.a. the need expressed by the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination lil to develop suitable monitoring procedures for the system-wide
medium-term onvironment progrRmme;

18. BQgUIUiU the EXf>cuth e Director to continue to pursue active
consultations with the execnti\o heads of the organizations of the United Nations
system to ensure the further development and 8ffe~~ive implementation of the
system-wide modium-term environment programme;

19. Reguests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its
regular sessions on progress in the implementation of the system-wide medium-term
environment progrwnme for the p&riod 1990-1995.

7th meoting
18 March !RBB

SS.1I4. Beglolla1_and subru~ional pr0'lronun8s in Latin America
AIlLthL COl' ibbean

Ihe-Governing Council,

Recallin'l its decisions 13/21 of 23 May 1905, 13/32 of 24 May 1985 and 14/21
of 18 June 1981,

Taking into dCCount thu resu~ts of the Extraordinary Int.rgove~nmentalMeeting
of the Action Plan for the PI"otect.ton of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas
of tha South-East Pacific, held at Bogota in April 1987, and of the XIX RegUlar
Meeting of Ministero for Foreign Affairs of the Permanent Commission for the South
Pacific, held at Quito in December 1987,

Noting that the medium-term plan of the United Nation. Environment Programme
for the period 1990-1995 Jj/ includes among its objectivel the continuation and
ehancement of regional and inter regional co-operation in the management of marine
regions,

DtlUJ..ng,. .in .mind chat the system-wide medhun-term environment programme for the
period 1990-1995 B/ also include~ among its objectives the mainten~nce and
enhancement of the quality oC regional marine environments and the aC~~dvement of
the sustainable use of the resources of marine regions,

1. E:xprQ.5S.e.lL. i.tLaRP.re.c.iil.U.o.n to the United Nations Environment Progranvne
for its involvement with and support for the Action Plan for the Protection of the

13/ UNEP/GCSS.I/5, para. 22.

14/ UNEP/GCSS.1I2 and Corr.l and 2, para. 400.

15/ UNEP/GCSS.I/3 and Corr.l.
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Marine Environment and Coastal AreaG of the South··Eaat Pacific and the Action Plan
for the Carib~ean Environment Pro9ramme,

2. Degides that in developing tho medium-term plan of the United Nationa
Environment Programme for the ~eriod lY90-1995, priority should continue to be
given, within the oceans and coastal areas programme, to the Aotion Plan for the
Protection of the M~rlne Environment and Coastal Areas of the South-~ast Pacific
and the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme,

3. ROQuests the Executive Director to continue providing technical and
financial support, within availablo resouroes, for activities under the South-East
Pacific Action Plan and the Caribbean Action Plan.

7tn moeting
18 March 1988

SS.I/5. Support fur thQ Cairo prQgramme fQr AfriJon Cg-Qperation

The Governing Coupcil,

Regolling decision 14/15 C of 17 June 1987, which highlighted the need for the
Executive Director to mobilize moro tunds through United NatlQns organizations and
other funding agencies for the effective implementation of the Cairo Programme for
African Co-operation of 1985 lAI and the United Nations Programme of Action for
African Eoonomic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, 111

HOLipg that the ultimate goal of the Cairo Programme for African Co-operation
and the United Nations Programme of Action for Afrioan Economic Recovery and
Development 1986~1990 is the achievement of sustainable development,

I

Urge~ the governing bodies of the organizations of the United Nations system
to give priority to the provision of financial and technical assistance for the
effective implementation of each of the programme aroas of the Cairo Programme for
African CO-Qperation,

II

1. Hoteo with apprecibtion the United Nations Environment Programme's
involvement. iu and support for the Cairo PrClgrMUYle for African Co-oporatlon,

1.6.1 Report of the African Minhtedal ConCenmce on the EnvJ ronmenl 011 th"
work of its first session (UNEP/AEC.1/2), annex I, resolutiun Ill. sect. t.

111 General Assembly resolution S-13/2, annex.
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2. U[gO§ the Executive Director to oontinue to qive priority to the
implementation of the Caho Programma in thtl next thlee pl'oqrarnme bUdqets of the
lJnlt.ftd Nations Environment Programme.

7th moetiog
18 Horchl1U

88.1/6. ~ium~JauDL~ao Qf.JJut Uoited Notions EOyi[opmoot
fxgg[ammO (Q[ thQ BO[iod 1990-1i25

1bJl..Ji.g~a[piog Council,

aavina-copsideted the proposed medium-term plan of the United Nations
Environment Pro9r~e for the period 1990-1995, 151 submitted by the Executive
Diroct.or,

RBYing tAken oote gl the targets for tho United Nations Environment Programme
proposed by the Executive Director, 181

~gnizipg thet the medium-term plan of thft Unitod Nations Environment
Programme for the period 1990-1995 outlines the role of the United Nations
Bnvironment Progr5mme as an actor and partner in the system-wide medium-term
environment programme for the period 1990-1995, al

1. ApP[ovU. the medium-term plan of the Unit'ld Nations Environment Proqramme
for the poriod 1990-19gr- with the amendments proposed by the Bureaul lil

2. ReguQsu the Executive Directol' to Utl9 tho mediwn-te:..r.I plan as a guide
for formulating the next. three progr&Wm8 budgets of tho United Nations Environment
ProgrBn~e, subject to paragraph 3 bftloWJ

3. ~x~.[eguQst& the Executive Director to reflect more thoroughly in
future programme budgets or the Environment Programmo and in the system-wide
medium-term environment programme for the poriod 1990-1995, following its mid-term
review in 1992, the recommendations ~onteined in the Environmental Perspective to
the Year 2000 and Beyond 11 and the views expressed in the report of the World
Commission on Environment and Development ,ti.1 in the light of General Assembly
resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 19871

4. JnvitDa the Executive Diroctor to revise the medium-torm plan for the
United Nations Environment Programme [or the period 1990-1995 ill parallel with tho
revision of the system-wide mediwn··torm environment progrMUTle for the period
lQ90-19Q5, 88 approved by the Council in its decision SS.I/3 of 18 March 1988, for
consideration by the Council et its sixteenth 90ssionJ

5. t~"tbUl'._..UlS1.\&IUi.tJi. the Excutivo 01 reclOl' to prepare an explanalol'y not.o,
preforably in chart form, indicating the cross-roforences between tho "problomN

181 UNEP/GCS&.1/3/Add.l

191 UNEP/GCSS.I/L.41.



addressed" and "strategies" of the mediWll-torm plan for the Un.lted Nations
Envlrorunent ProgrMllfte and the proposed targets for t,ho Envirorunenl. Pro9rwnmo and to
circulate this note prlor to the fifteenth sossion of the Councill

6. Considerp tho targets proposed for tho Unitod Nat ions Env.i l'Onmont
Programme for 1995 to be managoment guidolinos for monitoring the porformance of
the SftCl'otariat of the Environment Programme.

Ith__mo.D..t.1.ng
.18 MlUCh 1988

88.1/7. froposed revigions to the global ~~O~_QDL~Q
enyiroRment g' tbo extended Uni~udL~nu mod.lum
term plan for the perigd 1984-1989

The Goyerning Cguncil,

Having considered the Executivo Director's proposed revisions to tho global
programme on the environment of the extended United Nations medium-term plan for
the period 1984-1989, 1nl

ioaring in mind General Assembly resolution 42/215 of 21 Decembor 1987, in
which the General Assembly decided to extned the current Unitod Nations medium-term
plan for a further two-year period,

1. Tatos ngto of the proposed revisions to the global programme on the
environment of the extended United Nations medium-term plan for the poriod
1984-19891

2. Considers that the principlos and objectiv~s of the medium-term plan of
the United Notions ~nvironment Programme for tho period 1990-1095, as approved by
the Council in its dJ(lision 88.1/6 of 18 March 1988, constitute tho commonto of tho
Council on the proposod revisions to the global programme on the environment of tho
extended United Nbtions medium-term plan for tho pQrio~ 1984-19891

3. Re~YQQtQ the Executive Director to forward the comments of tho Governing
Council, 8S woll aB the views oxprossed by delogations during tho Council's
deliberations on the proposed revisions, through tho Committee on Programmo and
Co-ordination, to tho General Assembly at its forty-third 9096ion1

4. Rw:.mDmWl4l1 to the GonEtul AsscmbJ.y that tho ylobBI lH'ogl'wnme on the
environment of tho United Nations medium-term plan beginning in 1992 be utruc:turod
along the linos of the system-wide medium-term onvironment programme La ensuro
unlformity of content and to facilitato co-ordination of the environmental
activities being undertftken by the United Nations systom in the light of General
Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 Docembe~ 1967.

'f th muot i ng
16 MUl'(;h 1988

~QI UNEP/GCSS.t/4, annox.
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