UNITED A

NATIONS

2y GENERAL

ot Y QGeneral Assembly Distr,
)

A/43/423
23 June 1988

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Forty~third session
Item 103 of the preliminary list*

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST TRAFFIC IN DRUGS

Letter dated 23 June 1988 from the Permanant Representative
of Malaysia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

Upon the instruction of mvy Government, 1 have the honour to transmit to you a
statement by His Excellency Dato' Seri Dr, Mahathir Mohamad, Prime Minister of
Malaysia, to be issued in commemoration of the first annual observance of the
International Day aaainst Drug Abuse and Illicit Traffickina (see annex).

I should be arateful 1f you would arrange to have this letter and its annex

distributed as an officilal document of the General Assemblv under item 103 of the
preliminary list.

(3igned) Dato RAZALI Ismail
Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

Statement by the Prime Miniaster of Malaysia in commemoration
of 26 June as the International Day acainst Drua Abuse and
[llicit Traffickina

It has been axactly a year mince 138 States toaether with nearly
200 non-qovernmental oraanizations and other reqional and interaovernmental bodiesn
gathered to addreas the gqrowing universal problem of drua ahuse and {llicit
traffickina, The convening of the Internationt] Conference on Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking from 17 to 26 June 1987, at Vienna, was indeed an expression of
the political will of nations to fight the drua problem in all its manifestations.
The Conference made a maior hreakthrouah in aeneratina an international plan of
action to fiaht this plague that threatens to destroy us.

The Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activitiea in Drua Abuse
Control, that was unanimously adopted by the Conference isg a compandium of
practical measures for Governments, interaovernmental and reaional organizations,
non-governmental oraanizations, the tUUnited Nations, academic institutions and
individuals to adopt in efforts to fight the drua problem,

I am proud to note that over the last year a areat deal haa heen done hy
participating nations to ensure the implementation of the Comprehensive
Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activitiea in Drua Abuse Control, An {tem on
drug ahuse and illicit traffickina has heen on the acenda of almost every
international, reqional and hilateral meetina., The non~aligned movement, the
Craganization of the Tslamic Conference, the Commonwealth Heads of Government and
reqional forums such as the Orqganization of African Unity, the Furopean Feonomic
Community and ASEAN, have all ~Adressed the problam, The work of the heads of
national drug law enforcement agencies, United Nations bodies, in particular the
work of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the NDivision of Narcotic Druas, in
pursuit of the relevant targets in the Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of
Future Activities in Drua Abuse Control within their respective mandates, has not
qone unnoticed,

Baually important are the onaning efforts to finalize the =aw conventinn
azainst illicit tratfic in narcotic druas and psychotropic suhstances, Thir new
convention covers areas that are not dealt with in the existina 1961 Sinale
Convention on Narcoti¢ Druas and the 1971 Convention on Psychotrople Suhstances,
The adoptinn of this naw convention by all nations will be pivotal in our efforts
to address the problem of 1llicit traffickina and drug abuse.

Much prodress has been made in our efforts to overcome the drua problem. This
progqress could not have heen possinble without the commitment and contribution of
all concerned, Vast potential, however, remain for further efforts and
co-operation amona us, It {8 crucial that we sustajin the momentum of our "march"
in this "war", We must move forward towards our doal of an international socirty
freea of drua ahuse, It is vital that we further consolidate our efforts to
translate the commitment we macde a vear adao intms concrete action, Let us not
delude ourselves into thinking that we have done all we can in containina the
problem, Drug abuse and il1limit trafficking continues to exist!
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Althouah much has been done, much hard work remainas. We have, however, made a
couraqeous bedinning. Dedication and commitment are vital in our unyielding

resolve to figqht the pronlem of dArug ahuse and illicit traffickina, Let us ao
forth with areater conviction in the years ahead in our battle acainat the drug
problem,




