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Report of the S ec r eta rY-Gene r al

1, The present report is subrnitted in pursuance of General Assembly resotution
42/69 K of 2 Decenber 198?, tbe operatiTe part of which reads as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"L Emphasizes the need for strengthening the educational systen in the Arab
t.r, iliil". *-upied since 5 June 1967, including Jerusalem, and specificallv
the need for the establishment of the proposed uni verstlyt

"2, Requests the sec reta rY-Gene r aL lo continue to take all necessary neasures
for "rt"bLishing 

the Unir'ersity of Jerusalem 'Al-Quds'. in accordance with
General Assembly resoLution 35/73 B of 3 November l'980, gii'ring due

consideration to the recommendations consistent \'?ith the provisions of that:
r:esoLution;

"3. CaLls once more upon Israel, the occupying Power. to co-operate in the
implenentation of the present resolution and to lemote the hindrances that it
nal pLit in the way of establishing the Uni'/ersity of Jerusalern 'Al-Quds'i

"4. Requests the secr eta ry-Gene r af to report to the General Assembfy at its
forty-t.hird session on the proqress made in the implernentation of the present
resolution, "
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2. It will be recalled that the GeneraL Assembly first considered the
establishnent of the oroposed uni,/ers-ity at ils Chirty-fifth session. At thdc
session it adopted. on 3 Norejnber 1980, resolution 35/13 B in which it requesled
the Secretary-General, in co-ordination with the Council of the United Nations
u:1i7ersity, the united Nations Refief and wor{s Aqency Eor parestine Refugecs in
the Near East (UNRWA) and the United Nations EducationaL, Scientific and Cultural
Organization {IINESCO) , "to study ways and means of establisbinE at Jerusalen a
uniuersity of arts and sclences to cater to the needs of Palestine refugees in the
area, under the aegis of the United Nations" (resolution 3S/13 B, para. 5).

3. S j-nce then, the Generaf Assembty has adopted seuen further resolutions on the
subject (36/146 G of L6 December L}BL. 37/I2O C of 16 December L}BZ, 3e,/a3 t< of
15 December 1983/ 39/99 K of 14 Decenber t984, 4A/t65 K of 16 December 1985,
4l/69 R of 3 Decernber 1986 and 42/69 H of 2 Decenber L9B7) and the
Secretary-General has submitted six reports lA/31/599, A/3A/386, A/39/528,
A/40/543, A/4L/457 and A/i42/309) on the steps he has taken in pursuance of t.hose
resolut.ions, incJuding his efforts to prepare the tunctional feasibility stLrdy on
establishinq the proposed university that was first requested by the Assembly in
ihs resolution 36/146 c. The position of the couernment of rsrael in regard !o re
establlshrnent of the un.iyersity is also set out in those reporLs.

4, As the Secretary-General has pre?iously indicated, l,/ he beIie.,/es that in
or:der to conply with the request addressed to hirn by Lhe ceneraL Assembly. it siitl
be necessary to complete the functionaL feasibility study initiated in pursuance of
preitious Assembly resoLutions. To that end. after AssernbLy resoLlttion 42/69 K was
adopted, the Secretary-General again souqht the assistance of the Rector of the
United Nations Unl,.ersity, who at his request nade a,/aj,lable a highly qualified
expert to assist in the preparation of the study. The expert was to ,.'isit the area
and meet lrith the conpetent Israeli officials, bearing in mj.nd that Israel
exerclses effectiue authority ir the area concerned.

5. rn a nole 
"erbale addressed to the permanent Representatiue of rsrael to the

United Nations on 3 May 1988r the Secret.ary-ceneral, with reference to the request
addressed to him by Lhe ceneral Assembly. requested that the coqernment of Israel
facilitate the qisit of the expert. which wouLd Lake place at a Tnutually con"enienL
date. Recalfing the posilion taken by the Gogernnen! of Tsrael concerning Ene
proposed unitersity, as welI as the clarifications already giuen by the Secretdriat
ta the questions raised by the Israeli authorities, ?,/ the Secretary-ceneraL
expressed the opinion that suqh questions could be best discussed on the occasion
of the ,zisit of the UniLed Nations expert.

6. On 24 May 1988, the Acting Pernanent Represenlatiue of Israel sent the
fo1lolring reply to the Secretary,ceneral:

"The position of the ca"ernnent of Israel on this subjecl was cLarified
in a statement by the Representati?e of Israel to the Special Pol.iticat
Committee on 15 December I9B3 (A/38/pV.98), in a letter of the permanenr
Representa'.i?e of Israel dated 2: May 1984 to then Under-Secretary-ceneral
Mr- Brian urquhart. ]/ and in notes rerbales of the permanent ilepresenlatiTe
of Israel dated 2 May 1985, f0 June 1986 and 22 ApriL t9B7 addressed Lo the
Sec reta ry-Gene ral , jl,/
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"The Goqernnent af rsrael has voted consistentll,' against this resoLuiion
for reasons outl_ined in lhe afotententioned slatenent and documents, and itsposit.ion remains unchanged. 1t is clear that Lhe sponsors of resolul:i(]n
4?'/69 R seek to exploit r:he fieid of higher education in or.rer to potiticize
issues totally extraneous to genuine acadenic pursuit_s. Accordingly, the
Governnent- of fsrael is unable to assist ii taking this matter further.,,

1, fn view of the positlon taken by the couernment of Israel, it has not beenpossible to conplete the functional feasibiLity study on the pr:oposed unirerslty at
Jgr usalen as planned.
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