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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m. reaffirmed the importance of 2001 as the International
Year of Mobilization against such racist manifestations.

Agenda item 114: Elimination of racism and racial Agenda item 116: Human rights questions
discrimination (continued (A/C.3/54/L.26) (continued

1. Ms. Elliott (Guyana) introduced draft resolution (b) Human rights questions, including alternative
A/C.3/54/L.26 on measures to combat contemporaryforms approaches for improving the effective

of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related  enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
intolerance on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, and freedoms(continued (A/54/93, 137, 216, 222

of the following additional sponsors: Croatia, Denmark, and Add.1, 303, 319, 336, 353, 360, 386, 399 and
Finland, France, Greece, the Netherlands, Portugal, San Add.1, 401, 439 and 491)

Marino, Spain, Turkey and the United Kingdom ofGreat(C)

Human rights situations and reports of special
Britain and Northern Ireland. g P P

rapporteurs and representativegcontinued

2. Thetexthad been revised after consultations. Anew (A/54/188, 302, A/54/330-S/1999/958, A/54/331-
tenth preambular paragraph had been inserted, reading: S/1999/959, A/54/359, 361, 365, 366, 387,
“Recognizingboth the challenges and opportunities in A/54/396-5/1999/1000, A/54/409, 422, 440, 465-
combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobiaand 467, 482, 493 and 499; A/C.3/54/3 and 4)
related intolerance in an increasingly globalized world,”.
In the fourth line of paragraph 2, the phrase “strengthen
itsimpactand” should be inserted after the words “in order
to”. In the third line of paragraph 3, the verb “welcomes” i . ]
had been replaced by the phrase “takes note witi€) Reportof the United Nations High

appreciation of”. In the third line of paragraph 4, the ~ Commissioner for Human Rights(continued

phrase “and non-governmental organizations” had been (A/54/36)

inserted after the word “mechanisms”. Paragraph 5 hgd Mr. Kapanga (Democratic Republic of the Congo),
been deleted. speaking under agenda item 116 (e), expressed

3. Paragraph 9 had been revised to reReptesses its @ppreciation forthe reportofthe Special Rapporteur onthe
profound concern about and unequivocal condemnatifuation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of

of all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobidhe Congo (A/54/361), where for the first time he had

and related intolerance, in particular all racist violenc&orrectlycharacterized the conflictin the countryasawar;
including related acts of random and indiscriminatdlthough regrettably he had stopped short of condemning
violence;”. In paragraph 12, after the preposition “in”, théhe armed aggression against his nation by Rwanda,
words “Europe and North America, including” had beef/9anda and Burundi. The General Assembly and the
replaced by the words “many parts of the world, as wefecurity Council should now do so unequivocally, and

as” and at the end of that paragraph, the Woﬁhould_thwarttheexpansionistaimsofthose neighbouring
“constitutions” had been replaced by the word “charters€ountries.

after which the phrase “as reflected in the report of th®  The report brought out the inevitable connection
Special Rapporteur” had been inserted. Lastly, in the firsbtween the armed aggression and the various human
line of paragraph 20, the word “work” had been replacegyghts violations discerned in the Democratic Republic in
by the word “action”. its aftermath. The points made by the Special Rapporteur

4.  She hoped the draft resolution would be adopted By chapter 2 could serve as jurisprudence for the
consensus. It reflected many of the concerns highlight&é#fernational Court of Justice, before which his

in the report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporaPvernment had brought a case against the aggressors
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia an¥iolating its sovereignty and territorial integrity. His
related intolerance. Although similar to that of the previoudelegation noted with satisfaction also that for the first
year, it encouraged States not only to cooperate with tH&e the Special Rapporteur had recognized that his
Special Rapporteur, but also to take action at the natiorfapvernment, which did not sanctimoniously claim never

level to eradicate racism and related intolerance, aff have committed any missteps, had made enormous
progressinthe observance and protection of human rights.

d) Comprehensive implementation of and follow-
up to the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action (continued
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Since the establishmentin 1988 of the Ministry of Huma@ouncil documents set out the main aspects of the human
Rights, his Government had actively cooperated with thieghts question in the territory of the Democratic Republic.
various United Nations human rights bodies and with thghe surviving population in the occupied provinces was
Special Rapporteur. alsoin terrible straits. Women and young girls were being

7. Regardingtheuseof childreninthe armed forces, Hi%pe_atedly raped by Rwandan and Ugand(_";m troops, and
Government had opted to demobilize all children, setti |diers known to have AIDS were systematically used for

up a National Demobilization and Social Reintegratio € purpose of infecting them._The situatipn of chi_ldren
Commission for them: and it had prohibited thdvas simply apocalyptic: forcibly conscripted minors

recruitment of children under 18. The Democratic RepubIF@nStitUt?d a Iargg percentage ofthetroops ofthe so-called
had taken the initiative in convening a pan—AfricaﬁebelS’ V_V'th an unimaginable Impact on future Congolese
conference on the demobilization of child soldiers (reporg’eneratlons. Allhope of well-being and a better future had
paras.72and 119), which the Special Rapporteur urged n bamshgd from _the areas un(,jer rebel control, as
international community to support. Prior to adopting 8orroborated in the Spia¢ Rapporteur’s report (paras. 93
national human rights plan, the Government had alé&d 95).

organized a preparatory seminar on the administration. As to the refugee situation, it was not the victims
justice and human rights. The Government was leanitigemselves who should be accused but rather those who
towards the abolition of capital punishment, and in th&wed the dissension that caused social disintegration and
meantime had revised its lelgison sothat death sentencedlight. His Government had nevertheless chosen the path
would be carried outin accordance with international laef dialogue. It asked the international community to
in the matter. support its demand for the withdrawal of the aggressor
froops from its territory so that talks among Congolese

8. Its closer relations with the United Nations syste Id beai d N the G Lak X Id
in general and with international and non—governmentgﬁau egin and peace in the Great Lakes region cou

organizations had helped the Democratic Republic gcomeapossmmty.

promote human rights and deal with many abusesthathbB@ His Government’s determination to make the
been committed mainly out ofignorance or excessive zeBlemocratic Republic a prosperous country with a fine
Although the new positive approach on the part of thfeture had not pleased certain neighbouring countries,
Special Rapporteur was to be encouraged, his repwrich had decided, after first pillaging and murdering, to
nonetheless contained unverified inaccuracies and outdaitestall a more docile regime that would take directions not
information. His delegation hoped that the Specidtom the Congolese people but from foreigners. The
Rapporteur would show more scientific rigour in carryingonspiracy would, however, not succeed, for the people
out his mandate in general and in drafting his report would have the last word.

particular. 13. Mr.Paribatra (Thailand) said that his country’s new

9. As part of their war of aggression, the Rwandamlemocratically drafted Constitution contained
Ugandan and Burundian coalition was massacring teemprehensive provisions guaranteeing rights and
helpless population of his country, in flagrant violation ofreedoms, and over 30 implementing laws had been
all international instruments governing warfare and @dopted in the past two years. Experience had taught that,
international humanitarian law. The atrocities were paim realizing the right to human development, more
of a larger pattern of violations which the Speciaémphasis had to be placed on a human rights-based
Rapporteur would do well to investigate, in the interestpproach to social and economic development.
of safeguarding human rights in the Great Lakes regio@onsequently, his Government had over the past two years
The so-called rebel movement within the country wadevoted increasing resources to short-term social safety
likewise committing genocide in the area under its contrahets and long-term human resource development. For the
Such barbaric conduct had previously been unknowinst time, human rights had been made an integral part of
among the more than 400 ethnic groups that constitutits foreign policy.

the Congolese people and had theretofore lived in peagg.  pajjand had helped to make human rights an issue

10. The international community must rouse itself andf regional concern for the Asdation of Southeast Asian
bring to justice the perpetrators of such crimes againdations (ASEAN); the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had
humanity, just as was being done in Eastern Europe. Theanized manyhuman rights conferences and workshops,
white papers by his Government circulated as Securitycluding one on the development of national plans of
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action for the promotion of human rights in the Asiadeath penalty was the wrong occasion for discussing new
Pacificregion; andithad actively participated in the effortisotions of the concept of sovereignty. In the view of
to resolve the question of East Timor. The followind.iechtenstein, which as a small country was keen to
month, Thailand would @ede to the Inteational maintain itssovereignty,itshould notlecessarytorefer
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, thue a principle to which all States subscribed as a matter of
completing its accession to all the instruments that madeurse. Furthermore, the purposes and principles of the
up the International Bill of Human Rights. Charter of the United Nations should be read in their

15. Governments, international and regional and noﬁ-gtirety. Nevertheless, in view of the importance that many

governmental organizations, the private sector, the me(ﬁtiates attached to such an amendment, his Government

and all members of civil society must join hands iHVOUld reluctantly accept the proposed language.

promoting and protecting human rights. Without a shardd®. However, sincethe proposed amendmentwould alter
sense of social responsibility and urgency, little progresise tone of the resolution as a whole, language should also
would be achieved; on the other hand, the consideralble included to make it clear that the promotion and
financial, technological and information resources of th@otection ofhuman rights were a legitimate concern ofthe
private sector, if applied with a sense of socidhternational community. Although his Government
responsibility, could contribute to the cause of humasimilarly regarded the proposed amendment contained in
rights. In the critically important process of consensu#/C.3/54/L.32 asunnecessaryand misplaced, itwas again
building, the basic principles of the universalitywilling to accept it as the reaffination of a concept to
indivisibility and interdependence of human rights couldhich all Member States subscribed.

not be compromised. 20. However, it would prefer to use language from a

16. The great diversity in the contemporary world thdtuman rights instrument, such as the first preambular
inevitably survived globalization must not be used asparagraph of the International Covenant on Civil and
pretext for the violation and suppression of human rightBplitical Rights, which was also that of the International

a justification for promoting one set of human rights at thEovenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. The
expense of another, a cloak for authoritarian practices,ldechtenstein delegation had no illusions that such
an excuse for turning a blind eye to abuses elsewhere. 8gcommodations would bring about a consensus on that
traditionally providing temporary shelter for displacedssue, but hoped that the adoption of the draft resolution
persons from neighbouring lands, successive Thabuld contribute tothe abolition of the death penalty over
Governments had shown their willingness to act witthe long term.

compassion in cases of abuses and violations. 21. Ms. Boyko (Ukraine) said that the promotion and

17. Mr. Wenaweser (Liechtenstein) said that hisprotection of human rights was along-term process which
Government had decided to supportthe draft resolution should not be treated as something separate from the
the question of the death penalty sponsored by tkl¥ganization’sother activities. Iecentyears, the human
European Union (A/C.3/54/L.8). As the draft resolutiomights component of the mandates of peacekeeping
stated, the abolition of the death penalty would contributeerations had frequently been critical to theiccass.

to the progressive development of human rights. Hidkraine had always strongly advocated that human rights
Government had the right to express that conviction, jugttivities should be at the heart of preventive measures, as
as others had the right to voice their opposition. On thah effective means of strengthening the efforts of the
premise the draft resolution called on States that uphetdernational communityto preventthe further aggtéon

the death penaltyto establish a moratorium on executiomésituations which might endanger intational peace and

If adopted, the resolution would have no legally bindingecurity.

effect on any Member State, and would merely constitu

one step in a political process which, it was hoped, WOU%'
advance the universal cause of human rights.

Events had demonstrated the explosive potential of
glect of human rightsissues in the context of preventive
diplomacy. In that regard, a more active role by the
18. Theproposed amendmentcontainedin A/C.3/54/L.8kcretary-General should be encouraged; he should be able
had been formulated in accordance with the view that thebring to the attention of the Security Council situations
draft resolution undermined the sovereignty of States. H¥$ massive human rights violations which were likely to
delegation fully agreed with those Member States that h#ttteaten international peace and security. The Commission
maintained that consideration of a draft resolution on tleen Human Rights played a key role within the United
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Nations system of protection of human rightswhich was at the core of the culture of human rights, and
Unfortunately, recent efforts toreviewits working methodw better management of information on human rights and
in order toincrease its effectiveness and efficiency had rnitt wider dissemination. For some countries, establishing
accomplished that goal. Duplication and the ineffective usiee rule of law might take generations, rather than years.
of human, financial and other resources had called in order to implement fully the Vienna Declaration and

guestion the Commission’s ability to meet the challeng&ogramme of Action, there must be a global alliance
of the modern world. The effectiveness of the reforrhetween Governments, international organizations and
process would depend greatly on the spirit of confidencévil society for the universal observance of human rights.

among the participants in the Commission’s sessions.,e  \r Fernandez Palacios (Cuba) said that the

23. Further efforts should be made to eliminate doubieternational community needed to reflect on how to face
standards and selectivityin the assessment of human rigthts new world realities in order to provide equaless to
issues and situations in various countries, which oftetevelopment, eradicate poverty, protect cultural diversity
caused confrontation in the Commission and impaired ignd ensure the full exercise of all human rights for
work. Her delegation hoped that the inter-sessionaVeryone. The globalization process posed a huge
working group would work in an expeditious andcchallenge. Inaddition toits potisl benefits, it could have
constructive manner sothat at the Commission’s fifty-sixttlestructive consequences for human rights, equality,
session a package of improvements could be adoptedustice, non-discrimination and sustainable development.
strengthen human rights mechanisms. The absencelfdf was to achieve its enormous potential, that process
proper coordination of regional cooperation activities andust be accompanied by a new, just, equitable and
activities within the framework of the United Nations wasustainable world order, which included the active
another constraint. Her delegation, as a member Statepafticipation of the so-called third world countries in the
the Council of Europe, fully supported the opinion of thglobal decision-making processes, a profound
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rightsransformation of the international monetary system, a
about the need for a more structured relationship betweesmprehensive approach to development, and a bridging
the Office of the High Commissioner and the Council dff the increasing gap between the richer countries and the
Europein such areasasthe forthcoming World Confereneest majority of poorer countries.

against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia a

Related Intol HioKing | 4 viol . Human rights had little meaning when 1.3 billion
egte ntolerance, tra ICking In women and violenc eople lived in poverty, while a small group of rich
against women, technical cooperation, and t

heni ; . 'h iah L untries enjoyed unsustainable patterns of consumption.
strengthening of national human rights capacities. g right to development would continue to be a chimera

24. The cooperation between the Office of the Highnless firm action was taken to achieve economic, social
Commissioner and the Organization for Security anahd cultural rights. The promotion and protection of all
Cooperation in Europe was equally important. Hemuman rights and fundamental freedoms for everyone, on
delegation welcomed the conclusion of memoranda tife basis of effective international cooperation in
understanding between the Office of the Higlaccordancewiththepurposesandprinciplesofthe Charter,
Commissioner and other international organizations had been reaffirmed in the Vienna Declaration and
important steps towards improving the coordination arRrogramme of Action. Cooperation must be based on
complementarity of human rights activities at the globainiversality, olpectivity, impartiality and non-selectivity,
level. Efforts at the national level were crucial. Hemlong with mutual respect and democratic understanding
delegation commended the assistance provided by tfediversity. Those goals were far from being attained,
Office ofthe High Commissioner to national human rightsowever. Year after year, United Nations bodies were being
institutions. Ukraine was particularly interested imeld hostage to selectivity, political manipulation and
developing a technical cooperation programme with ttdouble standards as part of the attempts by a group of
Office of the High Commissioner and looked forward t@ountriestoimpose a certain approach tohuman rights and
progress in that field. to judge and condemn the countries of the South.

25. Her delegation supported the idea of expandir#8. There was no single model of social organization;
cooperation between United Nations human rights bodiaiempts to impose such a model ran counter to the
and other United Nations agencies based on full respect i@mocratic ideals that some claimed to defend. Democracy
the mandates and responsibilities of each partner. Priorétyd universality could be based only on true respectfor the
attention must also be paid to human rights educationght of nations to adopt the political, economic and social
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system which their peoples chose in a free and sovereigad no drinking water, and had no access to education or
manner. Interference and intervention were being disguisealsic health care, and must address that challenge
as "humanitarian” action for the alleged protection ofollectively. His delegation therefore welcomed the
human rights. Upholding the principles of nationatommitmentofthe United Nations High Commissioner for
sovereignty, political independence and non-interfereneiman Rights to the promotion and achievement of the
in the internal affairs of other States was the only way farght to development and hoped that the Working Group
developing countries to counter attempts at interventiam the Right to Development would make specific
and hegemonism by the major centres of power. proposals on that matter.

29. There was no question of justifying crimes an@3. For a number of years, the African States had been
injustice, or massive and flagranthuman rights violationengaged in a vast enterprise of democratization and
the international community must take action to prevepromotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
those practices. The issue was the need to eliminate thiter struggling against colonialism and apartheid to
deeper causes associated with poverty, underdevelopmeegain their rights and freedoms, Africans were well aware
inequality and injustice. It was firsenessary to establish of the importance and meaning of freedom and dignity.
clear-cutrulesonthe scope, implications and consequenéé® promulgation of the African Charter on Human and
ofthe action to be taken, and that could not happen as loRgople’s Rights had been followed by the adoption of
as the developing world was reduced to listening to loragveral other instruments, including the Ouagadougou
monologues on what it should be doing. Democracy amtotocol establishing the African court of human rights.
consensus could exist only on the basis of differeltespiteitsprecarious economicsituation, Africaremained
opinions and a willingness for dialogue. firmly committed to the defence and protection of human
rights, as was demonstrated by the endorsement at the
@irty—fifth summit meeting ofthe Organization of African

was spreading to all areas of human activity, inevitably . . ) .
affected human rights and freedoms as well. While th nity (OAU), held in Algiers in July 1999, of the plan of
ction on human rights in Africa whichnter alia,

universality of human rights was unquestioned, it had fruo .
be recognized that universality did not mean uniformit r;eafnrmed the T'ght t9 (_jevelopment a_nq stressed the
cultural characteristics could not be neglected orobscuré’@.pqrtanc.e of |mpart|al_|ty, non-selectivity and non-

The World Conference on Human Rights had establish@@mpmat'on of human rights.

theindivisibilityand interdependence of economic, sociaB4. The meeting of the coordinating committee of
cultural, civil and political rights. Cooperation in the aredfrican national institutions for the promotion and

of human rights must therefore be achieved throughpaotection of human rights, held in Algiers a few days
partnership based on equality and respect for differenceseviously, was a continuation of the African humanrights
free from all forms of hegemonism, selectivityprocess. The invitation by the President of Algeria to the
manipulation or political calculation. African Commission on Human Rights to hold its twenty-

31. While there had been a significant strengthening B?V'enth session at Algiers in 2000, and his Government’s
civil and political rights and fundamental freedoms,ther\@f'”mg,nes.s to host a conference gf’non-governmental
had been noreal progress in economic, cultural and Socq)i?.an!zanons,. demonstrated A'Qe”a s desire to support
rights, which had even regressed because of tﬁ‘ ica’s commitment to human rights.

introduction of costly structural adjustments that had I€8b.  Algeria had undertaken to consolidate the rule oflaw,
to increased poverty, wider income gaps, reduced socs&fengthen democracy, and establish institutions to protect
security systems and increasing unemployment. Theman rightstopromote allhuman rights and fundamental
provisions of human rights treaties had little meaning fdreedoms. Human rights could not be decreed or imposed
those who were concerned only about survival. First asthce a favourable socio-economic and political
foremost, therightto life must be ensured; it was essenteivironment was needed. Algeria intended to continue its
to achieve the right to development, a universal areffortsin thatareaatits own pace andin full transparency.
inalienable right which had finally been recognized at thEhe international community must clearlydemonstrate that
World Conference on Human Rights, after being identifietlhe promotion and protection of human rights had no other
by the General Assembly a decade previously. goal than the achievement of the ideals of the Charter, for
the benefit of all the peoples and nations of the world.

30. Mr. Baali (Algeria) said that globalization, which

32. Theinternational community could nolongecept
a situation in which one in four people was malnourished,
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36. Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) said that Colombiawould39. His Government invested millions of dollars every
continue to cooperate with other countries to achieyear to assist displaced persons. In order to obtain
respect for human rights in the world. It considered thadditional resources, it had made proposals for
interest of other countries in the human rights situation international cooperation which had been included in a
Colombia as legitimate and appreciated their cooperatiptan senttovarious Governments and international bodies.
within the bounds of respect for the principle of nonThe key element to solving the problem of internally
interference in the internal affairs of States. Whildisplaced persons, however, was to find a negotiated
Colombia’s situation as a developing country undergoirgplitical solution to the internal conflict. That process
internal conflict imposed some limitations on extendingequired time and patience. In the meantime, his
the full enjoyment of human rights to its citizens, hissovernment was doing everything possible to find
Government was persisting in its efforts to achieve the&gmporary solutions for internally displaced persons, in
objective. It believed that peace and human rights weteoperation with regional Governments, displaced persons’
interdependent and that a negotiated solution to tleganizations, the Church, the Office ofthe Unitedibins
internal conflict was therefore a priority. High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the

37. In August 1999 his Government had announcedl'&temat'on‘"lI Committee of the Red Cross.

policy to promote respect for human rights and th€0. Mr. Cherif (Tunisia) expressed his delegation’s
application of international humanitarian lawconcern about the violence and intensity of the human
corresponding to the commitment made to the Colombiaights violations occurring in conflict siations, and urged
people and the recommendations of various internatiorthk parties to those conflicts to respect human rights and
human rights bodies, including the Office of the Unitedettle their differences peacefully and in accordance with
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Bogotahe principles ofthe Charter and international law. Despite
The policy would focus on six areas: action against illegalotbeds of tension in Africa, the promotion of human
armed groups, which had been responsible for the largeigsthts was enjoying considerable attention on that
number of human rights violations in Colombia; securitgontinent: the Grand Bay Declaration and Action Plan,
ofhumanrights defenders; assistance to persons displaeddch had resulted from the Ministerial Conference of the
by violence; measures to promote internation&@rganization of African Unity (OAU), demonstrated the
humanitarian law, in particular the protection of womenommitment of African States to protect human rights. In
and minors in armed conflict situations, mine clearancthatregard, his delegation welcomed the efforts ofthe High
and non-recruitment of minors into the armed force§ommissioner for Human Rightsto strengthenthe internal
improvement ofthe administration of justice, including theapacities of African countries.

fightagainstimpunity, application of amilitary penal codgy Development and the elimination of poverty should
and reform of the penal code to include the question BE one of the priority objectives of the international

forced dis.appearance's; and a national plarj Of_ action 95'mmunity. Respect for human rights required an
human rights and , international humanitarian ,IaVY tegrated vision of rights, under which social and
|nclud|_ng_ the establlshment_ of a permar_1ent na_uor;g onomic rights would be placed on an equal footing with
commission of human rights and internation ivil and political rights. The right to development must
humanitarian law. be a major concern in all efforts to promote human rights.
38. With regard to the situation of internally displaceth that spirit, the President of Tunisia had launched an
persons, his Government welcomed the visit to Colombéppeal to the international community to establish a
in May 1999 ofthe representative of the Secretary-Genesalluntary world solidarity fund for assisting the poorest
oninternallydisplaced persons. Itexpressed its support f@gions of the world. The developing countries were
the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, and itsecoming increasingly marginalized and vulnerable, and
willingness to be guided by them domestically and in itthe liberalization of world trade should be accompanied by
relations with international organizations. The plaan ethical standard that placed the interests of people over
formulated by his Government included action relating t@ll other considerations. In that regard, the Government
information, prevention, humanitarian protection, returaf Tunisia welcomed the recommendations by the
of displaced persons, relocation and economidlggation. Subcommission on the Promotion and the Protection of
In the absence of accurate and current mfmiion, Human Rights to draw up a code of conduct for
Colombia had decided to register internally displacddansnational corporations.

persons in order to grant them access to legal benefits.
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42. His Government had chosen a gradual, globatonomic and social rightswere disregarded. And yet, the
approach to the realization of human rights that took intaght to development was still often a controversial topic
account Tunisia’s geographical, social and economiitinternational discussions of human rights. The right to
realities as well as the need for stability. Security, humatevelopment was too important to be dealt with in a spirit
rights, economic progress and democracywere inextricablfyconfrontation. A seminar on that topic held in Geneva
linked. The reform process aimed to strengthen political September 1999 by non-governrtaiorganzations had
pluralism, the freedom of expression and the freedom tatken a step in the right direction by conducting an open
assembly, and had led to notable progress in the areaswofl constructive exchange of views; it was hoped that the
education, health, environment, the emancipation Working Group on the Right to Development, scheduled
women, the protection of children’s rights and thé& meet at Geneva in Decemtded99, would conduct its
elimination of poverty and marginalization. dialogue in that same spirit.

43. Tunisia’srecentpresidgal and legitative elections 47. Several seminars would be held within the context
had been conducted with respect for democratic values asfghreparations for the World Conference against Racism,
the principle oftransparency. Anumber of basic legislativigacial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
reforms had prepared the way for those elections, includifrgtolerance. One such seminar, to be held in Geneva in
a constitutional reform envisaging a multi-party systemanuary 2000 under the auspices of the High@dssioner
within the context ofabalanced, tolerantand open societyy Human Rights, would consider penal, civil and
a reform of the electoral code stipulating that thadministrative remedies for Miens of racist acts and
opposition should hold at least one fifth of the seats in tiveould also discuss sound practices used by governmental
Chamber of Deputies and municipal councils, and a setarfid non-governmental bodies to assist such victims as well
regulations bringing the Tunisian prison system intas methods employed such as mediation, conciliation and
conformity with international standards. preventing the spread of racism.

44. His Government had indeed taken many actions48. Throughout the world, human rights defenders
the area of human rights, demonstrating its clear politicabntinued to be subjected to constraints, threats,
will to implement all the international conventions tdmprisonment, torture, kidnapping and summary
which Tunisia was a party. All abuses that were brouglkkecutions. Accordingly, the Government of Switzerland
to the attention of the authorities were dealt with imrged the Commission on Human Rights to establish an
accordance with the law. Commissions ofinquiryhad beémternational mechanism to monitor respect for
established, and officials found responsible were punishedmmitments undertaken by States under the Declaration
His Government, acting in accordance with the Tunisiaon the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and
people’s sense of tolerance, was unshakably committeddogans of Society to Promote and Protect Universally
the promotion and protection of human rights. Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in

45, Mr. Voeffray (Observer for Switzerland) said thatOrder to protect human rights defenders, and to appoint a

the number of States that had abolished the death penéﬁ)‘?c'al rapporteur on that question.

or imposed ade jure or de facto moratorium on its 49. Ms. Junod (International Committee of the Red
application continued to grow throughout the world. I€ross (ICRC)) said that her organization noted with great
Switzerland, the death penalty had been struck from tirderest the report of the United Nations High
regular penal code in 1942, and from the military pen&ommissioner for Human Rights (A/54/36), which
code in 1992. Switzerland vigorously supported draftighlighted the complementary nature of their two
resolution A/C.3/54/L.8 calling for a moratorium onorganizations. A high-level meeting with the High
executions, with a viewto completely abolishing the deatBommissioner had recently been held at ICRC
penalty. By adopting such a resolution 10 years after theadquarters with a view to strengthening interaction
adoption of the Second Optional Protocol to thbetween those two bodies, and had identified the spheres
International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, thef activity that were specific to each organization and those
General Assembly would be taking another step towardéich called for closer cooperation. The increasing
the progressive abolishment of the death penalty, witheomplexity of the situations in which humanitarian
the context of respect for the sovereignty of States.  workersand human rights defenders were required towork
gnd the deterioration of security conditionsin the field had

46. Itwasdifficulttoimagine ademocratic societywher .
made such a dialogue more useful than ever.

there was full enjoyment of civil and political rights, while
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50. The implementation of international humanitaria@ommission and its technical sub-committee in helping to
law involved three complementary activities: promotinfjnd a solution to that humanitarian problem. Irag'sant

observance of that law; protecting and assisting waecision to suspend all further cooperation reflected its
victims, and denouncing and suppressing violations. ICR®nsistent indifference to human suffering. Iraqg had made
had a specific mandate from States to persuade partieptoserious attempt to resolve the question of Kuwaiti
a conflict to respect humanitarian law and prevemrisoners and detainees during the previous eight years.

violations of it. ICRC was convinced that its activitie%5 In spite of its many reservations, Kuwait had agreed
would be significantly hampered if it were to participatg, heqotiate a solution to the problem. It was vital that Iraq

in the denunciation or investigation of violations. Iy, 14 resume cooperation with the Commission. Kuwait
international armed conflicts, ICRC hadtherightatfess | qiacted the grounds on which Iraq had suspended

tovictimsunderthetermsoftheGenevaConventionsae operation, namely that the composition of the

their First Additional Protocol. In practice, however, thes . vission was unacceptable. The assistance of the

exercise of thatright depended on the consent of the part{§jseq States of America, France and the United Kingdom
to the conflict. of Great Britain and Northern Ireland was vital in helping

51. Although manyofthe activities undertaken by ICR@ clarify technical issues raised during negotiations.
in non-international conflicts or situations of interna

yi(_JI.en_ce were based.on itsrightto underta!<e h_umqnitariﬁ-laht of reply, said that the allegations made by the United
initiatives, the .part.|es had no legal obI_lgatlcmtlcto States delegation were false, superfluous and malicious.
sensuto.authonze it to act. To carry out |t§ tasks, ICR(‘D spite recognition by all United Nations agencies
had t_o win the pon_sent and trust 9f all p:arﬂes, and thatiglo|yedin Operation Lifeline Sudan, the United States of
the victims. 'f it did not cheed’ its activies could be  Aperica continued blatantly to disregard the facts.
totally or partially undermined. Although that country’s claim that the Sudan was
52. Since 1996, ICRC had been involved in a process@ipporting the northern resistance army continued to lack
reflection with other organizations working in the realneredible evidence, there was ample proof that the United
of human rights and humanitarian law with a view t&tates Government was providing material and financial
clarifying the concept of protection and elaboratingssistance to the southern Sudanese rebel movement. The
professional principles and standards of action. Thegcentvisitofthe Unitedt8tes Secretary of State to Africa
process should promote improved operational decisions aarid her meeting with rebel leaders was part of a consistent
enhanced complementarity. It had become clear that phttern on the part of that Government to fuel the
protection activities must be conducted within the contertachinery of war in southern Sudan, threatening the
of a global, coherent approach: the need to respondragion’s already fragile peace and stability.

urgent needs refting from a violation of rights should 57 = \yhile the Sudanese Constitution stipulated that all
not, for example, obviate the need to promoté af,man peingsshould be free from subjection to slavery, the
environment capable of preventing the recurrence Ofsugﬁited States delegation, driven by blind hatred, had
a violation. ICRC sought to create, maintain and develop..;seq the Sudan of slavery and had defamed Islam. The
aconstructive dialogue witl parties, for the sole PUrpPOSe;tarnational community had acknowledged that the
of providing protection and assistance to all victims. problem in the Sudan was one of abduction within the
53. The Chairman said that a number of speakers hattamework of a conflict in the south. Should the concern
indicated their desire to exercise their right of reply if the United States Government be regarded as a change
respect of statements made at the thirty-sixth meetingaff heart? It had long refused to permit the Special
the Third Committee. Rapporteur on Racism, Racial Discrimination and
Xenophobia to visit that country, while at the same time
objecting to slavery on the other side of the Atlantic.

Mr. Rahmtalla (Sudan), speaking in exercise of the

54. Mr. Ayadah (Kuwait), speaking in exercise of the
rightof reply, said that his delegationetted to Iraq’s use
of the vague term “missing persons” in connection with8. Moreover, its allegations of religious intolerance
more than 605 Kuwaiti prisoners who had been taken fromere a blatant insult to southern Sudanese Christians,
their homes during the occupation. Their family membemany of whom were high-level members of the Sudanese
continued to suffer from Iraq’s failure to provide accurat&overnment, and a manifestation of cultural arrogance.
information as to the prisoners’ fate. Kuwait attached tH@ne year had passed since the United States had attacked
utmost importance to the work of the Tripartitehe Sudan, destroying a pharmaceutical factorywhich had
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supplied the countrywith needed medicines and had playsthtes never discussed its own human rights record,
aprominentroleinits economyand that of other countriéscluding the millions of homeless and unemployed on its
intheregion. His delegation was determined to participaséreets, the problem of spiralling violence, murder,
in an open and constructive dialogue with a view tovercrowded prisons and the torture of prisoners.

promoting human rights and questioned whether th&  Aproad, the United States human rights performance
United States of America shared that purpose. was much worse, with the massacre of innocent civilians
59. Mr. Al-Humaimidi (Iraq), speaking in exercise ofduring the Korean War, acts of genocide, the murder of
the right of reply, said that the United States delegatiahildren and rape ofwomen. The United States of America
had not only repeated the words of the Special Rapporteitacked the human rights record of othersin order tomask
on Irag, but had also added some “facts” of its own. Suéts own hegemonisticambitions. Such behaviour could not
behaviour was hardly surprising from a country that dailgontinue.

attacked the independent State of Iraq on the pretext thgt

N X : ) Mr. Nkingiye (Burundi), speaking in exercise ofthe
its victim was a human rights violator. Indeed, the Umteﬂﬁht of reply, said that his delegatiorjected the

States of America trained mercenaries and mobilized 5 egations made by the representative of the Democratic

mass media.in a concerted anlﬂ-lhraqd&l:ampaignthathhad Cﬁﬁtpublic of the Congo concerning massive violations of
some.$97,000,000. One could hardly expect such a Stlfnan rights by Burundi. His country fully respected the
to affirm that Iraq was a peace-loving country thaﬁ’

. ! ; rinciple of the sovereignty of States and non-interference
respected human rights and international law. Indeed, t their internal affairs

e
arrogance demonstrated by the United States delegation ) )
was entirely to be expected. 65. Mr. Basele (Democratic Republic of the Congo),

eaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that his

. s
60. The United States wanted to overthrow the ”a.%guntry also respected the principle of the sovereignty of
Government, divide the countryandimpede dialogue Wil 5465'and of non-interference in their internal affairs. If
the Iragi Kurds. It sought to partition the country along, ,man rights were not being violated, he wondered why
sectarian and et.hnlc lines, repeatlng unfounded aIIegaUqﬂé Congo was on fire, why there was blood on the streets
about persecution of the Shia. Iraq did not persecute Ug 4\ hose interests were served by the fact that the Congo
citizensandwasfree fromanyform ofdlscr|m|nat|on.Th\§;,aS being torn apart. He was convinced that the truth
sanctions and deaths of untold numbers of Iraqi childr%md emerge and hoped that human rights defenders
were humanitarian issues that the Uniteal&s delegation 4 contribute by tracking cross-border movements and

refused to discuss, because it was the violator in ques“?@entifying the perpetrators
| .

The statements ofthe United States delegation were merely .

61. It was deplorable that New Zealand had repeated
allegations without taking the trouble to verify their
accuracy. Since northern Iraq was not controlled by the
national Government, it was difficult to see how and to
which destination the Kurds living there could have been
forcefully deported by the Iraqi authorities. As for Iraq’s
alleged failure to comply with the terms of the
Memorandum of Understanding, both the coordinator of
humanitarian affairs in Baghdad and the Secretary-General
himself had affirmed the contrary to be the case.

62. Mr. Choe Myong Nam (Democratic Republic of
Korea), speaking in exercise of the right of reply to the
statement by the United States delegation, part of which
was circulated to the Third Committee as an unofficial
document, said that his delegation utterdyected the
hypocrisy of the United States of America, which had
consistently violated the right of the people of his country
to freely choose their own political system. The United
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