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ANNEX |
1. Report of the 1998-99 Activities

After the last team nmeeting which was held in conjunction with the first
Bal tic Conference on Forest Fire which was held in Warsaw (Poland) in My 1998
(see FFN No. 19 / October 1998), the foll ow ng
actions were taken:

1.1 Participation at the FAO Expert Meeting "Public Policies Affecting
Forest Fire" (FAO, Rone, October 1998)

The team | eader contributed a preparatory paper for the expert neeting
covering the tenperate-boreal region of the ECE region. This paper has been
published in the FAO report: Goldanmer, J.G 1999. Public policies affecting
forest fires in Europe and boreal/tenperate Asia. In: Proceedings, FAO Meeting
on Public Policies Affecting Forest Fires, 113-164. FAO Forestry Paper 138.

The followi ng team menbers participated in the consultation: Team | eader
J. Goldamrer (Germany), E. Bilgili (Turkey), R Velez (Spain) and J. Najera from
the secretariat.

The expert neeting was followed by the FAO neeting of the mnisters of
forestry (March 1999). The recomendati ons of the FAO neeting were included in
the "Rome Decl aration on Forestry".

1.2 Participation in various other fire policy activities

The team | eader participated and contributed to several meetings which were
held in conjunction with the evaluation of the South East Asian fire situation
in 1997-98:

- ASEAN: One of several ASEAN meetings were devoted to compare ECE procedures
and rul es on transboundary pollution, and how the two regions could |learn
from each other. The team | eader provided inputs fromthe point of view of
fire-related transboundary snoke-haze pol |l ution.

- The WMO held a neeting on regi onal ASEAN neteorology in conjunction with
t ransboundary snoke-haze problens. The neeting was supported by the tem
| eader.

- The WHO prepared the "WHO Health Guidelines on Episodic Vegetation Fire
Events". After a workshop in Lima, Peru, fall 1998, the preparation of the
guidelines are now finalized. The team leader is co-editor of the
gui delines. The guidelines are in press and will also be published on the
website of the G obal Fire Mnitoring Center (GFMJ).

- The World Bank Sem nar on Forest Fires, held in Surabaya, |ndonesia, was
supported by the team

- The |1 TTO was supported by the team leader in a fact-finding mssion in
I ndonesia. The responsible ITTO officer will visit the GFMC in Septenber
1999.

- Participation and contribution to the IDNDR Scientific and Techni cal Council
(STO) neeting in Vashi ngton, August 1998, and the | DNDR Programme Forum (the
final | DNDR event), Geneva, July 1999.
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1.3 Establishnment of the dobal Fire Monitoring Center (G-MJ)

In June 1998 the G obal Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) was established as a
joint activity of the home institute of the team |leader (the Fire Ecol ogy
Research Group of the Mx Planck Institute for Chem stry, c/o Freiburg
Uni versity) and the team

The A obal Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) nonitors, forecasts and archives
information on vegetation fires (forest fires, |and-use fires, snoke pollution)
at global level. Wth this information decision nakers at national and
international |evels are supported in evaluating fire situations or precursors
of fire which potentially endanger humans or nay negatively affect the
environment. The GFMC is financed by a German contribution to the | DNDR oper at es
in co-operation and in line with the:

* obj ectives of the UN International Decade of Natural D saster Reduction
(1 DNDR) ;

* obj ectives of work of the UN-FAQ ECE/ | LO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire;

* recommendati ons of the International Tropical Tinmber Organization (ITTO,

the World Health Organization (WHO and various scientific and policy
conf er ences;

* policies of the UNESCO, the Wrld Bank, D saster Managenent Facility (DWMF),
and the Wrld Conservation Union (1UCN), expressed by the co-sponsorship of
t hese organi zations; and the

* research agendas and co-sponsorship of international science programres
devoted to d obal Change Research: The International Geosphere-Biosphere
Programme (1 GBP), the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations
(IUFRO, and the International Boreal Forest Research Association (IBFRA).

The GFMC was i naugurated at the FAO Expert Consultation in Rone, Cctober
1998. The daily updated GFMC products are public domain, accessible through the

i nt ernet

<http://wwv. uni-freiburqg.de/fireqgl obe>.

1.4 International Forest Fire News (IFFN)

Wth the financial support of the US Bureau of Land Management, the team
| eader has continued editing the IFFN twice per year. Starting with |IFFN No.
19 (Cctober 1998) the conprehensive newsletter is also available on the website
of the GFMC.

2. Upcomi ng team activities
2.1 Continuation of the GFMC

The teamwi ||l further continue to expand the contents and operations of the
G-MC and preparing the IFFN. Currently the GFMC is funded by the Gernan Foreign
Ofice (until Decenber 1999). Follow up funding will be requested by the d obal
Envi ronnment Facility (GEF), in collaboration with the Wrld Bank and the | UCN.
Currently three GFMC operators are enpl oyed full-tine.
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2.2 Continuation of |IFFN

Support for |IFFN production has been provided by the BLMin 1998-99. The
team | eader suggests the Joint Committee to ask the BLM for the continuation of
t he support beyond 1999.

2.3 Creation of an Interagency Task Force on Fire (I TFF)

In the frame of the transition of the IDNDR to the |DNDR successor
arrangenent, an interagency platform under the Under Secretary General for
Humanitarian Affairs, the team | eader has
proposed the creation of the ITFF. This proposal is currently investigated by
t he | DNDR.

It is envisaged to convene a team neeting in Geneva, Decenber 1999, and
invite UN and other international organizations and progranmes to attend the
meeting in order to facilitate the
creation of the |ITFF.

2.4 Next fire sem nar

In accordance with the traditional 5-year sequence of sem nars organi zed by
the team the next sem nar should be held in 2001. It will be desirable to focus
on the Eastern Mediterranean part and the southern/central Asian countries of
the ECE region. A candidate country to host the sem nar is Turkey. The Turkish
team menmber, M. E. Bilgili, has spent several nmonths at the institute of the
team | eader and is highly interested to expand the collaboration with other
countries of the ECE region.

The reason to concentrate on the southern/central Asian countries is the
fact that sone of the new i ndependent states and other nei ghbour countries so
far have been isolated fromfire science, technol ogy and policy transfer

Col I aboration for the preparation of the Semnar will be sought with the FAO
Silva Mediterranea fire group (team nenber R Vel ez) and the US BLM

2.5 Update of the FAO Wl dland Fire Managenent Ter ni nol ogy
The team | eader has been officially entrusted by the FAO by work contract

to update/revise the multilingual FAO WIdland Fire Management Term nol ogy (FAO
Forestry Paper 70, 1986).

* % %
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ANNEX |1
BALTEX FI RE 2000

The Second Baltic Senmi nar and Exercise in Forest Fire
I nformati on and Resources Exchange 2000

The Energency Services Coll ege, Kuopio Finland, 5-9 June 2000

5 June 2000 (Monday)

12. 00-
16. 00

17.00

19. 00

Arrival / registration

Openi ng remarks

S M nistry of the Interior

S Emer gency Services Col | ege
S Organi zati on Comm ttee

Forest Fires in the Baltic Region: National and Internationa
| ssues(Johann G Gol dammer, UN-ECE/ FAQ ILO Team of Specialists on
Forest Fire & G obal Fire Mnitoring Center)

Recepti on

6 June 2000 (Tuesday)

09. 00 Session | - Forest Fire Research - Activities in Finland
S A Soil Misture Index for the Assessment of Forest Fire Risk in
the Boreal Zone
S Forest Fire Detection with Satellites for Fire Contro
S Spreadi ng of Fire and Conbustion Gases in Forest fires
S Use of Mbdified Fertilising Aircrafts for Forest Fire Suppression
S Fuel Type Cassification of Forest Fire Risk assessnent and
Model I'i ng of Fire Behaviour in Boreal Forests
12.00 Lunch
13. 00 Session Il - Forest Fire Research - Activities in the Baltic Sea Region

S Resume of the 1st BALTEX Conference 1998

S Nat i onal Reports

S Concl usi ons

S Formati on of Breakout Wbrking Groups (for Session IV, Thursday 8
June)

Soci al Event

7 June 2000 (Wednesday)

09. 00

Session Il - Fire Ecol ogy and Prescribed Burning

S Use of Prescribed Burning in Finland

S Fire and its Use in Forest Ecosystens

S Structure and Dynamcs of Natural and Managed Boreal Forest
Landscape
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S Li nki ng Landscape Pattern, Stand Structure and Species Diversity
S Forest fires and environnmental managemnment
11. 00 Lunch
12. 00 Departure to field trip
S Demonstration: (1) Prescribed Burning in a National Park and (2)
Prescri bed Burning
S Ext i ngui shing Denonstration (Finland / Russia /( Pol and))Nati ona
Par ks and Conservati on Measures in Finland
18. 00 Return to the Energency Services Coll ege

8 June 2000 (Thursday)

09. 00 Session IV - Goup Wrk

S Forest Fire Hazard and Ri sk Assessnent (prevention)

S Forest Fire Detection (detection and nonitoring)

S Transboundary Oper at i onal Cooperation and Technol ogi ca
Devel opnent (suppression)

S Forest Fire and Environnent, Prescribed Burning in Forestry and
Nat ure Conservation (post fire measures)

11. 00 Lunch

12. 00 Session V Peat Bog Fires - Peat Production and Peat Bog Fires in
Fi nl and

13. 00 Departure to field trip

- Peat Production
S Peat bog Fire Denonstration: Extinguishing Methods and Equi pnent

17. 00 Arrival to the Emergency Service Coll ege

18. 00 Exanmpl es of International Cooperation

S Forest Fire Managenent in Russia (Eduard P. Davi denko)
S Forest Fire Managenent in North America (BLM representative)
S Forest Fire Managenent in Devel opi ng Countries (M ke Jurvelius)

9 June 1999 (Friday)

Session VI - Future Cooperation

09. 00 Breakout Group Work
S Concl usi ons and Recommendati ons

11. 30 Cl osi ng Cer enony

12. 00 Lunch

13. 00 Departure

13. 00 Meeting of the ECE/ FAQ | LO Team of Specialists on Forest Fire jointly

with menbers of the UN International Search and Rescue Advi sory G oup
(I NSARAG- Eur ope/ Afri ca) .

10 June 1999 (Saturday)
Opti onal Tour
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ANNEX |11

JO NT FAQ ECE/ I LO
COW TTEE ON FOREST TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT AND TRAI NI NG

Wor kshop on Forestry Informati on Systens 2000
Hyytiala (Finland), 16-20 May 2000

PROVI S| ONAL AGENDA AND | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE WORKSHOP
1. Pur poses of the Sem nar

Forestry Information Systems 2000 - The workshop ainms at presenting
i nformati on systens which are already tested or used in practice. It will enable
foresters and forest industries to evaluate and fully utilize the potential of
such systens.

The wor kshop invites papers, posters and vendor stands from different
countries in areas concerning the managenent and use of information systenms in
forestry. The organising group will select papers and posters and form sonme
wor ki ng groups which will deal with specific topics during the workshop

The Workshop is being organi zed at the request of and under the auspices of
the Joint FAO ECE/ILO Committee on Forest Technol ogy, Managenment and Trai ni ng.

The coordinator of the workshop wll be the Forest and Park Service
(Metséhal litus, see pages http://ww. netsa.fi) and the Mnistry of Agriculture
and Forestry (MOAF, see pages http://www.mmfi) will be the organiser.

Conference centre and accomodation will be Hyyti &l & Forestry Field Station
(about 240 kilonetre) North West of Helsinki. Hyytidld is managed by the
Uni versity of Helsinki. The station’s main activities are forestry field
education and research. Hyytial & also provides an extraordinary |ocation for
scientific and other meetings. The auditorium and accommodati on capacity of the
station is 110 persons. Mxinmum nunber of participants of the workshop is
preferably sone 90 persons.

The Workshop will be held in English. Detail ed programre for the workshop
see programre table (back cover of this brochure).

During the Joint Wek you can conmbine two different semnars (Forestry
Informati on Systens 2000 and Logistics in Forest Sector, 1st World Synposium.
If you need transportation please specify it on the registration form

2. Topics

Contributions can cover the follow ng subjects of spatial data nanagenent
in forestry:

- Mappi ng of natural resources

- Mobi | e mapping and field conmputing

- Advanced technol ogi es of forest data management
- Ggs
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- Tool s for forest managenment pl anning
- Envi ronnent al managenent and quality systens
- Loggi ng, transportation and tinber trade

Suppliers can demonstrate inplemented systens. Totally 24 proceedi ngs and
20 posters will be selected for presentation. Papers and posters wll be
presented under the follow ng headi ngs:

Session 1 (compn session)

“Overview of Information Systens”

- advanced technol ogi es of forest data nmanagenent
- data nodel li ng and project managenent

- i mpl enentati on on information systens

Session 2 (alternative session)

“GAdSin Forestry”

- G'S, mapping, spatially indexed data

- field computing and wi rel ess data communi cation
- experiences of projects

Session 3 (alternative session)

“Tool s for operational forestry”

- tools for forest managenment pl anning

- envi ronnent al managenent and quality systemns
- | oggi ng, transportation and tinber trade

Wor ki ng groups (12 persons each group) will be set up to outline topics:

- The future of nobile conputing in forestry

- The future of custoner-oriented tinber chain fromthe forest to the custoner
- New concepts for forest managenent planni ng and environnental managenent
- The experiences of pilot projects: what we can make better?

- | mpl ementation of forestry information system what we shoul d consi der?

Cl osing session will include short summaries of these working groups.

Pl ease, tell (see registration forn) which session and working group you are
going to participate in

There are two alternative excursions during the workshop

- Forest industry logistics (industry and data system excursion)
- Forest managenent and certification of forests (forest excursion)

3. Participants

The workshop is designed for all persons active in the forestry and ti nber
sector:

- Public and private forest owners

- Forestry contractors and operators

- Forestry cooperatives

- Forest industry

- Technol ogy transfer centres and consultants
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- Forestry researchers
- Suppliers of information systens for forestry
4, Regi stration and inportant dates
January 15, 2000 Submi ssi on of abstracts
January 31, 2000 Acceptance notification
March 30, 2000 Deadl i ne for registration
April 14, 2000 Canmera ready copies and files of presentations

Regi stration and reservations are valid only once paynent has been received.
Confirmation will be sent to you in the formof a receipt.

* %%



