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In the absence of Mr. Olhaye (Djibouti), Mr. Brauzziraining, mostly in New York and Geneva, while the rest
(Italy), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. aimed to strengthen institutional capacities for economic
and social development, usually in cooperation with

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m. : e L )
various individual ministries of the countries concerned.

5. Muchhadbeen written about the speed of change and

Agenda item 100: Environment and sustainable the difficulties with funding for development, particularly

development(A/C.2/54/L.23) through official development assistance. An element of

(f) Implementation of the outcome of the Global donor fatigue had become evident, along with reluctance
Conference on the Sustainable Development of on the part of recipients to meet conditionality
Small Island Developing Stategcontinued requirements. Almost all agreed that a new approach

should be adopted, in part based on multilateral assistance;
and training, which aimed to strengthen institutions by

. improving individual skills, should be a cornerstone ofthat
Development of Small Island Developing States approach. Multilateral cooperation wouldrain extremely
(A/C.2/54/L.23) important and the Institute would act as a stimulus to
1. Ms. Critchlow (Guyana), introducing the draftthought and a catalyst for action.

resqlutlon on be_half of the Group of 77 and China, drg . Outlining the conceptual framework within which the
particular attention to paragraphs 2, 3, 6 and 7, Whl(l‘.

Etitute’s activities were prepared and developed, he said

Draft resolution on the implementation of the outcome
of the Global Conference on the Sustainable

called on the Secretary-General, Governments, Unit t training could well be the essential challenge of the

_Natllons b;)dtl_es ar;dthothgr orgamzanc;ni tt(') en];sur(ih v?enty-first century. It was an extremely complex process
Impiementation o € Frogramme ol Action 1or &, the individual and the collective level: theory and

Sustainable Development of Small Island Develc’p'n@ractice had to be tailored to existing situations, and the

S trainer had to structure programmes as flexibly and

) . pragmatically as possible in order to meet the needs of the
Agenda item 102: Training and researct(A/54/390,  popeficiary States. Training also required very close
480 and 481) cooperation between the teacher and the taught. The
2. Mr.Boisard (Director-General ofthe United NationslInstitute would, of course, make its contribution to what
Institute for Training and Research) said that it appearg@s an immense task. The difficulty would lie not so much
from the reflections of the Board of Trustees omn obtaining official development assistance as in
development and possible reformatting of UNITAR)enerating ideas and proposals for operational activities.
(A/54/390, annex), that there should be no change in tRieaining must be totally integrated with theory and action
nature of the Institute’s programmes, the diversity amat every level if real change was to occur.

eclecticism of which showed that the Institute could  11a |nstitute’s training programme was developed
respond flexibly and effectively to specific requirements o ng four basic principles, the first being the direct

to the satisfaction of their recipients. The Secretarys,o\yement ofas manypartners as possible. The “national
Generalsre'port (A/54/480),mea_nwh|le, showedthattnﬁoﬁleu concept, originally developed for the waste
survey carried out by the Institute had, despite itg,na9ement training programme, had been adopted by
deliberatelyrestricted aims and minimalistapproach, beger g states, including at least seven ofthe industrialized
most useful. member countries of the Organisation for Economic
3. The Institute’s restructuring phase had taken sor@operation and Development. Decision makers in the
seven years and the consolidation phase was likely todmuntries concerned had been encouraged to assess their
as quick. It would not necessarily be easier but it shoufsivn institutional structures, set priorities for their
produce tangible results, ultimately producing a body défiprovement and draw up a national plan of action.
skills and credible training expertise within thd&artnership networks had therefore developed both within
Organization, drawing on the latest theories anghch State and within the United Nations system and,
technologies. subsequently, between the State and the United Nations.

4. The facts were impressive. Over 120 programm®&s The second principle was cooperation with national
took place every year, benefiting 4,000 people on fivend regional institutions. For example, training on the
continents. A third were concerned with diplomatitegal aspects of debt and financial management in much
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of Africa had been set upin cooperation — administrativd3. Mr. Machin (Director of the United Nations Staff
material and even financial — with five specializedCollege), introducing his progressreport (A/54/481), said
African institutions. Similarly, training programmes orthat over the past year the College had undertaken a full
climate change drawn up jointly with three subregionakview of its activities with a view to establishing its
specialized institutions in Africa, Latin America and theinique niche in training matters. It was now in a position
Pacific region had been followed by interregionaio design activities that would change and improve
cooperation. Material prepared in Spanish in Centrpkrformance throughout the United Nations system.

America had been tested and validated in French in AfriGg, ¢ mission of the College was to facilitate strategic

and then introduced in English in the Pacific region. Th@nange by supporting the evolving vision of a new United

process involved real cooperation and resulted |Ga1ions and by building on the talents of all its staff. The
considerable cost reductions. evolving vision was crucial, because organizations were
9. The third principle concerned the use of the nemever static. Only bylearning to manage its own changing
information and communication technologies as much egle could the Staff College help others in the United
possible. The recently launched infoation society and Nations system manage theirs. That was no easy task, for
development programme contained various trainirigrequired a considerable change in cultures. Building on
modules on the technical, economic, legal and socidile talents of staff was also important, since the
aspects ofthe information societyand a CD-ROM had bedpevelopment of human resources was vital in helping an
produced. The ambition was to make thetiuée an organization become more relevant, competitive and
encyclopaedia of Internet knowledge and development feffective. The aim of the College was to create a more
use by experts in developing countries. The Institute hadhesive system-wide management culture, built on a solid
also developed its information and environmentalompetency base horizontally, sothatall agency activities
monitoring systems, combining the Internet witlktould be coordinated.

Geographical Information Systems, and introduced it wi The Staff College, the Institute and the University

greatsuccessin French-speaking Africg. Theln;titute hﬁga different mandates and met different training and
also helpedtosetup an excellent urban information SYSteRlearch needs. Nevertheless, their activities were

in Dakar. complementary and the College was working with both
10. The fourth principle concerned the preparation aradganizations to find ways of strengthening their
dissemination of original and innovative educationalomplementarity and their collaboration.

material for use by UNITAR trainees. Somewas putonthgs - e cost of putting the College on a secure financial
Internet and thereby reached a much larger aUd'ence'footing required minimal resources from the United

11. It was most encouraging that all the variouNations; some $2 million to $3 million a year to finance
programmes had been carried out in close cooperation withre staffand training costs was a modestinvestment given
other United Nations bodies, not through the usu#that the aim was to contribute to a more effective United
channels of coordination but spontaneously, in responsations which better met the needs of Member States.

to specific requirements. Inter-agency cooperation hag — \- kamal (Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
beep one of the main elements of the Institute’s poliCigge ynited Nations Institute for Training and Research),
dur'lnglts restructuring phase and would become even m%%orting on the recent spat session of the Board of
soin the future. Trustees, said that the Board had conducted a
12. Finally, he said that although the Institute would beomprehensive review of the Institute’s activities and had
endingthefinancial year with a surplus for the second yeeoncluded thatthe Institute’s restructuring phase had been
in a row, it would be a mistake to infer that it was n@ompleted successfully and that the focus should now be
longer in financial difficulties. Currently, it could respondshifted to consolidation of the reform process. During that
to no more than 20 per cent of requests, even in cagdmse, the Institute would concentrate on evolving better
where the need for training was urgent. Despite repeatexdhluation methods and effective follow-up mechanisms.
appeals from the General Assembly, the indabized In addition, it could seek to extend its geographical reach
States were dragging their feet over voluntargyarrangingtrainingeventsatsome additional sites, such
contributions. With one exception, the States that ha the cities hosting the United Nationsregional economic
decided to resume assistance over the past two years wammissions, adopt a much stronger policy for the use of
all developing countries. information and communication technologies, and
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expandingitsinteraction with universities. Finally, it couldhe promotion of training and research activities, as
gradually expand the research components of existirgidenced by the many cooperative ventures it had
programmes. undertaken with other institutions within and outside the

18. The Board had emphasized the need for continul nited Nations. Thatapproach should be further extended
' the regional and national levels. In addition, the

at the management level during the consolidation pha§ L . L
continued adaptation of UNITAR to changinglities, and

Accordingly, it believed that the Executive Director’'s’". _ . o
contract should be extended for at least another year dﬁqncorporaﬂon ofnewtechniquesandtechnologiesinthe
elivery of its programmes, would allow it to remain

that the post should be upgraded. . X
relevant and responsive to the times.
19. No institution could maintain its activities without

adequate and predictable funds, yet UNITAR Wk The positive gains made by UNITAR should be

completely dependent on voluntary financing. As long a@ntmue;lthon an eﬁpand?(:h bis's'l Capacilty]:tlz/ll1|ldlgg
theInstitute’s core values were notcompromised, an acti ained the cornérstone ot the deveiopment of Viember

policy of fund-raising from all other possible sources tates and every effort that fulfilled that critical function
including foundations and the private sector, should b ouldreceive strpngestpsportfrom both developing and
followed. He appealed to Member States to ma eveloped countries. In that context, the Group of 77 and

substantial contributions to the Institute’s General Fun _hma supported the Secretary-General's conclusions

The Institute’s financial situation could also be improveExegardlng future policy directions as outlined in section v
by reducing its expenditure on rents and maintenan%qocumem A/54/480. It also supported the work of the
services. Whilethe Institute provided free training servic |te.d. _Natlons Staff C'ollege, gnd_ no_ted that the
to all participants, including the United Nationsredefmltlon oftthoIIege sstrategm directions and focus
Secretariat, it was charged rent for its office in New YorEhOUId .make_ '.t more responsive to _the ngeds .Of
as well as for maintenance of its office in Geneva. THgternatlonal C'\./'l servants an_d of the United Nations in
Board felt strongly that both services should be made coglt—raF”dly changing global environment.

free. He urged Member States to call on the Secreta®4. Mr. Kaarianen (Finland), speaking on behalfofthe
General toreport on progress made in the implementatiBaropean Union, the associated countries Bulgaria,
of paragraph 12 of General Assembly resolution 53/19&yprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,

20. Mr. Talbot (Guyana), speaking on behalf of thé_ithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia, said
Group of 77 and China, said that the reflections of thtgat’ Wlh”e t?euitifr‘fsan Union yvelcor_nr?d trr:e nuumgrc;us
Board of Trustees (A/54/390, annex) offered not only grampies o . cogperatlorl .V.V't . Ot. er T"te
positive view of the Institute’s current work, but also A;anons bodies offermgtrammg act|V|t|esmd_|cated inthe
progressive framework for its operations in the future. ecretary—Gengrql(js regort,_ It WC;UId hhave liked tr?. see:
was especially heartening to hear that over 70 per cent0P€ syztemanc ][ ent|||c§1t|on r? suc partnirs 'PS.
the Institute’s actities took place in developing countries,greater egree of analysis with respect to the various

where their impact on the development of those countri grtner;hlps, and the f'“af?c'a' and other gains gch@ved
could be maximized. through increased cooperation, would have been béalefic

A comprehensive overview of existing partnerships,
21. Inthatregard, the Group of 77 and China supportgggether with an identification of the overall training
the Board’s recommendation to extend the geographigayuirements and areas of duplication across the United
reach of UNITAR. It also supported the argument pWations system, would pave the way for a coordinated

forward by the Board (A/54/390 pard2) regarding the delivery of training between the various institutions.
Institute’s role in an era of declining official developmen

assistance and underscored the point made in paragr
13, namely, thatamongthe largest beneficiaries were so
of the richest Member States, many of which did n

Referring to part Il ofthe Secretary-General'sreport
4/480), the European Union felt that the concept of a
roader survey to include the full range of training

contribute to UNITAR. All parties should contribute moréniti""ti\/‘:’S being undertaken bythe United Nations system

vigorously to the goals and objectives of UNITAR and, a@erlted serious consideration. Such a survey should

the Board suggested, fund-raising efforts should extend ntify specific training requirements as well as the most
the private sector an’d to foundations efficient and effective means of delivering such training,

) _ including the identification ofthe optimal organization for
22. TheGroupof77and Chinawelcomed the Institutegach training effort.

commitmentto strengthening inter-agency cooperationin
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26. TheEuropean Union supported the currentemphadisserved serious consideration. The survey might be
on capacity-building activities as well as thexpanded to focus on four major objectives, namely,
recommendation by the Board of Trustees to better evaluatddressing the problems of proliferation and fragmentation
the long-term impact of training activities on institutionabf training facilities; avoiding overlap and duplication of
transformation. The report of the Board had revealed theffort; collecting qualitative and quétative data to assess
among the largest beneficiaries of UNITAR were some tifie impact of training programmes; and making concrete
the richest Member States, many of which were n@roposalstoenhancetheimpactofUnited Nationstraining
contributing financially to UNITAR at all. That was anactivities. UNITAR should be given the mandate to
issue of concern, given that the Institute should hendertake that type of extensive survey.

targeting its programmes to the specific needs g s gelegation supported the proposal made in
developing countries and countries in transition. The, 541400 22 of the report regarding the establishment of
Union concurred with the Board about the importance fclearing house function. UNITAR should be provided

a strong policy for the use of new information ang;iy, o fficient resources to prepare an electronic catalogue
communication technologies. In designing such a poligy, that purpose

the needs and constraints of all Member States, particularly

the least developed countries, should be fully taken ing&d- Thefuturepolicydirectionsforthetraining activities
accountso as to ensure that the use of newtechnologiesgfithe United Nations, outlined in section V of the report,
not exclude any country or institution from trainingvere too general. More sector-specific directions,

knowledge. training in the use of information and communications

) ) technology, would have been preferable. He supported the
2_7' The Europea_n Union also concurred W'_th the Boardige 5 contained in document A/54/390. While expanding
views on the funding of UNITAR. The Institute’s focus
should remain on developing countries regardless of t
new sources of funding. At the same time, an active poIiE

of fund-raising and partnerships with the private sector a

ts focus on building alliances with universities, the Board
ght consider making UNITAR an institution which
uld link universities from the developed and developing

i “‘countries and encourage them to offer joint courses through
foundations would be welcome. The European Unloéi‘istancelearning.MemberStatesshouId ensurethatthere

gncouraged the Segrgtary-GeneraI to do his utmost t8s 4 constant and increased flow of resources and
implement the provisions of paragraph 12 of Gener%ntinuityin the management of UNITAR.
Assembly resolution 53/195. _ _ .

. L . 32. Pakistan, which was committed to the role of the
28. To avoid duplication of efforts, a clear division OfUnited Nations in providing training opportities
labour between UNITAR, the United Nations Un'vers'%articularly to developing countries, supported the

and the United Nations Staff College was crucial. At the.jities of UNITAR and of the United Nations Staff
same time, there were areas where the three mstltutlc&lé”ege_
could work together to build on their respective strengths.

In that respect, the European Union supported ti8- Mr. Avramenko (Russian Federation) said that his
coordination efforts between the governing bodies of tilelegation welcomed the strengthening of the Institute and
three institutions and, where feasible, encouraged furtH@pk note of the balanced approach it had takerdant
cooperation in the form of joint programmes to ensu€ars in carrying out its many projects. In its view,
complementarity. The European Union also welcomed tMNITAR had the capability to respond to the highest
note by the Secretary-General on the progress report byg{g)rities of Member States. Most of its activities were in

Director of the United Nations Staff College (A/54/481)the area of economic and social development, as the
in particular paragraph 36 thereof. majority of its clients were developing countries. At the

. . .. sametime, he stressed theimportance ofimplementing the
29. Mr. Babar (Pakistan), said that the training : £ g

I JIprovisions of resolution 53/195 concerning training
activities offered by UNITAR had enhanced the Capac'g(rogrammesforcountrieswith economiesin tiaosand

of Member_States t(_) effectively contribut_e tothe activitieﬁwowing experts from those countries in the preparation
of the United Nations. He agreed with most of th&¢ t qining materials. As a member of the Board of

observations concerning the survey conducted byU’\”T'A"ﬁustees, the Russian Federation would make every effort

contained in the report of the Secretary-Qener ensure that the work of UNITAR served the interests of
(A/54/480). The proposal to extend the survey toinclu ember States.

the training activities of the entire United Nations system



A/C.2/54/SR.35

34. Turningtothe progressreportonthe United NationdNITAR and the United Nations University; Israel would
Staff College at Turin (A/54/481), he said that althoughke to be part of such an initiative.

it provided a general outline of the College’s aims angg ;. Kerpens (Suriname), speaking on behalf of the
activities, his delegation would have preferred a mo&, inbean Community (CARICOM) said that CARICOM

analytical reportincluding information on the effectiveness s mper states expressed their appreciation to the
of the programmes, criteria for selection of staff ang, .. tive Director of UNITAR and its staff for the

resources and expenses. His delegation believed that staif | ient manner in which they had provided training
members should be allowed txeive further professional ., ses on a variety of subjects

training free of charge. The question of the future status

of the Staff College should be discussed in detail at t9- Future topics for training courses offered at
fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly. Headquarters should focus more on economic, financial,

) ) social and trade issues related to sustainable development.
35. Mr. Chave (Observer for Switzerland), noting that- AricoM would also welcome courses which

his country had been providing financial support to th&rengthened the capacity of developing countries to
United Nations Staff College since its establishment, s %rticipate more effectively in the work of the United

thaF a mohregylsl,tem,anc evalua;ftlon would undk(_Jubted ations. More effort should be made to select experts from
optimize the College’s course offerings. Networking an eveloping countries to prepare training materials and

coordination with training institutions within the United resent the courses. The need for capacity-building was
Nations system should be strengthened in order to av Peatest among the developing countries, and thus
overlap. The training offered by the College could b NITAR should tailor its activities to their benefit. It was

extgnded to the_m?lglnatlghglIpa;tners of the Unlt%jppallingto hear that the largest beneficiaries of UNITAR
Nations system, including officials of non-government ctivitiesincluded some of the richest Memb@t&s since,

organizatiqns and of the private secto'r.'Certr_alin COursgécording to the Board of Trustees, many of those States
would acquire greater relevance and efficiencyifthey weye, . not contributing financiallyto UNITAR. He appealed

organized within the programme countries; consequen ¥ those countries to demonstrate their solidarity with

the College’s courses could be partialgcentalized. developing countries by providing funds for UNITAR on
36. Noting that UNITAR had entered a new phase @f predictable basis.

consolidation after a period of restructuring, he hailed thgy - e 5rveyrequestedin General Assembly resolution
Institute’s cooperation with other partners such as th@) g5 had revealed some interesting findings, and, since
United Nations Population Fund, the International Labo‘ffaining should be regarded as a vital part of United
Organization and the International Organization i atigns activities, CARICOM membetaBes supported the
Migration. Noting that UNITAR depended entirely Onia,y that the survey should be extended to include the
voluntary contributions, he urged Member Stateg),itaq Nations system as a whole. UNITAR had indeed
especially the industrial countries and those that used {§& ., me an outstanding training facility, but its narrow
Institute’s training programmes, 10 participate in it§,ncia) hase continued to be a source of concern. There
financing. Contrlbutlons were particularly needed for thg - < 2150 some degree of duplication and overlap among the
General Fundin order toensure the long-term developmeny v training institutes in the United Nations system.
of the Institute and the viability of its programmes. CARICOM was of the view that where UNITAR had
37. Mr. Lewy (Israel) welcomed the promotion ofdemonstrated its comparative advantage, other funds and
economic and social development to enhance peace amdgrammes should make use of itstraining services rather
prosperity, noting that joint training and researcthan rely on outside expertise.

programmes were essential to achieve that goal. 'ﬂi. CARICOM welcomed the relationship being
delegation hoped that UNITAR would help to promptﬁeveloped between UNITAR and the private sector, aslong

regi_onal co_oper_atipn through the branch of the Umteﬁs there was balanced participation from both developed
Nations University in Amman, for Jordan had done muc nd developing countries. It also would welcome the

topromote bridge-buildingintheregion. UNITAR and the rengthening of the New York office; indeed, UNITAR
Blaustein Institute for Desert Research plannedtoestabligh, 14 pe provided with additional accommodation at
ajointprogramme on global changesin the drylands. Israg adquarters, including a small training and conference

would like to propose that similar joint trainingg, ity o allowfor small and spontaneous training events
programmes be implemented with the assistance d follow-up for delegates
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42. Two main avenues seemed open for furth@nd other agencies. Despite its success, however, lack of
cooperation between UNITAR and CARICOM. Firstyesources remained a serious constraint. He appealed to
UNITAR could make a valuable contribution to theStates and institutions which had benefited from its
restructuring process under way within the United Nationqgogrammes to contribute to UNITAR.

International Research and Training Institute for Wome Mr. Kitazawa (Japan) said that, in the light of the

(INSTRAW). Second, UNITAR might consider replicating;, ,ortance of training, his delegation appreciated the

in the Caribbean its training a_nd inStit“_t_iO”'bF‘“di”,Qnanyprogrammes offered by UNITAR, particularlyin the
programmes currently operating in the Pacific region W'tgrea of capacity-building. As a major donor, Japan would

a view, in particular, to establishing a pool of trained,:inue to support UNITAR training programmes.
personnel capable of assessing climate change

vulnerability. Draft resolution on the United Nations Staff College

43. Mr. Al-Hadid (Jordan)saidthatinorder tofacilitatein Turin, Italy (A/C.2/54/L.26)

the work ofthe Institute and derive maximum beneﬁtfrorg0 Mr. K&drianen (Finland), speaking on behalf of the

it, the United Nations SVSte!“ at large .m.usnppo_rt_ European Union, the associated countries Bulgaria,
UNITAR as the body responsible for providing tramm%}’ﬁrus the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia
t

services to Member States free of charge. Such suppp; uania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia,

might take the form of the provision ofconferenceserwcel,-ﬁtroduced draft resolution A/C.2/54/L.26. The main

and ofexempting the Institute from the payment of rent]forurpose ofthe draft resolution wastorequestthe Secretary-

its offices In New York and mamt(_anancg charges fqr It%eneral to report to the fifty-fifth session of the General
Geneva office. It was also essential to find the InsUtuE&

remises in New York with sufficient space for its variou ssembly on the progress of the United Nations Staff
prem o b %:ollege, based on a full evaluation of the activities
meetings and training courses.

undertaken bythe College, and to make recommendations
44. ltwasimportanttoimprove coordination between then the status of the College after its pilot phase.

Institute and the relevant committees, and in particular t ; ; o A

Second Committee. UNITAR courses relevant to Seco%&" M Niculescu (Romania), Vice-Chairman, took the
Committee agenda items should not be scheduled at times

which conflicted with the Committee’s programme of, . ) .
work, particularly during the General Assembly. Agenda item 103: Permanent sovereignty of the

_ T Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian
45. The item on training and research should herritory, including Jerusalem, and of the Arab

considered before the annual United Nations Pledgim@pulation in the occupied Syrian Golan over their
Conference for DevelopmentActivities sothattheitnte  natural resources(A/54/152-E/1999/92)

and other training and research bodies would have t
opportunityto solicitthe support of Member States for the
worthy activities.

5 Wms. McCaffery (Regional Commissions, New York

ffice), introducing the report contained in document
A/54/152-E/1999/92, said that the repercussions of the
46. His delegation welcomed the progress report by thigraeli  occupation had been pervasive and all-
Director of the United Nations Staff College at Turirencompassing and had adversely affected the land, people,
(A/54/481), which had stressed the need to focus attentigatural resources, environment, livelihoods, education,
on the most suitable arrangements to place the institutingalth, welfare, human rights, economic prospects and
on a secure and stable footing in terms both of its statggportunities, rights of communities and the dignity of the
and of its financial basis. human person. It was also a matter of deep concern that

47. Jordan was proud to serve as host in Amman to tR@nditions in the occupied territories had worsened in

International Leadership Academy of the United Nationk?98.

University. The multiplicity of research and trainings3. The people of the Middle East welcomed the

institutions in the United Nations system highlighted thgrospects for peace following the recent general elections
need for the coordination of efforts for the maximunm |srael. However, until peace proved to be enduring and
benefit of Member States. based on the fundamental principles enshrined in the
48. Mr.LiShijian (China) said that the keyto UNITAR Charter, the issues before the Committee would continue
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54. Mr. Jilani (Observer for Palestine) said that thésrael had seized 96 per cent of the Golan, having pursued
valuable information contained in the report clearlgtwo-sided policywhichtargeted bothland and peopleand
reflected the threat posed to the Middle East peace procagsed to isolate the Golan from its Syrian motherland and
by the Israeli policies of building and expandingannex it to Israel.

settlements and expropriating land and water in Despite the ongoing peace process, which was based
campaign which had reached serious proportions. It al§f e principle of applying the relevant Security Council
reflected the damaging effects of such policies on thggq)tions and the principle of land for peace with a view
economic and social life of the Palestinian people in thE afecting Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied Arab
occupied Palestinian territories and the Arab inhabitani$ itories and the attainment ofa just and comprehensive
ofthe occupjed Syria_m Golan. In_violation ofinterr?ationa&gace in the Middle East, Israel continued to expand its
law and United Nations resolutions, Israel continued Q.jement of the Golan. Israel’s settlement activity was
plunder water from the occupied Arab territories for 't§ncompatible with any genuine peace effort; its attempts
own use at the expense of the Palestinians. MOreovgy, 5 jier the demographic and geographical facts in the
desplt_ethegaut|ous optimism feltln the wake oftiruent. occupied Arab territories, particularly Jerusalem, would
_Israel_l glgcnons,the cgrrentlsraeh Government perastgﬁnply thwart the achievement of any such peace. The
in activities such as wide-scale settlement expansion, e, o|i settlement policy had been universally condemned
wholesale construction of new housing units and thes 5 preach of international law and a violation of the

expropriation of large areas of agricultural land in apgeyant Security Council resolutions. Clearly, peace was
a_ttempt to prege_nt the world with a fait accompli with @ . option as long as occupation and settlement
view to determining the outcome of the peace process.q,nansjon continued, together with the display of force and
55. Aslongasthatsituation continued, the achievemettie killing of innocent civilians in southern Lebanon.

pfanyrgal progressin thg peace negotiations would ProYg  His country, by contrast, had always worked for the
impossible. Such practices clearly revealed Israelgapiishment of a just and comprehensive peace on the
intention of strengthening settlement in the occupigglqis of the Madrid terms of reference. Progress towards

IF’aIesljtlnla}nh'Ejerrltorllfs an?\placmg .obs:tacle'shlnf;the way solving the Syrian and Lebanese aspects of the situation
srael’s withdrawal from those territories with the aim ofy oo geg primarily on the genuine will of the Israeli

. . . .-ae
preventing the establishment of an independent Pales“”@lﬁ/ernmentto resume negotiations at the pointwhere they

Sta‘Fe vyhich enqued full sovereignty over all Palestinia\rlglere suspended, namely the undertaking made by the
territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem. former Rabin Governmenttowithdrawtotheline of4 June
56. The resolution which the Committee adopted ead®67. As universally acknowledged, the Golan was Syrian
year by an overwhelming majority reaffirmed thderritory to which some half a million individuals were
inalienable right of the Palestinian people and thawaitingreturn. Hetherefore hopedthatisrael would heed
inhabitants of the occupied Syrian Golan to sovereigntiie warnings to grasp the opportunity for peace before it
over their natural resources, as well as the right of tiveas too late.

Palestinian people to claim compensation for anyy . Aujali (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the
plundering of those resources. He hoped that the issu€ gf 1 jetailed the difficult conditions in which the Arab
compensation would be adc_iressed_m the negotiations. Na aitants of the occupied territories were living and the
fm_al SOIUt'On. could be achieved without respect for_thfﬁegal practices of the occupation authorities in violation
principles of international law, the Charter of the United¢ ng wjl| of the international community and relevant
Nations and United Nations resolutions. Security Council resolutions. The occupying Power was
57. Mr. Wehbe (Syrian Arab Republic) said that theusing all of its civil, military, governmental and non-
report detailed further episodes in the suffering of thgovernmental institutions for purposes of expansion and
Palestinian people and the Syrian citizens living in theettlement and for the exploitation of the resources of the
occupied Arab territories, leaving readers to draw thmccupied Arab territories and the destruction of their
conclusion that Israel had taken retrograde steps énvironment. Evenworse, itwas attempting tooppressthe
connection with the implementation of Genekabembly Arabs, deprive them oftheir rights, destroy their potential
resolution 53/196. It was patently evident that thand exploit them.

illegitimate Israeli practices had exacerbated the structusl
imbalances in the economic, social and ecologicgl:(':u
environment of those occupied territories. Since 1967,

The geographical distribution of settlements in the
pied Palestinian territory was such that Palestinian
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communities were being surrounded in order to restriotpresented a continuation of the ongoing exploitation of
their natural growth, and the occupation authorities weratural resources.

building bypass roadsin all parts ofthe West Bankinordgr, |, the Middle East, everyone had hoped that the

to perpetuate the occupation. The figures given in the.,q)i goccupation would end, together with the travails of
report clearly demonstrated the frightening growth of thg o pjestinian people, before the end of the millennium.
settlements in the occupied Arab territories, and thg,q o rrent situation was destroying the hopes on which
settlement policies being implemented by the occupatigle heoples of the region had built their dreams for a just
authorities represented defiance of the will of thg g comprehensive peace. Instead of halting the

international community. construction of settlements, Israel waseleating the

62. Settlementactivitywas being stepped up in anumbeace at which new settlements were being built. There had
of ways, including the building of new settlements, thbeen 136 per cent more new housing starts in the West
demolition of Palestinian dwellings and the expropriatioBank in the first half of 1998 than in the same period in
of land. The report stated that during 1998 the occupatid®97. Israel was implementing huge buildingjpcts for
authorities had demolished 100 Palestinian homes in tthee purpose of further expansion and the annexation of
West Bank and 45 in East Jerusalem and thRalestinianland inthe West Bank and East Jerusalem. In
approximately 2 per cent of the area of the West Bank hA898, more than 100 Palestinian homes had been
been confiscated for the bypass roads constructed simesnolished, arable land had been bulldozed and
January 1996. expropriated and olive trees belonging to Palestinian
fg“mers had been uprooted. In the occupied Golan, Israel

63. The occupation continued to have repercussions S . : ) .
i\gs engaging in practices that were incompatible with

education, for school attendance had been affected
students being forced to pass through Israeli-controll
checkpoints and by other security restrictions. It had al
had an adverse impact on health care, and drinking-wa6&. Israel must respect the will of the international
supplies to Palestinian communities in the West Bank hadmmunity and must honour the agreements it had
been cutduring the summerin order to meetthe increasiogncluded with the Palestinian Authority in accordance
needs ofthe settlements. Environrtedproblems had been with the principle of land for peace endorsed by the States
caused by the increasing quantities of waste produceddfyhe region and welcomed by their peoples. The peoples
the expanding settlements. of the region looked forward to a just and comprehensive
ace that would allow Arabs and Israelis to utilize their
r:’%tural resources and secure for future generations a safe
were experiencing a further deterioration in their livin nd stable envwonment In Wh'Ch cooperation and peace
conditions as a result of the restrictions imposed ould replace conflict and V|olence..Huma.n capacities
employmentand education and because ofthe burdenscyﬁ‘?é”d then be freed to.restor.e th_e region t_q Its past status
taxation policy and growing unemployment. ?nsar?k::ri;wtre for the dissemination of civilization to all

ernational law and with the Charter of the United
tions.

64. As the occupation authorities were consolidati
their presence in the Golan Heights, its Arab inhabita

65. The suffering of the Arabs under occupation woul . .
not cease until occupation itself was eliminated from a 9. Mr. Al-Hadid (Jordan) noted that, according to the

Arab territories. The international community musEeport' by the end of 1999, more than 375,000 Israelis

therefore endeavour to achieve that objective in a/ﬁoug bellgln_glnsgmhe Zgolsettlger.nints |_Ir_1htheWest B?pk’l
expeditious manner. the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights. The geographica

distribution of settlements severely restricted the growth
66. Mr. Al-Muntasser (Yemen) said that the reportof palestinian communities. They were either surrounded
showed that, despite the agreements reached with fiesettlements, or huge tracts of Palestinian land were
PaleStinianS, Israelwas Continuingto build Settlements,ﬁ@ing confiscated for future settlement expansion_ That
annexland andto displace the Palestinian inhabitants W|Cy had also reduced the area of arable land available
demolish their homes. Since 1967 it had established m@ggpalestinians, leading to a corresponding reduction in the
than 200 settlements, with a total of more than 375,0@Qare of the agriculture sector in gross domestic product.
settlers, in the occupied Arab territories. The building ofhe constant friction between settlers and Palestinians was

settlements was depriVing the Original inhabitants of th%rpermanent source of provocation, conflictand |nBtab
arable land and perpetuating the occupation; moreover, it
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70. Water was supplied to settlements at the expensePaflestinian Authority and, in particular, with the recent
Palestinian communities; while Israel exploited groun8harm al-Sheikh Memorandum, which had been an
water in a manner that might lead to its depletion, itnportant step forward.

creatled rest.rictions thgt prevented the Palestiniqns frame meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

meeting their own basic needs for water. Approximately

4.3 million cubic metres of waste-water was generated

annually from settlements in the West Bank and much of

it was dumped untreated on Palestinian land, creating a

health hazard for Palestinian communities.

71. Thereportindicated that environmental regulations
relating to soil, air and water quality in the West Bank had
generally been far less comprehensive than those applied
in Israel itself. Israel tended to overlook environmental
violations committed in the occupied Palestinian territory,
so that polluting industries had been relocated there.

72. Border closures had had a significant effect on trade
and on the continuity and regularity of production,
marketing, income generation and employment. The
private sector had been reluctant to invest because of the
continued ambiguity of the legal and political situation,
and Israel was continuing to hinder trade between the
Palestinian economyandthe neighbouring Arab countries
in order to keep it in a state of subservience to the Israeli
economy and to monopolize the Palestinian market.

73. Inthe occupied Syrian Golan, more settlements had
been built and the number of settlers had increased. While
incentives and investment continued to promote the Israeli
presence, the Arab population faced a further detgicor

in its living conditions as a result of Israeli restrictions on
employment and education and of the Israeli taxation
policy. Employment opportunities were limited to unskilled
daily wage labour. In most cases, workers had no access
to social benefits or health insurance and there were, of
course, huge wage differentials between them and Israelis.

74. Jordan had done its best over the years to promote a
lasting and comprehensive peace in the region so that the
development and stability sought by all its peoples could
replace the violence and instability from which the region
had long suffered. It believed in the importance of
achieving economic development for all the peoples ofthe
region in order to promote peace, and it therefore called
upon the international community to provide additional
economic assistance and encourage foreign investment so
as to rebuild the Palestinian economy and improve the
living conditions of the Palestinian people.

75. Israel must halt the building or expansion of
settlements; not onlywere theékdegal but they constituted

the major obstacle topeace and development. Jordan urged
Israel to comply with the agreements concluded with the
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