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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. children. The programme had been drawn up with the
participation of representatives of the Government and of
non-governmental organizations concerned with child

Agenda item 112: Ppmotion and protection of the welfare, and a national committee had been set up to
rights of children (continued)A/54/98, 265, 411, 419 monitor its implementation. A national programme on
and 430) human rights education hadaently been fialized and

1. Ms.Rague (Croatia)saidthatthe tenth anniversaryould shortly be incorporated in all elementary and
of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of theecondary school curricula.

Child afforded the international community a uniqua.  |n many countries, including her own, landmines

opportunity to take stock of its achievements on behalf gdmained a serious problem. Sadly, it was women and
childrentodate andtoprepareitselffor the challenges thafildren who were the most vulnerable to them. UNICEF

would face childrenin the next century. In thatregard, thend national authorities had been cooperating in
Committee on the Rights of the Child played a crucial rolgnplementing a national mine-awareness programme. I,
in advocating and monitoring the implementation of thgo, would be incorporated in school curricula. The Second
Convention and valuable support was provided by th€egional Conference on Anti-personnel Landmines, held
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right§n Zagreb in June, had had a positive impact on efforts to
(UNHCHR) through the Plan of Action thatithad launched|iminate the landmine problem, but it remained that

in 1996 to strengthen adherence to the principles in tBguntries in transition, like her own, had to rededicate

Convention. More needed to be done to ensure that figmselves to finding ways to fund the protection of
international standards for children’s rights were fullghiidren.

implemented. Her delegation had been struck by the

commitment of United Nations bodies, including UNICEF;: Mr. Jassim (Bahrfii”) sai_d that there could _be no
to that task and hoped that the entire internationdiS@3réement concerning the importance of the rights of

community would continue to demonstrate SUCH]echiId.Itwasallthemoreappalling,then,thatchildren

commitment long after the momentous decade for t%erestillbeing callously exploited for gain and compelled
history of children’s rights ended toserve assoldiers. Children who were expelled from their

_ _ homes or pressed into military service as a result of armed
2. Mr. Otunnu had shown how widely children wergonflict, in particular, shamed all humanity in view of the
suffering or had suffered from armed conflict and itprovisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the

consequences, and children in her own country hahnvention on the Rights of the Child.
personal experience of what he had meant. Member States

must act urgently to implement the forward-lookin
recommendations in his report. The ground-breakin

His own country had long since acceded to the
onvention and had made abundant resources available for

adoption of Security Council resolution 1261 (1999) ha € health,_social development ar_1d education of B?‘h.“ai”i
provided an important tool by which to concentrate on tH ildren, with noteworthy results in the form of declining

crucial problems and place children high on thihfant mortality rates and higher school attendance. The

international peace and securityagenda. Enabling chilgi@fuse of children was now legallyreportable, and a special
ourt had been established to investigate cases of child

fully to realize their rights also entailed concerted efforts ; _ _

to eradicate poverty. The recent adoption of ”_(gbu_se and death n uncle_ar cwcun_wstances. The United
ations and other international bodies, notably UNICEF,

ere to be commended for their excellent work in the area
children’s welfare. The international community must

understand that greater efforts to promote and protect the
rights of children were required if the children of today

3. Regardingnational action toensure children’sright§ere to enjoy a brighter future in the third millennium.
Croatia had incorporated the Convention on the Rights of

the Childintoits domestic law. Pursuanttothe Conventio Archbishop Martino (Observer for the Holy See)

and to the World Declaration on the Survival, Protectioﬁaid itwas a tr_agic ironythat, adecade a_fter the "?‘d°p_“°”
and Development of Children and Plan of Action fopfthe Convention on the Rights of the Child, the situation

Implementing the World Declaration on the Survival®f Many of the world’s children was, as Mr. Otunnu, Ms.

Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s, lﬁellamy and MS' Calcetas-Santos had indic_ated, SO bad
had established a national programme of action sthatthe question could be asked whether the international

Convention No. 182 and the accompanyin
Recommendation No. 190 on the elimination of the wor
forms of child labour represented a significant stepin t
right direction.
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community had not failed them. Mr. Otunnu had spokemhich had been among the first to ratify the Convention,
of the importance for remedying that situation ofooperated actively with the Committee on the Rights of
reinforcing traditional value systems, and the Holy Seke Child and was implementing a national action
wholeheartedly supported that view. Respect for the dignipyogramme for the development of children. The reporton
of the human person, the sacredness of the family and the protection of children affected by armed conflict
role of parents in children’s upbringing were all basi¢A/54/430) and the report on the sale of children, child
values that the international community had solemnfyrostitution and child pornography (A/54/411) vividly
recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Childlemonstrated that much still needed to be done to ensure
There had, however, been repeated attempts to overlookloe rights of children enshrined in the Convention. Other
flout them, and delegations which had insisted that thegports alsoindicated the enormous work being carried out
must be upheld had been attacked as adversaries. by UNICEF, UNESCO, ILO, UNHCR and non-

8 Pope John Paul Il had spoken in his message @Qvernmental organizations to protect and promote the

World Day of Peace 1999 of the terrible legacy that@SiC rights of children.

children who grew up against a background of conflict dk2. Protecting children in armed conflicts had become
who, worse still, were forced to fight would bear for thene of the most pressing security and moral issues facing
restoftheir lives. Ifit failed to respect fundamental valuethe world. In current armed conflicts, it was the civilian
and persisted in its abominable crimes against childreoepulation, particularlywomen and children, who suffered
born and unborn, the family of nations would end up bthe most. All societies were morally bound to protect
digging the graveyards of future generations. children and create the necessary conditions for their

9. The first step towards remedying the situation Wa%evelop_ment, education and wel_fare. In that TeSF’e‘:t’ h_er
to create genuine international awareness of the dignity qlegatlon welcomed the adoption of Security Council

the human person. Maintaining that dignity entailed loy§S0!ution 1261 (1999), which provided a most important
and care that could only be found in the context of trigol for advocacy on behalf of children affected by conflict.

family. Strengthening the family was the best way df3. Mongolia supported the suggestion by the Special
protecting children: remove children from the familyRapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and
environment and increases in violence and crime wechild pornography urging the Commission on Crime

assured. In addition to love and care, children needPdevention and Criminal Justice to include the issue of
guidance, and that was something parents had both tield pornographywhen it considered computer crimes at
privilege and duty of providing. Their children’sthe Tenth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
upbringing and future were in their hands. Crimeandthe Treatment of Offenders. Her delegation also

10. Twodecades after the International Year of the Chifgvoured early adoption of the drait optional protocols to
and almost a decade after the entry into force of n e Convention on the Rights ofthe Child. Like the Special

Convention on the Rights of the Child, over 20 miIIiorBapporteur, she was also shocked to learn the incidence of

children had become victims of armed conflict enitions thel abuse of girls in domestic service even Im src:me
more suffered poverty or exploitation. The internationdl'P omatic ”';'/:SS'WI? in ICertal(? hCounctlrles_. n f tILe(t)t
community must not delay in halting the causative crim&@nnection, Mongolia welcomed the adoption o

of omission and commission. It must condemn allattemp%onvzm'onANp' %82hcolr51lc_er_n|ng thef Er?/CIbItIO; and
to involve children in armed conflicts and express iti"Mediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms

resolve to protect them from the effects of such conflict@! Child Labour and considered its early ratification

The Holy See, for its part, would persist in its defence &<trémely important.

the values that it believed to be fundamental toanysincet4. Like many other countries undergoing fundamental
attempt to protect children worldwide, in its historicathanges, Mongoliahad been grappling with the challenges
commitmenttothe world’s needychildren and in its appeaf the transition period for the past eight years. A large
that children, who were being prepared to build the sociedgction of its population was poor and unemployed, and the
of the future, should be taught to live in peace. child mortality rate was still high. Almost a quarter of the
11. Ms. Nyamsuren (Mongolia) said that it was population still did not havecaess to safe drinking water,

gratifying to note that 191 countries had become partiesqgd the p_lr]enggwenonhof streetbtl:hildrehn wgs causing deep
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and hoped th§pneern. Toaddress those problems, her Government was

universal adherence to it would be achieved. MongoIiH?Obi”Zing all its internal_ resources in imple_menting
various programmes and peots. In that connection, she
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expressed gratitude to UNICEF for its continued actiiResistance Army. That group’s treatment of children was
support for the welfare of Mongolian children. so horrendous that the Deputy Executive Director of

15. Mr. Sun Ang (People’s Republic of China) said thatNICEF had described it as without precedent anywhere,

the principle set forth in the Convention on the Rights ¢  Plood-chilling, ~heart-breaking outrage targeted
the Child that children’s best interests must be thHegliberatelyatchildren.Itwarranted afield mission by Mr.
paramount consideration was the common understandﬁ?&mn“ to Uganda.

of all those in the world who loved and cared for childrerl9. Uganda was very grateful to all the countries and
It was also a principle to be followed by all States innternational and non-governntahorganizationsthathad
matters concerning children. To ensure that it wgsined it in its struggle to give its children their full
universally applied, greater efforts were needed to, scomplement of human rights. Special tribute was due in
particular, persuade all States which had not yet donetbat respect to UNICEF, the World Food Programme, the
to accede to the Convention; complete the drafting of thénited Nations Development Programme, Amnesty
optional protocols on the sale of children, child prostitutiomternational and Human Rights Watch. The Rome Statute
and child pornography and on the involvement of childreof the International Criminal Court recognized injustices
in armed conflict, and create conditions conducive to tregainst children, including rape and slaughter, as heinous
implementation of the Convention. The latter meant, iorimes, and yetadults continuedtoinflictthem. They must
particular, respecting national traditions and culturainderstandthat, for manychildren, poverty, malnutrition,
values and improving the living conditions of children irdisease and natural disasters already constituted an
developing countries. intolerable burden; if added to it, the scars of deliberate

16. China was a party to the Convention on the RighFEarm would never heal.

of the Child and was solemnly committed to ensuring0. Mr. Amir (Sudan) said that while parts of the world
respect for the rights that it embodied. Furtherance were enjoying economic prosperity and technological
children’s survival, protection and development werprogress, the developing countries faced deepening poverty
important tasks for the Chinese Government and Chinesed inadequate basic services, to the detriment of their
society, and the country’s successes in thatregard had vebrildren’s welfare. In that connection, three of the
worldwide attention. China was willing towork with otherapproaches outlined in the Special Representative’s report
countries and make greater efforts to promote and protéptomoting and reinforcing local value systems, building
children’s rights. local capacities for protection and advocacy, and providing

17. Ms.Otiti (Uganda) saidthat,asacountryprincipallgv:;tecnon andreliefforinternally displaced gom_mun_ities)
composed of young people, Uganda felt a special inter re pgrncularlynoteworthy. Inarmed conf_llctsngatlons,
in the item under discussion. As the documents before tweoartlcular, children were forced to serve in armies, thus
Committee showed, for many children, life had beefiSking death or mutilation, or were driven from their
degraded beyond measure, and protestations of concerrhgmesj with the attendant risks of instability, disease and
children’s rights were too often void of substance. Thgiucationaldeprivation. The intetonal community must
world shouldrealize, therefore, thattomorrow’s gatien fm_d ways of degllng W!th _that ISSue. Upac_companled
might well be abnormal. That said, the dialogue with mchildren, economic exploitation and trafficking in children
Otunnu, Ms. Calcetas-Santos, Ms. Bellamy and MWEre alsourgentproblems.

N’Diaye had been constructive. 21. While awareness of the rights of children was

18. Asevidence of its concern for children, Uganda hég‘udoubtedlywidespread, tha_t awareness had not yet been
ratified the African Convention on the Rights and Welfar lly tra_nslathedd mto_ tangible folrm. Intlerna_ltlonﬁl
of the Child, established a National Council for ChildreffooPeration had an important role to piay in that

and a National Plan of Action for Children and enacted%onnecnon' In_ particular, the official de_velopment
children’s statute. It had also publicized nationally angSsistance provided by the developed countries should be

internationally the fact that its children were suﬁerin%l)creased to its desirable level of 0.07 per cent of gross

severely as a result of armed conflict. Mr. Otunnu had®mestic product.

referred in paragraph 103 of his report (A/54/430) to h&2. The concern for the welfare of children, which his
Government’s pledge to facilitate the release ammbuntry had demonstrated by ratifying the Convention on
repatriation of children who had been abducted fromme Rights of the Child, was reflected in its Constitution,
northern Uganda by the insurgent group, the Lordsihich afforded ample protection for children’s rights and
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welfare, including the right to education and health carerder to review the files of children who were being
Health care had in fact been greatly expanded: the counigopted and keep records of the minors and adoptive
had become 70 per cent self-sufficient in pharmaceutigadrents. The draftlawwould also regulate the participation
products. But then the Al-Shifa plant had been destroyedinotaries publicin the adoption process and require final
in an act of aggression which had harmed not only ttegproval by a judge.

childre_n of the Sudan but also those of neighpouri%_ Poverty,
countries, whose needs that plant had supplied. I-g§
Governmentwas striving torestore stabilitytothe southe

partofthe country. There was cause for concern about §3¢, the |1abour market. The Unit for the Protection of

welfare of children there, who were recruited as soldierﬁ/|inor Workers of the Ministry of Labour and Social
used as human shields, and otherwise exploited in Wyt e was responsible for conducting the national child

thatshould be condemned bythe international communifyy, ., policy and provided protection in accordance with

23. Mr. Carranza (Guatemala) said that, although stilthe guidelines laid down in Convention No. 182 of the
high, the infant mortality rate in his country hadnternational Labour Organization (ILO). The Unit was
diminished dramatically. In the field of educationseekingtoputan endtothe hiringofchildrenunder12and
Guatemala was seeking to expand education coveragéoa¢liminate high-risk employment completely. In 1996,
the pre-primary, primary and secondary levels. The aithe Guatemalan Labour Ministry and ILO had signed a
was to guarantee universal access to at least the first thmeemorandum of understanding on a commitment to adopt
years of primary education and reduce illiteracy to 30 pdre strategies of the International Programme on the
cent by 2000. Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC). Employers had

24. His delegation expressed gratitude to the Spec?aqreed_ to establish a national commission for the
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on tfpgotection ofyoung workers, and draft amendments to the

sale of children, child prostitution and child pornograph abour Code were being drawn_ up. In June .1999’
for her initial recommendation to the Government uatemala had signed ILO Convention 182 concerning

According to information from the Guatemalan Publi&he Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination

Ministry, in February 1994, 20 organizations had bee?1f ':herVOI‘dSt F?rrmk_s of_Chir:(_:IldLabo:ch, wfzjiclzhbdealtwith thde
engaged in the kidnapping of children in the country, arft € Ofand trafficking in children, forced labour, servitude

an average of six children per day had been kidnapped%@/d subjecting children to prostitution or pornography.

traffickers in minors dealing in illegal adoptions. A stud®8. The Secretariat for Social Welfare was the
showed that international adoptions greatly outnumbergdvernment agency responsible for carrying out public
national adoptionsin Guatemala. According to areport Ispcial policy, strategies and programmes for the benefit of
the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United States children and young people. In accordance with the
America, France, Sweden, Germany, Italy, Australia, tH@onvention on the Rights of the Child and the
United Kingdom and Israel were the countries that receiv&bnstitution, the Secretiat had, since 1997, been engaged
the greatest number of Guatemalan children as adopteesa process of expandingits operationsto assistvulnerable

25.  The cost of adopting a child varied from $10,000 ghildren and young people.

$30,000. Adoption had thus become a commercial purs@®. Guatemalahad established anational commission on
that brought ever greater profits to its practitioners, whihe rights of the child, in which 42 governmental and non-
included lawyers, doctors, public officials and a variety afjovernmental organizations participated, under the
other persons who had made adoption into a mospordination of the Human Rights Ombudsman,
unsavoury business. A report by the Public Ministry orepresented by the Defender of Children. Those
violations ofthe rights of children showed that most of therganizations had submitted to Congress a draft code for
casesregisteredrelated tothe abduction of children and theldren that would introduce significant changes in
second largest group of offenses involved cases of sexpalicial and administrative procedureateng to children.
abuse. In 1996, Guatemala had enacted a law to prevent and
adicate violence within the family, which provided
otection towomen, the elderly and children subjected to
use. Although the situation of children had improved
iﬁonsiderably, much remained to be done. The adoption of

the disintegration of the family and the
pansion of the informal sector of the economy were
ong the factors that brought children and young people

26. The problems affecting children, however, had n&l
been neglected. The Office of the Attorney General hd
submitted to the Congress a draft law on adoptions, whi
provided for the establishment of an adoption council
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the draft code for children would help protect their right84. Ms. Martinez (Ecuador) said that her delegation
and eliminate the various problems affecting them.  supported the statement to be made by the representative
f Mexico on behalf of the Rio Group on the agenda item
der consideration. Because@fent volcanic eruptions,
thousands of Ecuadorian families had been forced to leave
malnourished, and a similar number had ocess to the their homes and were living in shelters. Thirteen hundred

most basic health services or adequate housing. Hundrﬁggdren and adolescents had bee_n relocated t[ﬂmy_and .
of millions of children did not eceive even the most S€condary schools near shelters in order to continue their

minimal education. The international community musqduc_atlon. In spite of the d|ff|gult|es involved, she was
conduct coordinated action to eliminate poverty an%onﬂdentthatthe measures being taken bythe Government

promote sustainable development in order to overcorf@u!d alleviate the suffering of the persons affected and
those problems. enable them to return home once the danger had passed.

31. The situation of children who were the victims 0?5'_ With t_he su,pport of the World Bz_;mk and the United
armed conflict was no less serious. More than 2 miIIioh‘atIonSChIIdren sFund, the Ecuadorian Governmentwas
children had died in approximately 30 armed conflictgontinuing to p_romote Iegal ref_orms aimed at ensuring
around the world, and about a quarter of a million ha%verall protection for children in accordance with the
participated as combatants. More than 4 million childre onstitution and th_e Conve_:ntlon on the Rights O_f the
ild. Work was being carried out to set up a national

had been physicallydisabled, morethan 1 million had be ) _ i
orphaned, and approximately 12 million had lost theflecentalized system for the overall protection of children
’ d adolescents and establish an independent and

homes. Coordinated action must be taken to solve tR8 ialized iusti in that field. | h dth
unique problems affecting children in armed conflict. Aépehc'?]'ze JUSF'Ce systef:nlllln(t; atfield. twasd ope that,
a first step, Costa Rica supported the adoption of t th the commitment of the Government and assistance

optional protocol tothe Convention on Rights of the Chil rom variqus United Nations _bodies and in_tern_ational and
which would declare 18 as the minimum age fo |Iatgral financial and technical cooperation, |t_would be
recruitment into the armed forces. possmle to set up a sound system guaranteeing the full
exercise of the rights of all minors. All measures to help
32. The sale of children, child prostitution and chil¢hildren should be part of a global strategy to combat
pornography was a third area of concern. His countiyoyverty. As long as poverty existed, minors, especially

unfortunately, had notbeen immune to “sex tourism”. Thgir|s, would continue to be the ones that suffered the most.
Costa Rican Government, therefore, had decided touse the | ) . for th K of
full force of the law to punish persons engaging in suc%G' Her delegation expressed its support for the work o

criminal activity. Trafficking in minors for sexual UNICEF in designing a new world programme that would

purposes, prostitution and pornography had been defin@@ke it _possible to redefine th_e steps to be_ taken in the
as criminal offenses. Rehabilitation programmes had beRfENty-first century on the basis of a commitment to the

instituted to provide care for the victims of such abuse 30als of the World Summit for Children. Ecuador
supported the various initiatives that were currently under

33. The situation of working children also gave rise tqay as well as its support for the Fund’s role as secretariat
concern. Costa Rica was seeking to prohibit and limit thg, the special session of the GeneAakembly on the
worst forms of child labour and had initiated the procesg|low-up to the Summit planned for 2001. Ecuador
of ratifying ILO Convention No. 182. In addition, hispledged to participate in the work of the preparatory
Governmenthadlaunched a national paogme tocombat committee so that the general evaluation of progress made
child labour, which had already rescued more than 1@@\d theidentification of obstacles encountered could serve
working children from the street. Greater efforts must bgs a basis for further agreements for reaching the targets
made to recognize the value of the family and protect ifyoposed for children throughout the world. Lastly, she
role as the basic unit of society. Lastly, his delegatiogxpressed her Government’s support for the work being
urged the States’ parties to the Convention on the Righdgnducted by the International Labour Orgaation aimed

of the Child that had not yet done so to declare theji the gradual elimination of child labour. Her delegation
support for the proposed amendment to article 48|ly agreed with the view that the elimination of child
paragraph (b), ofthe Convention, which would expand thgnhour was an end in itself, but should also serve as a
membership of the Committee on the Rights of the Chilgbwerful instrument for promoting overall economic and
from 10 to 18. human development.

30. Mr. Niehaus (Costa Rica) said that extreme povert
was a problem that affected millions of children througho
the world. Approximately 800 million children were
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37. Mr. Kamara (Sierra Leone) said that positive stepsther agencies and non-governmental agencies in
must be taken at both the national and international lexadleviating the impact of armed conflict on children.

to combat the sale of children, child prostitution and chil&l0 Mr. Kazykhanov (Kazakhstan) highly commended
po_rnography. A_boveall, advocacy was n_eeded to mak_‘?he activities carried out by the Committee on the Rights
children andtheir parents aware oftheirrightsandtobring v o child and the Office of the High Commissioner for
those abuses tothe attention ofthe authoritiesintime.Thﬁman Rights (UNHCHR) in creating awareness of the
question of children and armed conflict was of particulat ;-\ antion on the Rights of the Child and providing
Interest to Sierra Leone, where child soldiers had beeng.,mmendations to States parties on its implementation.
tragic feature of the rebel war that had started in Marqlﬂis delegation noted with great satisfaction that UNICEF
1991. More than 10,000 children under the age of 18 hgd 4 . yntinyed its efforts to mainstream human rightsinall

been enlisted as fighters by the rebels. There were alq s of jts work and welcomed the Fund's rights-based

estimated 2.5 million refugeesin SierralLeone, 60 per cep) proach to programming. In implementing its medium-

of whom were children. Those children had gonethrougl rm plan, UNICEF should play a decisive role in

extreme mental and physical hardship and required spegidly o 5 5jn g support for children involved in armed conflicts.
care to recover from the brutality that they had endured. o S

Most of those children had been abducted. Boys had beth The Fund shouldreorientits policies in order to take
ordered to go through military training and take part iimely decisions with regard to regions of potential

active combat, and girls had been repeatedly and violen€gnflict, adopting preventive measures to avert crises that
abused sexually. could lead to mass violations of the rights of children,

mothers and other socially vulnerable groups. The
38. ThelLomé Peace Agreementbetween the Governm QE y group

dtherebels f d frocted child S erience gained by UNICEF in teaching children about
andtherebelsfocused on war-afiected children. SUCCESSIHL oo tolerance and peaceful conflict resolution was very

disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of Ch“\(?aluable and should be further developed and applied in
soldiers would be a decisive element in re-establishin Pactice

climate of security and stability. Without timely assistance,

war-torn societies in Africa could quickly fall back into a#2-  Terrifying violations of the rights of children were
Cyc|e of violence. A Comprehensive programme (ﬁtllltaklng place, CaUSing great Suffering and irreversible
assistance was needed in order to bring durable alﬂl@rm to their health. In the paSt decade, about 2 million
sustainable peace to the countries affected and the AfricgiH!dren had died as a result of war, and some 6 million
continent as a whole. The complex problems of wafad become physically disabled. Security Council
affected children called for prompt and proportionatgesolution 1261 (1999) was an important advocacy tool for
responses. Close cooperation between internatio4ptecting the welfare of children and guaranteeing their
organizations, regional bodies and civil society was crucieights. In that context, his delegation noted with great
in devising coordinated responses and imaginativ@tisfaction that the working group on a draft optional

solutions. Ensuring respect for the rights of children, arRfotocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on
their protection and welfare was a collective obligationinvolvement of children in armed conflict had reaffirmed

. . . its commitment to conclude work in the year 2000.
39. His delegation was grateful for the assistance

provided by the Special Representative of the Secretad- Kazakhstan, a partytothe Convention on the Rights
General for Children and Armed Conflict, who ha®f the Child, was doing its utmost to implement its
proposed a special agenda for action for the children Bfovisions and had adopted a number of legislative
SierraLeone. Itwas hoped that that proposal would receiftruments to protect the rights of children in accordance
the attention that it deserved. There was a stroNgth the principles of international law. Lastly, he
correlation between the easy availability of small arms atpderscored the importance of the effective cooperation
the dramatic rise in the victimization of children andvith UNICEF and other United Nations agencies in
women. The proliferation of those weapons had madelfplementing General Assembly resolution 53/1 Hon the
possible for very young children to be used as perpetratégiabilitation of the Semipalatinsk region and the special
of violence. Concerted action was therefore needed to s@j9ramme that provided support and health care for the
the illicit production of small arms and light weapons anghildren of the Aral Sea.
trafficking in them. Lastly, his delegation paid tribute tq4. Mr. Ingélfsson (Iceland) said that an increasing
the important work carried out by UNICEF, UNHCR anthumber of children around the world faced new dangers
which threatened their rightto childhood and development
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and even their lives. Children’s interests should thus loaildren, notably in the developing countries. In Africa,
high on the United Nations agenda and form an integria particular, children were all too often the victims of
partof policy planning in development. Given that povertgrmed conflict, a situation aggravated by natural disaster,
was a root cause of child labour, interventions must liksease, an adverse economic environmentand the growing
based on careful analysis of the cultural, economic amdrden of foreign debt, while in Palestine and other
social environment in which a child worked. In manwccupied territories, children were being killed, tortured
cases, such work was an important part of a childeand imprisoned without having committed any crime. In
socialization and represented a rational response t@auntriesinfested with landmines left over from the Second
family’s limited options. It was ur@@eptable, however, that World War and subsequent conflicts, people were being
children should be exposed to hazardous, exploitativdlled and maimed; inevitably, many of the victims were
socially damaging or educationally limiting work, whichchildren. The countries responsible for placing the mines
was why Iceland welcomed the new ILO Convention. displayed no concern, offering no compensation and

45. It was generallyaepted that poverty was a rootproviding no technical assistance for demining.

cause of global phenomena such as the sale of childr&@, Armed conflicts in which children were recruited as
child prostitution and child pornography. Internationadoldiers were a blot on the escutcheon of mankind, and it
cooperation was required not only at the governmentaas to be hoped that the working group on a draft optional
level, but also between private partners. The media coydtbtocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on
play an important role in preventing commercial sexudhe involvement ofchildren in armed conflict, would bring
exploitation of children, which resulted as much from &s work to a successful conclusion shortly. The Secretary-
moral and spiritual crisis as from social, economic an@deneral’s Special Representative had done admirable work
political factors. in raising awareness of the issue.

46. Education was not only a fundamental right &1. Thetenthanniversaryofthe Convention afforded an
children, but crucial to the elimination of all forms ofexcellent occasion for evaluating its role in promoting the
human rights violations against children. In an age oights of the child at all levels and for encouraging States
increased migration between countries, many children weyarties to implement all the provisions of the Convention.
disadvantaged by having to study in a new language, aHs own country had adopted legislation, based on the
that issue must be addressed. Abalgit was vital that teachings of the Islamic religion and on the society’s
children and young people should be involved in theustoms and values, for the protection and welfare of
discussions and actions which sought to improve thahildren. Much had been accomplished, despite the
social environment and set minimum international livingifficulties arising from the unjust sanctions which had

standards for children. been imposed on the country for over seven years.

47. Theforeign ministers ofthe five Nordic countrieshai2. He commended UNICEF for its work with children,
recentlyissued a joint decktion against the use of child especially disabled children, and the Commission on
soldiers, noting the need to raise international standandaman Rights for its report on trafficking in children. It
inthatregard. Iceland supported the urgentfinalization wfas to be hoped that the preparation of the draft optional
the relevant draft optional protocol. Children should ngirotocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and
take part in hostilities under any circumstances. child pornography would soon be completed.

48. Mr. Sergiwa (Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya) said that53. Ms. Cossa(Mozambique) said that Mozambique
children, as the hope of the future and the most vulnerableshed to associate itself with the statement made by
members of society, had to be protected from sexual aNdmibia. Her Governmentwasromitted to ensuring that
economic exploitation and trafficking. The internationathe rights of the child were respected by all citizens, and
community should therefore take effective action at allas taking legislative and other measures to improve the
levels to ensure that they enjoyed adequate standards$iwhg conditions of Mozambican children. One of the
living, educational opportunities and health care. The mastajor challenges still facing her Government was the
effective approach would consist in supporting familieseintegration of children orphaned, traatized or disabled
the family, as the basis of society, had a major role to pléoy war. With the help of national and international non-
in protecting the rights of children. governmental organizations and the United Nations

49. Despitethe best efforts ofthe United Nations, pover iIc_Ir_en’s Fund (UNICEF), her Governme_nt had been
and hardship were still the lot of many of the world’ roviding shelter, food, tedth care and education for such
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children, but had been hampered by a lack of funding. Bnforcement of existing national laws on child labour,
view of the importance of ensuring that the rights of thearticularlyin regard to the minimum age of employment,
child were respected in situations of armed conflictyhich was currently 15 years. Since 1992, aninter-agency
UNICEF, which had considerable experience in that areaffort had rescued over 200 minors employatkr alia,

must receive the ectessary resources to enable it t bars and nightclubs. The Government had also issued
continue its work. guidelines on hazardous occupations for young workers

54. Regrettably, children were being prematurelyforcél!d Was seeking early ratification of the new ILO

into adulthood. The international community must takg°nvention.

concrete action against child prostitution toensurethattb8. There were currently some 200,000 street children
girls of today might become the dignified women ointhe Philippines. Programmes aimed toreunite them with
tomorrow. Given that child prostitution contributedheir families and to provide education and work
significantly to the spread of HIV/AIDS in Mozambique,opportunities, as well as other basic services. The
the Government was seeking to raise awareness of thevernment had also taken measures to combat the
pandemic through educational campaigns and was/olvement of children in armed conflict and to
examining ways to tackle trafficking in children. reintegrate child victims into the community. In

55. Mrs. Ramiro Lopez (Philippines) reiterated herim_plementing its programmesto_promotetherights ofthe
Government's commitment to the Convention on th ild, her Government was particularly grateful for the

Rights of the Child, which embodied the simple truth thatPPOrt of UNICEF and ILO.

children had rights as adults did. Filipino legislation haB9. Mr. Jit (India) said that on the tenth anniversary of
long defined therights and responsibilities of both childrethe Convention on the Rights of the Child little had
and parents; and a national plan for children focused changed. Not only were children used in conflicts by non-
key areas of concern. Additional laws had been enacted3tate actors, but they increasingly suffered domestic
ensure the iodization of salt,immunization with increasedolence, or were thrown into an adults’ world to eke out
coverage of 90 per cent, the promotion of breast feedingliving. Issues concerning children should be seen in their
and school-based health and nutrition programmescio-economic context; all too often, however, a narrow,
Childreninremote areas and poor communities saess situation-based approach or human rights exercise was
to primary education, and the Government was currentdiglopted which ignored the realities of developing
in the process of improving services for pre-schoaountries. Rights could hardly be realized with families
children. progressively marginalized against an influx of private

56. Despiteagenerallyfavourable domestic environmeGgPital. which invested precious little in social
Filipino children continued to be vulnerable to humaf€velopment, including education, health, affordable
rights violations. The Government had introducefUtrition, water and sanitation.

legislation stipulating stiffer peities for child prostitution 60. It was all too easy to talk abstractly of “children in
and trafficking, the use of children in obscene shows, amtimed conflicts”, “children in prostitution” and human
other sexual offences. Certain categories of children +#ghts. In the absence of funding and technological
such as working children and those in situations of armeesources, no economic or social agenda could hope to be
conflict—were accorded special protection. Domestic arcnducted. All developing countries were deeply concerned
inter-country adoption laws had been passedy alia, to  abouttheir children, their rights and welfare. However, 130
combat the sale of children. A bill declaring paedophiliaillion children were deprived of basic education, 200
a heinous crime was currently on the legislative agendaillion under the age of five were malnourished. At the
The Government, in cooperation with the private sectazpre lay the strong correlation between poverty and
had also sought to provide shelter and rehabilitativexclusion, with meagre resources hardly having anyimpact
services to girls who had been sexually abused, andrathose areas of concern.

national plan of action against the commercial sexu%h_ Governments were open toscrutiny,

o . . but mechanisms
exploitation of children was being developed.

were needed to ensure that non-State actors and
57. Of a total of 22.4 million Filipino children 3.7 terrorists — who were largely responsible for exploiting
million worked for a living, some in a hazardoushildrenin armed conflict—were broughtto account. His
environment. Her Government had ratified ILQdelegation agreed that the most damaging loss a society
Convention No. 138, which called for the strengthenezbuld suffer was the collapse of its own value system.
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Indeed, the destruction of a society’s future was inevitabt®. Ms. Monroy (Mexico), speaking on behalfofthe Rio

if its children grew up warped, traumatized and withousroup, said that the members of the Group attached
hope. There had been much talk of humanitarigmarticular importance to protecting and promoting the
interventions for children. Regrettably, however, there waghts of the child and hoped that the universal ratification
seldom mention of cooperative efforts to ensure sustainefdthe Convention on the Rights of the Child would be
economic growth, which alone could eradicate the rogpeedily achieved. In that connection, the Rio Group
cause of exclusion and conflicts, namely poverty. supported the appeal to the States parties that had
62. Ms. Kim Hyo-eun (Republic of Korea) said that reservationsto the Convention to review them so that they

despite tangible improvements in the well-being (Wight be withdrgwr). In vieyv of th_e continuing physical
children, stark regional disparities persisteter aliain abuse and exploitation of children in the world, much more

health and education. The situation could. however. Baistbe donetoensure the effective implementation of the

changed significantly through national efforts ang@nVention's provisions.

international support. Today’'s conflicts poignantlyp6. The RioGroupunderscoredtheimportantwork being
demonstrated that children had becometargets of violeroa@ried out by the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
andwere used as human hostagesin unscrupulous militanyd States parties should continue their efforts to
actionsintended to force communities to submit. Childramplement the Committee’srecommendations. The Group
in war zones were made to kill fellow human being8illy supported the approach taken by UNICEF in
without comprehending the magnitude of their crimes. Theromoting theimplementation of the Convention and noted
scars left on young, impressionable minds made socigith satisfaction the Fund’s programmes andjguts
reintegration extremely challenging. designed to assist States partiesin submitting their reports

63. The immediate goal was to remove the mo@{"d carrying out their obligations.

intolerable forms of child labour; her delegatior67. The sexual exploitation of children was one of the
particularly welcomed the fact that the new ILOmost heinous forms of violating the rights of children and
Convention did not confine the definition of child labourcaused irreparable physical and psychological damage.
to economic exploitation. Given that poverty was aEkffective national action and international cooperation
underlying cause of child labour, the internationalere needed to combat child prostitution, sex tourism and
community should redouble its efforts in that regardthild pornography. The production and dissemination of
Universal access to primary education should also bechild pornography in any form must be prohibited and
priority, as should international action against theradicated. In that connection, she reiterated the support
providers and customers in the sex industry and sekthe Rio Group for the work carried out by the Special
tourism. Her delegation strongly supported thRapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights in that
recommendation that the Tenth United Nations Congressgard. It was also hoped that the working group on a draft
onthe Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offendepsotocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
should consider the issue of child pornography. It was alfte sale of children, child prostitution and child
to be hoped that the group of experts on the elaborationgmrnography would soon achieve its objective.

a draft convention against organized transnational cri%% A speedy and lasting solution must be found to
would coordinate closelywith the working group on adral} e, iate the suffering of children in armed conflict and

optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of thqq; \ar situations. Concerted political action and

Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and chil hternational pressure must be applied against those who
pornography. systematicallyviolated the rights of childrenin thatregard.
64. Lastly, the Republic of Korea welcomed the progredthe Group reiterated its firm support for the work of the
made in immunization since the World Summit foSpecial Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children, particularly the UNICEF-led initiative toChildren and Armed Conflictand ofthe working group on
establish the Global Alliance for Vaccines an@ draft protocol on involvement of children in armed
Immunization (GAVI) and the Children’s Vaccine Fundconflict.

At both the international and global levels, the fate ofthé—‘-9 She underscored the importance of the adoption of
world’s chlldre_n must be_ a priority. I;|err] Goverr;]mﬁ_r:ho Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohibition and
pledged to do its utmost in support of that worthw fmmediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms

endeavour. of Child Labour and stressed the urgent need to provide

10
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universal accessto quality primary education for children.
In that regard, she encouraged the work of the Special
Rapporteur on the right of children to education.
Governments, in cooperation with international
organizations and non-governmental organizations, must
continue work aimed at eliminating customs and practices
that discriminated against and were harmful to girl
children, in accordance with the recommendations put
forward at the Fourth World Conference on Women. The
situation of the growing number of children infected with
HIV/AIDS, which was aggravated by a lack of family
supportand appropriate health systems, was alarming. The
Committee on the Rights of the Child had given particular
attention to disabled children, and its suggestions on the
social integration of those children would reinforce action
by States parties to adopt strategies to promote their
participation in all aspects of life, particularly education.

70. In March 1999, the Rio Group had reaffirmed its
commitment to guarantee the full enjoyment of the rights
of the child under conditions favouring the full physical
and intellectual development of children. Protecting
children and promoting their rights was a joint task
requiring the commitment of all actorsin society. Through
combined efforts, it would be possible to find lasting
solutions to the problems affecting children, particularly
in the poorest countries. In that regard, it was hoped that
the draft declaration and programme of action on a culture
of peace would help to achieve the objectives of the
International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence for the Children ofthe World. Lastly, the member
countries ofthe Rio Group reiterated their commitment to
the cause of children and would work activelyto ensurethe
promotion and protection of their rights as one ofthe major
challenges of the new millennium.

The meeting rose at 12.45 p.m
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