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amounted to an attempt to distort their meaning. In fact,
what those resolutions did was assert the indisputable
1. The Chairman drew the Committee’s attention todoctrine that the principle of self-determination was not
12 communications containing requests for hearings applicable to the people of a territory which formed a
agenda items 18 (A/C.4/54/2, AIC.4/54/3 and Add.1 ampnstituent part ofa Member State to enable theecede

2, A/C.4/54/4 and Add.1-3 and AJ/C.4/54/5), 94rom that State. Gibraltar, however, had not been part of
(A/C.4/54/6) and 96 (A/C.4/54/7 and Add.1). He took iSpain for 295 years and was thus not seekingtede
that the Committee wished to grant those requests. from Spain. The principle of the non-disruption of
territorial integritywas therefore not applicable in the case

of Gibraltar.
3. The Chairmaninformed the Committee that he had

received another request for a hearing on agenda item QJ

Requests for hearings

2. It was so decided.

8. The United Nations doctrine, reaffirmed in the
nmnibus resolution on decolonization which was adopted

He suggested that, in accordance with the usual practice . L
99 P veryyear, wasthatin the decolonization process there was

the communication should be circulated as a Committ&& . o o

document. no alternative to th_e prmmple qf s_elf-_determmano_n.
Consequently, the principle of territorial integrity was in

4. Itwas so decided. no way applicable to the process of the decolonization of
Non-Self-Governing Territories. In that connection, it

Agenda item 18: Implementation of the Declaration  should be emphasized that Gibraltar was a colony since it

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial was on the United Nations list of the remaining Non-Self-

Countries and PeoplegTerritories not covered under Governing Territories. In the case of Namibia, the

other agenda items) International Court of Justice had held that international
Hearing of representatives of Non-Self-GoverninfW In regard to Non-Sel-Governing Territories as
Territories enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations made the

o ) principle of self-determination applicable to all of them.
5. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Caruana,|p calling Gibraltar a “colonial enclave”, Spain sought in
Chief Minister of Gibraltar, took a place at the table. yain to suggest that there was a special doctrine relating
6. Mr. Caruana (Chief Minister of Gibraltar) said that to the decolonization of such enclaves. The general
the essence ofthe Gibraltar issue was simple enough: Spiitnciples of self-determination and decolonization
claimed from the administering Power, the Unitefiémained unalterable, whatever semantic labels might be
Kingdom, the return of sovereignty over Gibraltar, whichised. It was interesting to note that, in the case of its own
Spain had ceded to Great Britain in 1713 under the Tred&fclaves, Ceuta and Melilla, to which Morocco laid claim,
of Utrecht. The people of Gibraltar, for their part, asserte@pain made unjustified attempts to draw a distinction
their right to self-determination enshrined in the Chart®etween their status and the status of Gibraltar.

ofthe United Nations for the benefit ofall colonial peoples;; . Thesecond of Spain’s fundamental propositions was

7. Spain’s position was based on two fundamenttiiat the right of the people of Gibraltar to self-

principles which were misconceived or inapplicable. Firs@ietermination had been denied by the Treaty of Utrecht of
Spain contended that, in the matter of the decolonizatidd 13, under which Spain had the first option to Gibraltar
of Gibraltar, the governing principle should be, not thé Great Britain were to alienate sovereignty over it. Even

principle of self-determination, but the principle offthe Treaty could be interpreted in such a way, given the
territorial integrity which existed in the doctrine of thecurrent principles of international law, there would be no
United Nations in the context of decolonization. grounds for denying the people of Gibraltar the right to

8. Theapplication ofthe principle of terrii@rintegrity self-determination.

would, according to Spain, require the transfer df2. In an attempt to discredit the people of Gibraltar,
sovereignty over Gibraltar by the United Kingdom t&pain systematically made statements which were untrue
Spain, contrary to the unanimous wishes of the peopleafirrelevant. It contendedhter alia, that the people of
Gibraltar. That was a curious proposition between thré&dbraltar (whom it referred to as “inhabitants”) were not
democracies. indigenous and were therefore not a colonized people.
There was, however, no principle that self-determination

9. Spain'sreferences totwo or three General Assemtell\és available only to “indigenous peoples”. If there had

resolutions adopted in the 1960s were also irrelevant apda, many former colonies would not now be sovereign
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independent States. The Charter of the United Natiom®uld achieve decolonization through the exercise of its
granted the right of self-determination to the people ofght to self-determination, by a process of reform and the
Non-Self-Governing Territories. modernization of its current Constitution. To that end, a

13. Gibraltar currently enjoyed a large measure of sel%—eIeCt Committee on Constitutional Reform hedently .
government. It had its own elected parliament angFen establlshe_d to draw up appropriate proposals Wh'Ch
Government and had considerable political an‘éfou'd be submitted to the United Kingdom and which

administrative autonomy. could put an end to the colonial status of Gibraltar in a

o manner acceptable to the people of Gltar.
14. Gibraltar wastotally self-sufficient economaiky. Far

from being a parasite on Spain, it gave employmentto o
2,000 Spanish workers. He once again urge
representatives of the United Nations to visit Gibraltar i
order to ascertain that what he had said was true.

The position of the United Nations with regard to
ibraltar was unclear when it spoke of the “eradication of
olonialism”: he wondered whether it advocated the
anding over of Gibraltar to Spain despite the unanimous
wishes of its people, or whether it intended to promote the

15. Inhisaddresstothe General Assembly, Mr. Matutessercise of Gibraltar's right to self-determination. Onlythe

the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Spain, had said thafgtter was consistent with the mandate of the Special
Spain had submitted a proposal to the United Kingdom thgbmmittee on decolonization.

took into account the interests of the population of
Gibraltar. The so-called “Matutes proposals” provided ol -
the inevitable transfer of sovereignty to Spain after a  Hearing of petitioners

transitional period during which the United Kingdom an At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Bossano

Spain would exercise joint sovereignty over the Territor\/Gi'braltar Socialist Labour Party) took a place at the
That was totally uneceptable to Gilaltar. At the present petitioners’ table

time, Gibraltar was neither Spain’sto claim nor the United

Kingdom’s to give away_ On'y the peop'e Of G|bra|ta|21 Mr. Bossano (Glbraltal’ SOC|aI|St Labour Pal’ty),
themselves could determine their own political future. TH&ferring to his previous statement to the Committee in
United K|ngd0m had rejected those proposa|s as Contr&?tOber 1995, reaffirmed the continuedunitment of the

to the wishes of the people of Gibraltar, and Spain noPposition parties in Gibraltar to the eradication of
stated that the proposals should be regarded as a “star@flpnialism and the exercise of the right to self-
point”. That was positive if it meant that Spain was apléetermination. The Socialist Party and the Liberal Party
to seek a solution to the issue which would be iift Gibraltar had a common foreign policy, committed to

accordance with the wishes of the people of Gibraltar. the rejection of the Brussels negding process, a process
which was linked chronologically to Generassembly

16.  Gibraltar was not afraid of a dialogue with Spaifg5qtjon 2353 (XXI1). That resolution was unworthy of

The Government of Gibraltar was committed to thg o ynjted Nations and was a disgrace to the Fourth
principle that a dialogue with an open agendawasthe o ¥mmittee

constructive way to move forward in resolving the existing

problems and establishing a basis for a viable relationstg.  The claim by the colonial Power that the Treaty of
between Gibraltar and Spain based on friendshiftrecht of 1713 constrained the right of Gibraltar to self-
cooperation and mutual respect. However, any dialogue@@termination was incorrect from the standpoint of
the question of Gibraltar must be on the basis of thaternational law. There was no doubt that the United
overriding principle that the people of Gibraltar had th€ingdom knew that and that its continued use of that
right freely to decide their own future. The question of th@fgument was a smokescreen to cover up its failure to
decolonization of Gibraltar in accordance with th8onour its obligations under the Charter. If the Treaty of
principles of the United Nations Declaration on th&trecht was really the stumbling block, as the United
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries arfeingdom claimed, it was essential to obtain independent
Peoples could not, by definition, be decided on the basisiective expert advice on the matter.

a bilateral resolution of differences between thg3, |n 1991, the King of Spain had called for a solution
administering Power and a third partyterritorial claimanto the question of Gibraltar’s future that would be in
17. Forits part, Gibraltar could not stand still. It did noccordance with the spirit of the times. Subsequently, the
accept that its options were tonrain a Co|ony of the United Klngdom had begun to explore the pOSSibi”tieS of
United Kingdom or to become part of Spain. Gibralta@ngaging Spain in a tripartite dialogue on the question of

Mr. Caruana withdrew.
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Gibraltar. Thosattempts had, however, led nowhere, sindeesh look at the question of Gibraltar and abandon its
ithad soon become obvious that Spain’sp@swas based support of the convenient modus vivendi between the
on what it had achieved by the Brussels Declaration oblonial Power and the claimant State. The opposition
1984. The United Kingdom wasmomitted to entering into parties in Gibraltar were prepared to offer any assistance
a bilateral process with the Gibraltarians and it was al$o achieve decolonization by the year 2000. In exchange,
committed to a bilateral process with Spain; the latter haldey urged the Committee to listen to the voice of the
resulted in Spanish proposals for the decolonization péople of Gibraltar. The opposition parties in Gibraltar
Gibraltar. The United Kingdom had, however, failed toeiterated what they had said in 1963: “The soil of
reply to Spain. The opposition parties in Gibraltar wante@ibraltar belongs tothe Gibraltariansand no one else, and
the United Kingdom to reply to Spain and the reply had ttne Gibraltarians do not want to be a part of Spain”.

be rejection. 27. Mr. Bossano withdrew.

24. Nevertheless, the opposition parties in Gibraltar

wished to maintain normal relations with Spain, but on thiggenda item 94: Implementation of the Declaration
basis of respect for the principle of equal rights and selén the Granting of Independence to Colonial
determination of peoples, not at the sacrifice of th€ountries and Peoples by the specialized agencies
inalienable universal right of the Gibraltarians, as and the international institutions associated with the
colonial people, to self-determination. The events in Eashited Nations

Timor provided strong evidence that, on the eve of the year
2000, the strggle againstimpéalism and colonialism was

as real, and could be as brutal, as it had been 54 years
earlier, when the Charter had been written. As th#8. At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Corbin
members of the Special Committee on decolonization h§dovernment of the United States Virgin Islands) took a
rightly pointed out, claims by the colonial Powers thaplace at the table.

there were no longer any colonial situations were ng . Corbin (Governmentofthe United States Virgin
consistent with reality. Islands) said that his addressin the General Assembly Hall
25. In manyways, the current situation in Gibraltar wa® the participants in the special session of the General
worsethanithad been in 1963, when the question had fifstisembly devoted to the g¢agnable development of small
been raisedinthe Committee. The level of self-governmeigtand developing States had been a defining moment in
achieved de facto in 1963 had, since 1973, been whittlfte successful implementation of the spirit of the
away to such a degree that the colonial Power had begdi@solutions emanating from the Fourth Committee which
to determine what rights resulting from its membership ifad historically made a link between the process of self-
the European Union applied to Gibraltar and whateterminationand the participation ofthe Territoriesinthe
responsibilities Gibraltar had to shoulder. The Unitedork of the United Nations system.

Kingdom was using Gibraltar as a bargaining chip inthgy,  Reference to participation in United Nations
European Union by making concessionsinmatteasirld programmes and measures had been includedin the reports
to the Gibraltarians. The moséaent example of that of the regional seminars organized by the Special
approach had been the terms of the Amsterdam Tregymmittee on decolonization during the International
relating to Gibraltar. Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism. Mastently,

26. The opposition parties in Gibraltar had agreed farticipants in the highly successful seminar held in Saint
participate in the work of the Select Committee with avielucia had stressed the importance of involving the
to drawing up, under the auspices of the United Nation&erritories in the implementation of the programmes of
proposals for decolonization which would lead to a chan@étion adopted at various United Nations world conferences
in the international status of Gibraltar. The oppositioand of other socio-economic and technical programmes and
would oppose any so-called “modernization” of th@ctivities of the United Nations. At the United Nations
Constitution that would leave the internatioriatss ofthe Donors Conference for SmallIsland Developinat8s, the
Territory unchanged. It fully supported the statement yovernment of the United States Virgin Islands had
the Special Committee on decolonization when it hagtbmitted a regional pject with a view to assisting the
pledged to continue its efforts to bring a speedy end to &mall island Non-Self-Governing Territories in their
forms of colonialism. The opposition in Giitar urged the implementation of the United Nations plans of action on
Special Committee and the Fourth Committee to takesgstainable development. The endorsement of thggiro

Hearing of representatives of Non-Self-Governing
Territories
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by the Fourth Committee would assist the Territories iof the Fourth Committee should reiterate that appeal for
their search for the necessary external resources foriitformation on the implementation of the Declaration on
implementation. decolonization. In connection with the resolution on the

31. At the Regional Seminar held in Saint Luciaactivities of the specialized agencies with regard to the

emphasis had been placed on the need for inCreag&ﬂ)lementation ofthe Declaration, it should be noted that,
membership or observer status for the Territories ﬁl]espite the recommendations and the appeals contained

international organizations, including the Generér'erem' no specific proposals concerning assistance tothe
Assembly and the Economic and &dcCouncil. The Territories had been received from the competent organs
Government of the United States Virgin Islands express8fn€ United Nations; there was no evidence thatareview
its gratitude to the States members of the Speciglprogressmthe fulfilment of mandates relating to the
Committee on decolonization for having adopted th on-Self-Governing Territories had been included in the

recommendations ofthe Seminar, instead of simply takifg€nda of meetings of the relevant governing bodies; and

note of them, as had occurred in the past, and for havifig f€POrts had been submitted on the question of the
referred them to the Fourth Committee. The repoF plementation of the relevant resolutions of the United

contained in the annex to chapter Il of document A/54/23ations. It was essential to follow more closely the

merited close attention, as did the recommendations'BfP/émentation of Generaissembly resolutions fating
€;hesmall Territories, especially when specific measures

other seminars, as the ideas set out therein provide(?;; h . : irvol
blueprint for the consideration of decolonization issues Y the United Nations system were involved.

the coming years. 35. Theprogresswhichhadbeenachievedindrawingthe

32. The agendaitem under consideration was a critic"?itltemion ofthe Unite_d Nations system to_socio-economic
one for the socio-economic development of the Non-Seﬁ’-rOblen_]S and c_on_stltutlonal processes in the Non-Self-
Governing Territories. It was gratifying to note thapovernlng Terrltorles_ha(_i largely been possible throug_h
information on specific assistance provided by the Unitéae efforts of the Territories themselves, although their

Nations system was included in the sections on the %ge_ntlal WSS I|_m_|ted_ wnhgut aimst?\lnce frol;n the Un_lted
small island Territories. ations. Participation by the Non-Self-Governing

o _ Territories in programmes and activities of the United
33. There were currently some Territories which werQations system would promote the process of
participating as ass@te members or observersin the worlgecolonization.

of United Nations specialized agencies and regional .

economic commissions and in the world conferences ang: M- Corbin withdrew.

the subsequent special sessions of the GeAsszEmbly. . . )
Since over the years requests for participation had be@f€nda item 18: Implementation of the Declaration
approved by consensus, itwas not clear why the specialiZythe Granting of Independence to Colonial
agency resolution submitted to the Fourth Committee afPuntries and PeoplegTerritories not covered under
the companion resolution adopted by the Economic afi1€r agenda itemsggntinued (A/54/23 (chap. VI,
Social Council did not achieve the same unanimity. TH&E-X! and XIII.D-F and H), A/54/58-5/1999/7,
United States Virgin Islands urged the Fourth Committdf ©4/151-S/1999/718, A/54/219 and A/54/337;

and the Council to adopt such resolutions by consensféAC.109/1999/1, 3-9, 11 and 13-18)

The Economic Commission for Latin America and th@genda item 92: Information from Non-Self-
Caribbean, in its resolution 574 (XXVII) of 1998 hadGoverning Territories transmitted under Article 73 e
expressed support for the granting of observer status in dfethe Charter of the United Nations(continued
Economic and Social Council to Territories which werga/54/23 (chap. VIII and XIII.A) and A/54/343)
associate members of the United Nations regiong
s scordance i he prncine et e nteressof h peoples of neNor- el
Nations, observer status should also be granted to sucRVernlng Territories (continued (A/54/23 (chap. V

Territories in the General Assembly. and XI11.B))

34, Ther some concern that onlva small numb rA enda item 94: Implementation of the Declaration
' erewas some conce atonlyasmalinumber gt o Granting of Independence to Colonial

United Nations organs had responded to the appeal in %8 : L .
. untries and Peoples by the specialized agencies
reportofthe Secretary-General (A/54/119). TheChalrm%rhd the international institutions associated with the

Igenda item 93: Economic and other activities which
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United Nations (continued (A/54/3 (chap. VII.D), helpful in the search for ways leading to self-

A/54/23 (chap. VIII and XII.C) and A/54/119; determination. The indispensable source of current

E/1999/69) information on the Territories continued to be seminars
which were useful in making known the measures taken

Agenda item 12: Report of the Economic and Social | o e
Council (continued (A/54/3 (chap. VII.D)) in the Territories in the context of the decolonization

process and in promoting those measures.

Agenda item 95: Offers by Member States of stud
g y y 41. The Rio Group noted the importance of the signing

and training facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self- ) |
Governing Territories (continued (A/54/267) byIndonesiaand Portuga_l ofthe agreements on East Timor
and welcomed the decision taken by the Government of
37. Mr. Macedo (Mexico), speaking on behalf of the|ngonesia to hold a national refedum on 30 Aigust
States members of the Rio Group, expressed regret thatgg@gcerning the granting of independent status to that
the International Decade for the Eraation of Colonialism  Territory. In that connection, it regretted the outbreak of
was drawing to a close, there were still a number gfplence that had occurred recently in East Timor and
unresolved problems in that area. The Rio Group believg@pealed to all the parties concerned to continue their
that it was essential for all the parties concerned tgforts with a view to guaranteeing respect for the wishes

redouble their efforts to ensurethatthe 17 remaining Noafthe peop'e Of East T|mor and |mp|ement|ng the resu|ts
Self-Governing Territories completed the process gk the referendum.

decolonization and that the world entered thetwenty-firzt2 With dtoW h h dwith
century free of the vestiges of colonialism. : Ith regard to Western Sahara, the Group noted wit

satisfaction the cooperation ofthe Government of Morocco
38. Therewasnodoubtthatthe successes achievedindig the Frente Popular para la Liberacién de Saguia el-
process of decolonization could be attributbdweall to  Hamra y de Rio de Oro (Frente POLISARIO) with the

the Special Gmmittee on decolonization. As the Secretarypersonal Envoy of the Secretary-General, the United
General stated in his report, in the past few years tRgtjons Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
Committee had endeavoured to develop cooperatigdiNURSO), the Identification Commission and the

between Member States, the organizations of the Unitgghited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and also

Nations system and other parties to achieve the aims of @ successes achieved in the repatriation of Saharan
Decade and afford allatessary assistance to the peoplggfugees and members of their families.

of the Non-Self-Governing Territories. The Rio Group . .
hopedthat, in itswork, the Special Committee would enjqy _'I_'he _R'O Group welcpmed the progress made in the
the support odll the administering Powers, which bore thé entification of those entitled to vote in the referendum
responsibility for the establishment of appropriatlﬁn Western Sahara, as well as the start that had been made

conditions for the free exercise by the peoples ofthe Nolt the process of re\{iewing th_e app(_aals of the
Self-Governing Territories of their right to self.fepresentatives of the tribal groupings which had been

determination in accordance with the relevant resolutioh fusedthe righttovote. It WQS to be hoped thatth_e_rev_lew
of the General Assembly, and in that connectiondiled ofthe appeals would not turn into yet another identification

upon the administering Powers to make it their obligatiopllrocesfj W?'Ch \éVOUIdI thJrr]thter delai/_ thehholdlnglog tthteh
to ensure that the Non-Self-Governing Territories couff@nnedreterendum. inthat connection, he appeajedtotne
look to the future with confidence. parties concerned to respect the decisions of the

~ ldentification Commission on those appeals.
39. The Rio Group also called upon the admmlstermg

Powers to take measures to guarantee the inalienableri f’litI The RI'_O Group re%r_et;e: ;he retl:er:jt_outbreaIT of
of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories t4'° encehat _afT_youne, WI ich ha (;esu”ted n CasTla tr:es
their natural resources, as well as their right to control tff"0ng the civilian population, and called upon all the

future exploitation of those resources. It was no lefarties to refrain from any actions which could create an
important to refrain from placing nuclear weapons an stacle to the decolonization of the last colonial Territory

other weapons of mass destruction in those Territories afid"e African continent.
in adjacent areas. 45. Turning to the situation in his own region, he

40. On the other hand, it was essential to continue tﬁ\épressed confidence that the strengthening of bilateral

practice of sending missions to some of the Territories Iéﬁ|atI0nS between the Governments of Argentina and the

the request of their inhabitants, since such missions weu ited Kingdom and the recent signing by both countries

of a joint statement would establish a solid basis for future
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negotiations which would once and for all lead to &lationsand Generalssemblyresolutions 1514 (XV)and
settlement of the dispute concerning sovereignty over th&41 (XV) were 8ll relevant and remained applicable
Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwighidelines for the exercise of self-determination in all
Islands, in accordance with the resolutions of the GenerBdrritories regardless of their size, geographical location,
Assembly and the Spied Committee on decolonization. population and natural resources.

46. The Rio Group noted with satisfaction thessses 50. Most of the remaining Non-Self-Governing
achieved in the process of the critical review of the worKerritories were small and their economies were very
of the Special Committee, in particular the informabulnerable. The necessary assistance should therefore be
agreementsreachedwith the administering Powerstowaiken to them and the administering Powers had the
out specific plans of action to study the constitutional statuesponsibility, under the Charter, to promote the political,
of 12 small Non-Self-Governing Territories. The Rieconomic and social progress of the people of those
Group was fully committed to decolonization, inTerritoriessothattheycouldachieve acertain levelofself-
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charteufficiency. At the same time, the United Nations and the
resolution 1514 (XV) and the other relevant resolutions specialized agencies should expand their development
the General Assembly and the Sp¢cCommittee. It assistance programmes and help them to establish the
strongly supported the work of the Committee and callsbund economic foundation and political education
upon it to work tirelessly to bring the process ohecessary for self-government. Foreign interest groups
decolonization to a logical end. working in the Territories should take into full account the
needs of the local population and take steps to protect their

47. Mrs. Nuanthasing (Lao People’s Democratic .
natural and cultural heritage.

Republic) said that, as a member of the Asstoan of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), her country fullpl. With regardtoWestern Sahara, her delegation noted
supported the statement made by the representative ofWith satisfaction the progress achieved by the United
Philippines on behalf of ASEAN, but that she would likéNations through MINURSO in the process of the
to highlight some points which she considered of particulaentification of those eligible to vote in the referendum
importance. planned for July 2000. It hoped that the parties concerned
I){\éould do everything in their power to ensure that the
Werendum was held at the appointed time.

48. Oneofthe main achievements of the United Natio
since its inception had been that the peoples of ma
countries which had formerlybeen under colonialruleh&&®. Her delegation shared the viewthat the dissatioin
exercisedtheir right to self-determination and had attainedl information on decolonization in accordance with
theirindependence. The process of decolonization had beeticle 73 e of the Charter and the holding of regional
greatly @celerated by the adoption1960 of the historic seminars were among the effective means of ascertaining
Declaration on decolonization. Despite thatcaess, the wishes of the people of the Non-Self-Governing
however, the process of decolonization had not bederritories and their situation. The United Nations must,
completed, buthad entered amore complex phase: nearlioesever, send visiting missions to the Territories in order
end of the International Decade for the Eradication ob facilitate the full and effective implementation of the
Colonialism, some 2 million people in 17 Non-SelfDeclaration and she called on the administering Powers to
Governing Territories had not yet exercised their right ttooperate with such missions in every way possible.

choose their own destiny. It was therefore essential gi On the threshold of the new millennium, all the
t5

|rr1]tens_|rfy mter_natlon?é coope_ratlc;n SO t:?t thg _E()eoplfs ople of the world should rededicate themselves to the
those Territories could exercise thatright, and itwas to mplete eradication of colonialism. Her country would

hoped that the administering Powers would cooperalg i e 1o lend its support to the Special Committeein its
closelywith the United Nations and the peoples ofthe NORy, o 4y0urs to put an end, once and for all, to colonialism

Seli-Governing Territories so as to create the NECesSaall its forms and manifestations and to cooperate with

condltlpns_for them to exercise their ”g.h.t to Self'other delegations to ensure the attainment of that noble
determination and choose their future political stat

freely, in accordance with the Charter and the relevant

resolutions and decisions of the United Nations. 54. Mr. Bouah-Kamon (Cote d'lvoire) said that the
I?urrent year would see the end of the International Decade

q}3r the Eradication of Colonialism, the Plan of Action of
hich was “aimed at ushering in the twenty-first century,

49. Her delegation reaffirmed that the principles of se
determination emanating from the Charter of the Unit
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aworld free from colonialism”. That plan had allowed thevays of resolving the question of decolonization. It was
United Nations to wage an effective struggle for thessential to maintain and strengthen that cooperation and
elimination of colonialism. Unfortunately, it had to beo involve the legitimate representatives of the Non-Self-
noted that, on the threshold of the year 2000, there wab®verning Territories in it. In the context of that new
still 17 Territories which had not exercised their right tgpartnership, some thought might be given to moving from
self-determination. informal to fomal contacts between the Sp@€ommittee
decolonization and the administering Powers. It was for
e latter to seek ways and means of accelerating the
focess of decolonization, as had occurred in the 1960s.

55. With regard to East Timor, the process of obta|n|n
independence, which had begun with the holding of !
referendum on 30 August, had not yet been completed, R
spite of the wish expressed by the overwhelming majori0. The administering Powers should also provide better
of the Timorese to take their destiny into their own handmformation to the population of the Non-Self-Governing
Despite the complications which had arisen after thieerritories and agree to the sending of United Nations
announcement of the results of the referendum, tResiting missions tothose Territories to make ajeotive
GovernmentofIndonesia was to be commended for haviagpraisal of the existing political, economic and social
agreed to hold it. The United Nations, too, had played aituation.

exceptionally important role in the settlement of th%1

Most of the remaining Non-Self-Governing
question.

Territories were small islands lost in the oceanjettlio

56. The goal of freeing the world from colonialism, sehatural disasters, with a very small population and a
by the General Assembly in resolution 43/47 of 2Pelativelyunderdeveloped economy. His delegation called
November 1988, should be made one ofthe priorities oftipon the specialized agencies and the international
United Nations and the international communityin the firshstitutions associated with the United Nations to continue
decades of the coming century. It was essential to tmprovide assistance to the populations of the Non-Self-
everything possible to ensure that in the twenty-fir§sboverning Territories so as to ensure their economic and
century not a single country nor a single people, howevsocial development.

powerful it might be, could consider itself entitled to decid

Despite the fact that the goal of the International
the destiny of any other country or people, however Smfﬂ'ecade which wasto free the world from colonialism, had

and vulnerable it might be, except in accordance with t'?]eot been achieved, the efforts of all those who had
freely expressed wishes of that country or people. participated in theimplementation ofthe prgme of the

57. His delegation, recognizing that there were oth&ecade should be highly commended. His delegation
alternatives to independence open to the peoples of Ndrelieved that the work of the United Nationsin the field of
Self-Governing Territories in their exercise of selfdecolonization should continue and, inthatconnection, he
determination, believed thatthe most effective way to selfalled for a new plan of action to be drawn up for the year
determination was through the establishment of a genui@00 and beyond. It was essential to build a world in which
direct dialogue between the administering Powers and thk peoples, small and large, poor or rich, were on a basis
legitimate representatives of the peoples of thoséequality and enjoyed the same rights.

Territories, under the auspices of the United Nations. T

cases of New Caledonia, Tokelau and East Timor sho!ﬁ%'
be studied in that connection.

Mr. Perez Otermin (Uruguay), speaking on behalf
the States members of the Common Market of the
Southern Cone (MERCOSUR) andthe associated countries
58. The work of MINURSO, which was carried out inBolivia and Chile, referred to a question which was of
verycomplex conditions, should also be highly commendedntinuing interest to his continent — the dispute between
since it had allowed a dynamic dialogue to be establish@dgentina and the United Kingdom concerning sovereignty
which in the end would lead to the removal of the@ver the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia and the South
differences underlying that conflict. Sandwich Islands.

59. His delegation also noted with satisfaction the4. MERCOSUR noted with satisfaction the

establishment of a direct dialogue between thstrengthening of bilateral links and the atmosphere of
administering Powers and the Special Committee ancreasing trust in relations between the two countries,
decolonization, following a long period of mutualthanks tothe exchange of high-level visits in 1998-1999.
misunderstanding and suspicion, and their willingness ilhhe MERCOSUR countries also welcomed the recently
reach a compromise and show flexibility in the search fadopted joint statement which had allowed the renewal of
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air and sea communications between the mainland anduct a critical review of the activities undertaken and
Argentina and the Malvinas Islands and permitted freae draw up a plan of action which would truly reflect the
accesstotheislands by Argentine nationals. Theyregardespirations of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
the signing of that statement as an important step towarbsritories and would be based on a realistic appraisal of
the strengthening of peace and cooperation in the Soukle situation obtaining in those Territories. Certain
Atlantic. The MERCOSUR countries hoped that thaadministering Powers had already demonstrated the
developmentofbilateralk&tions would provide a stimulus necessary flexibility and, as a result, there was hope that
to the holding of future talks with a view to the finalthe problems in some Territories could be resolved in a
settlement of the dispute concerning the Malvinas. spirit of cooperation.

65. In conclusion, he quoted from the statemer®9. Hiscountryhadbeen asponsorofthe Declarationon
concerning the Malvinas Islands adopted on 15 June 19@&8colonization. It would continue to support the goals of
at the tenth meeting of the Presidents of the MERCOSUfeedom, progress, human rights, dignity and peaceful
countries, Bolivia and Chile, which stated that thoseoexistence.

count_ries reaffirmed t_he Iegitima_te rights of Argenting i':}’O. Mr. Osei (Ghana) said that, despite the progress that
the dispute concerning sovereignty over the Malvings, 4 yoen achieved, the goal of the Plan of Action for the
Islan_ds and t_he interest of the countries of the Weste ernational Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism
hemisphere in a speedy settlement of that prolonggdy ot heen achieved. There was a need to speed up the

gllstpute 'n zci%or((j)ance .W'tth thefrisolu_tlonss(:f :he lIJn;tr] ocess of decolonization since there was no alternative to
tat|ons atn th eP rggdmz? 'O?t% mencart] >la els. r: e principle of self-determination. His delegation urged
statement, the Fresidents of those countries also 100g,a, 4 dialogue should take place between the

strong _I|n_e concerning the normalization o dministering Powers and the people of the Territories,
communications ar_1d passenger transport between er the auspices of the United Nations, to bring about
m_amland and t_he !S'?”d$ in a spirit of friendship an oncerted action toensurethatthe people ofthe Territories
without any discrimination whatsoever, and calledy o\ 0 the requisite assistance in such areaditisglo

of“ficiallyforthereim‘orcementofthoseprinciples,withouteduct,;l,[ion good governance and social and economic
which it would be impossible to settle the remaimn%evelopmént

problem of air transport with the Malvinas Islands.

. . . 71. The Special Committee on decolonization had a
66. Mr. Mehta (India) said that the founding fathers ofg, o) role to play in devising practical and innovative
the United Nations had envisaged an early demise for t,

- - sfrategies that would accelerate the process and help
permmoussystemofcolomallsm.However,therewerest{ wards the attainment of the desired goals. It must

17 Non-Self-Governing Territories and their future.,,inye its work until the total eradication of colonialism
remained unclear. The eradication of the remnants ﬁ’éd been achieved. His delegation welcomed the
colonialism was complicated by the diverse situations i&)nclusions and rec.ommendations of the Caribbean

those Territories. Regional Seminar, which had reviewed the status of small
67. It was important to strive to ensure that the peopisland Non-Self-Governing Territories, and the views
of those Non-Self-Governing Territories had amxpressed bythe experts who had participated in its work.

opportunity freely to determine what was in their bes}2 His delegation commended New Zealand's

interests. The role of the Special Committee of,,,e ation with the Special Committee as exemplary and

decolonization, and indeed of the United Nations as Aed with satisfaction the report presented by the
whole, was to ascertain the aspirations of those people manent Representative of New Zealand concerning

give the_m an oppor_tunity to choose their own politica teps aimed at sustaining the momentum of Tokelau’s
economic _and social structure. _Coope_ra'gon _and NQhcio-economic development and preparation for self-
confrontation should be the guiding principle in Sucgetermination

efforts. It was gratifying to note that that spirithad imbue ' ) )

the deliberations of the Special Committee and, to sonf8- The people of East Timor had rejected the proposal

extent, the ongoing dialogue with the administerinfpr special autonomy and had opted for a process that
Powers. would allowthem to exercise their inalienable right to self-

determination. The time had come to do everything

68. The International Decade for the Eradication ofqgipie to ensure that the decision taken by the people of
Colonialism was coming to an end and it was important to
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East Timor was respected and that a stable environm&8t In order to facilitate the analysis of the current status
was maintained for its implementation. of those Territories, CARICOM offered its own experts,

74. He commended the progress achieved towards #{80 would be in the best position to articulate the
settlement of the question of Western Sahara, in particuﬁgcullarltlgs ofthe various arrangementsin the Territories
the flexibility and spirit of compromise demonstrated b{f O™ @ regional perspective.

the Frente POLISARIO and Morocco in accepting th80. One ofthefewhighlights ofthe Decade had been the
Secretary-General’'s programme for theimplementationodnvening of a series of regional seminars, alternating
the settlement plan for the holding of a referendum in theetween the Caribbean and the Pacific regions, to assess
Territory. The two parties should continue to demonstratke situation from a regional perspective by hearing the
their commitment to the process in order to ensure tmadest possible range of views on the various political
completion of the programme. alternatives available to the Territories. The countries of

75. His delegation urged all States to intensify theff'® Caribbean region were of the view that that regional
efforts vis-a-vis the specialized agencies and oth@PProach remained the best way of assessing the unique

structures in the United Nations system concerned Wiﬁ?lf-determmanon needs of the small island Territories.

decolonization to ensure the full and effectiv8l. TheCaribbean Regional Seminar, heldin SaintLucia
implementation of the Declaration on decolonization. in 1999, had been particularly valuable in that
76. Mr. Hunte (Saint Lucia), speaking on behalf Oftherepresentatives ofthe_Governmems of the Terr_itories and
members of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), sai@Perts from the Caribbean region had provided great
that the members of CARICOM reaffirmed that thgﬁyghts_on t_heroleenws_agedforth_e United Nationsinthe
principles of political eqality set forth in General decolonization process in the coming century.

Assembly resolutions 1541 (XV) and 1514 (XV) shoul®2. Themomentum generated bythe Caribbean Seminar
continue to be the standards to be applied to the procestatl been critical to the inclusion of updated language in
the self-determination of the remaining small island Nordraft resolution VI, on 11 small island Territories, which
Self-Governing Territories. Thus, while the internationahad been adopted by the Special Committee on
community should remain flexible in its approach talecolonization by consensus during the current year. The
assisting the small island Territories in the process téxt of the draft resolution reflected the continued
decolonization, itwas the duty of the Gengkasemblyto relevance of the principles of political equality and made
ensure that their options for their political status were ithe necessary linkages between the process of the social
conformity with the legitimate choices based on equalignd economic development of the Territories and the
defined in resolution 1541 (XV). programmes of action of the United Nations world

77. Nosubstantial basiscurrentlyexistedfortheremovﬁ?nferences'

of those Territories from the United Nations list and ther&. CARICOM regarded the issue of the self-
was a clear need for the declaration of a second decadedetermination ofthe Non-Self-Governing Territories asthe
the eradication of colonialism so that efforts would banfinished business of the United Nations, requiring new
redoubled in furtherance of the self-determination of thend innovative solutions that would embrace the nuances
Non-Self-Governing Territories. ofthe development process of the small island Territories.

78. Ifthe decolonization of the small island Territorie84. The United Nations must ensure an orderly, relevant
was to succeed in the nemillennium, a sufficient level and coherent process of self-determination for the
of resources was required. CARICOM was thereforemaining small island Non-Self-Governing Territories.

understandably concerned that, with a little over a yeArsecond decade for the eradication of colonialism would
remaining in the current Decade for the Eradication @ermit it to conclude the unfinished business of

Colonialism, the Speal Committee on decolonization haddecolonization.

not yet been provided with the necessary FESOUrceS ¥ Mr. Dausa Cespede¢Cuba) said that the process of
specialized experts to undertake many of the ac“‘"“%ﬁ

: i the P £ Acti h colonization had been one of the major triumphs of the
provided fo_r in the Plan of Action z_id_opted by the Gener nited Nations, although much still remained to be done
Assembly in 1991. It was not difficult to understand

heref h hal b in that area and there was an impression the dynamism of
therefore, why, at such a late stage, Member States Watg 1 9505 1o 1980s, when dozens of Territories under the

still unclear on t_hedetalls o_ft_he mdmdgal po"t'cal.Stqtuﬁolonial yoke had achieved independence, had been lost.
arrangements in the remaining small island Territories.

10
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86. His delegation could not agree with the argumendgtermination meaningless by introducing new formulas
put forward by some that, in considering the question of simply changing the name of the Territory under their
the granting of independence to a given Territory, the sizentrol.

of the Territory and its population should be taken int%i His delegation fully supported the recommendations

account. Theinalienableright of peoples under the coloni d conclusions contained in the report of the Special
yoke to self-determination and independence must mmittee on decolonization to the Genehakembly,

universallyrespectedregardless ofthe size of the Territopy, e | those concerning each ofthe Non-Self-Governing
its geographical location, its population and its naturglyjsories, and alsothe recommendations and conclusions
resources. of the Caribbean Regional Seminar on decolonization.

87. Despite repeated appeals by the Special Commitge o \yeicomed the progress achieved in the process of

og er?loplzagon andt_IThdgdGetnerAb_sden:E& SOME 116 decolonization of New Caledonia and Tokelau. It was
f’ifm'”'s_e””g r(])wirs stult di n% pr?]w_ € d cassary rgratifying to note that the people of East Timor had
information on the Territories under their administratio xercised their right to self-determination in the

on time, in accordance with Article bf the Charter of referendum held on 30 August 1999.

the United Nations. _ _ _ o
His delegation was following with interest the

. . .. . 95.
88. With regard to visiting missions, the cooperation Qfy o tion of the situation in Western Sahara and hoped that

some administering Powers in that area was far rofjs 5qreement reached by the parties concerned would be
satisfactory. Such missions offered an excellentopportunwplemented in practice

to gain first-hand information about the real situation in _ ) )
the Non-Self-Governing Territories. 96. Hereaffirmed his delegation’s strong supportfor the

. ... leqgitimate right of Argentina in the dispute concerning
89. - The people of the Non-Selt-Governing Terrltorle§overeigntyoverthe Malvinas Islands. A lasting, peaceful

had a Iegltlmgte right t(.) the use of the'r own naturae{ndjust settlement could be achieved only on the basis of
resources. His delegation once again called on tla

o . . (falogue and cooperation between the parties.
administering Powers to take appropriate legal an ) ] ) i i
administrative steps to put an end to the activities 8f- Hisdelegation believedthatitwas essgtorespect

companies under their jurisdiction which exploitedhe genuine rights and interests of the people of Guam. It

irrationally the natural resources of countries under theigaffirmed its commitment to the attainment of
control. independence and self-determination by the people of

' . ... Puerto Rico.
90. Hereaffirmed hiscountry’sconcern over the military

activities carried out by some administering Powers in tf#8.  Anobjective, transparentand calm exchange of views
Territories under their administration, to the detriment goncerning the progress achieved, particularly concerning
the rights and interests of the people of those Territoriegdy difficulties encountered, was the first step towards
Military bases and installations in Non-Self-Governin§stablishing a world free of colonialism.

Territoriesimpeded the exercise by the people of theirrigh9. Mr. Shen Guofang(China) said that one of the most
to self-determination and they should be closed dowmportant achievements of the United Nations was that it
immediately. His country was strongly opposed to aryad helped a large number of colonies to cast off the
attempts to use the Non-Self-Governing Territories for thg|onial yoke and attain independence. It was, however,
carrying out of nuclear tests, the dumping of radioactivienportant not to lose sight of the fact that the International
or toxic wastes or the deployment of weapons of maggcade for the Eradication of Colonialism was drawing to
destruction. a close and there were still more than a dozen Non-Self-
91. Thelimited opportunities for the development of thegoverning Territories around the world. In order to
Non_Se|f-Governing Territories required ConstarﬁChieve the goal of deCOIOnization, greater efforts by the
cooperation and assistance from the specialized agen@éginistering Powers and by the whole international
and other institutions in the United Nations system. ~Community were required.

92. ltwas unacceptable thatsome continued to disregdt@0. The Government and people of China had always
the right to independence and maintained that one shogdnpathized with the people of the Non-Self-Governing
Speak 0n|y0f self-determination. It was a|somtab|e Territories and Supported them in their Struggle for self-

that some should wish to make the right to seldeterminationandindependence. The principles set forth
in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration

11
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on decolonization had not lost their relevance: the peopdéd not mean that it would not fight for what it believed
ofthose Territories enjoyed the inalienable rightto the freeas right.

determination oftheir_future status. It would take thejoin]the meeting rose at 11.40 a.m.
efforts of all the parties concerned to ensure that they

exercised that right. Adequate attention should continue

to be paid to the dissemination of information on

decolonization and the holding of regional seminars. His

delegation called on the administering Powers to cooperate

closelywith the United Nations and do everything possible

to ensure that the people of the Non-Self-Governing

Territories were fully aware of their rights, and also to

provide more assistance in order to help them to establish

a sound economic base. Foreign economic interests

operating in those Territories should respect the interests

of the local population and protect the natural and human

resources.

101. In the past year, the work of the Special Committee
on decolonization had been more active and pragmatic.
The Committee had conducted in-depth discussions on its
future work, and some of its members had put forward
constructive ideas and proposalsin that connection. Those
discussions had fully demonstrated the determination of
the Special Canmittee to complete its task of
decolonization at an early date.

102. Thesize, geographical location, plapion and other
special features of the Non-Self-Governing Territories
should not be used as an excuse to deny the people of those
Territoriestheir inalienable right to self-determination and
independence. His delegation would, as always, participate
actively in the work of the United Nations in that field. It
was confident that, with the concerted efforts of the whole
international community, the goal of decolonization would
be achieved.

103. Ms. Smith (United Kingdom), speaking in exercise
of the right of reply, noted that, in their statements, the
representatives of Mexico, Uruguay and Cuba had referred
to the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands. The position of the United Kingdom was
well known. Only recently, it had been reiterated by her
delegation in the statement made in exercise of the right
of replyin connection with the address by the President of
Argentina to the General Assembly. The text of that
statement was reproduced in document A/54/402.

104. Mr. Dausa CespedegCuba), speaking in exercise

oftheright ofreply, said that hisdelegation fully supported
Argentinain the dispute concerning the Malvinas Islands.
It was in favour of a peaceful settlement of the dispute,
taking into account the interests of all concerned, but that
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