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In the absence of Mr. Olhaye (Djibouti), Mr. Niculescidemonstrated the growing attention being given to
(Romania), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. population parameters for development. Intensified action
had been called for in respect ofter alia, reduction of
child and maternal mortality and increasectess to
schooling. The special session had also reaffirmed that
Agenda item 99: Sustainable development and there were different approachestothe population issue. His
international economic cooperation delegation was concerned aboutthe inadequacy ofinternal
and external resources support for the programmes and
measures taken by Governments; it was unclear how
Governmentswere toimplementthe Programme of Action
in the absence ofthe relevantinternational support. It was
) .. also unclear whether or how the development of
1. Ms. Berman (International Labour Organizationp, inership relations with non-governrtorganzations

(ILO)) said that high population growth, particularly inyn g institutions in civil society could replace specific

developing countries, had created great increases in f.j5| assistance. Measures to control population growth

labour supply, but since there had been no commensurgi@s; not be used as conditions for granting assistance in
increase in employment opportunities vast n_umbers &her critical areas of growth and development.

people lacked the means to earn a living; this had had ) ] o

devastating social consequences. In the wake of tRe Hisdelegation welcomedthetargetindicators agreed

International Conference on Population and Developmeff) atthe special session to combatilliteracyamong women
ILO had played an active role in drafting instruments ar@d girls, reduce maternal mortality and reduce the

conventions to protect vulnerable groups such as woméfInerability of young people to the spread of HIV/AIDS
children and migrant workers. and other diseases. The Russian Federation alsowelcomed

) ) ) the recommendations regarding the elderly, the need to
2. The adoption of a human rights framework in theg,, o firm action to halt the spread of AIDS and other
implementation of the Programme of Action of thegya)ly transmitted diseases and the implementation of
International Conference on Population and Developmegtmen's and children’s rights, as well as the clear
was consistent with the organization’s own standards pgcommendations regarding specific population problems
human rights, including basic workers’ rights. Thghich had become more acute in some countries with
organization sought to integrate gender concerns il omiesin transition, including the Russian Federation.

policies and programmes, and its work on population afd a5 particularlyimportant to promote improved systems
developmentalsoincluded programmes targeting Specififgathering population data, especially in countries with
groups, such as youth and women and the development ol omies in transition.

schemes aimed at enhancing employment opportunities. ]

It had also undertaken advocacy activities to ensure ttfat ~ Concrete action  must be taken on the
Governments, employers and workers’ organizations wei@commendations concerning international support to
aware of the importance of population in developmeguntries which had suffered as a result of the recent

policies and programmes, and its link with employmentinancial crisis and countries with problems stemming
from large refugee flows. The Russian Federation was

3. Theorganization was the lead agency for a themafifanared to cooperate with other interested countries in
study of employment and the changing age structureint feparing a draft resolution at the present session to

twenty-first century, which was part of the inter-agency,qyide an impulse to implementation of the decisions of
Technical Assistance Pragmme. Rcent ILO publiations o special session.

on HIV/AIDS and employment had dealt with the o )

legislative and regulatory framework, enterprise practicds  Mr. Abreha (Ethiopia), said that the process to
and recommendations for practical strategies concerniffgyiewand appraise theimplementation ofthe Programme
HIV/AIDS and the workplace, and a number of regiond®f Action of the International Conference on Population

workshops on the subject had been held involving iLo@nd Development had made it abundantly clear that there
tripartite constituents. was a need for strengthened international partnership but

. . ) . while developing countries were making concerted efforts
4. Mr. Nebenzia (Russian Federation) said that thgq nqpilize domestic resources for population activities,
twenty-first special session of the Genekasembly had ey ej0ped countries had thus far not done enough to fulfil
reaffirmed the consensus achieved in Cairo anfleir commitments. A serious lack of financial resources

The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m.

(h) Implementation of the Programme of Action of
the International Conference on Population and
Development(continued (A/54/442)
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remained one of the primary obstacles to fukkvaluation that were sensitive to local cultural, political
implementation of the Programme of Action. Ethiopiandreligioustraditions mightberequired, aswell as active
called on its partners to redouble their efforts to mobilizearticipation of the local population.

funds, and emphasized that the international communify  gjnce 1986, Japan had been the largest donor to the
should provide the necessary financial and technicghjieq Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and in 1994 it
assistance to support developing countries, parth!la %d set out to allocate US$ 3 billion in Official
those in Africa, and should address the debt crisis gy e|0pment Assistance for adties related to population
developing countries through a more efficient ang, pyv/AIDS by the end of 1998; that target had already
coordinated mechanism. been exceeded. Japan would continueati@ch high

8. Ethiopia was the third most populous country ipriority to population issues and was determined to
Africa, and population concerns were high on itsontinue to play an active role in collaborating and
development agenda; equality of women was prominentéooperating with other donor countries, international
every policy and programme. Ethiopia encouraged tloeganizations and non-governmental organizations
participation of non-governmental organizations in theegarding issues relating to population and development.

_broad area Of, health and_ family planning. DesPi,tf:a. Mr. Robertson (New Zealand), speaking also on
Improvements in contraceptive prevalence and fertiliyop 51 of Australia and Canada, said that the central
rates, dauntlng challenges_ lay ahead. There WETE I ssage of the Cairo Conference — reinforced at the
gnough trained personnel in _the populat_lon and re_lat enty-first special session ofthe Gendrsdembly —was
f|eldz,|_tr;1erehwas "’I‘ Ia}ck of:.natlbonal technical fapac'tyr@atpopulation issueswere developmentissuesandthatthe
SStal Ish t fe rs arflons 'p etwee?] dpolpu.atllon Ia airo agenda should be considered as part of a global
development; an ) there wer;a lTO met Oh 0 c()jglcal tools 4 mework for sustained and sustainable development. The
mtegrgte women's 1Ssues Tully Into the evelopmery ecial session’s strong reinforcement of human rights and
planning process. The major obstacle to achieving the, 1\ \man well-being language of the Programme of

goals set in Ethiopia’s national population policy Wag.tion was particularly welcome, as were the calls for

resource constraint. intensified action in implementing the Programme of
9. Ontheeve ofthe new millennium, countries shoul8iction, and the new benchmarks in reproductive and
rededicate themselves to implementing the Programmesefkual health,eess to family planning services, reduced
Action, for full implementation of the Programme wouldnaternal mortality, HIV/AIDS prevention, gender issues
improve hopes of prosperity, sustainable use of naturahd education. New Zealand, Australia and Canada
resources and sustainable economic growth aneimained deeply committed to implementation of the
development. Programme of Action, and urged all countries to

10. Mr. Shimumura (Japan) said that the twenty—firstimplement the key actions agreed at the special session.

special session of the Genefasembly had shown that 14. Despite the success of the special session formidable
there was now a universal recognition of the importaneiallenges remained in terms of availability of adequate
of population issues and the need to tackle them inrasources, lack of political commitment and support at
coordinated manner. Acceptance of the need for lé-mu national and international levels and the all too common
disciplinary approach represented a great leap forwardenvironment of gender inequality. Only by a partnership
the thinking of the international community. The concepietween developed and developing countries, Governments
of reproductive health and reproductive rights enjoyemhd civil society, including non-governmental
much broader acceptance today than it had airieeof organizations, indigenous peoples and the private sector,
the Conference. could those obstacles be overcome.

11. While it was significant that the political will had15. UNFPA had a crucial role to play in population and
been mobilized to reaffirm the commitments made aevelopment. Ithad been particularly successfulin working
Cairo, there had been insufficient discussion of how thie partnership and in bringing about a number of
goals should be attained and how progress should ib@ovative prgects which had helped gady in bringing
monitored and evaluated. All countries, non-governmentdie benefits of sexual and reproductive health services to
organizations and international organizations concernttbse mostin need. It should receive continugipsrt as
needed to be engaged in follow-up, and in that endeavadbe lead agencyinimplementing the Programme of Action
different methods of implementation, monitoring andnd as the only multilateral agency carrying out the entire
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range of population and reproductive health activities sttt deal with them. In the past five years the country had
out in the Programme. begun to incorporate the Programme of Action in its

16. Mr.Holubov (Ukraine) said that his delegation fuIIynational plan for social development.

subscribed tothe outcome ofthe twenty-first special sessid®. While acknowledging that the outcome ofthe twenty-
of the General Assembly, particularly with regard tdirst special session was probably the best that could be
measures to reduce maternal and infant mortality levebghieved, his delegation would have preferred more
to combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases, to regulaferward-looking and action-oriented proposals for further
migrant flows and to promote capacity-building in thémplementation ofthe Programme of Action. It noted with
developing countries and in countries with economies goncern the continuing declinein contributions to UNFPA,;
transition. It also welcomed the emphasis on the lindver-decreasing levels of donor support were threatening
between population, economic growth and environment émwipe out the gains the Fund had made. It was sad to note
the one hand and the urgent need for policies atlgat seven of the top 15 donors to UNFPA had reduced
programmes to deal with the causes of international atftkir contributions in 1998, while another five had either
internal migration and urbanization and the resultamtarginally increased or provided the same level of
dislocations on the other hand. contribution. Only three countries had made any serious

17. Like other countries with economies in transition‘?ffort to increase their contributions. His delegation

Ukrainewasexperiencinganumberofnegativetendenc%gonglly .urged donor Governments to increase their
in its social and demographic development. The mog?ntrlbu.tlon_s to UNFPA in order to help realize the goals
nd objectives of the International Conference on

serious threat to the health of the Ukrainian natio ;

stemmed from the HIV/AIDS pandemic and from opulation and Development.
significant growth in venereal diseases, includingvenereal. Mr. Li Shijian (China), noting that the world
infection of newborn children. Along with the aftermattpopulation had ecently reached 6illion, said that it

of the Chernobyl disaster, those factors had caused thteould be seen both as a milestone in human development
population of Ukraine to fall by almost 2 million in the pastind as a warning that more resolute action was needed to
five years. slow the pace of population growth. Developed and

18. In recognition of the fact that Governments hageveloping countries should work together to solve the

prime responsibility for attaining the goals of thé)opulanon problem.

International Conference on Population and Developme22. Although the international community and national
at national level, Ukraine had taken steps to make tl@vernmentshad made progressin the implementation of
Programme of Action an integral part of its social anthe Programme of Action, many couples still did not have
development policy. Ukraine particularly welcomed access to basic reproductive health and family planning
recent visit by the Executive Director of UNFPA; despitservices, and official development assistance for [atjmn

its lack of financial resources, UNFPA had madprogrammes had been cut drastically. His delegation
significant progress in implementing the Programme ttierefore appealed to all countries to honour the
Action and he shared the concern of other delegatiooemmitments made atthe Cairo Conference and to bear in
regarding the continuing serious decline in its comaind at all times the relationship that existed between
resources. population, economic and social development, resources

19. Mr. van Schalkwyk (South Africa) welcomed the and the environment.

outcome of the twenty-first special session of the Genefz3. Since China hadthe largest population ofany country
Assemblyand said thatthe Cairo Praagyme of Actionwas in the world, it regarded family planning and control of
of special significance to his country in view of thgopulation growth as vital. Although it had significantly
widespread suffering and marginalization it hadeduced the birth rate in the past 30 years, it still faced
experienced over a period of more than four decades. Hismendous population pressure which, in the future, would
Government’s efforts to improve the socio-economioe coupled with problems of aging, employment,
situation of its people were being hampered by thdemographic structure and migration. Accordingly, ithad
HIV/AIDS epidemic, unsafe abortions and teenag®rmulated a number of instruments and plans to address
pregnancies, and had it not been for the internationtle problem in the twenty-first century and it looked
assistance and guidance of the Programme of Action liesward to strengthening its cooperation with the
Government would have found it infinitely more difficultinternational community and making its contribution to
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stabilizing the world population and promoting peace ardélegations for adequate resources for jajpon ectivities.
development. Shewas encouraged by the statements made by delegations

24. Mr. Zarie Zare (Islamic Republic of Iran) said that of major donors to population activities that they would

the Programme of Action of the Cairo Conference hdgstore funding. In turn, her small but dedicated staff

established an organic link between population a%oqlq_redouble its efforts for implementation of those
development. The five-year review of its implementatiofCtIVItIes.

had demonstrated the capacity of the United Nations29. Mr. Olhaye (Djibouti), Chairman, took the Chair.
global consensus-building through open, transparent and
inclusive discussion. Agenda item 104: Globalization and interdependence

25. Data on domestic resource flows for populatioff\/54/98, 175 and 358)

indicated that developing countries had made substantg@. Mr. Desai (Under-Secretary-General for Economic
progress in achieving the goals set in Cairo, but the samed Social Affairs), introducing the report ofthe Secretary-
could not be said for international assistance. Don®eneral on the role of the United Nations in promoting
funding for population activities had staegad and was far development in the context of globalization and
below the requirements for 2000. &essful interdependence (A/54/358), said that it was intended to
implementation of the key actions and outcomes of threove the discussion beyond the level of concepts and to
Cairo review process was contingent upon successedénhance the capacity of the international community to
resource mobilization. manage the globalization process through the instruments

26. His Government based its strategy for reproductif@ailable.

health and family planning on the promulgation 081. The two major challenges posed by globalization
appropriate legislation, promotion of publicawareness amgére policy coherence and institutional governance.
provision of necessary services, particularly directed @urrently, there was no mechanism to harmonize policy
young couples. The Government’s commitment to themong countries affected by each other’s actions at the
strategy, along with the strengthening of the nationatacro-economic level, for instance, or to govern the
primary health care system, had led toshaglides in the interactions between areas of policy, for example finance
crude birth rate, along with tremendous reductions ind trade. In the area of institutional governance,
infant, child and maternal mortality. Despite seriougansnational actionswere becomingincreasinglyprevalent
financial constraints, the health care system arnd such areas as finance, information and movements of
reproductive health services had also been extendedptiople. The challenge lay in deciding whether a
some 2 million refugees presentin the courAsgistance mechanism to address such actions was needed at the
from the international community was needed, howeveaiational level, or across national boundaries.

in order for those services to be sustainable. Empowermegat

of women was another Government policy which had, In his view, the priority for the Committee’s
. o policy . ~deliberations should be to promote global understanding
contributed significantly to the success of population

policies. Women's active involvement in the health sectcc))rfthe phenomenon ofglobalizatiqn, as perceptions vari_ed
represeﬁted animportant aspect oftheir active and growi%normously. Ther.e were three main areas to aeress. First,
role on the national scene. Finally, the formulation't%USt be recpgmzed that.glpballzatl_on was driven by the

' ! .recent damatic changes in information technology and

T oo ooy oedge-based ndusres. In the past, e Comite
of réligion and population poiicies and family planning ad handled that area as a technical mat_ter; in fact, |tyvas
with important theoretical and practical lessons for oth muc_h more, and competence to address it mu.st b_e built at
developing societies e inter-governmental level. Second, globalization was
) being driven not by official capital flows, but by private
27. Mr. Chamie (Department of Economic and Sociakapital markets; rule-setting and institutional development
Affairs) noting that the twenty-first special session of theurrounding such flows should be an important part of the
General Assembly had been one of the most successfigrk of the United Nations. Third, globalization had been
sessions, drew attention to paragraph 30 of the reportdriven by the expansion of trade, multinational
the Secretary-General. corporations and the globalization of production. Answers

28. Ms. Sadik (Executive Director, United NationstOthe guestions raised by those processes must be sought
Population Fund (UNFPA)) underscored the call by marfi} the global level.
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33. Finally, there were two main areas of concern: oribe regional and subregional levels. Such arrangements
related to the belief that there was no system of oversigtftered a welcome buffer against global market forces and
for the process, the other to the fact that globalization walowed countries to pool their resources and develop their
not affecting all countries equally. The response to thopeoductive capacities.

concerns should be tostrengthen the operational activiti®s  the United Nations had a crucial role to play in

ofthe United Nations for capacity-building in informatio romoting an understanding of and a response to
technology, capital market development and trade. TRg)najization. The recommendations contained in the
challenge before the Second Committee was to provide Sort of the Secretary-General were worthy of

architecture for the discussions of those very importagh,sigeration. Of particular relevance was the idea of

ISSues. establishing a task force under the Economic and Social
34. Mr. Insanally (Guyana), speaking on behalf of theCouncil to find the ways and means to promote policy
Group of 77 and China, said that globalization continuemherence and institutional capacity-building measures that
todominate the world economy. Fuelled by the technologyould link the outcomes of the global conferences and the
revolution and the increasing liberalization of trade arfi/e-year reviews already held. The proposal for dialogue
finance, the process was rapidly transforming the worlietween the Council and the World Trade Organization
intoasingle global marketplace. While its effects extendeeas also timely. The Group of 77 and China supported
into the daily lives of people everywhere, the process itsefforts to strengthen the General Assemblyin the discharge
had engendered in many a sense of powerlessness anddbsts Charter responsibilities to provide international
of control. The results to date had been very mixed; mastonomic and social cooperation, and to advance the role
developing countries had experienced few gains and, and effectiveness of the specialized agencies related to
fact, had suffered significant losses. social and economic development.

35. It had also become clear that each country w&9. It was critically important for the international
vulnerable tothe processin varying degrees, and thus, ax@ynmunity to mobilize the determination to work closely
strategy to manage globalization must be responsivettgether for the common goal of sustainable development
their specificneeds and circumstances. In particular, safatythe spirit of cooperation and partnership. The Group of
mechanisms were needed to protect the most vulneraBlieand China would follow the discussions closely to see
sectors of society. Theinadequacy of existing internationtabw developed and developing countries could come
institutions to deal with the underlying systemitogether to harness globalization for the good not of a
deficiencies of the global economy had led to demands feelect few, but of all countries in the global economy.

the reform or redesjgn of th.e internationgl financi%o' Ms. Rasi (Finland), speaking on behalf of the
architecture. Devgloplng co'untrleswo'uld contlnuetoms@uropean Union, the associated countries Bulgaria,
onagreat.erroleln.the deC|S|on—mak|ng,astheygenera&)l(,prusy the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
suffered disproportionatelyas aresult of adverse ShOCksiJi‘E'lquania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia,
the global economy. and, in addition, Iceland, said that globalization provided
36. Integration should take place at a pace designedimth opportunities and challenges. It was a many-faceted
allow developing countries to withstand the unbridlegrocess, which included economic, political, social,
competition of the market and to benefit from globalizatioenvironmental, technological and cultural dimensions. An
and trade liberalization in a smooth and stable manneffective framework for global governance required a new
Human resource development, capacity-building anmkrspective, one that relied on a more comprehensive,
leadership were urgently needed. National policies shouddherent and coordinated approach to the various
combine offensive measuresto attractinvestment and tratimensions of sustainable development. Attention should
with defensive measuresto guard against the predominaigo be given to equity and to a more equitable distribution
forces of the open market. New forms of partnership faf the benefits of globalization at the national and
development among Governments, the private sector anternational level.

civil society would also be required. 41. Theresponsibilityfor shaping glalization could not

37. Onthe plusside, globalization and interdependenioe left to the market forces alone. Now more than ever,
had provided a new dynamic for South-South cooperatidiere was need for political measures to accompany and
An important process which had paralleled globalizatioguide globalization in order to spread its benefits more
had been the broadening and deepening of integrationnadely. Such measures should include effective global
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negotiation mechanisms, mainstreaming sustainalsiector, aswell aswith non-governmental organizations and
development considerations into all policy making anather sectors of civil society, was indispensable. The
bringing greater coherence into trade, investmerEuropean Unionwelcomedthe efforts underwaywithinthe
environmental, social and other policies. Particulgrivate sector to adopt codes of ethics conducive to political
attention should also be given to the problem of poverand social stability.

eradication and to preventing the further marginalizatiofy  |nensified international cooperation increased the
of developing countries. Indeed, the ability of nationg, ,,ance of the role of multilateral actors such as the
Governments and the international community to harneggjieq Nations, the Bretton Woods institutions, WTO and
the beneficial forces of globalization for the eradication Qb gional organizations. Such cooperation should take into
poverty should be one of the major criteria for any lasting.cont comparative advantages and the need to build
national and global response to globalization. partnerships with other institutions such as the
42. Atthe nationallevel, an ability to adapt and respon@rganization for Economic Coopaion and Development.
adequately to pressures and opportunities for change Pasticipation in the emerging global information network
well as stable and sustainable macroeconomic policieswar@s imperative for any country to benefit from
necessary for taking full advantage of the opportunitiggobalization. The United Nations also had an important
provided by globalization. Regional cooperation antble in assisting developing countries in strengthening
integration were also vital in that regard. However, thiéheir human resources base to take advantage of global
prime responsibility for development lay with Statenformation technology, which would become a decisive
themselves. The support of the international communitgctor in an increasingly interdependent world.

could only be considered supplementary, even if it w CMr
indispensable in the current circumstances. One ofthe lﬁﬁ}’portant
challenges was strengthening the institutional capacitig

of developing countries in order to take advantage of tt%g

Osei-Danquah (Ghana) said that it was
to re-examine the items on the Committee’s
enda in the light of interrelatedness as well as the
ospect of enlarging participation in the dialogue with a
iewto concentrating global attention on the most critical
but defining trends in world development.

opportunities of globalization. An integrated worl
economy offered the best opportunities for doing so.

43. Notingthatthe South-East Asianfinancial crisish Perhaps because of the role that hedge funds had
revealed the fragility of the financial system, she Saidthﬁk{yed in the financial turmoil that had beset Asia

tEe ViCtki]mef of such crises would be helped in the long terfyte ntion seemed to have focused entirely on the role of the
t rmgg dlngr;]ual transparency and better practiCef,ancial aspects of globalization, overlooking other
combined with the development of social structures tQnects  particularly trade and the interconnections
manage change. Therefore, the European Unionwelcomgd, jeen finance, trade and development. The common
the work of the United Nations and the World Bank iny, e4q running through the various studies and reports on
developing and refining principles and good practices {\ajization and the new trends in Washington was the
social policies. As far as trade and finance was concern precedentedurgency for an integrated focus on
the forthcoming round of trade negotiationsin the ConteﬁEvelopment What had been left unsaid was how urgent
of the P:Norl'd Trade Org?mzatlon (VfVTO) ls:.hoqlq b& was for the United Nations to validate and assert its
fcompre(; ensweakr]wdmr?vit eprocelz(sfso Lra(]:cie ibeteliz |0 dership in the process. The United Nations was the only
(r)]rwar ,I_sltreng'; en the framework for the unct|orr]1|ng HBody with the authority to lead the process of restructuring
the multilateral trading system and ensure that thfe jnternational financing architecture and ensuring a
particular mte_rests and concerns of developing ‘_:Ountr'gﬁonger, more stable and participatory system. It was also
were taken into acgount. The European Umqn al%oauipped to design a coherent network of global
supported the ongoing process of strengthening aggernancethatlinked finance, trade and development. In
reforming the international financial architecture so as fat connection. he shared the view expressed in the

contribute to crisis prevention and management. T@eecretary-General‘s report regarding the need for
BrettonWoodsinstitutionsshouldserveasacentralforutggmprehensi\,e and coherent policy responses to

for the discussions concerning the international ﬁnand@lobalization.

system. .
48. It was the responsibility of Governments and other

44. Challengestoglobal governanceincludedthe bala'l‘i?cial forces to ensure the promotion of goals of equity,

between_the State and other p'“_'bl'c and private a(_:tot)%verty eradication and enhanced human security. The
Closer dialogue between countries and with the private
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problems caused by economic globalization had expos&ach information, must be taken into consideratiarcess

the inadequacies of the modern State, as well as tofinformation and the knowledge that sprang therefrom
international institutions both in managing activities owere the principal means by which individuals and
the globalized markets and in preventing undesirab&overnments could take advantage ofthe opportunities and
outcomes or addressing them in the most socialtlefend against the negative impact of globalization. The
responsible manner, when they occurred. Strong aidernational community must work to improvecass to
effective governance was therefore necessary iffformation throughout the developing world and ensure
Governments were to have a chance of managing tthetsuch information was whollytransparent. One method
consequences of globalization at home. of dealing with the explosion and constant flow of

49. Similarly, strong and effective governance at tnigformation was to clearly identify priorities in respect of

international level was needed to deal with aspects %tf,onomlcgromnh, social development and environmental
globalization thatremained outside the control of nationgotection and adhere to them.

governments, and to ensure that the sum of governmen&al In his delegation’s view, the United Nations,
action was as comprehensive as the demands pafrticularly in its operational activities, should focus on
globalization on policy. Inthatregard, the United Nationthe fundamentals, namely, health, education and basic
must provide the forum for identifying the respectivénfrastructure. The Organization could help countries lay
responsibilities of developing countries, developeithe framework and support the development of essential
countries and multilateral institutions in governanceskills, so that they could take advantage of the
Effective governance would require a balance betweepportunities opened up by globalization. In that context,
implementation of national and global responsibilitiegshe need for continuing human resources development
Moreover, the understandings that seemed to exist ocould not be overemphasized. Basic education wastesdsen
development between the United Nations, the Internatiorfat individuals and countries to link up with the evolving
Monetary Fund and the World Bank must be extended system. In a world characterized by constant change and
planned obsolescence, continuing education and training

needtosupport States around the globe to become effec Eoughout_ an individual’s life was an |m.p(.ar.at|\./e. T_he
units of global governance, instead of victims o nited Nations also needed to build flexibility into its

globalization, it would not just be billions of people wh esponses, which implied a willingness to depart from a

would pay the price in poverty and exclusion. The Unite usiness-as-usual approach, when necessary, andto atleast
Nations itself would be marginalized consider change. Finally, the Organization provided a

forum to discuss issues of concern in working towards
51. Mr.Ortique (Unlted StateSOfAmerica)Said thaton%ommon deve|0pment goa|s_ Rap|d and accurate
of the most important elements to keep in mind whegbmmunication was essential in a world where events in
discussing how the United Nations adjusted tgne country or region were almost instantaneously
globalization while continuing to fulfil its géctive of transmitted around the globe. It was equally important,
promoting development, was that the implications @fowever, to be able totransmitthe outcomes of discussions
globalization were not yet fully understood. and debates in New York back to the decision makers in

52. Thatbeing so, a number of things should be bornelie capitals of every country.
mind. The firstwas the need for erXIbllltyand areadinem' Mr. Isakov (Russian Federation) said that

to adjust. There had been much discussion about the ”@%balization was an géctive phenomenon that offered
for new structures and architectures; in fact, the focygw development opportunities at the same time as it
should be on evaluating andre-evaluating existing syste@stailed risks. In order to cope with such risks, it was
as theydeveloped. The second thing to remember was thatessary to develop a concerted strategy of efficient
there were constants which must continue to kfanagement, adapt national economies to the conditions
emphasized, namely health, education and bagjfglobalization and ensure a fair use of its benefits by all
infrastructure. There was a need to take a comprehensiyguntries, in the interest of ensuring economic growth and
holisticand coherentapproachtopolicy-making, stressiggtaining the ojectives of sustainable development. The
the interrelationship between economic, social anftowinginterdependence of national economies as aresult
environmental factors. The third thlng to remember Wast the dynamic increase of transborder movements of
that the exponential increase in the availability ojoods, services and capital, and the intensive exchange of
information, as well as the growing inequitiesat@ss to  jnformation and technologies, had led to pivotal changes

50. Unless the international communitgcapted the
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in such fields as production, communications, foreigh8. While the free movement of goods and people would
investment and finance. increase prosperity and complement cooperative

55. While globalization had spawned a tremendo@ﬁrsameworksin many areas, unchecked globalization would

development of information technologies and was one Gd to a homogenization of consumption and produ_ctlon
the driving forces behind the considerable growth of worRpHterns and of c_ult_ural values. Therefore, the regional
trade and investment in receirhes, it was also fraught economic commissions should be streng_t_hen_ed and
with a number of dangers. The growing openness of sorﬁtéeam“n?d In ‘?fde_f to assess the ram_lflcatlons of
economies made them more vulnerableto adverse exterﬂlﬁbal'za_t'on’ taking into account the specific needs of
effectsand promoted the spread oflocal economictrou bfedch region.

to other regions of the world, as the recent finaharisis 59. He stressed the importance of a truly global
in Asia had demonstrated. Relatively slow economigartnership that would include all stakeholders in society
growth and lower competitiveness in the areas aind provide a stable environment through good
technology, information and human resources igovernance,transparencyand accountability atdtiomal
developing countries and countries in transition haahd international levels. He welcomed the Secretary-
created additional difficulties in the process of adaptatidBeneral’s call for a Global Compact between the United
to globalization. In that regard, reinforcing multilateraNations and the private sector and considered that the joint
mechanisms of coordination of macroeconomic policy istatementissued in Jul999 bythe Secretary-General and
the interest of stability, predictability and global economithe President of the International Chamber of Commerce
growth was necessary for effective management of tlCC) was an encouraging step towards the achievement
globalization process. In that context, the most importanf that goal.

task was to strengthen the capacity of the United Natioga_ Mr. de Moura (Brazil) said that globalization had
and other multilateral institutions engagedin the compl@gen the result of extraordinary developments in

ISSUes Of_ trade, finance and d'evellopment. Th®mmunications systems dating from the 1960s. It was
cons_lderatlgn of problems of globallzat|9n should Dbgiticit to arrive at a common understanding ofthe nature,
carried outin a trgnsparent manner qndilnvolve a larg‘éope and implications of that process and of what to do
n.umber of countr|e§, mulUIatgraI |nst|tut|ons,. busmes(;bout it. While the emergence of a global market had had
circles, the academic community and the public at Iargg'positive influence on growth and productivity in some
56. Mr. Kim Hak-su (Republic of Korea) said that countries, it had also widened inequalities at the national
globalization was not an option but a reality. The Asiaand international levels. Moreover, institutional and
financial crisis had raised legitimate concerns, and marggulatory frameworks had not yet adjusted to the new
developing countries had found themselves marginalizeghlities and there was a need for multilateral cooperation,
from the global system. The report ofthe Secretary-Genetaking intoaccountthe interactions between trade, finance
(A/54/358) had aptly articulated two of the challengeand macroeconomics and their integration with social
posed by globalization: a lack of policy coherence at thmncerns.

national and international levels andinadequaciesintgg' Expanding inequality and the growing risk of

area of governance. The United Nations should contingg, , cja| instability were among the most serious problems
to play a catalytic role in formulating coherent policyy, ¢ the world faced. The United Nations and, in particular,
responses to the qhallenges p9se‘?' by globalization 48 Economic and Social Council were uniquely suited to
should strengthen its partnership with the Bretton Woods, m prehensive discussion aimed at making the potential
institutions and the World Trade Organization. benefits of globalization a reality for all. In thatregard, his
57. The Organization should give continued priority tdelegation welcomed the dialogue with the Bretton Woods
helping developing countries adapt to the newmstitutions.

opportunities arising from globalization with a focus on th

use of informati_on and communication technologi_es. 5 Qlobalization claimed that it was a panacea for the
_that reg_ard, his delegation welcomed the gh0|ce 8tonomic problems of the developing countries and that
information technology as the tr_leme of the h'gh'l_ev"?a'lveryonewould eventually get a&pk of the economic pie,
segment of th_e substantive session of the Economic agd, optimism was not shared by those left poorer by the
Social Council for the year 2000. process. The reality was that the world economy was not
global. Trade, investment and financial flows were

Mr. Haque (Pakistan) said that while the supporters
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concentrated primarily in the developed blocs, and theoa behalf of their multinational corporations to ensure the
was no transfer of resources from the developed to thadter’s smooth operation in the host countries, and the
developing countries. investments of those corporations were conditional on the

63. Globalization was the newest form of economigranting of specificimmunities for their activities, which
colonialism; it made possible the efficient exploitation oyave them a licence to act independently of the economic

vulnerable nationsin the name of free marketsdlowed '€gulations of the host countries.

transnational capitalists torampage through the developi6g. Perhapsmoretellingly, the dymics of globalization
world, sometimes with the connivance, and even the actikad been fuelled by a massive growth of financial markets
participation, of the rich elite of those poor countries. Thand a push toliberalize capital accounts, yet the developed
vast, cheap labour pools of developing countries were beiaguntries did not apply those principles to their own
exploited, commodity prices were being manipulated imarkets. Major areas of export interest to developing
order to ensure a continued supply of cheap raw materialsuntries were closed or protected through subsidies or by
and the markets of developing countries were being priether means. There could be nolevel playing field between
open in the name of trade liberalization while thstrong and weak economies without international
developed countries limitecteess to their own marketsregulatorymeasurestocontrol the predatory policies of the
through various stratagems. International finahmarkets more powerful players. Unfortunately, however, the
and rapid capital movement drained financial resourcegasures being adopted worked to the further disadvantage
from newly emerging economies through currencyf weak and vulnerable economies, and developing
speculation, and huge transfers of resources from tbeuntries had little role in policy-making at the
developing to the developed economies continugdternational trade conclaves.

unchecked. 68. Thus, globalization was a tool used by the powerful

64. Significantly, official development assistan@®@), to plunder the fragile economies of the South in a thinly
the most direct expression of international solidarity falisguised attempt to create a new Western domination
development, continued to decline, and directinvestmertoted in the absolute power of capital and the
was concentrated in the developed world and a smatlonopolization of technology.

numtt))le_:r of developing countries. 1t had been wellg \ Malhoutra (India)said thatifglobalization was

established that there was no substitute for developmegye meaningful at the national level, it must lead not only
financing, yetthe actions of the developed countries SPoge anhanced trade and financial flows, but to improved
louder than their words in support of the cause of ity of life. It was important to assess the impact of

development. globalization on each developing country, taking into
65. The proponents of globalization spoke of thaccount differences in the economic and social capacities
interdependence of nations, the shared nature of thefrthe various States and regions and avoiding universal
economies and the mutuality of their interests. In realittimetables for liberalization.

hhowgver,lthg develcigfe(?/\;:ountnes were n.ot deﬁegdenF%\. Overly hasty and ill-thought-out liberalization had
the developing world, ester.n corporations ad MajpLy 1o massive unemployment andto a breakdown of social
hold!ngs in developing countries, and world bodies WelEstems in developing economies that were not prepared
dominated by the developed States. The developi competition and theimmediate impact of technological

countries, for their part, were dependent on limite é)gqrades. Retraining of the labour force, investment in

overseas mark_ets an_d e)_(por_ts a_md were at the mercy OfF earch, development and infrastructures and expansion
international financial institutions; they suffered they agriculture and agro-industries were crucial if

negative consequences of globalization but had virtua
norolein definingtherules ofthe game, and their repeatg

calls for democratic governance ofthe global economy ha o o .
fallen on deaf ears. 71. The recent finanal crisis in South-East Asia had

h . revealed deep-seated structural imbalances in the manner
66. The argument that there was no alternative [, ich globalization and liberalization were shaping the
globalization was a self-serving rationalization Wh'CrE_‘;Iobal economy. For many, the debt crisis of the early
allowed its proponents to denude poor countries of thejhgns had provided final pof that inward-oriented

resources. The push towards globalization wasa triumgnategies and interventionist policies could not extricate
of capital over labour; the developed countries '”terven%veloping countries from the mire of poverty and

veloping countries were to be equipped to manage the
allenges of globalization.
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underdevelopment. It had been thought that tradedinnovatorstoa secure and appropriate return on their
liberalization would ensure the best aliion of resources investment and the larger social benefit that would result
according tocomparative advantage, secure needed exia wide, unrestricted knowledge flows. Ironically, under
revenues and attract foreign direct investment which, aurrent WTO agreements, considerable protection was
turn, would promote domestic dagl accumulation, afforded to subsidies for research and development in the
technology transfer and capacity-building. However, thdeveloped countries while subsidies in other sectors were
recent finanal crisis had wiped out decades of economidiscouraged.

growth and successful poverty eradication in the veRs oy the eve of the new millennium, Member States
Qeveloplng countriesthathad mostsuccessfullylptegra.tﬁgd a historic opportunity to design not a level playing
into the global economy. Moreover, the economic, socighiy pyt an equitable one where all countries could be

and human cost to those countries had had repercussiggined to participate in the global race for development
for the entire developing world, where growth had sloweg, 4 prosperity.

from 6 per centin 1996 to 2 per centin 1998. Yet once that .

crisis had been contained, legitimate concern about thBe meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.
long-term drawbacks of globalization had given wayto an

unjustified complacency.

72. Aseries of structural problems must be addressed if
globalization was to respond to the needs of the vast
majority of developing countries. Balance-of-payments
disorders remained as acute as ever for developing
countries, whose economies were dependent on external
financing in order to achieve the growth rate needed to
tackle the problems of poverty and underdevelopment.
Losses resulting from terms of trade were no longer
confined to commodity exports for the prices of
manufactured goods exported by developing countries had
also fallen. Liberalization of capital flows had made
matters worse, leading to currency appreciation and
instability and undermining trade performance.

73. Disproportionate attention to the rapid expansion of
private capital flows to developing countries in the early
1990s had masked the fact that that upsurge was merely a
return to the levels prevailing in 1975-1982, about 5 per
cent of gross national product (GNP). Moreover, those
flows had been concentrated on the same small group of
20 emerging markets as in the past. A recent study
suggested that even the major increase in foreign direct
investment in the 1990s was primarily a reflection of
mergers and acquisitions rather than of new, productive
investment.

74. Globalization hadaentuated the extent to which
economic success depended on the rapid acquisition of
skills and on the effective use of information and
technology. Théluman Development Repd@99 showed
that many developing countries lacked the infrastructure
and other capacities needed totap intothe information and
communicationsrevolution. Furthermore, the international
community must examine the continued viability of
frameworks for the protection of intellectual property,
ensuring a balance between the legitimate rights of owners
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