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Inthe absence of Mr. Olhaye (Djibouti) Mr. Matute (Peru)the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
Vice-Chairman, took the Chair. had drawn attention to the need for long-term, proactive
disaster prevention strategies. However, the cross-sectoral
activities involved in disaster reduction required difficult
political choices about allocation of resources by

The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m.

Agenda item 99: Sustainable development and Governments. While there was international recognition
international economic cooperation(continued ofthe growing economic and socialimportance of disasters
(A/C.2/54/L.21) for developing countries, such recognition needed to be

converted into Government policy. Over the past decade
disasters had cost the world an average of $87 billion a
Draft resolution on women in development year; however, contributions for disaster reduction had
(A/C.2/54/L.21) represented only 2 per cent of the total relief aid provided
by donor countries.

(c) Women in developmenfcontinued

1. Ms. Critchlow (Guyana), introducing draft
resolution A/C.2/54/L.21 on behalfofthe Groupof 77and.  If those trends continued, very soon not even the
China, drew particular attention to the tenth preambularealthiest countries in the world would be able to afford
paragraph and to paragraphs 2, 5 and 14. She expres$edcost of reconstruction of their economies and their
the hope that the Committee would lend its support to tlsecial fabric. The only way out was for all countries to

draft resolution. reduce their vulnerability to natural hazards by investing
in disaster prevention and making disaster reduction an

Agenda item 97: Macroeconomic policy questions essential element of Government policy. A truly global,

(continued (A/C.2/54/L.25) interdisciplinary and multisectoral approach needed to be

taken to the problem. In that regard, three initiatives had
been undertaken within the context ofthe Decade. Thefirst
initiative, the RiskAssessment Tools for Diagnosis of

(a) High-level international intergovernmental
consideration of financing for development

(continueq Urban Areas against Seismic Disasters, had been carried
Draft resolution on high-level international out by the secretariat with financial and technical support
intergovernmental consideration of financing for from the Government of Japan. The second initiative
developmenA/C.2/54/L.25) related to improved early warning capacities for natural

2. Mr. Talbot (Guyana), introducing draft resolutionand environmental disasters, while the third initiative
A/IC.2/54/L.25 on behalf of the Group of 77 and Chind¢€lated to the international community’s efforts to reduce
drew particular attention to paragraphs5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and e impact of the El Nifio phenomenon.

He expressed the hope that the draft resolution wowd  Thereportcontainedin document A/53% provided
constitute a basis for agreementon further steps to be takgfple insight into the opportunities for realizing effective
in the high-level international intergovernmentadjisasterreduction in relationtoElNifioand La Nifia, given

consideration of financing for development. the available scientific knowledge and technology
accumulated around the world in many sectors. In that

Agenda item 100: Environment and sustainable regard, the firstintergovernmental seminar on the 1997/98
development(continued El Nifio event had been held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in
(b) International Decade for Natural Disaster November 1998. The Declaration of Guayaquil, adopted
Reduction (A/54/497, A/54/136-E/1999/89, at the end of the seminar, had called upon the United
A/54/132-E/1999/80, A/54/132/Add.1- Nations to assess the feasibility of establishing an
E/1999/80/Add.1, A/54/135-E/1999/88: international centre for the research of the El Nifio
AIC.2/54/4) phenomenon. Unfortunately, international financing in that

regard was not forthcoming. Yet, the investment needed

3. Mr.Boulle (Director, Secretariatofthe Internationak,, s,ch a centre was very small when compared to the
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction), introducing thﬁ(ely damage of the next El Nifio.

reports of the Secretary-General on International Decade . ) )
for Natural Disaster Reduction: successor arrangemefits 1€ main ofective of the International Strategy for

(A/54/497) and international cooperation to reduce tH¥iSaster Reduction was to enable communities to become

impact of the EI Nifio phenomenon (A/54/135), said th4€Silient to natural hazards and to geed from an
approach of protection against hazards to one of risk
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management. It was structured around four main themieansfer technology to developing countries with respect
for action, namely, public awareness approacheas;disaster reduction. The Secretary-General should also
community and public commitment; the establishment tdke all the action ecessary for the establishment of the
disaster resilient communities; and the reduction of socimternational centre for research of the EI Nifio
economic losses from disasters. The goals of the intéthenomenon in Ecuador.

agency_taskforce_fo_rdisaster reduct_ion would be to devifg_ The Decade had helped to highlight the fact that
strategies and policies for the reduction of natural hazarqg, entive action could reduce the devastation caused by
|dent|fygapsm_eX|st|ng _poI|C|es and programmes; enSuRGyra| disaster. The challenge now facing the
cor_nplementanty of actlo_n by agencies; provide IOOIIf%ternational community was howto intensify its action to
guidance to the Secretariat and convene ad hoc meetingg,,ce the effects of natural disasters and thereby help

of experts on disaster reduction-related issues. It was vi I'eady vulnerable developing economies to achieve
to ensure that the task force covered all members of t §stainable development
g

global disaster reduction constituencies, includin o _ _
organizations of the United Nations system, members bt. Ms. Paivoke (Finland), speaking on behalf of the

civil society, in particular from the scientific community,European Union and Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
and regional representatives. Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania,

Ms. Critchl i behalf of th Slovakia and Slovenia, as well as Cyprus and Malta, said
’ s. Critchlow (Guyana), speaking on behalf of t &he European Union agreed with the main goals for the

G_ro_up Of_ ” ?”d Chma,_sald that 90 per c_ent of d'sasﬁ%plementation of the International Strategy for Disaster
victims lived in d_ev_elopmg countries. A S|_ngle haturag duction and agreed with the Secretary-General that the
dlsaste_:r could eliminate years of economic _growth a rategy should serve as a platform for cooperation for
result in tremendous human loss and suffering. Naturglo, gicient and complementary efforts in disaster
disast_ers were striking \.Nith. increasing f_requenc_y aMftevention and mitigation. Thestessor arrangementsto
severity, yet the contnbunqn of the internation he International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
community to emergency aid funds had decreas%(bNDR) should renain under the direct authority of the

significantly in comparison to previous decades. T nder-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs.
effects of natural disasters could be mitigated through a

proactive and concerted approach with the involvement €.  Establishing the proposed task force for disaster
all sectorsin planning, preparedness, prevention, relief afgfluction would not be easy, given the need to take into
rehabilitation. More importantly, that issue should baccount existing and emerging inter-agency platforms,
treated by the international community in the context §uch as the Environment Management Group. The
sustainable development rather than as a humanitari@#fcessor to IDNDR must be able to develop and foster the
concern. The Group of 77 and China therefore full§ynergiescreated duringthe Decade and maintain the high
Supported the Secretary_Genera|’S view that insuﬁicieﬁfioritygiven tothatissueinthe economic and social fields
investment in disaster reduction led to much higher cogt§@whole. The successful functioning of the task force was

for humanitarian assistance and reconstruction. key to the implementation of natural disaster strategy for

. . the twenty-first century.
8. Governments of developing countries had been

making efforts at the national level to implement thé3. The European Union supported the Secretary
Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action. Some States h&gneral’s proposals for the secretariat of the International
even established International Decade for Natural Disasfeifategy and agreed that the new arrangement should be
Reduction committees or focal points. However, thod€viewed at the next session of the General Assembly.
programmes were being implemented with very limitefiinally, it welcomed the report of the Secretary-General
financial resources. She therefore urged the internatiord the EINifio phenomenon; a better understanding of that
community to increase its financial assistance to natuf¥i€nomenon would enable Dbetter preparation and
disaster reduction programmes. mltlgatlon of its hazardous effects.

9. The Group of 77 and China endorsed the Secretad#- Mr. Farrar (United States of America) said that, as
General's recommendation for the establishment of &nhe International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
inter-agency secretariat on natural disaster reduction bgame to a close, his Government commended all who had
January 2000. It also urged the international communi§rked together to increase worldwide awareness of the
to increase its financial contributions to the NaturdMmportance ofnatural disaster mitigation and reduction in
Disaster Reduction Trust Fund and further develop a$@Vving lives and property. As a result of the Decade, the
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international community was more aware that natur@D. Mr. Escanero (Mexico), speaking on behalf of the

disasters were a major threat to social and econonRo Group, said that the experience gained during the
stability and that disaster prevention was the main lon®ecade had highlighted the urgent need to move from a
term solution to that threat. reactive approach to an integrated strategy for facing

15. The primary ojective ofthe follow-up tothe Decade Natural disasters, with a greater emphasis on prevention.

should be toimplementthe priorities recognized during tHe£€0rdingly, the members of the Rio Group were working
Decade in practical ways. His delegation was pleased 24} the regional level to formulate specific proposals for

the Economic and Social Council had recognized the vitdftion in the areas of prevention, early warning,
role of natural disaster reduction in sustainabl@tigation, rehabilitation and reconstruction. They had

development strategies. It also expressed gratitude to f{8° 10ined with the European Union in a programme
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs@/Med at enhancing the capacity of the most vulnerable
(OCHA) and UNDP for their cooperation in the GlobaFfOuntries to confront disasters.

Disaster Information Network initiative. 21. The General Assembly must ensure that earlier

16. Thegrowingimpactofnaturaldisastersdemonstrat%%wl_u“on? akr:d Ehe reso_lutlonz anopt?dCat th?l recent
the need to advance mitigation efforts in the areas pfssion o the Economic an oclal Louncii were

hazard mitigation science and technology, education ar)¢ plementded SO that tlr:jose v_aluab_lri mFlzt_lagves In natuhratlj
training, monitoring and early warning and promotin Isaster reduction would continue. The Rio Group attache

mitigation as an integral part of economic developmen reat importance to t_he establlshrr_l~ent of an international
o centre for research into the El Nifio phenomenon. The

17. Ameasure of the progress of civilization in the nexynited Nations should continue to play a crucial role in

millennium would be the degree to which the worlgjealing with natural disasters by providing guidelines and

community used science and technology to improve thgordination between national disaster prevention and
quality of life of people everywhere. Addressing thepijtigation agencies.

scourge of natural disasters which had afflicted humani%
t

for countless generations was a worthy goal for a new ef&> Mr. Kolby (Norway) said that natL_JraI dlsast_ers ha_d
e mostdevastating effects on developing countries, which

18. Mr. Nebenzia (Russian Federation) noted withhad weak infrastructures, and which lacked the capital
satisfaction the progress achieved in strengtheratignal needed for reconstruction and rehabilitation. Although
capacity in early warning, damage assessment ag@asters had traditionally been referred to as “acts of
mitigation, scientific and applied research, angogd”, the Decade had raised awareness of the possible
dissemination Of technical information. The Contributioﬁonnections between environmenta| degrada“on Caused by
of the Scientific and Technical Committee, the Office foryman activity and such events; further research might
the COOI‘dinatiOI’l Of Humanitarian Af‘fail’s, UNDP, UNEPShOW that the term “natura| disaster” was a misnomer_
and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) hadyhijle contingency planning and early warning were
also been considerable. crucial for short-term prevention, in the long term,

19. In recent years an increase in large-scale natufaistainable development could have a real impact on
disasters had been witnessed, and human and matedigpster prevention.

losses had grown considerably. In 1998 alone, over 50,0989 One of the most important lessons learned from the
people had died as a result of natural disasters, and fhgcade was that coordination among all actors was
economic damage had been enormous. Bearing thateigsential, both in emergency response and in planning for
mind, his delegation believed that it wascassary t0 prevention. Governments carried the prime responsibility,
continue United Nations activities in that area after 200§yt the best results could be achieved only if the
to place greater emphasis on prevention and reduction@fernational community formed a partnership at all levels.
natural disasters and environmental catastrophes ast&g Decade had also helped to put prevention and early
indispensable component of sustainable developmefdrning on national and international political agendas
strategies, and to assist in strengthening nationghd had created a culture of prevention in many countries.
capacities. There was a growing need to involve neNew and more widely available technology could alter the
technologies, an tothat end, the international communiyture of disaster reduction and life-saving advances in

must exchange experience, information, research ap@nitoring, analysis and communication should be
training and involve national emergency responsgyrsued.

agencies.
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24. Norway supported the proposed ceessor recover years of lost economic growth resulting from the
arrangement to the Decade. While designated agenadimpact of El Nifio.

should exercise their individual responsibilities fog0 During the next millennium, the United Nations

|mpl_ementat|on_, po_llcydevelopmentanq cooe_dlon MUSL -~ should continue to serve as the central forum for discussion
rest in a collective inter-agency authority. His delegatlogf the universal problem of natural disasters and

therefore supportedthe idea of establishing an inter-agengy . ation of comprehensive policies and multisectoral
secretariat for disaster reduction within the Office for th rategies linked to targets for economic growth and

Coordinat_ion of Human@tarian Affairs; it also SUPPOTte, stainable development. His delegation endorsed the
the establishment of an inter-agency task force to provide, ,,q 515 contained in Economic and Social Council
policy guidance and facilitate dialogue. resolution 1999/63, in particular the ones regarding the
25. Thepeople mostvulnerableto natural disasters wergtablishment of an inter-institutional mechanism within
the poor, who hatimited means to avoid losses. Withoutthe United Nations system for natural disaster reduction
greater attention from policy makers and more supportfand the continuation of the functions of thEBNDR
disaster prevention, many developing countries would ne¢cretariat.

be able to overcome disaster situations. The Decade had
enhanced understanding ofthe measures needed to miti ?{Sn
the consequences of natural disasters. The curr%[g
challenge wastotranslate the lessons learned intxpol
and economic commitments.

Ecuador was very satisfied with the way the El Nifio
omenon was being dealt with within the United
tions system and with the advances that had been made
in scientific understanding of the phenomenon. The first
Meeting of Intergovernmental Experts on El Nifio held at
26. Mr. RafiqulHaque (Bangladesh) said thatthere wassuayaquil, Ecuador, hathter alia, called for immediate

a growing effort to move from accepting disasters asction to assess the feasibility of establishing an
inevitable natural phenomena to finding ways that humamternational centre for the research of the El Nifio
and technological intervention could minimize losseghenomenon;that study had been conducted by WMO and
Insufficient investment in disaster preparedness led tioe Government of Ecuador and it would be distributed
higher costs for humanitarian assistance ardlring the current session as an official document. The
reconstruction, and therefore, disaster prevention was moreernational centre would work in closédlaboration with
cost-effective than response. regional and global centres to improve predictability and

27. Tangible gains from the Decade included maki itigate the_negativ_e impac_ts O_f_EI Nifio, as weI_I as to
policy support a priority, better threat assessment, bet rowde the international scientific community with all

integration of disaster mitigation in overall developmerfivailable information. lts budget would egeive
strategy, more information on natural hazards arf@ntributions from the Government of Ecuador as well as

improved education on disaster reduction. Anothdiomtheinternational community. Ecuador hopedthatthe

important accomplishment was the increased awaren&ddted Nationsandthe international communityin general
of the value of prevention. A large part of losses fron¥ould support the establishment of the centre.

disasters were indirect, in the form of interruption ir82. The Group of 77 and China would be presenting the
economic activity, joblessness and lowered productivityext of a draft resolution on follow-up to implementation

. . . fGeneral Assembly resolutions 52/200 and 53/185 and
28. Hisdelegation belie that the momentum generaf®
8 is delegatio leved € momeniumgene resolution 1999/46 ofthe Economic and Social Council.

the Decade must be maintained. It supported tf .
g)écre?[ary?(seieral’s recommendation for a m%ihanis Et8uador hoped thatthe draftresolution would be approved
coordinate inter-agency planning and implementation consensus.
natural disaster reduction, and agreed that disasB3. Mr. Staehelin (Observer for Switzerland) said that
prevention should be linked tothe conclusions ofthe globtde International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
conferences ofthe 1990s. Elly, there should be sufficient had helped to measure the impact of disasters in terms of
resource commitments from development partners to relags of life and human suffering, and the considerable cost
the full benefits of the wisdom gained during the Decadefresponding todisasters and emergencysituations. It had
29. Mr. Aleman (Ecuador) said that, while naturalalso servedtobroaden awareness ofthe needtosetin place

vernment measures. Switzerland attached great
ortance to the continuation of the work that had been
gne during the Decade. At the substantive session of the

disasters affected rich and poor countries alike, developi_ﬁ’
countries suffered more from the long-term consequend
of such events. Ecuador, for example, was attempting
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Economic and Social Council held in July 199®B7. Mr.Oztirk (Turkey)saidthatitwasthe seriousness

Switzerland had stated that an effective coordinatiomith which disaster mitigation was approached that

mechanism to promote the managementof natural disastéesermined the extent of human and economic loss and
should be established within the United Nations systemdamage. Disaster mitigation was the wide range of
of the year 2000. Such a structure should take accountioferconnected activities which, when integrated into all

the national and international dimensions of naturalspects of a society’s development, collectively reduced
disasters. The desire had been expressed that that society’s vulnerability. Those aspects ranged from
mechanism should function as a centre of expertise andlanlding codes to nation-wide contingency plans. Just as
inter-organizational focal point, and should not havenportant as having reliable building codes was the
operational responsibility. effectiveness ofthe laws enforcing them and the stringency

34. His delegation had played an active part in th&th which those laws were applied.

debates within the Economic and Social Council, and h&8. In 1999, hurricanes, cyclones, floods and earthquakes
co-sponsored theresolution that was adopted unanimousigd claimed thousands of lives and caused billions of
The objectives set outin thereport ofthe Secretary-Genedallars of damage in Turkey, &ece, Mexico and Taiwan.
(A/54/497) covered most of Switzerland’s concerns, but dsirkey itself and the world at large had learned much in
far as the composition of the inter-agency task force wascent years about disaster reduction. The earthquake
concerned Switzerland considered thatthe appointmenidiich had struck Turkey that past summer had revealed
representatives of civil society should be undertaken by teerious inadequaciesin the country’s level of preparedness.
scientific community of their respective countries and ndo matter what that level of preparedness, it would have
by the former Scientific and Technical Committeebeen difficult to cope with an earthquake of such
Furthermore, the composition ofthe Secrigieshould take magnitude and duration in such a densely populated area;
greater account of the diversity of the Members of theowever, there was no doubt but that had building codes
United Nations. been implemented more strictlyand emergency plans been

35. Mr. Lewis (Antigua and Barbuda), speaking Orpetter articulated, the consequences would have been less

behalf ofthe Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) saig're'

thattheisland nations ofthe Caribbean were experienci@g. Turkey was grateful to the United Nations system,
some of the worst storm seasons in history, and thamd to the Bretton Woods institutions, as well as to
member nations in other regions had not been sparedlividual countries and other organizations which had
either. In many island nations storm insurance costs wdrelped. The United Nations must continue to offer both
prohibitively high, and in some, insurance against naturatganizational and material support to Member States.
disasters was simply not available. Natural disasters wérerkey was pleased to have received so mugpart for

of concern toall countries, but caused particular uneasinéise Turkish-Greek draft resolution on cooperation in
in small island developing States whose size, isolatioastablishing a joint emergency response capability to
narrowresource base and dependence on vulnerable seatorsplement the humanitarian and emergency response
such asagriculture and tourism leftthem severely exposagistems of the United Nations.

It was imperative for island nations to avoid or reduce th Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) said that after suffering

impact of natural disasters, and they had therefore begn .\, hatyral disasters, Colombia had adopted a permanent
very appreciative of the work done under the auspices gt 41a4y of prevention: it had had a national system for

the Decade, which had done much toraise awareness a8\ enting and dealing with disasters since 1988, and in
build a culture of prevention. 1997 had adopted a national plan containing policies,
36. The member countries of AOSIS believed that aactions and programmes as well as financial, educational
immediate requirement was to determine what preventiasad research aspects. Colombia had also increased its
actions might be available, especially for the mosiooperation with other countriesin thetin American and
vulnerable and disaster-prone nations. Advanced eafaribbean region.

warning systems using data derived from satellite sourcgs Turning to the International Decade for Natural

alnd d!ssemmate? over tkhe Intertnet w;reteSfentlatl. :)tl' Baster Reduction, he said that resolution 1999/63 of the
also important to make greater efiorts to establisi onomic and Social Council represented the basic

contingency planning and other preparedness measukBsmework for the Second Committee. Natural disaster

In all such activities, cooperation at a national, regiongly,,ctjon should continue to figure under consideration of
and international levels was vital.
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issues relating to environment and sustainabfb. At the regional level, the Economic and Social
development. It should be an integral part of th€ommission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) had
sustainable development strategies designed bythe Unibedanized a regional workshop on flood control and
Nations and by other international organizations. Thrmanagement and, in cooperation with tB&DR Action
relationship between the two was evident: if more mond3lan 1988-1999, had held a regional meeting on Risk
was invested in prevention, less would have to be paid Reduction and Society in the Twenty-first Century in
humanitarian assistance and reconstruction and th&®ngkok in February 1999. The Asian Disaster
would be that much more available for sustainablereparedness Centre at the Asian Institute of Technology
development policies. in Bangkok provided many Asian countries with assistance

42. The United Nations should be given thezessary in capacity-building for natural disaster management and

impetus to continue with its work through the definitior €/1€f Planning.

of clear guidelines. Colombia supported the establishmeti. Lastly, at the international level, Thailand would be
of an inter-agencytask force to work on a permanent basisiong the sponsors of the draft resolution on emergency
on matters related to natural disaster reduction nesponse to disasters. Despite its limited financial
cooperation with regional representatives and memberge$ources, the Government had allocated a small portion
the scientific and technical community. Given thefits annual budgettohumanitarian assistance, in cash or
complexity of natural phenomena, his Governmentwishéd kind, for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of
to emphasize the need to strengthen the culture ajuntries and territories affected by natural disasters.

preventionandearlywarningthroughthedevelopmentaﬁq Mr. Don Nanjira (World Meteorological

transfer_ oftechn_ol_ogy, aswell as t_hrough k_)etter educati(’@rg‘ganization (WMO)) said thatthe debate had emphasized
professional trammg_and public |r_1f_ormat|on. In order_ ®wo fundamental imperatives. One was the prevention of
strengthen the national capacities of all countriega i ral disasters, together with the elements of prediction,

especially developing countries, to respond effectively monitoring, earlywarning and preparedness, and the other

the negative impacts of the El Nifio phenomenon, it Wag, s o ynership of natural disaster reduction measures by

necessary to increase tech_nical gnd financigl assist_ar“;]% most vulnerable strata of society. Empowerment of
and tq str_engthen the relatl_onsh|p betv_veen mtemat'(_)%&al populations and local communities to deal
organizations and the various agencies of the United, joontiy with natural disasters was one of the most
Nations system in order to improve knowledge about ange +ive tools by which loss of life, damage to property and
control of the El Nifio phenomenon. destruction of national economies would be reduced. Inthe
43. Mr.Kasemsarn(Thailand) said thatthe Decade haghost-Decade era, encouragement should be given toraising
done much to heighten public awareness of the risksmiblic awareness of natural disaster prevention and
natural disasters and the need for concerted effortsnitigation by utilizing local communities and their own
lessen their impact and that scientific and technologicstiructures, as well as to increased observance of the
advances had markedly increased the capacities of ednliternational Day for Natural Disaster Reduction and the
warning systems. It was therefore vital to sustain tHellest use of scientific and technical expertise in disaster
progress generated by the Decade through the creatiomegfuction.

an Inter-agency Secretariat and Task Force. 48. The commitment of the WMO'’s to natural disaster

44. His Government had established a natural disasteitigation and prevention was clear. It played an active
reduction programme with a focusing on flood contralole in international efforts to reduce and prevent the
projects and water resource development. Becausggative effects of natural disasters, three quarters ofwhich
disasters, whether natural or man-made, entailed sociadre related tolomate and the weather. Its action had
disruption and environmental degradation, Thailandiacluded capacity-building through training, seminarsand
disaster prevention strategies had been incorporated ietlucation for disaster-prone countries, institutions and
the country’'s current five-year economic and socigeoples; activities to promote public awareness of the
developmentplan. The national strategyinvolved trainingiportance of disaster prevention; the adoption of a plan
volunteers, disseminating information through the mediaf action for the Decade; and the implementation of
incorporating the issue into school curriculums an@eneral Assembly resolutions and resolutions of the
promoting the participation of local authorities andconomicand Social Council on natural disaster reduction.
communities. Itwould continue to undertake natural reduction activities
in member States and to collaborate with other bodies
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within and outside the United Nations system in theewsletter IDNDR Informs, the IDNDR Web site (http://
provision of tropical cyclone forecasting and warningyww.idndr.org) and the International Day for Natural
servicestothe public, assisting national meteorological abisaster Reduction had increased public awareness of
hydrological services in performing their roles in disastaratural disasters. In particular, the Caribbean countries had
reduction and prevention; and maintaining closeenefited from seminars offered by the Government of
cooperation with the Decade secretariat. France and by the IDNDR secretariat. The close
49. Ms. Durrant (Jamaica) said that one of the majopooperation betwee_nDNDR and the Caribbea_n Disaster
achievements of the International Decade for Naturdf'd Emergency Relief Agency had also contributed to the

Disaster Reduction had been the replacement of tHiegd!on’s efforts to address disaster reduction.

traditional pecemeal approach to natural disasters by &8. As a small island developing State, Jamaica had

integrated approach involving better contingency planninguffered from natural disasters such as hurricanes and
improved risk assessment and loss estimation andearthquakes. Its effortstoaddressthose problemshadbeen
community-based participatory approach to natural disastersed on the realization that losses could have been
reduction. reduced through optimum use of available technology and

50. Asthe Secretary-General had noted in his report giﬁientific data, ri_g_idlyenforced engineering standa_rds and
the work ofthe Organization, 1998 had been the worst ye L€ vulnerability assessment at the community and

on record for weather-related natural disasters (A/54/'1atlorlal levels. Her Government had long since launched

para. 2). The rebuilding of economies and infrastructur@8 integrated m!tlgatlon programme focusmger_aha,

had set many countries back by decades in thélP ﬂ_OOd mapping, automz_;lted and community flood
development efforts. Small island States were particuIar‘f\ﬁ/‘”"mmgS and public education.

vulnerable because of their size and the fact that many®f. The United Nations system should continue to play
them were dependent on a single crop or industry. Sheleadership role in disaster reduction, particularly by
therefore welcomed Economic and Social Councdromoting dialogue between the developed and developing
resolution 1999/63 and hoped that the resolution adopteountries, raising political awareness of the impact of
by the General Assembly at its current session wouttisasters on development and facilitating critical contact
extend the role of the Decade into the twenty-first centurwith the insurance industry, the World Bank and other
The successor arrangements were arecognition of the ndedelopment banks. Further progress would require
to ensure that disaster preparedness, reduction gbovernments, non-governmental organizatioN&Qs)
awareness were integrated into the sustainatdaedinternationalorganizationsto create aglobalcoalition
development strategies of the United Nations and othierorder fullyto address theimpact of natural disasters. Her
international organizations. delegation therefore endorsed the strategy, “A safer World

51. Her delegation supported the establishment of ip.the Twenty-first Century: Risk and Disaster Reduction”.

inter-agency task force and was pleased that the existisy. Mr. Alfeld (South Africa) said that although South
inter-agency secretariat function wouldt&intained; she Africa was a relative newcomer to the field of disaster
hopedthatthe Trust Fund for the International Strategy foelief, it was wholeheartedly committed to the aims and
Disaster Reduction would receive the contributions needebdjectives of the Decade. Two years previously, his
for the secretariat to work effectively. As the Secretarysovernment had initiated a disaster management policy
General had noted, the world had experienced three tintesiew process that had resulted in new legislation, to be
as many great natural disasters in the 1990s as in r®mulgatedin early 2000, which would changeits current
1960s; while emergency aid funds had declined by 40 peractive approach to one based on vulnerability reduction,
cent in the past five years alone (A/54/1, para. 4). Thmeitigation and preparedness.

provisi(_)n ofresources in that c_riticz_al_ area was one way %. The Decade had established a solid foundation for a
promoting  long-term  sustainability by equippingy, isectoral, interdisciplinary approach to natural disaster
d_evelopmg countries to deal with the effects of natur‘?njeduction. However advocacy and capacity-building efforts
disasters. had had less impact in Africa than in some other regions.
52. The objectives of advocacy, policy development anlthile some African countries had succeeded in developing
coordination established in theODNDR action plan disaster reduction policies and strategies, as reflected in
1998-1999 had been useful, particularly at the regiontie various national assessments carried out at the end of
level. The Quarterly Magazine, STOP Disasters, tlthe Decade, much remained to be done. Regional
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mechanisms for coordination, cooperation, informatioink between disaster prevention and reduction and
exchange, advocacy and training — not necessarily in teestainable development.

form ofregional centres —were urgentlyneeded. Hehopgq  pegpite its limited resources, his Government was

that the successor arrangements would speed WByoayouring to address such situations through the
consultations in that regard and that symposium would Qtional civil defence committee, which included

held in order to develop a concrete African plan of aCt'o_lrbépresentatives ofvarious sectors of society. Countries such

andto developr_ealistic policigsforstrengthe_:ned capacitlg his own urgently needed modern technology for
at the local, national, subregional and regional levels. capacity-building and for the establishment of an early
57. Hisdelegation fully supported Economic and Socialarning system. He therefore welcomed the fact that the
Council resolution 1999/63 and considered that tHeeclaration ofthe International Systems for the Reduction
successor arrangements must build on the momentum arfidNatural Disasters Conference on Early Warning, held
institutional capacity of DNDR in order to ensure a swift in Potsdam in September 1998, included a recom iatéord
transition to the proposed international Strategy fdorthe preparation ofan action planand specific guidelines
Disaster Reduction without threatening the hard-won gaife an integrated, multisectoral process involviirger

of the developing world. In order for the proposed interalia, sociologists, economists, politicians and scientificand
agency secretariat and task force to maintain thechnical organizations. However, that could not be done
multidisciplinary, intersectoral character of the currentithout the cooperation of the countries which possessed
secretariat, they should be established under the diréteé necessary technologies. International assistance was
authority ofthe Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarisealso needed in order to develop public education
Affairs and should exist in distinct, independent entitieprogrammes and natural disaster simulations.

His delegation particularly welcomed the provision for thgz_
establishment of the two bodies on a temporary basis_ c?mmunity for the natural disaster relief and other
that States and stakeholders could reflect on the eVOIV'H?sistance that they had provided to his country.

nature of disaster reduction and make any institutiona . ) ) ]
changes required. 63. Mr. Taddei (San Marino) said that just as most

. . d dth ’ natural disasters were, in fact, the result of human activity,
58. Hisdelegationen orsedt eSecretf;t]ry-Generals man intervention could do much to prevent or mitigate
for a culture of prevention and for the removal of i effects; it was time to move from a culture of reaction

institutional barr_lerg.fto bundfmlgd_the cross-culturagy e of prevention, through a clear assessment of the
cooperation required for suessiul disaster prevem'on:causes of natural disasters, taking into account the

The proposed International Strategy for Disaster Reduc“%nsequences of climate change, and a holistic approach
was one example ofthat approach and deserved the fullesiying not only disaster reduction strategies, but also

support of all stakeholders. poverty alleviation and social and economic development.
59. Theexpertiseandtechnologyneededtosignifican%yL Her delegation agreed with the International

reduce the risks posed by r_1&_1tura| _disasters existed, W%mmittee of the Red Cross that effective prevention
was neede_d was th_e polmcal will “to tranSform_thaétrategiesshouldassessvulnerabilityand prepare for future
knowledge into effective action that would reduc_e_rlsk ac}isasters in those areas; link national and international
thelevel ofthe poorest, most vulnerable communities. Higo 5 o ness programmes: address the problem proactively
Government pledged to assist in that endeavour. rather than reactively. Also of interest were the approach
60. Mr. OrtegaUrbina (Nicaragua) said that Nicaraguaadopted by UNDP; United Nations Educational, Scientific
was the Central American country most vulnerable tnd Cultural Organization (UNESCO) efforts to create a
natural disasters, including earthquakes, hurricanesilture of disaster prevention; the Geneva Mandate on
floods, torrential rains and volcanic eruptions. Thodeisaster Reduction and the strategy “A Safer world in the
disasters resulted in loss of life, and caused consideraBlest century: risk and disaster reduction”; and the
damage to crops and livestock, the basis of the countrgigreement on regional cooperation on natural disasters that
economy, in 1998, for example,uHicane Mitch had had been signed at the recentsuit of theAssodgation of
wiped out years of productive and social infrastructur@aribbean States in April 1999.

development. His Cf;overr;]ment thereflore enfdorsed tB8. His delegation also supported the Mexican proposal
conclusions drawn from the 1994 World Conference iy, o preparation of national listings of civil protection
Natural Disaster Reduction, particularly with respecttothg o o ni ations, updated inventories of available resources

Lastly, he thanked the United Nations and the donor
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and handbooks on the effective management of
international cooperation, which was an essential
component of disaster response. In that regard, the
European Centre for Disaster Medicine in San Marino, had
organized forums, panels, meetings and discussions onthe
topic of natural disaster prevention, relief and mitigation.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
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