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I. INTRODUCTIS{

1. In the course of its forty-third session the General Assembly will consider
whether the decade of the L990s should be declared a fourth United Nations
development decade and whether an international development strategy should be

pt.p"t-d for that, decade. By resolutlon 42/L93 of 11 Decenbet L987, lt requested
information relevant to these matters, as well as to the assessment of the
Interaational Development Strategy for the decade of the 1980s.

Z. The pre6ent report was prepared by the Department of Interaational Economic

and Social Affairs after consultitions with senior officials of the Unlted Nations
system. The various units and agencies of the system were also asked for written
observations on the subject. Ttre documents received in resPonse are too loag and

nlnerou6 to be appended in fulf, and it is inpossible to reflect in a short rePort
the rich variety of the observations contained therein. Ttre present report see*s,
however, to reflect the views erpressed and cites the source when agencies are
guoted verbatim. Anner I contains a list of the ent,ities that responded in writing.

3. At the meeting of the Administrative Conrmittee on Co-ordlaation (ACC), held
on 20 and 21 April 1988, heads and deputy heads of organs and organlzatioas of the
United Nations system discussed the subject of a nert international development
strategy. ft was agreed that the conclusions emerging from that discussion - rhich
suggest broad suPPort for a new strategy - should be reflected in the present
report,, the text of the decision adopted by ACC is contained ia anner II.
Annexes III and IV contain 6ome observatiols on deve!.opments lu the L980s aad the
prospect3 for th€ 1990s, to which reference is made in the tert.

II. TIIE PURPOSE OF A NEW INTERNATIO|AL DE\IELOPMENT STRATEGY

4. The usefulness of a new international develognent strategy I's geuerally seen

to depend on whether an appropriate form, significantly different frorn the I'ast one

and meaaingful in the contert of the present situation in the world €co[omfr can be

found.TtreStrategpzforthepresentdecadewasquicklyoutdatedbythe
unantlcipated wors"oi"g of the international economic situation, which made many of
its targ-ts irrelevant. It is also questionable whether its adoption by consensus

expressed a meaningful and realistic commitment of Governnents to pursue the stated
objectives.

5. The current international clinate is not very favourable to another
negotiation of this kindl there is a sense of deep uncertainty about the future of
the world economy and the lirnits to multilateral co-operation are seen as being
narron. T5us, the difficulty of the undertaking should not be mlnimized, and som€

agencies underline that the credibility of the United Nations system in the
economic and social fields can be partially restored, or further impaired, bY a
third international development strategy exercisei it is a risky eaterprise which
demands the most serious attention.
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6' on the other hand, it is generally recognized that there is a genuine need fora more long-term view in nat,ional and international undertakings. rn the presenttroubled circumstances of the world economy, short-term adjustment problems
overshadow longer-term PersPectives, which are none the less essential. TheEconomic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean offered the following
commentt

"rn spite of the doubts which may be entertained with regard to the scope andcontents of a new strategry, a number of factors argue in its favour. First ofall, the adoption of economic policies by a particutar group of countries nowhas a greater irnpact t'han ever before. Secondly, the formulation of a newstrategy could provide an excell.ent opportunity for rethinking the role whichthe multilateral system should play in the 1990s. Thirdly, preparing such astrategy wouLd provide a good opportunity for restoring the long-term timehorizon' which is an essential reguirement for tacklint the ta6k of
development.,,

7 ' Governrnents have to take long-term views. Their investments in infrastrucbureare not for tomorrow but for a generation, and they have to prepare for growingpopulations' new technologies, and aew hazards to human survival. As the economiesof the world are more interdependent than ever, Governments have good reason totake a joint I'ook at the future. Economic slowdown has not prevented spect,acular
Progress in terecommunications in the recent decade, and the progress of scienceand technology is as imnutable as that of population. A conunon look at theimplications of these and other trends is caLled for. And a strategy would alsoprovide a common framework for international organizations and help to ensure thattheir activities are consistent and mutuarly support,ive.

8' The preparation and negotiation of a strategy for the 1990s could thus beuseful as an occasion for Government,s to take stock of long-term prospects of vitalimportance, and to commit themselves to objectives and priorities in internationar
economic co-operation. In the view of the United Nations Office at Vienna,

"The preparatory process should be used to strengthen, within a coherentmurti-sectoral framework, the international consenaus that has already emergedin various forums, whether sectoral, specialized, or concentrating on singleissues. "

9' A separate review and assessment of the rnternat,ional Development Strategy forthe present decade is not considered necessary. Such an assessment should be
subsumed under the discussions about a new one. A searching mid-term review, l/has al'ready given fulL at,tention to the changes in the international environmentwhich rendered the targets of the present. Strategy irrelevant. The mid-term reviewalso emphasized the extent to which the basic conceptions of internationa]co-oPeration expressed in the Strategy remained valid. rt is unlikely that a newassessment could add much to the conclusions of the mid-term review, it might bedisruptive rather than constructive. On the other hand, it, will be essentia] toassess the world economic and social situation in the late 19g0s and the prevailingtrends.
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III. THE NEV{ IIORLD ECONOMIC SIIUATIOI

10. There are many reasons for the general agreement that a new strategy will have

to be different from the earlier ones. The debt crisis and the reversal of
resource flows to devefoping countries has created a situation in which adjustment

is for many countries a more irnmediate PreoccuPation than development' The

relative role of the state and the privite sector is under reconsideration in many

parts of the worfd, with significant consequences for the nature of int'ernational
-co-operation in economic and social affairs. The globalization of markets has

weaklned the grip of Governments on national economies. The relevance of
guant,itative targets is widely guestioned as instabifity has become so Pronounced
in the world r"oiory that no singfe scenario for the future is credible' The

diversity of experience in ttre f98Os has made generalizations about developing or

developed countries difficutt to sustain. There is also a greater recognition of
the limits to the understanding of how development is best pursued in individual
countries.

Ll. The two previous Strategy documents essentially focused on measures of
developed countries affect,inf international co-oPeration efforts to support the

development process. It was taken for granted that economic growt'h in the rest of
the world was a lesser problem, that growth in industrial economies would be rapid
enough to sustain development in developing countries, and that their
transformation of produclive ana financial structures would not be disruptive for
other economies.

L2. However, the slowdown in the world economy in the 1980s has shown that the

imbalances among industrial market economies constitute a signal threat to
developing countries. The debts crisis precipitated by the slowdown in world trade'
large orr"rrti"ipated increases in interest ratesr the swing to a net' negative
transfer of resources, and the decline in inports from developing countries have

served to underscore the fundamental interdependence in the worLd ecotromy'

13. Another important issue with a claim to be considered in a world strategy is
raised by the reorientation of international policies in the large
centrally-planned economies and the call for a reconsideration of the concePt of
internationaf economic security.

L4. One conclusion to be drawn from this experience is that a strategy docunent to
be negotiated in Present circumstances should be of global scope and should deal
with the corcerns of both developed and developing countries, as already presaged

in the Final Act of the seventh session of the united Nations conference on Trade

and Development. 2/ None the less, co-operation for international development

should remain a major focus'

L5. Current trends suggest that the l-990s will be a period of transition in the

sense that in the first half of the decade pressures for adjustments may continue

to dominate in virtually all groups of countries (annex III contains a brief note

on this issue). Such adjugtments have far-reaching domestic implications but they

also affect the international economic enviroilnent. It will be a major challenge
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to ensure that these adjustrnent processes do not unduly impair social condit,ionsand the growth of output.

16' Projections for the world economy beyond the adjustment problems and debt,crises that present,ly hobble the world ."ooory reat oD weak foundations. The
ProsPects for the 1990s depend on how and how quickty the debt overhang is reduced,and on the resumption of capital flows to developing countries. scenarios based ondifferent assumptions about' these developments mighi provide a useful basis forinternationar deliberations. According lo the rnternational Monetary Fund,

"rt would be worthwhile to trace the consequences of various approaches, suchas a further large recourse to the exchange rate mechanism or protectionism,recycling of balance-of-palments surpluses, etc., on national andinternat,ional developments. "

17 ' Even assuming that financial constraints will not be crippling, the prospectsfor growth in the worrd economy may be severely limited by contin,r"d 
"tor"-groitt i'the developed market economies. Present expeciations and projections indicategrowth rates of 2.5 to 3 Per cent of total output through the l.ggos. concern aboutthese prospects is general. The !{orrd Bank noies that

"current trends indicate that slower growth which has characterized theinternationar economy during the 1980s will prevail well into the 1990s,aggravating the already serious adjustnent problems of highly indebtedcountries and hampering restoration of their growth ror.rri,,n. The strategyshoufd ProPose specific policy actions aimed at reversing this trend.,,
L8' rn the view of the Economic commission for Europe (EcE),

"the developed market economies in l{estern Europe seem to have becomeaccustomed to a relatively low and in the long run unsustainabLe pace ofeconomic growth. rn the Econornic survey of Europe in 19g7-r9gg this wasqualified as the low growth trap. Given the size and level. of development ofthese countries, this tended to pull down the pace of economic growth not onlyin the ECE region but arso in thi world economy as a whole.,,

L9' A rate of growth of the order projected at present might arlow for thestructuraL transformation and satisfactory improvement of standards of living incountries where the population has ceased to grow rapidly or even tends to decline,but it would not seem sufficient to reduce the high rates of unemployment inwestern Europe. Nor would it drive worLd trade enough to stimulate adequate growthin developing countries relying on out,side demand from the developed marketeconomies' These prospects are examined in the report of the secretary-General tothe Economic and Social Council and to the GeneraL Assembly on the overaLlsocio-econonic perspectives of the worrd economy to the year 2000.

20' rn developing-countries, populations wiLl continue to grow at rates which,although they are for the nost part declining, will remain between 2 and3 per cent' The total output oi the". countries will have to grow substantially
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faster than Ehat in order for them to raise standards of living for their
populations.

2L. The stark challenge to international. development efforts will thus be to find
ways of pronoting development in the face of slow growth in that part of the world
economy which in the Past was the engine of growth.

22. There are opportunities for improving social conditl.ons under economic
austerity (see annex IV for a brief note on the subject,). But there are also
limits to such efforts. As the United Nations Chifdren's Fund (ITNICEE') remarked in
its observabions on the possible nature of a new developnent strategy, the
prospects for slow growth or stagnation in developing countries

"present a major challenge to the world community as it PrePares for the
1990s. This is especially so if our objective for the year 2000 is to
overcome the worst aspects of mass poverty: widespread malnutrition, hunger,
ignoranee and the deaths of nearly 40,000 small children daily. If these
trends continue, per capita income Levels in the least developed countries in
the year 2000 will still be weLl below that of L980 and' for many African
countries, even below that of L970, 30 years earlier.r'

IV. COVERAGE AT{D DESIGDT

23. The consultations within the United Nat,ions system have revealed wide
agreement that a new document should focus on a few setected themes of genuinely
strategic inportance. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
points out that the experience with the strategy for the PresenE decade
"demonstrates the lirnitations inherent in adopting too comPrehensive a strategy,
i.e. one that attempts to cover all major aspects of international economic and
development policy". In the view of the United Nations Office at Vienna, "the
strategy exercise should try to prepare the way for further convergence of views on
major issues of common or wide concern to the international community. This
implies setectivity and focus." In it,s response, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization commented that

"The next strategy should be less rhetorical and more Practical; more modest
in objectives and more ambitious in action:

- instead of covering all, it shouLd focus on a limited nunber of important
problems and priority object,ives;

* it should be more reafistic and take account of the nera circumstances of
the international systemi

- flexibfe mechanisms should be provided for different forurns for discussion
and for negotiation; the private sector, notably transnationals, shoufd
participate. "
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24' However, international co-operation covers a broad range of activities, all ofwhich are recognized as essential by Governments. Strong claims are advanced onstrong grounds for the inclusion and endorsement of sectoral concerns, and thebaLance between sel'ectivity and comprehensiveness is not easity found.

25, A common suggestiou, however, is that one of the themes on which there shouldbe special focus should be poverty and human resourcea devel.opment. ILo sharesthat view:

"The absence of a leading or unifying theme in the last development strategyresulted in a lack of focus [A]n increased emphasis should be placed on
human resources deveropment, as a way to contaio 

"oa 
repel. poverty.,.

26' In the words of the International Fund for Agricultural Develotrxnent ,,it woul.dbe appropriate for a global attack on poverty to become the rnajor theme of thest'rategy". Similarly, the General Agreement on Tariffs and tride (GATT) observesthat "the fighting of poverty is perhaps the most challenging task for aco-operative international effort in the years ahead". Such an enterprise
comprises essential economic elements.

27. In line with such views, one rnight consider a
focusing on key sociaL and econornic object,ives andinternat,ional co-operation and development policy.
specific sectoral issues.

main part of the document
policies relevant to
Subseguent sections night cover

28' The ernphasis in the first part of the st,rategy would fall on deveLopmentobjectives such as alleviation of poverty, health, emplolment, food security, theadvancement of women, population policy, and environmentatly sustainabledevelopment' rn these areas' conaensus on a wide rangte of lssuee has been reachedin the 1980s. The preparation of a ner{ strategy would offer an opportunity tobuild on and to strengthen the con6ensu6 on social concerns and objectlves that hasemerged in many agencies of the united Nations systen and in important regionalagreements, such as the Jakarta Plan of Action on Human Resources Developnentadopted by the Economic and social commission for Asia and the pacific in itsresolution 274 (xlrv) in April. 1988 or the Khartoum Declarat,ion adopted by thernternationar conference on the Human Dinension of African Economic Recovlry inresolution ECA 631 (:qrrr). Environmental concerns are widely expressed, and theEconomic and social commission for lrlestern Asia emphasizes in particular, theemergence of the issue of water, not only as a criiical supply problem but also asa source of conflict.

29 ' The subseguent Parts of the strategy coul.d review domestic and internationalpolicies in a wide variety of areas, iaentirying issues and striving for the widestpossible measure of agreement but refraining from the pursuit of negotiat,ed targetsand solutions where such commitments would not be considered helpful. Those partsshouLd cover t'he areas of money, finance, and tradei ways and means of overcomingthe international debt crisis and of reversing Ehe t,ransfer of resources fromdeveloping countriesi and the strengthening oi tte international t,rading 6ystem.rn addition, a range of sectoral concerns should be recalred, with special emphasison the development, of internat,ional communications and infrastructure facilities.
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v. TARGETS AIID INDICATORS: TIIE NEED FOR TLSKIBILITT

30. Targets can be useful instruments of internat,ional economic co-operation, but
they musi be related to the powers that GovernmentE have. The targets for growth

in the Strategy for the Second Decade became a needless bone of contention: all
Governments wanted growth but encountered overwhelming constraints in pursuing it'

31. On the other haad, the target for official development assistance (ODA)

accepEed by rnost Member States, although in no way binding, has played an important
role in the political process of many countries'

32. Specific targets have also been found useful in sectoral action Programmes
that have been agieed in specialized agencies. The setting of standards by ItO is
an old form of target-setting, and the World Health organization (Wno), [tNIcEr, the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and other agencies have found
target-setting to be an effective approach Eo the spurring of international and

domestic efforts towards well-defined goa1s, such as reducing infant and maternal
mortality. It, is suggested by l{HO that the objective of the next development
decade ,'should Ue a lneasuraltl irnprovennent in the guality of Life of all' peoples in
terms of specific criteria, anong which heatth status, measured by specific
indicators, would be one".

33. In view of the great uncertainty surrounding the overall prospects for the
1990s, attempts to identify rigid targets of growth or growth-related aspects of
development are widtely seen as futile. One agency, GATT, insists that one should
,,Avoid targeting/planning! no quantitative targets, for example ia the areas of
economic growth and trade. No complex system of ambitious gualitative targets.''

34. A strategry for the 1990s, it is agreed, must be flexible. Besides targets'
where these are found appropriate, there night be a new emphasis on agreed

indicators to keep traci of overall progress, and a rnonitoring mechanism to draw

atLention to disturbing developments. Agencies in the united Nations system

already produce a vast variety of indicators and earJ.y warning slgnals that could
be used for this PurPose, aad some kind of monitoring is already Part' of their
mandates.

35. Indicators relevant in this

(a) Of social and economic
emplolment, populationi

(b) Of impending Problems'
environrnental degradation;

(c) Of policy Performance
sectoral objectives.

context might be of different kinds, as follows:

progress - Per capita income, health, nutrition'

such as mounting economic imbalances and

- ODA targets, government spending on various

36. Indicators should refer to relevant aggregates of countries and be limited in
number. Since such indicators are agreed in advance, they should facilitate the
ideneifj.cation of areas calting for joint consideration.
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VI. TIMETABLE

37. If a new strategy document, is to be adopted towards the end of 1990, anextensive process of preparations wiLl have to be undertaken, starting as soon aspossible. It should include consultations with Governnents and planners,
international organizations' non-governmental organizations, and the private sector.
38' A great number of studies would be called for as background to the discussionsabout a new strategy' but if the object,ive of a concise and selective document isto be met' the tenptation to be atl-inclusive must be firmly resisted.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

39. In spite of some hesitation, a new international development strategy is seenas an opportunity to study jointly the prospects ahead and their implicailons, tostrengthea commitments for international economic co-operation in g-neral andinternational deveLopnent ia particular, and to examine major issues in theinternational economic system.

40' The experience of the last Strategy should be considered in the search for anapproach that wouLd be appropriate in the new setting of the world economy.

4L' rn order to be meaningful and capable of raltying international support, a nerilstrategy would have to focus on a lirnited set of essential and realistic objectivesand the poricies called for to meet them. rt should build on sectoral. targets andplans already agreed on rather thaa reopen such issues.

42' rndicators of strategic developments in the world economy should be monitoredto trigger attention aud action whea there are significant aeviatione from thepredicted track.

Notes

Ll official Records of the General Assembly Fortieth Session supplementNo. 48 (A/4O/48), annex.

2/ TDl350 and Corr.L.
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A. United Nations

Department of Technical Co-operation for Development

United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations

Centre for Science and Technology for Development

United Nations Office at Vienna

United Nations Chitdren's Fund

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

Uaited Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Population Fund

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for EuroPe

Economic Comrnission for Latin America and the Caribbean

Economic and Socia1 Conmission for Asia and the Pacific

Economic and Socia1 Conunission for Slestern Asia

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

office of the united Nations lligh Commissioner for Refugees

Wortd Food Council

9lorld Food Programme
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B. Soecialized aqencies and related oroanizat-ions

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

united Nations Educational, scientific and cul.tural organizat,ion

lforld Health Organization

World Bank

International Monetary Fund

l{orld Meteorological Organization

International Maritime Organization

International. Fund for Agricultural Developnent

United Nations Industrial Devel.opment Organization

International Atomic Energy Agency

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade



AI{NEX II

Decision 1988/1: PreParation and elaboration of an international
development strategry for the fourth Uaited
Nat i ann llarrcl orrment Dacade

The Administrative Connittee on Co-ordination, having considered the sEePs to
be taken in implenentation of General Assembly resoluti,on 42/L93 concerning the
preparation and elaboration of the new international development strategy for the
fourth United Nations development decade,

(a) Agreed that:

(i) The adoption of a new international devel.opment strategy is desirable in
view of increasing interdependence and the need to take into account' the
changing circumstances and priorit,ies in the 19908t

(ii) The new strategy should deal with development problens in an integrated
manner and not exclusively in economic term6. The emphasis should be on
human development and the well-being of people, with economic objectives
viewed as a means for achieving the human goals. The process of
preparing a new strategy offers an opportunity to build on and to
st,rengthen the social conc€rns and objectlves that have emerged in the
various organizations of the United Nations systemi

(iii) A new strategy shouLd be global in scope and approach and deal with the
concerns and problems of both developing and developed countries. The
development of developing countries would remaln the najor focus;

(iv) Such a strategy should be formulated in a ftexible manner, in order to
allow for adjustments in the light of changing conditions. In this
context, the organizations of the Unltad Natlone system should give
greater attention to the development of lndicators, particularly in the
social and environmental fields, which would be of great benefit in
preparing and monitoring the strategyi

A/43/376
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A new strategy should give due attention to the development of
infrastructure, particularly transport aad comnunlcations;

The preparation of a strategy would calt for a number of st,udies on
future prospects. In this connection, the ACC task Force on Long-term
Development Objectives should be reguested to review the ongoing work in
the various parts of the system on trends and problems relating to the
1990s, to identify any additional studies that are needed, and to suggest
ways in which those sEudies coufd be prepared through co-operaEive
efforts;

(v)

(vi I
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(b) Noted that the above-mentioned point,s, as well as the issues raisedduring its discussion, constituted a usefut uasis for further work and would betaken into account in the preparation of the report to be submitted in response toAssembly resolutioln 42/Lg3 t

(c) Noted the intention of the Director-General for Development andrnternat'ional Economic co-operation to convene a meeting of senior officials tocarry out further work in the preparation and elaboration of an internationaldevelopment strategy for the fourth united Nations developrnent decader End on someother related issues that would be discussed at its 
"."ooi regular session of l9gg.
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A}INHX III

Adjustment: the L990s as a transition Period

Since current disequilibria will not be substantially reduced before 1990, the
first half of the next decade will, in all probability, continue to be
characterized by major adjustrnents in a large number of developiag and industrial
countries. Ttre reasons for the required adjustments are not the sarne everlmhere.
In many developing countries - particularly in Africa and Latin America - the
objective wiLl continue to be to restore economic growth' achieve a lasting
improvement in their balance-of-payments position, and to widen the scope for
manoeuvre on the domestic front,. In najor industrial countries, the reduction of
trade surpluses and deficits to sustainable levels will remain an important aim.
In several centrally-planned econonies, the adoption of new economic mechanisms and

their implementation will bring substantial adjustments at the domestic level as

well as in their trade Patterns.

In the case of heavily indebted developing countries' recent studies on future
debt profiles indicate that even by 1990 debt-servicing ratios will remain
uncomfortably high. There is also a growing recognition that the debt problem is
not a matter of short-term liquidity needs, the reguired adjustments will need a

considerable tirne span and spill over into the first half of the 1990s.

A major aim of the adjustment process is to unwind the debt overhang and to
restore the external payments position, but since the international environment has

been changing rapidly, it is difficult to know to what environment a country should
adjust to, notably with regard to major exchange rates, world interest rates'
energy prices, and access to markets.

Mediun-term acenarios indicate that in the early 19906, the current account
deficit of the United States of America will still be slzeable. It is desirable
that the narrowiug of the deficit tatre place through increased exports rather than
a cut in imports. At present, the United St,ates absorbs one sixth of world
imports, and more than oae third of manufactured exPorts from developing
countries. But as imports exceed exports by about two thirds, exPorts will have to
grow at least 70 per cent faster than imports for the trade deficit to fall. This
witJ. require major adjustments in the direction of t,rade, and a readiness of United
States trade partners to accommodate large increases of United States exports.

The large current account deficit of the United States is due not only to the
trade deficit, but also to the deficit in Ehe services account arising from
interest payments. The dynarnics of debt accumulation and persistently large
current account deficits can lead to a vicious circle as exemplified by some of the
indebted developing countries. Projections of the United States.current account
deficit indicate that it is unlikely to fatl below $l-00 biLlion before 1990. Debt
would then still accumulate at a considerable pace. This suggests that the lohger
it j.s postponed, the greater the adjr.rstment effort is likely to be.
Correspondingly, it will also require deeper adjustment in other countries.
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Adjustment efforts in the centrally-planned economies are different, in
character. In most countries, particularly the Union of Soviet SocialisE
Republics, inst,itutional changes are essential to the restructuring. The emphasis
is on the reform of economic structures to accelerate the process of
modernization. A common element in these reforns is the emphasis on the foreign
sector.
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AI{NEI( IV

soma indicators of social development in tshe 1980s

Despite the slowdown ia the growth of output in the rnajority of developing
countries, critical social indicators such as life e:Pectancy and school and

university enrolment for men and women coutinued to improve in the first half of
the 1980s (see tables 1 and 2). These indicators are no perfect measures of social
progress, but they encompass a broad measure of change in living conditions.

In the L970s, institutional changes, new policies and growing Per capita
incomes improved social conditions in most developing countries. The effect of
those changes has been felt also in the 1980s. As tables 1 and 2 show, even in
countries or regions in which output has slowed down considerably or stagnated -
€.9., in Africa and Latin America (see table 3) - life exPectancy continued to rise
and the education of both females and males progressed. llortever, in a prolonged
period of economic stagnation and falling per capita incones' such improvements
cannot continue. A1ready, scattered evidence shows that such social indicators as

malnutrition of children have worsened in many countries in the 1980s.

Lower per capita incomes graduatly affect the abiliEy of Governments to
provide health, education and other services. Policies int,roduced in the past may

continue to have a favourable impact for some time. But even if a Governnent
at,taches high priority to maintaiaing social expenditure levels - which wiLl' not
necessarily be the case if, e.g., the security situation is very strained - there
are limits to the capacity to do so when budgetary resources decliae. Financial
hardship may provide the impulse for reforns and cost-effective improvements in
education and health services that would not otherwise have been undertaken. There
is a great potentlal for such enhancement of public services, and it is essential
that it be iought in countries euddenly impoverished by events beyond their
control. But there are also limits to what such policies can achieve, and sooner
or fater, declining per capita income is bound to affect living conditions and

social development adverselY.
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Table 1. Life erpectancy in devefoping countries

Countries g/

Population
in L985

(in millions)

Life erpectancy
(Number of years)

1976-1980 1981-1985

Africa
Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad
Congo
C6te d,rvoire
Egypt
Ethiopia
Gabon
Ghana
Guinea
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jarnahiriya
Madagascar
Malawi
MaLi
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambigue
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
Sudan
Togo
?unisia
Uganda
United Republic of Tanzania
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

2t.7
8.8
4.0
1.1
7.9
4.7
9.9
2.6
5.0
t.9

r0. 3

47.6
42.3
1.0

12. I
6.1

20.4
1.5
2.2
3.8

10. 2

7.1
8.L
1.8
1.0

22.L
13 .7
1.6
6.1

95,2
6.1
6.4
3.7
6,4

2L.8
3.0
7.3

15. 5
22.8
30. 7
7.O
8.3

56.0
40.0
42.O
53.5
43.2
45. 0
47.O
42.0
41.0
48.6
48.0
55. 6
42.0
47.O
51.0
38. 2
53 .4
50. 9
50.0
55. I
49.5
43.0
40.0
42.O
64.9
55. I
43. 5
5L.2
40.5
46.5
45.0
41. 3

37.0
42.0
45. 1
48.0
60. I
48.0
49.0
48.0
49. 3

53.8

60.0
42.O
44.O
56.0
45.2
46.5
49.0
43.0
43.0
50. 6
50. 5
58. r.

40.0
49.0
52.0
40.2
56.0
53.4
52.5
58.3
51 .5
45.0
42.0
44.0
66,7
58. 3

44.5
53.7
42.5
48. 5
46. 5
43. 3

39.0
43 .0
47.8
50. 5
63.1
49.0
51.0
50.0
51..4
55. 8
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Table L (continued)

Countries a/

Population
in 1985

( in mil.Iions )

Life expectancy
(Number of years)

1976-1980 1981-1985

South and East Asia

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Burma
Democratic Kampuchea
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Democratic People's Republic

of Korea
Republic of Korea
Lao People's Democratic

Republic
Malaysia
Mongolia
Nepal
Pakistan
Philippines
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Viet Nam

China

l{est Asia

Democratic Yemen
Iran (Islarnic Republic of)
fraq
IsraeI
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Oman
Saudi Arabia
Syrian Arab Republic
United Arab Emirates
Yemen

14. 5

l-01. 1
1.4

37 .5
7.3
5.3

769.2
166. 5

20.4
40. t

3.6
r_5. 6
1.9

16. 9

103. 2

55. 1-

2.6
16.1
5t .6
60.1

1 059. 5

2.L
47.6
15. 9
4,2
3.5
t.7
2.7
L.2

l_1. 6

10. 5

1.4
6.9

40.0
46.6
43.9
55.0
31. 2

73.6
52.9
50.0

65. 5
65. s

43. 5

65.3
61.0
45.8
51. 5
59. 8

70. 8

66. I
6L.2
55. I

65. I

40.5
48. 6

45. 9

57. 5

43.4
75.4
55.4
53. 5

67 .7
67 ,7

46.0
68.0
62.O
48. 3

54.0
61. 9
71.8
68. 9
62.7
58.8

67,8

48.4
60. 6
62.4
7 4.4
63.7
7L.6
65.0
52.3
60. 9

62.6
69.2
48.4

45. 9
58. 6
6L.4
73.1
6L.2
69. 6

65.0
49 .4
57 .9
60.1
66. 8
45. 9
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Table 1 (continued)

Countries g/

Population
in 1985

(in miltions)

Life expectancy
(Nunber of years)

1976-1980 198r.-1985

Mediterranean

Turkey
Yugoslavia

Latin Arnerica and the Caribbean

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Doninican Republic
Ecuador
El SaLvador
GuatenaLa
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
.Iarnaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Trinidad and Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela

TOTAL (DEVELOPING COT'NTRIES}

30.3
6.4

135.6
L2.L
28.7
2.6
9.9
6.4
9.4
4.8
8.0
1.0
5.9
4.4
2,3

79.4
3.3
2,2
3.7

19.7
3.5
L.2
3.0

17. 3

3 679.5 b/
(3 654.8) e/

69.7
50.7
63 .4
71.0
63.6
73.5
73.4
64.1
64.3
57 ,2
59.0
68.2
52.7
61. 9

73.0
67 .4
59. 8
71.0
66,4
58. 6
74.O
68.7
70. 3

69.0

57.6 b/

s0. 3
23.1

60. 3

70.2

68.7
48. 6
61. I
67.2
62.2
70. I
72.8
62.t
6L.4
57.4
56.4
66.5
50.7
57 .7
69. 9

65.4
56. 3

69.2
66.0
56.9
73.5
67 ,5
69. 6
67 ,7

55.8 h/

61. 6

70.8

Source: Departnent of International Economic and Social Affairs of the
United Nations Secretariat.

e/ Countries with populations of I million or above.

D/ All countries in the developing regions.

g/ Total number of countries with popul.ations of 1 rnillion or above.
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Table 2. Enrol.ment ratios by age-group and sex

(Percentage)

1975
Female Male

1980 1985
FemaLe Male Female Male

Developing countries

6-11 years
L2-17 years
18-23 years

Africa

6-11 years
l2-L7 years
t8-23 years

Asia (ercluding China)

6-11 years
L2-L7 years
L8-23 years

Latin America and the
Caribbean

6-11 years
L2-L7 year6
18-23 years

32.7

54.4
28.2
6.4

26.2

42.L
25.O
3.5

32.2

55. 5
26.7
5.4

52.9

7 6.4
s5. I
16.6

45.4 37.1

70.9 60. I
4L,4 33.8
L2.8 g. 5

38.4 34. t

55.9 53.2
40.2 34.1
9.0 5. 3

46. 8 35.2

75.4 60.5
40.6 30.8
13.2 6.7

55.7 57 .7

76.9 81.6
59. 9 62.L
20.8 21.8

41. L 52.4

65.7 7 9 .4
39.6 52.1
10.3 17.0

40.1 52.7

60.2 7L.6
41.8 59.6
7.5 15.5

38.6 51.3

65.1 81.6
35.6 48.2
8.5 16.4

60.6 62.4

82.8 84.2
69.6 7L.2
23,4 25.9

49. L

76.3
46.6
14.6

47.4

68.0
50.9
t2.o

48.8

78.5
44.L
14.0

59.7

82.5
64. 3

24,8

Source: 1987 TNESCO Statistical yearbook.



A/43/376
ElL988/67
Engl.ish
Page 22

Tab1e 3. Annual rate of Lncrease in gross domestic product
aad per capita incomes in developing coultrles
in 1981-L987

(Perceatage)

Gross domestic Per capita gross Per capita
product domestic product income a/

Developing countries !/

Africa

Latin America aad the
Caribbean

Mediterraaeaa

South and Eaet Asia &/

West Asia

Meno item:

L.7

-0.6

L.2

3.0

5.0

-0.9

-0.6

-3.5

-1. L

1.4

2.9

-4.L

8.1

-1. I

-4.7

-1.6

1,3

2.5

-6.6

Chiua (tet material product,) 9.3

Sourcet Department of International Economic and Social Affaire of tbe United
Natloas Secrstariat.

al Per capita gross doneetlc product adjueted by cbangeg ln terme of trade
and aet factor payments.

b/ China not included.


