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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m agreements, thus enhancing general acceptance of and
respect for the principles of international law. She was
equally pleased to note the on-line version of the United

Agenda item 154: United Nations Decade of Nations Treaty Seriesand looked forward to further
International Law (continued improvement of the United Nations Web sites on
(a) United Nations Decade of International Law international law and related matters. In that connection,
(continued (A/54/362) she welcomed the proposal to impose a user fee, with the

proviso that any such fee should be reasonable and that

; . . special consideration, such as freeess, should be given
centennial of the_ﬂrst International Peace to users from developing countries. Since document
Conference(continued (A/54/98, A/54/381) retrieval from such Web sites was highly efficient, free on-

1. Ms. Partiban (Malaysia), speaking on behalf of theline access for Permanent and Observer Missions, foreign

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), saidhinistries and members of the United Nations family

that, in conformity with its view that conflicts should beshould continue.

settled amicablythrough discussion and dialogue, ASE

had mad%s?ntc))}l{f effortt_s toI Colnt.”t;l;]te;\OSgAe,\?mm.Ot'ogﬂ[etherlands andthe Russian Federation for their initiative
beace and stabiiity, particuiarly in the region, by, hosting the commemoration of the first International

adgptltrr]]g a cotmglr_e::ensnt/e a?proachtto rig'o?al SECUY ce Conference of 1899, aswell as her deep appreciation
an € establishment ~of a network of- Varoug, yq vovement of Non-Aligned Countries for initiating

a(rjr(ja}tr_lger:ﬁngs, r;nebtlz_h?]mdsgys, atgé;;ner:ts anhd tr.eat'esth@Decade, which had promoted the further development
adation, ithad estabiished dispu ENtMEeChanisms, q¢iniarnational law, international cooperation, peace and

thus enabling its members to better appreciageqpts of security
international law such as the peaceful settlement o? '

disputes and respect for the territorial integrity anfi.  Mr. Chaturvedi (India) said that the Charter of the
sovereignty of States. United Nations, the International Court of Justice and the

5 | " ith th tiati d drafti International Law Commission interacted with and
' h connection wi € negotialion and dralting Of g forced each other in strengthening the foundations of

treaties, which were a main source of international Ia\f‘f’le international legal order. Their respective fiftieth

ASEAN believed that the views of as many countries hniversaries, celebrated duringthe Decade, had provided

possible should be taken into consideration and grea(talerYopportunitytoreviewand assesstheirroles andidentify

efforts made to reach consensus, particularly e areas in which they needed improvement or
controversial issues, with the aim of rendering the fin rengthening

text more conducive to universal acceptance. As in the
past, ASEAN members would continue to participaté-  Providing as it did a forum for the negotiation of

actively in the progressive development and codificatigfportant legal instruments, the United Nations played a
of international law and to seek initiatives to strengthe¢entral role in the development of international law on

the United Nations system for the maintenance ¥Arious subjects with a view to their codéteon. In that
international peace and security. connection, the entry into force of the United Nations

3 Si fth in et f the Decad Convention on the Law of the Sea was particularly
' Ince one ot the main @rtives of the becade was ; nificant, sinceit represented the first major codification
to encourage the teaching, study, dissemination and Wl(ig?

R . . . o ercise undertaken by the United Nations in which the
appreciation of international law, it was gratifying to nOtﬁewly independent developing countries had taken part.

that the United thlons programme estabh.shed' for thﬂ ving noted the wide range of multilateral conventions
purpose had continued to award fellowships fmanc%lb

(b) Outcome of the action dedicated to the 1999

In conclusion, she thanked the Governments of the

opted under the auspices of the United Nations during
e Decade, he expressed the hope that the Committee’s
rking Group would soon be in a position to develop a
comprehensive universal convention on the suppression of
4. She noted with satisfaction the financial and legaérrorism. The International Court of Justice had also
support provided by United Nations institutions tglayed a very active role during the Decade; among other
developing nations and nations with economies itings, it had given an advisory opinion on the legality of
transition with a view to facilitating their participation inthe use of nuclear weapons that was both significant and
the negotiation and development of multilateral

through voluntary funds. More deserving and qualifie
people from developing countries should be granted suQl
fellowships.
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enlightening and itwas currently considering several casede reflected in thereport of the Secretary-General on the
involving other important issues. Decade (A/54/362). Of particular importance was a

8. Lackofexpertise,inadequatefinancial resources afygPosIUM on international human_|t<'_;1r|an 'aV_V held in
coordination difficulties had adversely affected thgudapestin Septemt_)er 1999()” the_f'ﬁ'eth anmve_rsaryof
effective participation of the developing countries irqhe Geneva Conventions with the aim of contributing to a

negotiations conducted at a number of vital internationg’orld_W'd_e campaign to promote f_uII respect for and
ective implementation of international law. Its agenda

meetings hosted by the United Nations. The negotiation®
d y g d been expressly formulated with a view to directly

multilateral treaties was consequently a matter heri b i f the Decad hile i
increasing concern, especially since issues of concern'ptnering the main purposes of the Decade, while its

developing countries were not being given the needganclusions both echoed and reinforced the sentiments
weight and priority. As a result, the goal of achieving gxpressed during the centennial of the first International
universal international legal framework with wide suppoﬁ>eace Conference. Th? Importance of effective measures
from all sections of the international community Wagor the enforcement of international law and the need to

becoming more distant. Similarly, not all States were abfgake use of existing mechamsms ha_‘d_ been recurrent
to provide regular and timely responses with th emes _of the discussions. The participants had .also
appropriate seriousness of purpose to the questionnaifgihasized that States should ensure the national

circulated concerning the issues before the Internatior] pIementatlon ofmtematlongl h“’.“‘m'a” Igvythroggh
Law Commission. Its work was therefore becomin e adoption of appropriate legislative, administrative and

increasingly responsive to the interests and views of 5aCt'Ca| measures.

select group of States which were able to coordinate thdi2. In that connection, the Hungarian Parliament was
positions and present them with a certain unity of purposexpected to adopt a decision to reissue the four Geneva
Furthermore, the International Court of Justice appear€bnventions in a single document in the near future and
to be experiencing difficulties in processing the casesnational interministerial commission on humanitarian
before it, its resources having failed to grow in proportiotaw had been established as a practical means of ensuring
to the significant increase in its caseload. the enhanced implementation of international

9. Itwasessential that Member States should contin[]tg;m"’m'tarlan law in Hungary.

to receive free access to the on-line version of the Unitd@. Ms. Rague (Croatia) said that the numerous
NationsTreaty Seriesn view of the extremely important activities undertaken bythe United Nations, its specialized
role which it played in the dissemination of all treatyagencies and Member States during the Decade had been
related information. He noted with concern, however, thdesigned to increase public awareness of the role and
effortstoupdate thEreaty Seriewere seriouslyhamperedimportance ofinternational law in daily life. The report of
by the very slow pace of translation. More efficienthe Secretary-General (A/54/362) was an excellent source
translation mechanisms, including specific budgetaof information on the results achieved. Her delegation
resources for treaty translation, should therefore be giveegretted, however, that it had been issued only two
serious consideration as a means of eliminating twerking days before the Sixth Committee had been
backlog. scheduled to consider the item.

10. Lastly, there was now a greater need to identifid. Whilethe Decade would undoubtedlybe remembered
institutions of excellence and encourage interaction amofgg the conclusion of many significant multilateral treaties,
sufficient numbers of young people with a view to thé&s main achievement had been the adoption of the Rome
worldwide promotion and development of expertise itatute of the International Criminal Court. The Court
international law. The universal participation of all Stateepresented a new stage in the evolution of a new world
in the progressive development and codification afrder which would profoundly influence the conduct of
international lawwas the only guarantee for evolving a jusbmestic and foreign policy. Enormous progress had been
and equitable legal order. made in the field of international criminal law. On the eve
of the next millennium, the international community had

11. Mr. Hetesy (Hungary) said he wished to align . C
y( gary) g ggme even closer to the ideal of equal justice for all.

himselfwith the statement of the European Union. He al
wished to draw attention to various regional an#l5. The Decade had withessed the creation of a number
international symposia and conferences on internatioridinew dispute settlement mechanisms, including those
law topics which had taken place in Hungary too recentistablished under the auspices of the United Nations



A/C.6/54/SR.10

Convention on the Law of the Sea and the World Trade97, respectively, had been a fundamental step in the
Organization. A growing number of States hadepted right direction.

the optional clause in Article 36, paragraph 2, of the,  Agindicated in the document A/54/362, demand had
Statute of the International Court of Justice, and t%wsurpassedtheWebsite’s capacityto serve the growing
number of cases before the Court had grown to SUglyper ofusers. Additional funding was essential in order
proportlongastOJeopgrdlzetheCourt’sablhtytodealwn{b address that issue, improve the site, introduce new
them in a timely fashion. features and meet ongoing maintenance costs. The
16. Itwasregrettable that even during the Decade, soifecretary-General’'s suggestion that the number of
countries had rejected the option of the peaceful settlemgotential subscribers with free@ss tothe United Nations

of disputes and had resorted to violations of internationateaty Collectioron-line should be keptto a minimum was

law, particularlyhumanitarian law, in order to accomplisprudent. Furthermore, fees should be levied upon the
their political agendas. In some cases the response of tidest group of users in order to be economically feasible.
international community had been commendably swift ang

decisive. The Decade had witnessed the establishmen Pctje

ad hoc international tribunals aimed at eradicating the i ica| backlog by 2001. Those efforts would be in vain,

culture of impunity in respect of the most heinous Crimeﬁ'owever, so long as the Treaty Section continued to be

Atthe same time, in cases involving extreme violations ﬂfampered by the lack of efficient translation mechanisms.

international law, in which any d.elayln responding eith view of the immense workload of the United Nations
would have led to a humanitarian catastrophe or wou

) . nslation services and the priorities under which they
have devastated international peace and secur%

Her delegation attached particular importancetothe
ct undertaken by the Treaty Section to clear the

. diateint i lint ion had , b erated, it seemed logical and advisable to allow the
Immediate international intervention had sometimes be eaty Section to use the financial resources allocated for

translation purposes outside the United Nations system.

17. Her country was among those which had resortedég_ Mr. Dos SantoMozambique) said it wascessary
thejurisdiction ofthe International Court of Justice duringotake stock of what had been achieved during the Decade
the Decade: it had sought a judgement regarding breac Sorder to prepare for the challenges ahead. Many

of the customary rules of international law, embodied iﬂnportant conventions had been adopted, including a
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment Oftﬁﬁmber of conventions regulating spech"ic areas of

Crime of Genocide, that had been committed by the forcgg e national environmental law adopted in compliance
of a neighbouring country in Croatian territory. with the guiding principles contained in the Rio

18. A number of significant Decade-related events hd2eclaration on Environment and Development. Another
taken place in her country during the past year. Theajor achievement had been the entry into force of the
Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1994.
together with the Zagreb School of Law and the Croatiavioreover, the subsequent establishment and effective
International LavAssociation, had organizedtionaland functioning of related organs such as the International
international seminars, symposia and lectures. He&ribunal for the Law of the Sea constituted an additional
Government deeply regretted, however, that the visit ahd specialized forum for the peaceful settlement of
officials of the Treaty Section of the Office of Legaldisputesin parallelwith the International Court of Justice.
Affairs, scheduled for the purpose of exchanging viewBoth institutions should be provided with adequate
between United Nations and Croatian legal officers, hadsourcesin order toensuretheir efficientfunctioning. The
not yet taken place. On the other hand, the Ministry @ffice of Legal Affairs deserved special commendation for
Foreign Affairs had established a database containiitg continued efforts in such areas as implementing the
information on all the bilateral and multilateral treaties tprogramme of activities for the Decade and launching the
which her country was a party. electronic database for the United Natidmsaty Series
also commended the contribution made by some
ember Statestotheimplentation ofthe United ldtions
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International
w and thanked all those organizations which had
organized related symposia, seminars and meetings.

used.

19. Her delegation attached great importance to t
policy of providing Internet access to tivultilateral
Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-Genexatl the
United NationsTreaty Series The addition of those
collections to the United Nations Web site in 1995 an
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23. Mozambique respected and applied the principlesraghts. It had also ratified the Convention on the Law of
international law embodied in the Charter of the Unitethe Sea and the convention on chemical weapons and
Nations and the Charter of the Organization of Africarigned the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, the
Unity. It had participated actively in many internationaNuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the International
forums atthe subregional, regional and international levelonvention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings.

at which important treaties had been adopted. During thg
Decade Mozambique had ratified several internationgly,;q

g\strur;\encts, including the Cionyer;'uo_n on.therl]_aw of th&r5cess of harmonizing its national legislation with the
ea, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ottawg,,isjons of international treaties and conventions. With

Convention on Landmines and many drug-related e\, to their wider dissemination in the country, the

agreements. Government had undertaken the translation of those
24. In 1998 the Legal Department of the Ministry ofnstruments into the national language. Commitment to
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Mozambique habuman rights was firmlyrooted in the national constitution
organized a seminar on the role of international law iand occupied a central place in the policy of the
Mozambique. In May 1999 Mozambique had hosted tHgovernment of Nepal. In that light, his delegation
firstmeeting of States parties to the Ottawa Convention @articularly welcomed the completion of the draft Optional
Landmines. Protocol tothe Convention on the Eliraton of All Forms
Discrimination against Women.

However, the codification of international lawwould
ve little without real compliance. Nepal was in the

25. Atthesubregionallevel, Mozambique had hostedtf%
1999 Summit of Heads of &te and Government of the30. His delegation also supported the draft resolution
Southern African Development Community, which hadequesting the Ad Hoc Committee on the Elaboration of a
adopted regional legal instruments on wildlife conservatidbonvention against Transnational Organized Crime to
and law enforcement. The participants had also noted timéensify its work with a view to completing the draft
entry into force of the Charter of the Regional Tourismonvention in the year 2000.

Organization of Southern Africa and of regional protocol§1_ Ms. Ramoutar (Trinidad and Tobago) said it was

on shared watercourse systems, energy, transpQfhiyh recalling that observance of the Decade had
communications, meteorology andillicit drug trafficking o jginally been an initiative ofthe Non-Aligned Movement
26. In a world in which rapid globalization madeaimed at promoting aeptance of the principles of
cooperation among nations an imperative, and war amdernational law and peaceful settlement of disputes.

violence continued to claim lives and cause social ang, 110 Secretary-General's very comprehensive report
economic havoc, the purposes of the.Decade rema'ne_d(ﬂﬁé4/362) had shown that States had made commendable
valid as they had been 10 years earlier. All peace-lovinGs, 15 15 ‘make international law more relevant and

patlons must'remaln commltted tothe goals of the Decaggcessible to their peoples. The international community
in order to build a world guided bytheruleoflawandfreﬁad organized a host of activities to disseminate

of violence and poverty. information. A large number of conventions had been
27. Mr. Chaudhary (Nepal) said that in the concludingadopted in areas such as criminal law, the environment,
year of the Decade, he was pleased to note that the Dectidelaw of the sea, disarmament, terrorism, human rights
had been largely successful in meeting the goals set by #rel trade. New institutions of enforcement had been
General Assembly in resolution 44/23. The mangstablished.

significantinternationallegal instruments adopted duringz  owever adopting conventions was only the first
the Decade in the areas ofhuman rights, dlsallrmﬁment, e, states needed to summon the political will to ratify
environment, security and, most importantly, the ROmg. 5 .cede to the conventions and agreements which had
Statute of the International Criminal Courtwereimportant | not entered into force Beyond that, they must show

building blocks in the construction of a world capable qfjingness to adhere to the legal commitments they had
dealing with issues threatening international peace a@rqtered into

security and ending a culture of impunity. o .
34. One of the most significant achievements of the

28. Nepal fully supported the mtives of the Decade Decade, in the view of her delegation, was the adoption of

and had worked actively to make it a success. During the, pyme statute of the International Criminal Court.
Decade, Nepal had signed and ratified a number ¢

. ! , X . : inidad and Tobago had ratified the statute on 6 April
internationaltreaties and conventions dealing with human



A/C.6/54/SR.10

1999 and had been working to encourage the other Sta3®s In assessing the achievements of the Decade and
ofthe Caribbean Community (CARICOM)to dothe same&ecognizing what remained to be done, the States should
Attheregional level, the Organization of American Statasdertake to make international lawamore tangible reality
had had noteworthy successesin the area of treaty-makiigthe lives of their citizens.

At the subregional level, an agreement establishing the  \i; Eqmond (Haiti) said that his delegation wished

Caribbean Court of Justice, to be located in Port of Spaig, oo gratulate the Governments of the Netherlands and
had been approved bythe CARICOM Heads of Governmeify gssian Federation on the greatsss of the events
and should be opened for signature early in 2000. Itwoul |4 0 commemorate the centennial of the first

be a court of original and appellate jurisdiction with,iernational Peace Conference, events which had made
respect to the interpretation and application of the Trealy iy nificant contribution to the ongoing efforts of the
Establishing the Caribbean Community. international community to strengthen, disseminate and
35. With respect to the peaceful settlement of disputgmomote international law.

Trinidadand Tobagorecognized theimportantroleplayed = tne gecision of the United Nations to launch the
by the International Court of Justice in ensuring the rulg cade just when the cold war was ending demonstrated
of law. Her delegation was encouraged that States, apd  .ommitment of Member States to build an
especially developing countries, were resorting mofﬁterdependent world based on the rule of law.

frequentl;& t?‘ th‘a jurisdiction O_f htheh.Crc])urr]t, gut WasUnfortunater, the Decade had also been marked by new
;:oncgrn_e t at_t edresourceshW|_t whic dt € k|our(; WaZtivities. Those acts of violence had increased the
unctioningwereinadequateto the increased workload. éterminationtoputan endtotheimpunity of perpetrators

Seligatlgn.hopeg that gppraﬂe mdea'_su_res W,OU|d bSt""k":'nofcrimes againsthumanity, and thatdetermination had led
y the Advisory Committee on Administrative Budgetary,, (¢ establishment of international tribunals to punish

Questions and the Fifth Committee and commended tfg, e responsible for atrocities and to the adoption of the

members of the Court for their efforts to achieve greatefome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The

efficiency. Decade had also seen much progress in the codification of
36. Herdelegationwas pleasedthatthenewlat@mal other aspects of international law. Appropriate means of
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea had already begun to hepeaceful settlement of dispute existed; if they were
cases. During the Decade, the International Laimeffective, it was due to the lack of a political will to
Commission had also done much valuable work iatilize them.

codifying international law. Many developing countries42_ The international community must recognize the

including Trinidad and Tobago, had benefited from thgae for immediate responses to horrifying events. Too
seminars, courses and fellowship programmes organlz&fien the Security Council delayed in dealing with an
under the auspices of the United Nations Programme gfyant situation. There was a need to develop a new
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Disseation and e .hanism for the rapid deployment of a security presence
Wider Appreciation of International Law. Her delegation, e event of a crisis. Usable instruments of international
wished to express appreciation to the States which hgd, eyisted, but on occasion the very nations that had
contributed voluntary funds to those programmes. . aated them chose to ignore them for their own ends. The
37. The Office of Legal Affairs was to be commended foproblem, then, lay not in international law as such but in
its role in implementing the objectives of the Decadeahe lack of political will to prevent or respond to tragedies
Developmentsin the establishment of the electronic Unitéile those in Rwanda and Kosovo and to punish the authors
Nations Treaty Seriesand an on-line library of of atrocities. There could well be more tragedies if the
international law would help to make international lavinternational community did not starttoinsist on the strict
more accessible to Member States, institutions, universitiegplication of the principles of international law.

and students. 43. Mr. Korzachenko (Ukraine) said that the Decade
38. Her delegation wished to thank the Governmentsloéd been highly instrumental in further advancing the
the Netherlands and the Russian Federation for hosting theernational legal system and enhancingits effectiveness.
events commemorating the centennial of the firéle wishedtothankthe delegations ofthe Netherlands and
International Peace Conference and was particulatlye Russian Federation for their report on the conclusions
grateful thatthe reports, comments and speeches had besrerging from the centennial events held in
made available on the Internet. commemoration ofthe first Inteational Peace Conference
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(A/54/381) on the topics of peaceful settlement afontinuing militaryattacks onlraqandtheinterferencein
international disputes, development of internationdts internal affairs. Such examples revealed the extent of
humanitarian law and disarmament. Those conclusiotteose violations, particularly bearing in mind the

deserved to be implemented on a priority basis. responsibility conferred upon the Security Council for the
aintenance of international peace and security. The

recourse by States to means of peaceful settlement giter constituted aserious Issue which shoul_d become a
disputes, as evidenced by the increased caseload of or focus of concern with aviewto guaranteeing respect

International Court of Justice, the commencement of t (érthe principles ofinternational law by all States, without

work of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sedlstinction.
and the creation of a number of regional judicial organd9. Mr. Lavalle (Guatemala) said that his delegation

45. The adoption of the Rome Statute of the Iraéional would like to be able to contribute significantly to an

Criminal Court had not only been the main developmeﬁf'aluation ofthe achievements of the Decade. For the time
in the field of international humanitarian law in the pas?emg’ however, such a task was beyond its powers. His

decade butwas alsoa major component ofthe future systaﬁtemem shoqld not, howe"ef' be construgd as 'mp'Y”.‘g
of international security. Compliance with existin nythmg_negatlve. His delegation was convinced that if it
humanitarian law could now take priority over th ad the time and the means to make such an assessment,

formulation of new laws in that domain its conclusions would be totally positive.

44. His delegation was pleased to note the growi

46. His delegation concurred with the idea expresség'd The mfpbrlmatlon proyidedhin docu_m%nt '?/5;”3?]2 d
during the centennial events that disarmament and arfH§%€ It possible to appreciate the magnitude of what ha
control efforts were fragmentary. The absence of Rfe" undertaken in the field of international law. In and

comprehensive approach had led to a number of setbal s|tself,| the .F‘)FO\(/jISIOI’ll of such .m(;o:matl.on Wasdan
in disarmament and the resumption of the arms race%trﬁme. 3;]p0§|t|ve eve opment.dH|sb elegation ari?ete h
several regions. Real and effective disarmament and ndfpell with the comments made by Hungary in that

proliferation would not be possible if they were pursueaonnecnon.
independently without relation to other aspects of globall. The time-frame for the Decade had been chosen
detente. They should be part of a wider system abrrectly. Thefactthatthe closing ofthe Decade coincided
instruments for the maintenance of intional peace and with the centennial of the first International Peace
security. There was a need to start the process @bnference was fraught with symbolism. The 1899
elaborating legally binding international securityfConference had marked the beginning of the
guarantees for Statesthat had renounced nuclear weapamgtitutionalization of at least one aspect of international
a{clelations, that relating to the peaceful settlement of
isputes. Itwas entirelyappropriate and commendable that
information on United Nations activities in the field ofthe two States which had sponsored the 1999 Centennial

international law, particularly through more active use oghm;ld be the same ones that had sponsored the 1899
electronic media. The United Nations Web site ory®"'c"€NCe:

international law, and particularly the treaty databasB2. Hisdelegation noted witlasfactionthatthereports
should be further developed. presented at the Centennial conferences were already on
48. Mr. Al-Adhami (Iraq) said that the report on thethe Internet and would be published shortly. That would

conclusions of the centennial of the first Internationa{lour,‘d out the publication othe meedings oftheUnited.
gtlons Congress on Public International Law, held in
95.

47. His delegation commended the Office of Leg
Affairs on its continuous efforts to facilitate@ess to

Peace Conference (A/54/381) constituted an importa'H
foundation for follow-up action on the themes discussetjj.
The 1990s had been significant years for the developmé&®. His delegation had, with the support of the Costa
and codification of international law, which embodied &ican delegation, submitted to the Special Committee on
set of important principles that were none the leghe Charterofthe United Nationsand onthe Strengthening
meaningless unless all States, without exception, complieithe Role of the Organization a proposal aimed at giving
with them. Itwas therefore trulyregrettable that violationimtergovernmental organizations access to the Iatemmal

of such principles continued to occur, as in the impositioGourt of Justice. It noted with satisfaction the statementin
ofthe aerial exclusion zones in northern and southern Irpgragraph 99 of document A/54/381, which confirmed its
by two permanent members of the Security Council, the
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view that the two delegations’ efforts would one day be&0. His country, like most African States, had emerged
fruit. from colonialism tofind itself confronted by a pre-existing
54.  With regard to internal armed conflicts, paragrapIHOdy of international law. It had therefore played no role
76 of document A/54/381 contained noteworth- the elaboration of either the principles and basic rules
observations and recommendations concerning the n idhat law or of the Charter of the United Nations. His

to enhance the protection afforded to those not taking pg-}l?vernm_ent conseque_ntly hopec_l in the future_ to be
in hostilities. involved in the elaboration of treaties and to benefit from

the application of established rules, based on the
55 Wh||e disarmament iSSUGS d|d not fa” W|th|n th%overe|gnty, equa“ty and |ndependence of States H|S
Committee’s mandate, his delegation was discouraged@¥vernment was in favour of an international order in
the view expressed in paragraph 37 of the report that tiich the strong could not dictate to the weak.

universal application of international lawin disarmament .
PP 261. Mr. Mowla (Bangladesh) said that the Decade had

matters did not play the role it perhaps shoul d in th ¢ f and ¢ for th
Furthermore, the reference in paragraph 44 tothe need§§F" advances in the acceptance ol and respect for the
rinciples of international law. A welcome debate was

the early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nucleal: i : i fh tarian | Initiati
Test-Ban Treaty appeared to be sadly ironic in the light INg place on the scope ot humanitarian faw. initiatives
ad been taken to respond to grave violations of human

the recent setback. . X . . : .
. rightsandtoend impunityfor crimes againsthumanityand
56. One aspect of the Decade that was particulaidyher serious crimes.

difficult to evaluate was the contribution that the Decade he highliaht of th de had undoubtedlv b
hadmadetoenhancingtheknowledgeandappreciatiorpgf The highlight of the Decade had undoubtedly been

international lawon the part ofthose whowere notlawye”g(.3 a}doptlon of th.e Rome Statute of the International
or legal scholars. It was to be hoped that the Decade hgcf,'mmal Court. His Government was plt_aased _to be a
by promoting the teaching of international law at tha'gnatory of the -SFatu.te and hoped that it received the
secondary level, increased the understanding on the p%prort and participation of all States.

of lay people of the importance and respect that should 68. During the past decade States had increasingly
accorded to international law. recognized their willingness to adhere to the peaceful

57. Mr. Traore (Burkina Faso) said that his Country_settlementofdlsputes.Sadly,however, violence continued

largely owed its existence and its rights and obligations dgmany parts of _the world, and the increase in civilian
a sovereign State to international law:; it therefor%asualt'es made it clear that further work was needed.
supported the realization of the themes referred to in tbd. International lawhad been strengthened through the
programme of activities for the Decade. codification of treaties in various areas, as detailed in
58. Asa matter of principle, his country became a par cument A/54/362. Those efforts should be sustained in
to 'aII legal instruments cc’mducive to an improve e future. One area of focus in that regard should be the
international order, peace, cooperation, developmenta‘i"'ﬁlom'On of reg|onal mst_ruments..A regl_onal response
the protection of the environment and human rights. H uld prove _useful in battling org.anlzgd crime, terror!sm,
Government's attachment to international law and i ug trafficking, small arms proliferation and trafficking

principles symbolized its support for a world of peace, ifé; f\ivomen gnrc]i chil?}reg, anr:j in promo_tin_g ﬂ}e develloprrlwent
rejection of diktats and its adherence to the principle of numanrig ts. The oqt , As!an A_seaicon orRegiona
sovereignty. Cooperation had taken initiatives in that regard through

the adoption of conventions on the prevention of terrorism
59. Paradoxically, during a decade supposedly devotgf trafficking in women and children.

to respect for international law, far too many abuses h . .
P y g% Thanks to the efforts of the United Nations and other

occurred, including violations of peace, unlawful reprisals, L :
ambivalent attitudes on the part of the Unitealtilins organizations, there was now a heightened awareness of
international law. Unfortunately, that awareness, was far

depending on the conflict zone in question, and a poli - o .
P g d P ? om uniform all over the world. Millions of citizens of the

on the part of certain States of imposing a fait accompd. lobi Id blet d ite which mad
His delegation hoped that in the next millennium?€Ve'OPING WOrIdWere unable toread or write, which made

international law would be less marked by the exercise 6irnocker_¥ ofthde Zg?le\l/]cements on which the international
power, more firmly based on principles of equity angommunity prided itsett.
justice, unbiased, and based on treaty law.
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66. Although the Decade was drawing to a close, ti®. Mr. Hoffmann (South Africa) said that his
Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice for the Twenty-firdélegation had been one of the “Friends of 1999” and had
Century (A/54/98) provided many useful recommendationarticipated in the celebration centennial of the first
for furthering its objectives. The Conference held in Malnternational Peace Conference, which had also been
1999 had been a unique move to mobilize Governmerdgmmemorated at a seminar in Pretoriain 1999. Members
and civil society for a “new diplomacy”, aimed atofthe Southern African Development Community,among
abolishing war and conflict, strengthening internationaithers, had participated in the seminar, during which
law and institutions, encouraging the peaceful settlemesgveralthemes hadrecurred. One was that despite the lofty
of disputes and promoting a culture of peace. aims expressed in 1899 the twentieth century had been
h%mracterized by war and suffering. The second was that,

delegation had circulated the 50-point Agendato Headsf<" If the stated ideals had not peen Tea”ze‘?* they
State and Government, and had also requested the Uni 88t|nued toberelevantfor the third millennium. Thirdly,
Nations to issue the Appeal as a document Hf e aspirations of the first Conference should be understood

Government had signed the Rome Statute of AR the context of its time and place: it had been largely
nfined to European nations. The Pretoria seminar had

International Criminal Court. In September it had hoste;if:51 b > d by th d | he ai f
the first Asian Parliamentarians Conference for Peace ang's 2€€n Informe y the need to re-evaluate the aims o

Cooperation. The phamentarians had decided toestablisf‘{:e 1899 Conference in the light of the specific needs of

institutional mechanisms to follow up their work at thd1€ African continent, and particularly of the southern
Conference. African region.

68. His Governmentwelcomed the recommendations%‘?" The aim at the first Conference Of. alleviating the
the 1999 centennial of the First International Peatpé"qen of armaments could not be ?a'd .to have been
Conference of 1899, contained in document A/54/381, al%tamed, butto call t_he C_:qnfe_rence afallL_lre n that-respect
expressed appreciation to the Governments of t uld b.e an over3|mpI|f|cat|on. It h_ad in fact laid the
Netherlands and the Russian Federation for organizing tfﬁquathnsfor legal mstrqments on disarmamentand non-
centennial events. proliferation, many of which had been developed during
the ensuing century. Despite the passing ofthe threat of the
69. Mr. Rocha (Bolivia) welcomed the report of the co|d war, however, there could be only cautious optimism
Secretary-General on the Decade (A/54/362) and expresggdarding further progress in realizing the aspirations of
appreciation to the Governments of the Netherlands afi first Conference. Current discussions on disarmament
the Russian Federation for the report on the 199@re characterized by a lack of vision and there was
centennial of the first International Peace Conference @ffficulty in getting States to agree even on talks about

1899 (A/54/381). talks. Arenewed commitment to disarmament was needed

70. His delegation fully endorsed the statement made 8§d the centennial celebrations could play an important
Mexico on behalf of the Rio Group. His Government;ole in reminding States why the process should be taken
which had profound respect for the principles and norni@ fruition.

ofinternational law, had signed a number of internationaly. |t had been emphasized at the Pretoria seminar that
legal instruments and had held seminars on various drafiould be unwise to be over-optimistic regarding the post-
|nternat|0na|, reglonaland SUbreglonal conventions. |th@6|d_war world. The occurrence or threat of conflict in
introduced fundamental reforms into its human righigmaller nations had not decreased. The potential use of
Ieg|5|at|0n. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary q{udear weapons or weapons of mass destructiairead

the adoption of the four Geneva Conventions, hign ever-present threat, and small arms constituted a real
Government had established a permanent nationfnger. The majority of wars were currently fought with
commission on human rights to apply internationa@mall arms, the use and proliferation of which posed a
humar_ntanan law. I_t was als_o _ conSIQerlng _th@ravethreatto peace, particularly on the African continent.
establishment of a national commission on |nternat|0n'@he small arms pro”feration in the southern African
law to study ways of implementing the objectives of theegion was a product both of the past and of current
Decade. demands, for specific security or criminal purposes. The
71. Bolivia had signed the Optional Protocol to th&osteffective meansofreducingandregulating such arms
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofwouldbethroughregional cooperation, for whichtherewas
Discrimination against Women. fortunately growing supportin the southern African region.

67. Following the Hague Peace Conference,
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Theregion had several structures for consultation already. The first International Peace Conference had been
in place and the challenge would be to make theguided by a humanitarian approach towar. Its spirit could
operational and effective in both the short and the lortherefore guide the world into the third millennium. Some
term. ofits aims, however, had subsequently been misinterpreted
75. Some of the most fundamental principles foz?nd all too often might was assumed to be right. Toreverse

regulating conductiuring war had been established ir’fhat trend, cooperation was essential. There must be the

1899. One ofthe major weaknesses of the first Conferen®g)itical will to view peace as not only a regional but also

however, was that it had not addressed the laws 3F international gective.

principles relating to internal armed conflict. That had9. Mr. Zhadanovich (Belarus) said that, while the
been left to the Geneva Conventions and even they did moeéasures taken in connection with the Decade largely
go far enough: the fact that Protocol Il to the Genewtrengthened the role of international law and the
Conventions left the interpretation of the definition of amegulation of international relations, the international
internal conflicttothe Statesinvolved had generated muchmmunity was right to focus on practical questions of
discussion at the Pretoria seminar. States were frequenthplementation, as his delegation had urged at previous
reluctantto concede that a state of conflict existed, with tisessions.

result that combatants were categorized as transgressgys
and criminal terrorists, which wascontrarytointernation%lo'
humanitarian law.

Belarus had undertaken a number of activities in
nnection with the Decade, notably through its accession
to 111 multilateral instruments relating to various aspects
76. Itwas essential to ensure that humanitarian law wak international cooperation. They included the Berne
relevant to the new century and to the African continen€onvention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
The southern African region in particular had been subjeéforks, the International Labour Organization Abolition
to internal conflicts resulting in untold suffering and lossf Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105), the
of life and property. Their legacy could not be easilfonvention on International Trade in Endangered Species
erased, but at least lessons could be learned. The rulesfoWild Fauna and Flora and the Convention on the
international humanitarian law should also bejscito  Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling
constantrevision, in the sense not of making new laws bannd Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction,
of ensuring compliance with existing ones. States shouktnong others. The Government would continue its policy
work to instil a culture of compliance, in particular byof acceding to mitilateral treaties.

training soldiers in humanitarian law. The process bégyfy e pecade had coincided with the establishment of
at the first Conference of codifying the laws of war hage|, 1,5 as a sovereign independent State. From the outset,
made those laws more certain asdessible. States shouldgg 415 had expressed its intention of building relations
contlnuel that tradition by addllng substance to their laV\"N°1th other States on the basis of equality and justice in
and making them more accessible. In that context, he drgwe. o qance with the principles of international law, the
attenthn to the advisory services .of the Ime‘_mat'ongbpremacy of which should be acknowledged. In the
Committee of the Red Cross in promoting anthierests ofinternational peace and security, there should
disseminating humanitarian law, which should be actively, ¢, acknowledgement of the need for sovereign equality
utilized by States. between States, non-interference in internal affairs,
77. While acknowledging the importance of thevoidance of the use or threat of force, and the peaceful
mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of disputes, thettlement of international disputes. A notable event had
seminar had focused on ways of renewing the pre-emptiveen the adoption of the 1994 Belarus Constitution, which
role of dispute resolution in conflicts, particularly in théehad established the primacy of international law and the
southern African region. Some speakers had felt littizeed to enact legislation in accordance with its principles.
optimism regarding the role of the International Court dfle called on all States to act in accordance with
Justice in that regard, since some States showedingernational law, above all the Charter of the United
propensity for ignoring the Court. It would therefore béNations.

desirable to amend the Charter of the United Nations agg_ The range of higher educational establishments in

reform the Security Council. There had also beefyiqy, international law was taught had been expanded.
agreement that regionalism could be a driving force II'-griority had been given to State universities, where

dispute resolupon and that the African continent as@cities of international relations and departments of
whole should rise to the challenge.
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international law had been established. A number 86. WIPO ran training programmes on intellectual
private higher educational ititsitions with faclties oflaw  property law in developing countries. Following the
— and sometimes international law — had also been sttablishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO),
up. WIPO and WTO had entered into an agreement, which had
83. The celebration of the centennial of the ﬁrs?omeintoforcein 1996, under which WIPO continued to

International Peace Conference had been a significa{ﬁpder_ 'eg?"h and gechr;:cz;l\ assistance  to gevel?plng
event, not least in that it had defined the future directio(f‘Pum”eS]:’:”t lrlegar |t;(:)t € grs‘errr]]en'i Or.‘;[:qa e-Relate
for the progressive development and codification spectsofIntellectual Property Rights. In & ’WI.PO

international legal norms. His delegation stressed t @d established a specific institutional mechanism, the

importance of the principle of the peaceful settlement gyorldmdefA_cad”emy, V‘llh'Ch was dedicated LO optlrl]“mzw_]g
disputes in strengthening the international legal syst ¢ use of intellectual property systems by enhancing
and international relations. It supported the move uman resources development programmes atthe national

develop and adopt a new text on the peaceful settlemenft regional levels. WIPO had assisted in the preparation

international disputes, taking into account the realities 136 d_raft laws on intellectual property. A total of 1?9
the current world order, since that would be the logic eveloping and least developed countries and one territory

next step following the existing treaties. A newinstrume ad benefited from its cooperation activities. WIPO also

was essential, given the changes which had taken pI:P lished ad m_;mth_ly pgrrl]odlcal Ienyt||etj1te|l_ectual
over past decades as a result of the greater economic Bhgperty an reatigswith two legisiative inserts,

political interdependence betweetates and the inevitable n _ustrial F_’roper_ty Laws and Treatiasu_jCopyright an.d
emergence of various conflicts. Neighbouring Rights Laws and Treatida addition, it

made its electronic collection of intellectual property laws
84. Mr. Rao (Observer for the World Intellectual and treaties available on the Internet.

Property Organization (WIPQO)) said that thgaaiives of . : . .
the Decade were closetothe nature and functions of WIPQ, Rgcogmzmgthgneedforqmcl;and INEXpENsIve ways
0 settling commercial disputes involving intellectual

which was not only the international secretariat fo ? . o
existing treaty bodies relating to intellectual property b rop.ert_yrlghts,WIPO had established an Arbitration and
g y g property ediation Centre, which could call on more than 800

was also unique in that it provided direct access to priva . . :
innovators and industry for the registration of patentQ?ecjlators or arbitrators from over 70 countries.
trademarks and industrial designs for the purpose 87. Noting that several paragraphs of the Secretary-
international recognition. Therewere currently 22 treati€deneral’s report (A/54/362) contained information
under the jurisdiction of WIPO and new legal instrumenfgrovided by WIPO, he drew attention to the fact that the
were being developed in response to scientific arldternet Corporation foAssigned Names and Numbers,
technological developments. For example, the 1996 WIR@entioned in paragraph 65, had already met and adopted
Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances anmost of the recommendations made by WIPO to protect
Phonograms Treaty updated the existing law, adaptingoiwners of intellectual property on the Internet. The
to the digital age. WIPO also proposed furtheconferencesmentionedinparagraphs103@&ddad duly
harmonization of international patent law, taking intbaken place.

accountthe pr_actices_in Member States. Tothat end it hflﬁe meeting rose at 5.50 p.m

scheduled a diplomatic conference on the proposed Patent

Law Treatyin 2000. Together with the Patent Cooperation

Treatyof 1970, the newtreaty should provide an integrated

and user-friendly system of patent law and procedure. Such

harmonization had been achieved also by the adoption of

the New Act of the Hague Agreement concerning the

International Deposit of Industrial Designs in June 1999.

WIPO was also studying the issue of protecting expressions

of folklore and indigenous and traditional knowledge. Its

role in the progressive development and codification of

international law in the field of intellectual property was

therefore obvious.
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