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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. decision-making at all levels. The United Nations system
was placing gender units and focal points in central policy

] and decision-making positions to enable them to further
Agenda item 109: Advancement of wome(A/54/3, gender equality.

A/54/38/Rev.1, A/54/98, A/54/123-E/1999/66, Attenti ; i had al
A/54/124, AI54/156-E/1999/102, A/54/156/Add.1- o Attention to gender equality concerns had also

E/1999/102/Add.1. A/54/224. A/54/225 A/54/341 continued in intergovernmental processes, particularly
A/54/342 A/54/3;5,2 and A/54'/405) ' ' through the follow-up to global conferences. The Economic

and Social Council had made significant progress in
Agenda item 110: Implementation of the outcome of  studying the links between social exclusion and women'’s
the Fourth World Conference on Women(A/54/124,  jnequality. The ministerial communiqué adopted at the
AlI54/264 and A/54/354) conclusion of the Council’s 1999 high-level segment gave

1. Ms. King (Special Adviser on Gender Issues an@lear recognition that progress in the fight against poverty
Advancement of Women), introducing the items, welcomét@s conditional upon women’s empowerment.

the recent adoption by the General Assembly of thg  The link between the persistence of poverty and
Optional Protocol tothe Convention on the Elimination qfvomen’s inequa”ty was particu|ar|y apparent in rural
All Forms of Discrimination against Women on the righkreas. The General Assembly had a particular
to petition, which testified to the commitment ofresponsibility for promoting more effective measures to
Governments to provide women not only with the legareak the cycle of poverty for rural women and their
framework to protect and promote their rights, but alsgmilies. A draft strategy for action was expected to be
with procedures for translating those rights into realitydopted following the recent high-level cottation on

While international mechanisms for redress were essentigtal women and information organized by the Food and

for ensuring the implementation of freelycepted $te  Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

obligations concerning women’s human rights, tho L L
g g g S% The publication by the Division for the Advancement

mechanisms would always remain subsidiary to nation
y y Women of thd 999 World Survey on the Role of Women

remedies. She believed that the Optional Protocol woul ) : .
inspire Governments to examine currently availabf De\{elopmentand Its cons.|derat|on by_ s _Second

domesticremedies for preventing and redressing violatio gmmitiee pr_ese_nted a special opport_umty_to Integrate
ofthe rights of women under the Convention. Such acti nder equality in all Second Committee issues. The

would ultimately create an environment in which wome urveyexammed the gender dimensions of economic
and girls would be able to enjoy all their human right evelopment in the context of recent labour market trends

fully, and their grievances would be addressed with t oundthe globe, and, together withe World’s Women:

seriousness and speed theydeserved. Universalratificat 6ﬁ|.nds atr_1d Sttatiétics ZOD@TouIddpdrov_id.e a seliies Oth
of the Convention by the year 2000 remained critical; sHP'ICY 0ptions 10 Sovernments and decision makers. She

urged States which had not yet done so to ratifgoede urged the General Assembly to base its con s_umi@m of .
to the Convention as soon as possible. management of the global economy on the information

available concerning the impact which gender relations
2. Creat efforts had been made by Governments, thgd on a country’s capacity for economic adjustment and
United Nations system, non-governmental organizatioggvelopment. Women’s empowerment and gender equality

and other actors of civil society to sustain the momentuiiere both means and ends in the fight against poverty.
generated by the Fourth World Conference on Women, : .
In the search for new means of conflict prevention,

held in Beijing in 1995. Governments had enacted a db | h ‘ hatth
revisedIegislationtobringitintolinewiththeConvention',t adbecome clear, overthe pastfewyears, thatthe nature

otherinternational andregional human-rights instrumen&f,CoanICtS had changed: inter-State war had given wayto

and the Beijing Platform for Action. Women’s access t traIState confllct.holne of thg mc;sth_rdarrol\/(\j/!ng
justice at the national and international levels ha velopments was the large number of child soldiers.

improved. Governments had taken steps to ensure that Fﬁjéthermore, women were increasinglythe tgrget of h.ostile
realities of women’s lives were more explicitly addresse@ftion F’yW.a”'”g factions unconstra|ned by international

in planning and policy-making, particularly with regardw'umamtanan and human—rlghts'standards; At the same
to poverty eradication. Non-governmental organizatiorjigne' there was a need to recognize women's capabilities

had become more sophisticated in their advocacy fgptd stt'rein?ths, thf'.rb rtc?le |r; the combm.lIJS'lty, and ]Elhez[lr
women’s empowerment and equal participation jotential forcontribution to peacebuiiding, contic
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resolution and reconstruction of torn societiedNSTRAW at the pledging conference in November. The
Communities needed to be monitored for early signs fifture of INSTRAW, as one of the three pillars of the work

tension and social exclusion so that preventive amdthe United Nations concentrating exclusivelyon gender
remedial measures could be taken. Violations of the righissues, was at stake.

of women and girls and harmful practices, includin The Committee on tH#imination of Discimination

trafficking in women and children, needed tobe considered » i st \women, in its report to the preparatory committee
for their larger social implications. for the special session, had identified a series of challenges
7. Limited progress continued to be made on the isst@ implementation of the Platform for Action, many of
of the status of women in the Secretariat. Although thehich were confirmed in the assessments provided by
increase in women’s overall representation over the pdsovernments in their replies to the questionnaire on the
year had been small, there had been notable progress infgndew and appraisal process. One such challenge, which
representation of women at the D-1 level. The Secretamgquired concerted efforts, was the persistence of
General had issued revised terms of reference of threotypical attitudes towards the gender roles of women
Steering Committee for the Improvement of the Status ahd men, which created a pervasive climate of
Women in the Secretariat, which had already started dsscrimination and impeded many of the achievements
work. Its functions included monitoring the developmentade in other areas of work.

and implementation of action plans to achieve gendgp g Heyzer (Executive Director, United Nations

balance. Also of interest was the latest revision of ”ﬁevelopment Fund for Women (UNIFEM)) said that
Special Measures for the Achievement of Gender Equali@/

) o 7% 'General Assembly resolutions on women’s empowerment
(ST/AI/1999/9). The appointment of a principal adwsern& d gender equality had strengthened the capacity of
her office was a welcome development. The Economica IEEM to make a difference in women'’s lives at the
Social Council’'s agreed conclusions on gend%rountry level.
mainstreaming, and on ogional activities, together with
the guidance provided by the Secretary-General for théit- AS a result of the establishment of a Trust Fund in
implementation, had been decisive factors in the progrezdpport of Action to Eliminate Violence against Women,

made in gender mainstreaming both in the Secretariat dRciccordance with General Assembly resolution 50/166,
system-wide. more than $3 million had been invested in 71ljguts in

) ) , .__over 40 countries. The initial investment of Governments
8.  With regard to the United Nations Internationgy,, enabled UNIFEM to attract nearly $1.5 million from
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement gl;y 416 sources. More than 2,000 individuals and groups
Women (INSTRAW), the activities described in thg., ar6und the world had been participating, for a year,
biennial report of the Director (A/54/352) representeg) cyber-learning and partnerships using the Internet to

genuine effort on the part of a very small, dedicated stgff. ;s on ending gender violence and share strategies,
to work towards fulfilling the mandate of the Institute. AN esearch and legislation

even more pressing issue was the follow-up to Economic o ] ]
and Social Council resolution 1999/54, concerning the2- Inter-agencydecision-making on Trust Fund projects

revitalization of the Institute. The Special RepresentatiVtd stimulated stronger partnerships at the country and
of the Secretary-General for INSTRAW had had a fird€gional level, which had led to inter-agency campaigns
meeting of donors and other interested parties, incmdi,@@ainstgenderviolence in Africa, Asiaandthe Pacific, and
representatives of regional groups and the host country,'-t%ti” Americaandthe Caribbean. Theresultsincludedthe
get feedback on the preliminary approach proposed by thgning of the Quito declaration committing law
Secretary-General and developed in collaboration with t§8forcement personnel and the judiciary to uphold the
Director and members ofthe Board. The approach focus@dernational standards of the Convention and the Inter-
on creating an Internet-based capacity and involved tAgerican Convention on the Prevention, Punishmentand
establishment of a new system, called the “gendEfadication of Violence against Women, support for
awarenessinformation network system”. It was hoped th4pmen-friendly police stations in Brazil, and measures to
the General Assembly would make decisions that woul@n female genital mutilation in Senegal and to publicize
enable the Secretary-General, the Board and the Direc8§nder violence, especially honour killings, in Jordan.
to start energetically on the new programme. That actiéther United Nations bodies were becoming involved; for
would depend almost entirely on the political will ofexample, the United Nations Development Programme
Member States and on the pledges earmarked for
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(UNDP)wasinvestingin women’s programmesin variousad been a solemn commemoration of the twentieth
regions. anniversary of the adoption of the Convention, followed
%a round table on the impact of the Convention at the

of UNIFEM in strengthening women'’s economic capacit omestic level. The twentieth anniversary had also been
and encouraging them to become key economic playerst mmem?rﬁted bya_roqnd table held dl_Jr;]ng the fifty-fifth
combating the feminization of poverty. That had enab:ﬁess'on ofthe Commission on Human Rights. Those events

13. General Assemblyresolution 52/94 endorsedther

UNIFEM totake up the issue of economic globalization b ad demonstrated _that while much pfogress had b_een
addressing the new challenges and ensuring that wo gde, pz_ar_tlcu!arlywnh r?g?“d towomen sequal_franchlse
benefited from the new opportunities. Both short-term a d participationin pUb“C_“fe’ much more remained to be
longer-term results had been generated that benefi Yre. especially in relation to persisting stereotypical
women, their families and their communities. Example%tt'tUdes towardsthe.ggnde_r roles qu(_)m_en gnd men. The
were a women’s budget initiative in South Africa neVQommlttee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
structures to incorporate a gender perspective into tray@men ha(_j noted, through. its review of the reports of
agreements in Latin America and the Pacific, technic§ltate.S parties, that such a“'?“d.e$ perpetuated traditional
assistance towomen butter producersin BurkinaFaso,a‘?{@Ct'ceS and customs prejudicial to women such as

support for the movement of women of Zimbabwe into noﬁ’-IOIenCe against women, forced marriage, preference for
traditional and higher-paying occupations sons, and honour killings, and created a pervasive climate

of discrimination.

14. The Committee had encouraged UNIFEM t . L : _
%ﬂ Recalling the gbctive of universal ratifiation of the

onvention by the year 2000, she called upon the

which had led to an increase in resources and techniégfnaém?gtﬁta?s wh|c_h had not yet done 'St?l tobraftlfy OL
support for country-level activities. They included thgccede to the Convention as soon as possible, bejore the

placement and support of a rapidly increasing number%‘?edal session of the Genefalsembly in the year 2000.

gender advisers and gender specialistsatthe countryleddl, It was encouraging that, although the Convention
and work through the United Nations Development Grougntinued to be subject to a large number of regéns,
(UNDG) sub-group on gender to identify key areas afome of them far-reaching, there had been a response by
intervention. States parties tothe Genefakembly’s appeal tamit the

15. UNIFEM had provided support to the planning anfxtent of any reservations they lodged to the Convention,

implementation of strategiesto develop and operationali?@d to review their reservations regularly with a view to

national gender action plans that supported thextibves W|_th(_jravy|ng them. On tha}t ba3|s,_ the Committee on the
of the Platform for Action, and had also helped t(lJ:_I|m|nat|on of Discrimination against Women consulted

strengthen the capacity to monitor progress. There w lates part_ies on an_yreservationstothe Convention during
many encouraging signs. It had, for example, signedt e analysis of their reports, and those efforts had led
memorandum of understanding with Mongolia, the ﬁrs':‘teveral States parties to withdraw or at least modify their

of its type, to support Government efforts to implement jfeservations.

national planin supportofthe Beijing Platform for Action20. As of 1 October 1999, only 22 States parties had
The challenge was to strengthen implementation amadcepted the amendmentto article 20, paragraph 1, of the
accountability. UNIFEM would dall it could to turn Convention, which limited the meeting time of the
resolutions into realities so that, in partnership witommittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Governments and civil societies, it could continue to mak&omen to two weeks annually. She urged all States parties
a difference in women'’s lives at the country level. to accept the amendment so that the two-thirds majority
éequired tobringitinto effect could be achieved. Following
guthorization bythe Generassembly, the Cmmittee had

strengthen its work through the resident coordinat
system. That had stimulated collaboration at many leve

16. Ms. GonzélezChairperson ofthe Committee on th
Elimination of Discrimination against Women) welcome

the adoption of the Optional Protocol to the Conventio eld two annual sessions since January 1997, which had

She urged all States parties to the Convention to ratify GPOWEd it to make progress in its work and significantly

accede to the Optional Protocol so that it could enter in{gd.uce the number of reports a"Va'“T‘g review. It had
force as soon as possible. reviewed the reports of 48 States parties and formulated

i ) _ _ concluding comments on them, and had adopted general
17.  During the twenty-first session of the Committee ofecommendations on women in public life, and on women
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, thergnd health, in 1997 and 1999 respectively. It had also
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focused on a number of issues highlighted in its report taising function, and to urge the Board of Trustees of the
the Commission of the Status of Women acting as thestitute to take a more active role in fund-raising at the
preparatory committee for the special session of thegionallevel. He noted with pleasure that an experienced
General Assembly. professional had already been appointed Acting Director
21. In 1999, the Committee on the Elimination 0f)fthe Institute, as had been suggested in recommendation

Discrimination against Women had decided to modify itd (@) of the report.

working methods. In particular, it had convened its pr&5. Like many other institutions in the United Nations
session working group atthe end ofthe session prior tothsstem, INSTRAW was required to raise all of its funding
at which reports would be considered, so as to give Stafesm voluntary contributions, and suffered a disadvantage
parties ample time to prepare full written responses to tivethe competition for funds that had characterized United
lists ofissues and questions. The Committee had continuddtions programming for many years. He called on the
todevelop itsrelationship with specialized agencies, funtdimited Nations Secretariat to compensate INSTRAW for
and programmes of the United Nations system ithe inappropriate use of its funds in respect of
accordance with article 22 of the Convention, and with tredministrative services, and expressed the hope that
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights andllember States would rectify the current unfair situation
human-rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies amwhich some United Nationsresearch institutes were able
rapporteurs. A workshop on gender integration into thte supplementtheir voluntary funds with subventions from
human-rights system convened by the Office, the Divisiadhe regular budget while others, including INSTRAW,
for the Advancement of Women and UNIFEM in May 199%vere denied such an option. Finally, he noted that the
had laid the groundwork for closer cooperation betwednstitute’s Strategic Plan and Work Programme for 2000-
human-rights treaty bodies and other human-righ003 represented a serious attempt to move INSTRAW
mechanisms. forward to the next millennium by proposing institutional
reforms designed to provide it with a more sustainable

22. Overdue reports were a major concern. As of .
énanual base.

October 1999, 54 initial reports, 57 second period
reports, and many other third, fourth and fifth periodi26. Mr. Cherif (Tunisia) said that his delegation
reports had not been submitted. She urged States partiggretted the failure of contributionsto INSTRAWtoreach
which had not yet done so to submit their initial anthe levels originally priected, which had impaired the
periodic reports as soon as possible. In implementationlaftitute’s ability to implement the approved programme
General Assembly resolution 53/118, a subregionafactivitiesforthe biennium 1998-1999. He hoped thatthe
training workshop for States parties had been organizedcoming meeting of donors would improve the Institute’s
by the Division for the Advancement of Women afinancial situation, and supportedthe Chairman’s proposal
Cotonou, Benin, in July 1999, in order to provide technicab keep the agenda item open for further discussion.

assistance and guidance on preparing reports, particulaﬂy' Ms. Wremer (Norway) said that her delegation fully

initial reports. agreed with the Special Adviser’'s observation that
23. Mr. Hernandez (Joint Inspection Unit), introducing stereotypical attitudes towards the gender roles of women
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on its evaluation @nd men created a pervasive climate of disiration, and
INSTRAW (A/54/156-E/1999/102 and A/54/156/Add.1asked for her views on how men could and should
E/1999102/Add.1), saidthatthe Unithad age@éned that participate in the elimination of discrimination based on
INSTRAW had achieved remarkable success and providgender.

an example to the entire United Nations system of Wh?é Ms. de Armas Garcia (Cuba) said that her

could be accomplished with the scantest of resourca%iegation wholeheartedly supported the work of
Closingthe Institute as a result ofthe acute financial Cri%ﬁSTRAW and agreed with Mr. Hernandez on the need

It C‘”Te”“y faced W(.JUId ref_lect very poorly on thefo funds from the regular budget to be made available so
commitment of the United Nations to the advancementg to enable the Institute to carry out its mandate

women. The survival of the Institute must be secured; the

recommendations in the report supported the Institute?§- Ms. Elliott (Guyana), speaking on behalf of the
continuation. Group of 77 and China, asked when the relevant report of

the Secretary-General under item 109 would be available,

24. Thereportrecommended thataction shouldbe takgfy giressed its potential usefulness to the upcoming
toraise the visibility of INSTRAW, to strengthen its f“nd'meeting of donors to INSTRAW.
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30. Ms. King (Special Adviser on Gender Issues anthternational community and the United Nations system,
Advancement of Women) replied that a paper containifdgpre primary responsibility for creating an enabling

estimates of the Institute’s current financial situatioanvironmentfor developmentand gender equality, but only
would be made available prior to the meeting of donors @moherent and coordinated joint action would enable the
18 October 1999. That paper would serve asthe framewdyskited Nations system to assist Governments effectively
for the report of the Secretary-General to be distributed that task.

following its translation on a priority basis. 35. The European Union strongly encouraged all States

31. She also agreed on the need for men to be involvéltht had not yet done so to ratify or accede to the
in all aspects of achieving the goal of gender equality, afitbnvention on the Elimination of All Forms of
forthemtounderstandthatwomen’s advancement was mscrimination against Women by the year 2000, and was
a threat to men, but rather that its achievement wougptavely concernedthat many States had made reservations
result in the betterment of society as a whole. incompatible with the purpose of the Convention. Such
reservations should be withdrawn as a matter of priority,

32. Ms. Rasi (Finland), speaking on behalf of the => :
European Union, the Central and Eastern Europe%“le any other reservations should be formulated as

countries associated with the European Union (BulgariBr,eClsely as possible and_ln such_a way as to ensure that
the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuani one were contrary to international treaty .Iaw. The
Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia), the associated coun ropean Union welcomed the recent adoption of the
Cyprus and, in addition, Iceland, said that the Europe tional Plrotocoll to the C.onver!tlon, anq c_:allgd on all
Communityand the States members ofthe European Uni fptes t(.) give serious consideration to ratifying it as soon
were fully committed to the implementation of the BeijingaS possible.

Declaration and Platform for Action in their national36. The European Union was working to eliminate all
regional andinternational policies, including developmefderms of violence against women and girls. It
cooperation. They had prioritized the mainstreaming ofecknowledged the efforts by the Secretariat and UNIFEM
gender perspective in order to translate theaitves of in that respect, and welcomed the Secretary-General’'s
gender equality and non-discrimination into reality in theeport on violence against women migrant workers
field of development cooperation, while simultaneouslfA/54/342), whose protection merited special attention. In
emphasizing positive action for women. The Europeaaddition to combating violence against women, the
Union had also paid special attention to such issues Egropean Union was continuing to implement measures
violence against women and women in decision-makintp combat violence against children and young people, and
anditrecognized the importance of constant dialogue wistupported the development of international standards in
non-governmental organizations and their role ithe fight againstthe trafficin human beings, the majority
promoting gender equality in development cooperationofwhose victims were women and children. The European

33. In the light of the need to identify actions to furthePnion called for immediate measures to help the victims

implement the Beijing commitments, the European Unid®® well as to address root causes and contributing factors.
that regard, it also welcomed the work of the Ad Hoc

called on the Secretariat to prepare a forward—lookiH . he Elab . f . .
analytical summaryoftheational implementation reports ommittee on the Elaboration of a Convention against

submitted by Governments. It would welcome a dialogu'léransnanonal Organized Crime.

on strategies to overcome obstacles to implementation3f. It was pleased to note that many countries had taken
the Beijing Platform for Action during preparations for théegal measures to eliminate cultural, religious oritiadal
special session, and the latter should endorse a numbepuaictices, including female genital mutilation, thatated
those strategies and identify further implementatiatihe human rights of women and girls. Although in keeping
initiatives. It also welcomed the proposal to allocate timaith the duty of States to protect all human rights, such
during the current session to bring the process forwardactions were insufficient by themselves to end those
ggactices and should be supplemented with education and

34. The European Union attached great importance t : )
Iﬁ)élbhc awareness campaigns.

close and coordinated follow-up of the recommendatio
contained in the final document of the 1999 Gener&8. The European Union welcomed the outcome of the
Assembly spaal session on Population and Developmerit999 high-level segment of the Economic and Social
for strengthening efforts in the areas of maternal mortaliouncil on the theme of linking employment, work,

and gender equality. Governments, supported by tpevertyeradication and the advancementofwomen. Asthe
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majority of people living in poverty were women andcchange and ofacomprehensive legal frameworktoaddress
children, a gender perspective had to be integrated irttee special needs of female migrant workers and women
poverty-eradication strategies. Women's equaless to and children as victims of sexual exploitation and in
control over economic resources and opportunities andnflict situations.

their participation in political decision-making, aswellag,  The committee on thgimination of Discimination
in employment, education and training, health care ang5in gt \Wwomen would continue to play an important role
other basic social services, must be ensured. '”"eStmenitd'?nonitoring implementation of both the Convention and

processes that brought about gender equality and ensufedq ional Protocol. Moreover, the work of the Office of

equal access to a full enjoyment of rights were essential in,, Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement

the fightagainst poverty. Furthermore, efforts toreconcil& \vomen and of UNIFEM was commendable. and the

work and family life were needed not only to increasg; o5 |ooked forward to working closely with them.
women’s participation in the labour market but also to

society at large. primary focal point for research on gender issues. It was

_ ) thus all the more regrettable that certain repcetessary
39. Ms. Elliott (Guyana), speaking on behalf of thg, jiscssion of that item had yet to be issued.
Group of 77 and China, said that, inthe context ofthe clear

guidance provided by the strategic objectives of the Beijifft- As demonstrated by the financial crisis in Asia,
Platform for Action, the Ministers of that group hadvomen were the first to be affected by economic change.
addressed the issue ofemployment and poverty eradicatidie impact of structural adjustment and other economic
for the empowerment and advancement of women at tpelicies on the lives of women and children was all too
1999 substantive session of the Economic and Socfiien. however, overlooked. Unfavourable terms of trade,
Council. Atthat session, the Ministers had underscored tigdequate markets for domestic goods and high debt-
importance of mainstreaming a gender perspective in 887vicing costs substantially reduced the ability of
policies aimed at eradicating poverty and generati,ﬁ-’aveloping countries to invest in social services vital to
employment, emphasized the importance of women’s eqi§dmen — especially rural women, who bore the brunt of
access to productive resources and their participation in fifsource shortfalls. Sustained national growth and an
planning and implementation of poverty-eradicatioﬁnab“ng international environment were vital. If
strategies, and pointed to the need to deal with tigdtrenched attitudes, discriminatory practices and socio-

continued marginalization of and discrimination again§conomic obstacles were to be overcome, political willand
women in the economy. partnerships between Governments and civil society were

) i essential. Only then might commitments made at Beijing
40. The Group of 77 and China reaffrmed theqiynementedandthe goals ofequality, developmentand
importance of the goals established a}t. the Beljlnlgeace advanced for women everywhere.
Conference, and hoped that the recent dedithens of the ) .
Economic and Social Council and of the Commission of- Ms. Bhuiyan (Bangladesh) said that Bangladesh
the Status of Women would serve as building blocks i@PpPlauded the recent adoption of the Optional Protocol,
preparing for the special session. The Group reiterated {tgich would, in its view, go a long way towards securing
firm support for the Commission’s efforts to monitor th&vomen'’s rights. Her Government’s satisfaction was not,

situation of women and promote their rights worldwidenowever, unqualified. The world community had often
demonstrated resolve and political will in making forward-

41. Despite some progress, much remained to bedonqaot king commitments, and although some women had
achieve the goals of the Beijing Conference in the areai nefited, discrimination, denial of rights and

health issues affecting women and of institution arginalization were still the rule. Commitments

mec_hamsms for the _advanqemgnt of women. V'Olen%l%ounded; what was necessary was compliance through
against women persisted; likewise, growing substang tion

abuse among women, the health risks of female genita

mutilation, poor health care and the fact that women wef. Bangladesh commended the Secretary-General for
twice as likely as men to be infected by HIv/AIDSshighlighting the plight of women in rural areas, women
remained causes for deep concern. The Commission Ha@rant workers and girls affected by traditional and
stressed the importance of education as an impetus fgstomary practices, and agreed that the effects of
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globalization and liberalization, along with decliningof reservations entered against that instrument, including
international cooperation, had resulted in the increasedme which were incompatible with its purpose. The
marginalization of ruralwomen throughout the developinGonvention was nevertheless crucial to empowerment for
world. Since such women lacked information, productivall women, and had furthered the goal of gender equality
resources and access to credit, they could not respondhoughout the world.

the human developmentof rural women through educatigflgs coyntries to sign the Protocol, and it called on all

health and nutrition programmes and the provision of saigh o1 states to follow suit. Her delegation also urged
drinking gvater,hto fgrtherhthe empowerment of ruralpemper States to ensure adequate financing and staff
women Dby enhancing their participation in rural,n,qrt for the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms

institutions and all levels of decision-making; (Qypjscrimination against Women, in view ofthe ttohal
incorporate into national development and povert¥ésponsibilities that would fall to it

alleviation strategies a gender perspective and a focus on

job creation for women in rural areas; to increase trel- InMarch 1999, Norway had celebrated the twentieth
provision of microcredit to rural women and thednniversary of the adoption of the Norwegian Gender
development of new microcredit institutions; and t&dquality Act, which had significantly influenced
strengthen international cooperation to offset the negatiWorwegian society by introducing the principle that gender

impact of globalization, in particular with reference tgduality should be mainstreamed. That Act, which stated
rural women. that the public authorities should promote gender equality

in all sectors of society, was currently undergoing a

47. The_Secretary;(Generr;ll’s/repor'r[]og viole?cde ‘Zg?]i'l:%mprehensive revision. The proposed revision would
women migrant workers (A/54/342) had concluded t alxtend the responsibility for gender equality to all

glthoughdt.he numbers of %/vqm?nhmlgrant Workers_h ployers and to all employees’ and employers’
Increased inrecentyears, their plight often wentunnotice ganizations. Stricter legislation would be needed to meet

In the view of Bangladesh, the dissemination Ghe challenges ahead. The Act had increased women’s

mformatl_on both to sending and mgewlng Sates WOUI,d_ membership of public boards and committees from 20 to
help tobring such women out oftheir subhuman condmogro per cent in under twenty years; its terms would soon, it

Gender-sensitive legislation was needed in order to addrm hoped, also apply to the boards of private and semi-
both legal and illegal migration. private enterprises.

48. The special session to review the outcome of tRg |, the view of Norway, the special session should
Beijing Conference would provide the opportunity for thegafirm byt not renegotiate the Beijing Platform for

Worldl'comrgudmty Ito under;ake actions tho'ensure P€aCketion. Implementation must be given high priority; that
equality and development for women. Thgeahive Was  sossion should therefore assess the extent to which

support and cooperation were critical: resources must ggportunityto address newissues, as well asthose that had
increased, and used in innovative ways. Bangladeshsnged dramaticallyin the previous five years, such asthe
expected to undertake a comprehensive review of g ation of women affected by armed conflict. In modern-
Beijing commitments atthe preparatory committee for the, , conflicts, the line between the battle front and the
_speC|aI session, with a view to recommending furth(I"lromefront, andthesoldier andthe civilian, was vanishing:
implementation measures. most victims were now civilians, and largelywomen. More
49. Ms. Wremer (Norway) said that, although theattention must be paid to the role of women in conflict
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofprevention, in peacekeeping operations and in
Discrimination against Women was an essential humareconstruction and reconciliation. More knowledge was
rights instrument, only 163 States had ratifiedamealed necessary. The Norwegian Government had therefore
to it; it appeared that universal ratification would not beommissioned a study on the interrelationship between
achieved by 2000. Also regrettable was the large numbgomen and armed conflicts, and was looking forward to
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working with the Department of Peacekeeping Operatiotise world: accredited non-governmental organizations
as well as with other interested delegations. should be invited to participate, reaffirming their

53. Although equal rights and opportunities for Wome'anortance and that of civil society in implementing the
had not yet been achieved, Norway was optimistic: tH%]atform for Action. In addition, international satellite
persistent efforts of individuals and non-government&f)_nferencmg would enhance the link with government

organizations were ensuring thatwomen’sissues remairfgficials and non-governmental orgamzan_onswo_rldm_de.
high on the agenda. The new millennium requireHerGovernmentsuggestedthatthefollowmgtoplcsmlght

empowered women who saw themselves as leaders. be addres_s_ed at the _sp_ema_ll Session. wo,men S Ieadershlp
and political participation, women’s economic

54. Ms. Tarr-Whelan (United States of America) saidempowerment; the role of women in peace-building and
that, in reaffirming its commitment to the Beijingconflict resolution; trafficking in women and girls; older
Declaration andlatform for Action, the world community \women: and HIV/AIDS. The United States also wished to
must emphasize the implementation of a holistic, humagkiterate its interest in undertaking a closer study of the
rights based approach togender equalitywhich recognizgglys in which political will, capacity building,
that the whole society benefited from women’s equalitgccountability, cooperation and partnership could lead to

The five-year review should focus on the essential linfyrther implementation of the Platform for Action.

between human rights, economic well-being, and t . . .
g g } Under the leadership of President Clinton’s

teragency Council on Women, chaired by Secretary of
tate Madeleine Albright, with First Lady Hillary Rodham
linton as honorary co-chair, the Government was
88nducting a five-year review of its achievements in
plementing the Platform for Action. The results would
e published in the year 2000 edition AfMmerica’s

advancement of women and girls. The United Nations h
made great strides in implementing that docume
including, in particular, the adoption by the Commissio
on the Status of Women of the twelve critical areas
concern. The Economic and Social Council had adopt
a policy to mainstream gender into all United Nation

oliciesand programmes, addressed the role oatipeal : . "
P Prog P nCommltmentPrewous editions, and the Government’s

activities in promoting the participation of women i X ; . .
development, and adopted a ministerial communiqué g]sponse to the United Nations questionnaire, could be

employment, poverty alleviation, and the empowerme qund on its Web S.'te' The Un.|ted States urged 6.1”
and advancement of women. overnments to publish their replies to the questionnaire

on the Internet.
55. Preparations for the special session should take int

account the work thus far accomplished to implement t _The . Interagency Council on Wo”?e” was also
objectives of the Beijing Conference. In the view of thg\/o.rkmg. \.N'th non-gov_ernmental organizations, cqlleges,
United States, the five-year review should celebrate aHH'Vers't'eS and regional community organizations to

reaffirm the goals of the Beijing Declaration and Platforrﬁogvene relﬁtzdhoutrfeagh evelnts th(rjo_ughout the c%untry,
for Action while striving for full implementation of that andevents had thusfar been planned in ten states. Reports

document, with emphasis on the twelve critical areas ?nerqted at those events'would be reweyved and. used by
concern. The five-year review should be seen as (e United States delegation to the special session. Her

milestone for the world community. It should emphasiz overnment looked forward tp working with qther
achievements made thus far; adopt a short visiona vernments on behalf of equality for women and girlsin

declaration reaffirming worldwide commitment to thd!e century to come.

Platform for Action; identify further actions andinitiatives59. Ms. Nishitateno(Japan) said that her Government
needed to accelerate the implertadion ofthat document; welcomed the adoption of the Optional Protocol, a
and strive to share lessons learned among all delegatiomslestone in the struggle for women'’s rights. Despite the
Governments should send high-level delegations, reflectisfong momentum created by the Beijing Declaration and
the importance of the occasion; representatives of youdtatform for Action, many obstacles remained. Japan,
and non-governmental organizations should also beaving ratified the Convention in 1985, had enacted and
included in official delegations. All delegations shouldevised several laws in accordance with that instrument.
make public their Government’s commitments or actioriEhe revised employment law, for example, obliged
to further implement the Platform for Action. companies to establish sexual-harassment-prevention

56. Lastly, the five-year review should elicit the viewdhneasures and to provide women with easier access to

of non-governmental organizations and Womenthroughoziljrtb'tratIon mechanlsms n SL.JCh areas as job assignment
and promotion. A new, basic law aimed to promote a
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gender-equal society, in which men and women woulaf society. It was assisted to that end by the mass media,
share equally in benefits and responsibilities. the education system and a flourishing women’s

60. Laws could not, however, change attitudes; movement. Institutional and other mechanisms for

eliminate de facto discrimination, Governments mu qmotingtheadvancementofwomen andtherights ofgirl
disseminate information, raise social awareness afi lldren had now been esFabllshed. ?enega_ll _cou_ld a_lso
mobilize public opinion. Japan had held a number gFPOrt progress in enhancing women’s participation in

meetingsin 1999, such as the National Conference on gvernment. V_|ol_ence against women was also being
Creation of a Gender-Equal Society, attended by botfickled on a priority basis.

government officials and the general public. At thé5. The Government was mindful of the crucial role
regional level, senior government officials of East anglayed by rural women, yet such women were particularly
South-East Asian Countries had held their fourth meetiradfected by population growth, desertification, soil
in Tokyo to exchange views on promoting the status odiegradation and lack o€eess to land. Their access —on
women. a par with men — to land, credit facilities, technology,

61. The Government had recently begun to address t%%ucation, h‘?a“h services and remunerated employment
ust be facilitated. In that connection, the initiatives in

matter of violence against women, including domest{® . .
violence and sex crimes. and had established tgpportofruralwomen put forward at the Summit of First

Committee on Violence against Women, whose task w, gdies for Peace and Humanitarian Issues, held in Abuja,
to conduct hearings and to compile its,, findings. No \ligeria, were mostwelcome, as were the recommendations

governmental organizations, which were likewise activeRjthe Secretary-General in document A/52/123-E/1999/66.

engaged in that issue, had set up shelters for victims@f. Senegal’s national plan of action sougtier alia,
violence throughout Japan. For progress to be achievéapromote the economic advancement of women, to raise
however, men’s role must be considered as well. Alshe education level and health of women and girls, to
worthy of note was a video conference prepared liycrease their participation in economic and political life
UNIFEM entitled “A World Free of Violence againstand to strengthen mechanisms for financing women’s
Women”, an innovative approach in which Japan, as oaetivities.

of the Fund’s main donors, had been proud to participate;  New legislation penalized all violence against

62. Japan firmly believed that the empowerment efomen, and efforts were under way to bring the law fully
women should be further emphasized in developmeimto line with the Convention.

assistance, and had been working closely on that topmwgg Governmentinitiativesin the field of women’srights

UNDP andthe Japan Women n Devellopmept Fund, V,Vh'?ﬁ'cluded promoting women'’s access to all professions. In
was curr.ently sm_Jppor_tlng 15_ Heats, including one in decision-making, the numbers of Senegalese women in
Cambodia on micro-finance in rural areas. senior posts had been significantlyincreased, with women
63. The special session of the Genérsdembly should now occupying over 15 per cent of government posts.
provide a great opportunity for the world community t?Women also held senior positions in the judiciary. Civil
reaffirm its strong hopes for a gender-equal society. Bociety was currently helping to elaborate an extensive
1998, the Government had established the Nation@logramme to promote awareness of women’s rights;
Committee of Japan for Wome2000 to faditate the training in that area was also being provided for policy-
exchange of information and cooperation with civil societynakers, legislators and law-enforcers.

equality and dignity for women and men alike in thgernational efforts. In that connection, the preparatory
coming millennium. committee for the special session would need to address a
64. Mr. Ka (Senegal) said that Senegal intended to mumber of issues, including foreign debt, the decline in
one of the first 10 Member States to ratify the Optionaifficial development assistance, factors impedioceas
Protocol. The Senegalese Government attached greaforeign markets and weak financial flows to countries
importancetofollow-up to the Beijing Conference and was economic and political transition.
activelymainstreaming a gender perspective in all sectors
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70. Ms. Nicodemos(Brazil) commended the United75. Ms. de Armas Garcia(Cuba) said that the situation
Nations on providing leadership on gender issues for ovafr women at the threshold of the new millennium
fifty years. The newly adopted Optional Protocol wouldontinued to be complex, and was particularly tragicin the
benefit millions of women whose rights continued to bdeveloping countries, where war, poverty, disease and
violated. While continuing to adhere to the goals anather fundamental obstaclestothe advancement ofwomen
strategies of the Beijing Platform for Action, Brazil wasvere exacerbated by foreign debt, structural-adjustment
concerned that new challenges posed by meoent programmes and the effects of globalization.

national and international developments should not B&  \nomen made up 70 per cent of the world’s 2 billion

overlooked. poor. While their economic particpion had increased by
71. Various United Nations organs had played a cruciahly 4 per cent in twenty years, unemployment was 10 to
role in promoting the political, s and economic 40 per cent greater among women than among men.
integration of women, in raising awareness of womenAlthough women held the most precarious jobs, and carried
rights and in mainstreaming a gender perspective in @lgreater share ofthe workload, they earned less than men.
areas. UNIFEM had proved to be a particularly valuablBhe number of peasant women living in poverty had
partner. Brazil also attached great importance to thecreased by 50 per centin twentyyears. Ofthe almost one
activities of INSTRAW. billion illiterate adults in the world, two thirds were

72. InBrazil, open dialogue between civil society and thgomen. Womelj had a lower access to hea}lth services than
en, and their health was deteriorating from poor

Governmenthadprovidedanewimpetusforhuman-righ% L S L :
trition. The economic crisis was undermining the quality

activities. Society now understood the importance . , dav d viol inst
promoting equal opportunities. All forms of digoination orwomen's everyday fives, and violence against women
Bad risen to alarming levels.

were prohibited under the Constitution; de fact
implementation of the law was also being promoted by tt"e. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
Government, with the cooperation of civil society. Otontinued to be essential for the advancement of women
particular note was a national campaign for addressitlgroughout the world, and the challenges ahead were
domestic and sexual violence. Similar initiatives wererucial. The fulfilment of its ojectives would require
being implemented at the local level. accesstoresources atthe nationalandinternational levels.

73. Although Brazilian women were enteringthelabod?"Ithough the cold war had ended, huge sums were still
market in increasing numbers, obstacles to their fLﬁiIeVOted to the arms race; they should instead b(_a allotted
participation remained. A joint task force comprisin O progress, welfarg and develo_pme_nt. A new cI|m.a.te of
governmentandtrade-union representatives was curre fl rational coopathn wasrt_eq_uwedmordertomppl_hze
addressing gender discrimination in the workplace. In tRESOUrces for education, training and other activities to
area of health, her delegation was pleased to report t%ance the status_of women, such resources should be
infant and maternal mortality had been reduced asadir& rged to the United Nations regular budget. Cuba

result of national follow-up to major world conference continued to work towards achieving the eradication of all

Brazilian women now enjoyed a life expectancy of 7X|ollence aggms_t women everywr_lere, an'd 'hop.ed that
years. The girl child had been made a national priority: bllmversal ratification ofthe Convention on &lémination
particular note was a comprehensive national adolesc l%” Forms of Discrimiration against Women would soon

health-care programme. In education, itwas encouraging; attained.

too, that females now accounted for half of national scho@8. In Cuba, the Declaration ankhEorm for Action had

enrolments. been widely publicized and discussed ever since its

74. Despite progress, the quest for gender equality \A%gqpnon; and in 1997, the Government had for.mulated a
r)satlonal action plan. Cuban women had organized many

far from over. It was encouraging, however, that women tswithin the f Kofthe G v i |
organizationswereCollaboratingwiththeGovernmentf?)Ven swithinthe lramework otthe overnment snationa

that end. The international community, for its part, mu&pplaratus fpr tf;eh agvancement. of women a'.“i thhe
continue to press for the removal of all obstacles impedi zemtgntatl]?nco; € V\?nventloln,;ln 35500|at|%n ‘év't the
the advancement of women. It was high time to build trul eration of Cuban Women. |t had responded to the

democratic societieswhich guaranteed the equal rights a ﬁ'_ted Nations questionnaire, and was committed to the
responsibilities of all people. review process. Indeed, through more than 40 years of

social transfamation, Cuba had proved that, if thdigoal

11
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will existed, the situation of women could be radicallyrhe Chilean Governmentin 1991 had established a public
transformed. entity to promote equal rights and opportunities for women

79. In Cuba, women made up over 40 per cent of tﬁ'la national development. That body had formulated an
labour force, 66 per cent of technicians and highe qual-opportunities plan, which had become the main tool

education professionals, 30 per cent of senior officials, ¥ implemenr;tindg_(;he _I?_ei(jjing Plat_forn? ft;)r Actio_n_._ The
per cent of deputiesto Parliament; 60 percentofuniversﬁi{vemment adidentified education, labour paraioqm,

students and 40 per cent of scientific researchers. In frverty and family as central areas of concern,
onsiderable progress had been made in those areas during

previous year, virtually all Cuban women had given birt&I decade. includi he i d R f
in medical facilities, and the maternal mortality rate wa e past decade, including the increased participation o

2.2 per 10,000 deliveries. Infant mortality had fallen to 7 Wwomen in the work force; a diminution of the still large

per 1,000 live births. Life expectancy for Cuban wome ap between incqme eaf”ed by male and female heads.of
surpassed 76 years. The Government was not satisfi &useholds; the virtual disappearance ofthe gender gap in

however, and would continue to work towards a greaté e_provision of forr.nal.education (althpugh con_sid_eraple
presence of Cuban women in leadership posts. social and economic differences remained); a diminution

. ~ ofthe maternal mortality rate from 0.4 to 0.2 per thousand
80. Allthose achievements had come about despite tfig births, largely attributable to the universal availability
illegal blockade imposed by the United States on Cubagfimedical attention at the time of birth; and an increase

blockade which had recently been bolstered Q) the numbersofwomen inintermediate decision-making
extraterritorial laws that violated the sovereignty of Stat

sts.
and contravened international law and the Charter of t . L .
United Nations. The blockade caused a shortage % In the legal domain, aS|.gn|f|cantach|evem§-nthad
essential medical supplies aiodds, severely affecting the beeln Fhe ‘?Tendr‘rlegltuof”artlcle 1,,0f tze f:onst;tut;gn,
lives of Cuban women. The Government had invited t{&P'acing “all men= by “all persons’, and of article 19,
Special Rapporteur on violence against women to vi f(phcnly stating that men and women were equal before

Cuba in June 1999 to observe the effects of the blockadd® Ia_w. Significant advance_s had_ also been made. in
ensuring the equality of legal rights in the areas of family

81. Mr. Larrain (Chile) said that his Governmentand |abour, including the adoption of the law on family

attached great importance to the Convention on tRglence, the law recognizing the legal equality of

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstgaughters and sons born both in and out of wedlock, and
Women, and applauded the adoption of the Optiong{e |aw governing participation in family earnings and

Protocol, which constituted a significant advance in thgssets, all of which sought to eliminate discrimination and
protection ofwomen’srights. Theroad waslong, andmany protect individuals, especially women and children,

challenges lay ahead. Regrettably, situations prejudicigithin the family. Newly enacted laws improved titeess

to women continued to arise. Events like those whickf women to employment, enhanced working conditions,
occurred daily in countries like Afghanistan recalled thaﬁrohibited employers from refusing work to pregnant

the work ahead would not be easy and much remainedggmen, and granted special leave to workers whose
be accomplished. children were seriously ill.

82. Chile had chaired the Regional Conference on tlgg The gender theme held an increasing|y important
Integration of Women into Latin American Economic a”‘ﬁ)lace on the governmental agenda, and significant legal
Social Development, and had supported the initiativegvances had been achieved; at the same time, public
contained in the Santiago Consensus. The Bureau Wgsnion had shown a heightened awareness ofthe situation
currently preparing for the eighth session, to be held gf women and the need for the Government to incorporate
Lima in February 2000. Its mission was the developmegie notion ofgender equityin its programmes and policies.
of regional proposals for the special session of the Genefale challenge ahead was to continue legal reforms,

Assembly. With regard to other aspects of the regiongdinforce changes and promote cultural transformations
plan, his delegation associated itself with the statemerdgpable of furthering that process.

made by the delegation of Mexico, speaking on behalf

f :
the Rio Group. 36. Ms. Paterson(New Zealand) welcomed the adoption

) _ ofthe Optional Protocol, which represented a milestone for
83. Onthebilateral fI’Oﬂt, the Governments of Chile anlqi]e international Community_ Much, however, remained
Argentina had recently agreed to establish compen o be done to implement the Beijing agenda. There was a
between their respective departments for women’s affaiggntinuing credibility gap between international legal
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standards and their de facto implementation. The abu€ Strong institutions were also needed at the regional
of women’s human rights — in both war and peace evel.In 1999 New Zealand had chaired the forum for Asia
continued unabated, and appeared even to be on Becific Economic Cooperation (APEC), which had
increase. New Zealand urged States which had not yet dat@borated a framework to ensure that women participated
so to ratify the Convention. fullyintheregion’s economic prosperity. New Zealand had
Iso hosted a meeting ofthe APEC-related Women Leaders
‘\éetwork, which had brought together women in business,

Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institution e rural sector, science and technology, the public sector

provided a platform for cooperation on human—right@nd non-g_overn_me_ntalorgaatlons.Alsom 1999, afirst-
implementation. New Zealand promoted regionaﬁvermeet'ng ofindigenous women exporters had been held

cooperation and capacity-building for women'’s rights jif! association with _the Networ_k,_ en_abllng _thelr
partnership with non-governmental organizations in tRerspectives to be fed into APEC ministerial meetings.
field. The reduction of domestic violence had been ma@®8. At the special session, the international community
a particular priority. United Nations agencies such asust focus on improving the quality of women’s lives in
UNIFEM, UNFPA and UNDP had also impactedall countries through the realization of their rights. New
significantly on the lives of women in the region. NewZealand looked forward to working to that end with
Zealand supported their continuing efforts. partners at all levels.

87. The realization of human rights must be
cornerstone of development. Attheregional level, the As

88. The special session should be used to assess Men@#er Mrs. Toe (Burkina Faso) said that her delegation
States’ progress towards the goals set at Beijing andwished to align itself fully with the statement made by the
formulate strategies to effect a quantum improvement Broup of 77 and China. Burkina Faso was one of the
women'’s rights. To that end, the cooperation of civilvorld’s poorest countries, with nearly half the population
society was indispensable. living belowthe povertyline. Women in Burkina Faso were
3t the centre of the development debate and played a

89. Over the past two years, the New Zealan . ) s ) ,
Government had conducted the first comprehensive survd nificantrole in the economic, education and agricultural
ctors.

of how New Zealanders used their time. The survey wou
provide valuable information on the contribution tosociet95. As part ofits efforts toimprove living conditions, the
and to the economy of women’s unpaid work. SucBovernmentwas seekingtoimprove access for women and
information could be used to improve public-sector polidamilies to credit facilities, to implement legislation
and programme development in the health, employmeaniaranteeingwomen’srighttoland, to mobilize resources
and welfare sectors and for policy advice on populatidor women’s income-generation activities and to improve
groups such as women, Maori and young people. women’s access to technologies for alleviating the burden

00. New Zealand remained concerned at the Slcé;)idomesncchores. Numerous national programmes were

implementation ofthe plan for the advancement of wom sobe;pg_|m?rl1emdente|dtofurt[]erwqmtlatn’sfrumgn nghts,
in the Secretariat. Despite improved representation |61'ter ahiain the development, ag,rlcq ural and socio-
women at a number of levels, the goal of 50/50 gend ponomic fields. The Government’s aim was tg promote
distribution by the year 2000 would not be met. Th € empqwerment of women through |mprovgd
Secretary-General and all components of the Unité)&portunltlesandca:esstoeconomlcresources,educatlon
Nations system should make urgent efforts to attain th%l'?d remunerated employment.

goal. 96. Burkina Faso remained convinced that a country’s

91. New Zealand supported all efforts by the Secre,[arggavelopmentwas inextricably linked to the improvement
General and United Nations bodies toimplementthe 19 f7t_he status of women. Her Government was commltted
agreed conclusions for furthering the strategic objectivé‘%f'ghtlng pover_tymter allapy prom_otmg t.h(.a ed.uca.tlon

identified at Beijing. The efforts of the Inter-Agencyand health of girls, enhancing their participation in the

Committee on Women and Gender Equality of thanagement of natural resources, improving their living
onditions, comating violence againstwomen, increasing

Administrative Committee on Coordination were most- . N ) o . . .
ir participation in decision-making and improving

welcome, as was the work of the Special Adviser on Gen X :
Issues and the Advancement of Women synergyamongthe relevant mechanisms for advancing the
' status of women.
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97. She expressed her delegation’s firm support for the
recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit in its
evaluation of INSTRAW (A/54/156-E/1999/102 and

A/54/156/Add.1-E/1999/102/Add.1).

98. Ms. Laski (United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA)) recalled that Governments had committed
themselves to reaffirming the right of women and girls to
physical and mental health. Regrettably, insufficient
headway had been made in many areas critical to the
Beijing Platform for Action. Women and girls continued
to suffer the consequences of gender-based violence and
discrimination, of harmful traditional practices and of
poverty, especially in rural areas. In commemorating the
“Day of the Six Billion”, it was important to recall the
human beings behind the figures. Despite greater wealth
than the world had ever seen, one billion people — the
greater proportion of whom were women — continued to
lack adequate food, secure housing, basic &t and
health care.

99. According to the latest figures, as many as 350
million women still lacked ecess to safe methods of family
planning, more than half a million women in developing
countries died each year in pregnancy and 70,000 lives
were lost each year tounsafe abortions. Women constituted
nearlytwothirds of the world’s 960 milliaHiterate adults
and three fifths of the world’s poor. They were also
especially vulnerable to HIV/AIDS infection. Moreover,
half of all newinfections involved young people under the
age of 25. As many as 50 per cent of all women were
subjecttogender-based violence, which was endemictoall
countries.

100. UNFPA was unrelenting in its efforts to further the
health of women and girls through community-based
initiatives,interaliain the area of reproductive health and
sex education for girls. Whether they lived in rural or
urban areas, or in the midst of conflicts, women must be
given access to the necessary information and services.
UNFPA also provided legal and other services for abused
women and supported HIV/AIDS prevention in over 130
countries. A number of countries, notably Kenya and
Uganda, were taking bold steps towards eradicating
harmful traditional practices, with the technical support
of UNFPA. Indeed, by forming partnerships, listening to
local communities and promoting local participation in
decisions relating to development activities, much could
be accomplished. The Beijing Platform for Action
remained a blueprint for implementing strategies to
advance the situation of women everywhere.

The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.
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