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In the absence of Mr. GaluSka (Czech Republic), Mrd.  Theregion wasworking towards fullimplementation
Martinez (Ecuador), Vice-Chairperson, took the Chair. of relevant international instruments concerning women
and children and was intensifying efforts to enhance the
capacity of disadvantaged women to participate in the
labour market on an equal basis.

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

Agenda item 109: Advancement of women 5. Thailand was committed to cooperating with the
(continued (A/54/3, 38/Rev.1(Suppl.), 98, A/54/123-  international communityin the advancement of women and
E/1999/66, A/54/124, AI54/156-E/1999/102, was in favour of building upon the foundations laid out at
341, 342, 352, 405) connection, Thailandgpported consideration of the twelve

Agenda item 110: Implementation of the outcome of  critical areas of concern contained in the Beijing Platform
the Fourth World Conference on Women(continued  for Action, as well as consideration of the four cross-
(A/54/124, 264, 354) cutting themes proposed for further action. Her delegation

1. Ms. Vienravi (Thailand) emphasized the Iong_conS|dered the theme of “human security and social

standing contribution of women to Thailand,Sprotection” to be particularly relevant to the item.
development. While Thai women had assumed new rolés Ms. Ahmed (Sudan) said that the advancement of
and responsibilities in modern-day society, includinggomen could best be achieved within a comprehensive
enhanced participation in the political and economic field§amework  tailored to suit each country's special
women in Thailand remained under-represented. It was f&aracteristics. The principle of justice guided the Sudan’s
Government’s aspiration to forge a solid partnershipolicy; accordingly, Sudanese women played an effective
between men and women with a view to creating a socié@i€ in all aspects of life, and, givenaess to education
conducive to the realization of individual potentiaRnd training, enjoyed equality with men with regard to
regardless of gender. work, pay and political participation. Women’s rights and

. . responsibilities were fully recognized in the current 10-
2'. _Thz_auland was a party 1o t_he _C(_)nve_ntlon on th ear comprehensive national strategy, and the Permanent
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

. - > onstitution of 1998 affirmed that all Sudanese people
Women and the Convention on the Political Rights ?%ere equal with regard to rights and responsibilities.

Women and wholeheartedly welcomed the adoption of the _
Optional Protocol, which it hoped to sign on Human Rightd:  The Sudan had been one of the first States to respond
Day (10 December). tothe recommendations made by the world conferences on

women, and had established women’s unitsin the relevant
Fﬁinistries and in all administrative districts. Her country
asmaking every efforttoimplementtherelevant General

3. Her Government attached particular importance
national and regional efforts to combat the trafficking i

women and children. The Office of the Nationa

o , . . ssembly resolutions and the outcome of the Beijing
Comm|5_3|on on Women's Aff_a|rs (ONCWA) Coor.dmatecﬁonference. An increasing number of non-governmental
efforts in that endeavour in cooperation with non-

o . . organizations, and, in particular, women’s organizations,
governmental organizations and the internation

. ) ed animportant partin the eradication ofilliteracyand
community. Her delegation was pleased to announce t ) Y P P y

- AR . armful customary practices, the alleviation of poverty,
recently promulgated ledation criminalized traffickers and in the provision of care for children, families, and

while acknowledging trafficked persons as Viclims, e rapje sectors of society, including the disabled and
Moreover, as part of follow-up to the World Congres(galderly

against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children hel

in Stockholm in 1996, ONCWA had established th8.  However, the lack of foreign cooperation, the
competent institutional mechanisms and drafted a ruleippdequacy of social services and the lack ofinfrastructure
procedure to serve as a standard in the treatment of victifisthe areas affected by the war in the south made it
by government authorities and non-governmentdifﬁcun for the Sudan to implement women-related
organizations. A memorandum of understanding wa&$ogrammes. More than 3 million people, of whom 70 per
currently being drafted to foster cross-border cooperatiégnt were women and children, had been displaced in the
on the issue between Thailand and Cambodia; it was toguth. Furthermore, the United States attack on the Al-

hoped that such cooperation would be expanded through&ififa pharmaceutical factoryin August 1998 had deprived
the region. women and children of many vital medicines. The
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unjustified use of force against civilian targets and, if3. His Governmentacknowledged the work carried out
particular, against those that supplied the basic needshgthe United Nations International Research and Training
women and children, was a flagrant violation ofnstituteforthe Advancementof Women (INSTRAW) and
international law. Italso violated such human rights as tlseipported the efforts to strengthen it financially and
right to life and health. consolidate it administratively. It was not possible to

9.  The outcome ofthe Beijing Conference was the firgtbandon an institution which, in its 20 years of work, had
step towards empowering women in all sectors of society. ply demonstra_te?d the r_]ggd t(_) prom(_)t_e and carry out
In view of the forthcoming special session of the Gener erearch and training activities in specific areas for the

Assembly, it was important to review and evaluate th2HrP0ose of improving the status of women throughout the

outcome and to deal with the problems that wer’@.‘orld'

obstructingitsimplementation, in developing countriesih4. Ms. Al-Nadari (Yemen) said that her delegation
particular. Donor countries must honour their obligationsupported the statement on agendaitems 109 and 110 made
with respect to official development aid, reduction of then behalf of the Group of 77 and China by the
debt burden and strengthening the partnership betwea®presentative of Kenya.

North and South. 15. Her country was making every effort to advance the
10. Mr. Valdivieso (Colombia) said that, on the basis ofituation of women and to bring about gender equality. The
the Convention and of the Optional Protocol, and with tHegislation enacted with a view to strengthening women’s
involvement of Governments, civil society, and regionglosition and opening up opportunities had made a
and international orgarations at the special session of thsignificant difference: women had the right to education
General Assembly, it should be possible toidentifythe wand to work, and their right to participate in politics was

forward towards complete gender equality in the neguaranteed by the Constitution.

millennium. 16. The first five-year plan for economic and social

11. Colombia had made significant progress in theevelopment addressed women'’s situation and aimed to
advancement of women and gender equality, but muaicrease their participation in economic and social
remained to be done. In 1999, it had submitted its four#ctivities by increasing the number of female students and
periodic report to the Committee on the Elimination ofeducing the primary school drop-out rate among girls;
Discrimination against Women. The recommendatioresadicating illiteracy, in particular amongst girls and
made by that Committee drew attention to som@omen, guaranteeing women the right to work, to equal
shortcomings which needed to be overcome, but alsmployment and to training and providing support for
provided support to Colombia. His ded#tpn women-related pijects. Those measures would go a long
recommended that countries which had not yet done waytowardsincreasingwomen’s involvementin publiclife
should endeavour to submit their periodic reports in thend the decision-making process.

interest of accelating progress towards the agreed goal§.7_ The goals of the National Strategy for Women,

developed by the National Women’s Council and adopted
12. His Government was deeply concerned about thgthe Governmentincluded eradicating poverty, providing
situation of women in rural areas. The report of thmaterial opportunities for rural and urban women so that
Secretary-General (A/54/123) showed that rural womehey could set up production and commercial cooperatives
tended to be discriminated against in termsoakas to and strengthening the role of women in the family.

resources and services, and, despite their enormaus \yomen and development was an important part of
contribution to agricultural production, were becommg‘ﬂ|e programme of work for the period 1996-2000, which
increasingly impoverished. The deteriorating situation %cused on improving women’s ability to participate in

rural women was closely linked with acceleratefle ision-making at all levels. The programme aimed to

globalization, the growing interdependence of States, agfl, e\ equality at all levels while observing thegepts
the new priorities which they demanded of Governmentss v |sjamic Shariah, to provide family health care and

Colombia had made a commitment to building gendef, i aception and to extend the provision of social

equality beginning at the rural level. In the long term, i{o\ices A large number of projects and funds had been

would be necessary to ensure a sustainable developmgrt up by the Government and by non-governmental
model, combining social justice, redistribution Ofresourc%?ganizations with a view to achieving those aims.
and gender equality.
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19. Hercountryaffirmed its commitmentto the outcomen the part of the international community if the rights of
ofthe Fourth World Conference on Women and was givingomen as an integral and indivisible part of human rights
priority to its objectives. Every effort was being made tavere to be fully respected. The Commission on the Status
strengthen the position of women in the family and inf Women continuedto playan essential role in monitoring
society. implementation of the Platform for Action. The full
20. Ms. Yuan Xiaoying (China) said that it was to beimplementation ofthe provisions ofthe Convention on the

regretted that the critical jeztives ofthe Beijing Platform Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
for Action had yetto be achieved. Indeed, the feminizatiofyomen should be prioritized at all levels and the adoption
of poverty had only been exacerbated and the challeng&&ne Optional Protocol was most welcome.

facing the international community were as formidable &}. In the Ukraine, the State Committee for Family and
ever. The Chinese Government, for its part, had be&outh Affairs of Ukraine constituted an effective
mainstreaming a gender perspective into all State policieechanism for studying the social status of women and
and programmes as part of concerted efforts to honour é@sborating policy proposals for implementation at
commitments and build mechanisms for the advancemenunicipal and district levels. The Ukrainian Government
of women. The de facto ani@ jureprotection ofwomen’s had, inter alia, adopted as priorities the promotion of
interests had been further strengthened. women’s economic rights, the enhancement of women'’s
21. Thereform of China had resulted in making Womeplarticipation in governm_entz reproQuctive hea!th and safe
more aware of their equal rights and enhancing thé??o_therhoodan_c_ltheeradlcatlon ofwolenc_eagamstwomen,
participation,inter alia, in the political, economic and which was a critical area of concern. Trafficking in women

socialfields.ThankstoIong-standingeffortstoraisepublf’cnd girls was criminalized under Ukrainian 'aV_V and
awareness of legal tools, people now had a betfdjtempts were currently under way to address the issue at

understanding of gender equalityand the traditional noti&{eglqnil_level, ;N'tth thet_coop”era:lhon (gln%n-lg%vernmental
of male superioritywas increasingly being discarded. Aigg9anizations. nternationally, the Global Frogramme

on a positive note, women'’s levels of education had risé?

and growing numberswere entering an increasing diversﬁ ?tre f(l)rtlntern_atlolngl_Crlmeg’gev$nt|%n and thhel Unt'.ie?
of professions. The proportion of women scientists h lonsnterregionalLrime and Justice research Institute

increased from 31.6 per centin 1983 to 38 per centin 19979 the potential to help the international community
and women'’s participation in management and decisio g_tter respond to t_he_wor_IdW|de problems of smuggling of
making had also grown. Recent indistkrstructural migrants and trafficking in women.

adjustment had, however, caused some workeh. The growing feminization of poverty hadcently
particularly women, to leave their posts. Concerned teecome a significant problem in countries in transition.
protect the right to employment, especially of womeWomen’s poverty was further exacerbated by: the
workers, the Governmenthad responded bylaunching apersistence ofrigid gender stereotypes, bywomen’slimited
employment project. accesstopower, education andtraining and bythe growing

22. It was the view of the Chinese delegation that tH@security of families. Solutions of those problems must

Special Session ofthe Genetasembly on Women should Incorporate women in_tothe decision-making process and
be devoted not to a renegotiation of issues but totge gender perspective must be mainstreamed in both

comprehensive appraisal of progress achieved and ngtional and international poverty eradication efforts.

factors impeding implementation of the twelve critica6. The myth that women were incapable of performing
areas identified in the Beijing Platform for Action. Thecomplex professional or managerial functions had been
Chinese Government remained committed to the eadpolished and the new distribution of labour between the
realization of the common goal of equality, developmersexes, whether at home or in the workplace, was making
and peace. The newly adopted Optional Protocol to tiparity democracy a reality.

C_onv_en_tlor_n on t_he Elimination of All Forms °f2|7. Ms. Enkhtsetseg(Mongolia) commented that 1999
Discrimination against Women would prove avaluabletogl, 4 peen of particular importance to the promotion of
for protecting women's rights and interests. women'’s human rights. For its part, Mongolia had been
23. Ms. Boyko (Ukraine) expressed appreciation of theamong the first to become a party to the CEDAW
work of the Office of the Special Adviser on Gender IssugSonvention, welcomed adoption of the Optional Protocol
and Advancement of Women. Further action was needed

ainst Trafficking in Human Beings elaborated by the
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and had been actively cooperating with the Committee 82. Ms. Brobbey(Ghana) said that while much had been
its implementation. achieved in advancing the status of women through the

28. Through its national plan of action, Mongolia Wa'gnplementation of the Beijing Platform for Action,

working to ensure the equitable participation of women ifi'SCTimination and violence against women and girls
society. The joint signing with the United NationsoerS'Sted' Although several countries had outlawed
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) of atraditional practices affecting the health of women, those

Memorandum of understanding to economically an[aractices still continued, in particular female genital
politically empower women of Mongolia into the tWemy_rr_1ut|Iat|on, whlch_ some sometl_es r_egarded as an initiation
ite. After outlawing the practice in 1996 among the few

first century had laid a solid foundation for partnershi
with the Fu)r/1d. P Fréthnic groups that still upheld it, Ghana had realized that

_ only intensive dissemination of information about the
29. Despite progress made by the Government Hegative impact of that practice on the health of women

addressing women’s issues, the impact of economifd girls could guarantee its total elimination. Recourse
transition had created new obstacles to the achievemeni®Equrt decisions should be a last resort.

equality. Women had been particularly affected by the . o
disruption of production and social services and had n}o ' Gh_ana urged Sta’Fehs Wh'dcr: had r:jot yet rbatlflec:] the
shared equallyin the benefits of privatization. Women al onvention to do so without delay and to submit their

tended to be the first to lose their jobs in both the State aHHt'al r_eports assoonas possible so as_to demonstratet_hew
private sectors commitment to making women and girls full partners in

development in the next millennium.
30. The Memorandum of Understanding signed with

UNIFEM had identified a number of strategic objectives>?- Her delegation welcomed the adoption of the

includingtheimprovementofnationalmachinerydealingptional Protocol and hoped that it would help curb

with women’s issues to include the participation of nonZ/0/€nce and discrimination against women in their

governmental organizations and local government; tg¥€ryday lives. To be effective, however, the Optional
economic empowerment ofwomen;theimprovementoftljljéOtOCOI needed to be _translated mto, various languages,
situation of rural womerinter alia, through training and 21d stakeholders, particularly women’s advocacy groups,
access tosocial and health services; increased patimip MUSt 9ive it the widest publicity.

ofwomenin managementand decision-makingdéhjere 35. The progress madeinimprovingthe status ofwomen
and de facto protection of the human rights of womein the United Nations Secretariat still fell short of the goall
measures to combat violence against women; improvetlattaining 50/50 gender distribution of staff by the year
access of women to information, technology an#000. Member States needed to assist the Secretary-
communications; and support for women’s organizatiortdeneral by encouraging women from their countries to
working on a range of issues including alcohol abusapply for positions in the Secretariat, particularly at the
prostitution, poverty and unemployment. CollaboratioRrofessional and higher levels.

with UNIFEM would also involve the development of36_ If the international community was to make any

relevant indicators ar_ld capacity-building to mObiIiZﬁampacton the plight of rural women, it must heed the call
resources and provide market access to womgs} equity in international trade regimes and ensure that
entrepreneurs. the process of globalization benefited all countries. That
31. Her Government had also collaborated with th&ould enable Governmentstomobilize adequate resources
International Research and Training Institute for thirtheimplementation of poverty eradton progammes
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) in the convening oind the economic empowerment of rural women. Her
anational training seminar on sex-disaggregated data atedlegation supported the recommendations in the report
the use of statistics and indicators in policy design, whian the improvement of the situation of women in rural
had beenthefirstofits kindin Mongolia. The seminar haareas (A/54/123) and also the activities of the United
succeeded in alerting producerstaftsstics to the specific Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).

needs of the various users. Her delegation wished 49 = o Goyernment had done much to protect women’s
support calls for the revitalization of INSTRAW so that itjo s 1t had banned traditional practices that affected the
might continue to s_erve as a primary focal point foﬁealth of women or violated their human rights, fixed the
research on gender issues. marriageable age at 18 years and amended the Criminal
Code to ensure the protection of the rights of women and
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children; and passed a customary and divorce law different levels of the organization was still markedly
provide one standard form of inheritance and to corredtsproportionate. All hiring managers had been made
injustices suffered bywomen and children under customapyimarily responsible for achieving a better gender balance
laws. in their respective departments, services and delegations.

38. Mr. Rahola (International Federation of Red Crosd! sklmuld be noted, however, that if‘ many parts_of tge
and Red Crescent Societies) said that the Internatiotdl’!d: Women occupied top executive positions in the

Federation was committed to integrating a gendgrgz_anization, and alS(_) that of the_ millions of peopl_e
perspective in all its programmes including disast&ss'Sted bythe International Federation, alarge proportion

response, disaster preparedness and the provisionW81lre women.
community-based health services. 44. Ms. Valdivieso (World Bank) said that the World
39. In 1999, the General Assembly of the Intfanal Bank had found that mainstreaming gender was essential

Federation would be reviewing a draft policy on ger]de(}ot_onlyto lending sectors such as health, educz_ation and
equality with a viewto ensuring that the social differenceasg”?l_"ture and rural development, but also_ in_non-
between men and women were taken into account in (Iil‘liidltlona| sectors such as infrastructure and finance. In
Red Cross and Red Crescent activities worldwide, that Qfid€" t0 Sttrengtthen tfl‘(e Impagt on pO\{e;tyreclluctlotn, |ftv;/§s
programmes benefited men and women equally and tﬁﬁ't“ng steps 1o make gender an integral part of the
men and women at all levels had equal input and eq mprehensive development framework, in collaboration

participation. National Red Cross and Red CresceF{th the kUB'&eSAFNat'OnS Developmenassistance
Societies were also encouraged to implement projects fgrmewor ( ).
assist special groups of men or women, if local situatiod®. The World Bank had made substantial progress in

So required. bringing gender expertise and perspectives into its

40. Asof September 1999, there were more than 50 foddptitutional structure. Over the past two years, gender
points on gender issues in the national societies andqﬂl'c'eS and programn|1es_ had been gudlded b{.? Gendgr
regional and country delegations; their role was to raigctor Board. Consultations on gender policies an

awareness of the importance of considering gender issieggrammes had been _institutionalizeq thro_ugh the
in daily work and to apply gender analysis inexternal gender consultative group established in 1996.

programming. 46. The World Bank was currently preparing a policy
search report on gender and development, which would
aminethelinks between gender, policyand development,
d a gender sector strategy paper which would propose

R/stitutional and operational priorities for future work.

41. Thelnternational Federationwascurrentlyfocusir{
on the identification of good practices to demonstrate ho
the efficiency of its disaster relief and other programm

could be improved by considering gender issues. In Jd
1999, thefirst case study had been published, regardingt¥e The World Bank had found it highly beneficial to

experience of the Bangladesh Red Crescent Societyimtlude gender in the policy dialogue with Governments
recruiting female volunteers in its disaster managemestd was increasingly integrating gender into its work on
programme. country assistance strategies. In developing a

42. TheInternational Fedation welcomed theinitiative COMPrehensive development framework, the World Bank
of the United Nations to include gender analysis if@d found that the participation of women in strategic
humanitarian activities and policies and, in particular, thCé)nsuItatlohs could make _a major dlfference_ n
establishment of a special working group on théesiy strength_emng the age_nda,_b_undlng national ownership and
the Inter-Agency Standing Committee. The Internation8V€7€OMing gender disparities.

Federation was planning to develop guidelines on how48. The World Bank’s lending programme reflected
integrate gender concerns into its natural disaster religntinuing attention to gender. In tHi®99 fiscal year,
operations and would continue towork closelywith Unitethere had been significant gender action in two thirds of
Nations agencies to build on existing efforts. the operations in population, health and nutrition, and

43. In 1998 the executive management group of trpgarly half the 9peration§ in agricultur_e and rural
International Federation’s secretariathad setup aworkiﬂﬁvelOpmem' social protection and education.

group to review the situation of women in the secretarid®. The World Bank’s partnership with other donors to
and in the field; it had found that gender distribution aaddress women'’s access to financial services through the
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consultative group to assist the poor had made substantial
progress in assisting microfinance institutions that
provided financial services to theqr. In addion, the
World Bank was promoting better access to financial
services through its regular lending programme.

50. Gender training was becoming increasingly
important. The World Bank’s Gender Web Page waslinked
to other key gender sites on the Web, and the newly
establishe@enderstatprovided indicators on gender and
development and sex-disaggregated data for social and
economic indicators.

51. The World Bank was making efforts to identify best
practice in mainstreaming gender in sector-wide
investment and assistance programmes in collaboration
with a number of donors. It placed special emphasis on the
evaluation of gender in its activities, and was undertaking
an overall evaluation of mainstreaming gender in the work
of the Bank and its impact on client countries, to be
completed in June 2001.

52. The World Development Report on Poverty and
Development, which would appearin 2000, was integrating
genderthroughoutits central analysis, and it was proposed
that the World Development Report 2004 should be
devoted in its entirety to gender.

53. The Chairman announced that with the accession
of Tuvalu to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women, there were now
164 States parties to the Convention. She hoped that
ratification of the Convention would be achieved as soon
as possible.

The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.



