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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. Beijing Conference, and a National Programme for the
Advancement of Women had been created. Their priorities
were to alleviate the poverty of women, enhance social

Agenda item 109: Advancement of women protections and the social security safety net, improve well-
(continued (A/54/3, 38/Rev.1(Suppl.), 98, A/54/123-  heing within the family, strengthen bonds between older
E/1999/66, A/54/124, A/54/156-E/1999/102, and younger generations, and ensure respect for human
A/54/156/Add.1-E/1999/102/Add.1, A/54/224, 225,  rights and freedoms. The Programme’s goal was to create
341, 342, 352, 405) equal opportunities for women in the areas of peace,

Agenda item 110: Implementation of the outcome of health, education, decision-making and participation in
the Fourth World Conference on Women(continued political, social and economiclife. In addition, MOlﬁg(S
(AI54/124, 264, 354) population policy sought to ensure their participation in
development. The Mongolian National Poverty Allgion
rogramme also emphasized the principle of gender
guality.

1. Ms. Chong (Brunei Darussalam) commended th
United Nations on its prominent role in addressin
women’s issues, citing in particular the contributions o
the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), the  Herdelegation welcomedthereportofthe Secretary-
Committee on the Elimination of All Forms ofGeneral (A/54/123), which rightly pointed out that

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and thévomen’sparticipationintheagriculturalsector wasunder-

International Research and Training Institute for theported, and agreed that further comparative research on
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). that issue was greatly needed. Women made up 50.4 per

5 Rural had b ticularly affected b thcent of the total 2.4 million population of Mongolia and
- ~uralwomen had been particuiarly atlected by thgg 4 per cent of the female population lived in rural areas
volatile financial markets resulting from globalization, a

highliahted in th f the S G I and led a nomadic or semi-nomadic way of life. The
ighlighted in the report of the Secretary-General of), . qjtion to a market economy had brought opportunities

improvement of the situation of women in rural areag | challenges for the rural population, especially for
(A/54/12.3'E/1999/66)' It was therefore to be hOped_thWomen. The privatization of livestock had turned herdsmen
the special session of the Genefkalsemblly to be held n in%o owners, improving their economic status. On the other
the year 2000 to measure thg degree of |mplem.entat|orh%nd' the dismantling of the Government-subsidized social
the_Beulng Platform for Action would help to Improvesafety net had negatively affected conditions of life. A

hational programmes. survey of living standards conducted in 1997 hddheded

3. Ms. Nyamsuren(Mongolia) said that her country that over 25 per cent of the population lived below the

attached greatimportancetothe upcoming special sessipaverty line, mostly in rural areas.

which should be the occasion for reaffirming internation%

political commitment to the full implementation of thedistribute livestock to poor rural families, esjzly
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Humarhouseholds headed by women Furthe’rmore non-
Beve:opmeni Eeports prep%rlitg)l:l))y thelém.'tedd'giporb%vernmentalorgeinationswerealsofocusingtheirefforts
cevelopment Frogramme ( ) ). would, in addition,,, improving the economic viability of rural women; the
serve as useful guidelines for defining new initiatives iNomen’s Federation of Mongolia had, for example, set up

:\;‘e Spllr.'t of the ::%utr;h WOLId f(ikc])nfeéence.oq Womi:\hicrocredit funds in all 21 provinces. Beots had been
ongolia supported the work ot theé £.ommission on unched oninformation supply, training, microcredit and

Stgtus ofWomen and of the Econom|c and Social Coungj ployment, and 586 new jobs had been created.
inimplementing the Platform for Action. It also welcome _ . _
the Council’s adoption of the ministerial communiqué of- ~ Mongolia welcomed the strong international

employment, povertyalleviation and the empowerment ag@mmitment to the empowerment of women and intended
advancement of women. to sponsor a draft resolution on the situation of rural

omen.

The Government was therefore taking measures to

4.  Sincethe Fourth World Conference on Women botvr\q
Governments and non-governmental organizations h&d Ms. Pokharel (Nepal) said that her Government
stepped up activities on behalf of women. In Mongolia, th@ssociated itself with the statement presented by Guyana
national preparatory committee for the Beijing Conferen&®eaking on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Nepal
had been transformed into the Mongolian Nationayelcomed the report of the Secretary-General on the
Committee for the Implementation of the Decisions of thllow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women
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(A/54/264) and acknowledged the efforts of the Unitethe capacity of the Committee on the Elimination of All
Nations system to contribute to women’s empowermeRbrms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) to
with a view to achieving sustainable human developmefulfil its mandate.

and enforcing human rights. 12. Romania had taken firm steps to fulfil the

9. Nepal had recently satitted its initial report under commitments it had undertaken in Beijing, and planned
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms oftopresentadetailed accountofwomen’sadvancementand
Discrimination against Women, and viewed the adoptiagender equality policies during the consideration of its
of the Optional Protocol as a milestone in the protectidourth periodic report to CEDAW in June 2000.

Endhstrengthemnglofv(\;omen s rights. Itwallzedn.courag| . The Romanian authorities had elaborated, and had
oth governmental and non-governmental bodies to magg,,,, 1o implement, a national action plan the main

special efforts to prevent all forms of violence againgjyiectives of which were to create and develop institutional
women. It urged the international community to prowdpg(ij

for the rehabilitati frof disol achinery for policy coordination in the area of women'’s
supportfor the rehabilitation of refugee women, displac vancement; toimprove the economic situation of women;

womr(]en, and womer|1 whodhad bgendwctlmskof \_"ﬁlenﬁ?o equalize theireess to the labour market, better their
Furthermore, Nepal was determined to work with othgf,, \ing conditions, and enhance their control and use of

"dconomic resources; to preventand control violence against

countries to combat trafficking in women and children i
South Asia, and anticipated that a regional convention Hbmen and children; and to integrate the conceptofgender
equality into all areas of social, cultural and educational

that subject would be adopted at the upcomimgrait of

the South Asian Assation for Regional Cooperation jite A national mechanism had been createdtoimplement
(SAARC). those goals at the governmental and parliamentary levels.
10. In Nepal, the Ministry of Women and Social Welfardhe work of the Romanian Ombudsman on behalf of

was aiming in particular to resolve the educational gendehildren, women and families was expected to contribute
gap through programmes designed to increase wometoghe success of those efforts.

access to formal and non-formal education, and wag 1 significant new laws had been drafted and were
considering the establishment of a women’s commissiofjy rently on the parliamentary agenda: the first provided
Non-governmental organizations as well as private aggl oqyal opportunities for women, prohibited sex-based
social associations had also been deeply involved |ity, - giscrimination, defined and prohibited sexual

improving the status of Nepalese women by creating gy} assment, and established conditions for job advertising
environment that would encourage their participation ig, 4 5cquisition; the second provided for paternal leave,
national and local decision-making. The Constitutiofiy, 5 view to equalizing the participation of fathers in

stipulated that within each political party, 5 per cent Ofthﬁaking care of newborns, and promoted the principles of

candidates for seats in the House of Representatives Mysl .o inyolvement in family life and shared responsibility
be women; an electoral provision likewise establlshedthr%l'r the rearing and educating of children.

20 per cent of elected posts at the local level must be i ) ]
reserved for women. Nepal was committed to integratinp-  With the valuable support of the United Nations

women into all aspects of national development over ttéevelopment Programme (UNDP), the Government had
long term. also established a programme on women'’s right to health

inthe workplace and toreproductive health, and had taken

11. Ms. Bl_ajan (R_omanla) said that her Gove_mmenFneasures to combat violence against women within the
associated itself with the _statement _made by le'?md @Bntext of a broader strategy designed to control violence,
behalfof the European Union. In the view of Romania, th@specially in the home. In addition, in close collaboration
_Fourth World Conference on Women had had_ a gr tth human rights non-governmental orgations, ithad

!mpact on governm_ent_pollc_les and on the activities Lot up a pilot centre to assist and protect victims of family
international organizations in the development of neW . .nce It had found that cooperation between
strategies and solutions for the realization of women, vernment and social organizations was crucial in

equality and human rights. The special session sho dressing discriminatory practices against women.
provide an excellent opportunity to assess the

implementation of the Beijing commitments, and shoul46- Romaniavalued its cooperation with the Division for
give newimpetus to national efforts to overcome obstacldge Advancement of Women, the Commission on the Status
In that connection, her delegation welcomed the adoptigh Women, CEDAW, the United Nations Development
ofthe Optional Protocol which should, in its view, enhancgund for Women (UNIFEM), and the International
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Training and Research Institute for the Advancement ofiltural, gender and developmental policies on women’s
Women (INSTRAW). It was convinced that thelives.

impleme.ntation of.the Beijing Declaration. and Platformg . Zmeevsky (Russian Federation) said that there
for Action required close collaboration betweef,q peen many positive developments since the Fourth
Governments, civil societies, international organizationgyoriq Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995). The
andthe United Nations system. In thatregard, the "Womea iz ation of women’s rights, the attainment of gender

2009; spﬁmal ses.S|or; of rt]he_ Geneﬁe_a?lserrnbly should ¢4 alityand the implementation of themmitments made
provide the occasion for the international community iy pejiing were viewed as priorities by the international

work together to achieve full respect for women’s rightg,, yymuynity. The idea ofintegrating the gender factor in all

17. Ms.Leonce-Caryl(SaintLucia), speaking on behalfspheres of United Nations activities had become a reality.
of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), said that iHis delegation welcomed, in particular, the adoption ofthe
associated itself with the statement presented by Guya@ptional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of

on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Th&ll Formsof Discrimination against Women. The Russian

implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platfornfederation had participated actively in the drafting of the
for Action had, however, met with less success than h&ptional Protocol and looked forward toits rapid entryinto

been desired. Women, who made up the greater percenttuee.
of the population and the work force, bore the brunt

| n” 4 oth il il As a result of globalization, the current financial
poverty, unemployment, | |teracy, and other social llSyyisig had affected the entire world economy. Developing
Seventy per cent of the world’s poor were women.

countries and countries with economies in transition had
18. In order to implement the twelve critical areas dfeen particularly hard hit, and, within those countries,
concern, CARICOM had chosen to focus its subregionalomen had suffered most. In the Russian Federation, the
efforts on specific areas ofthe Platform for Action: womeanrisis had led to the decline of production and sharp
and poverty, education, health, and violence againsicreasesinunemploymentand inflation. His Government
women. Efforts to combat the problem of poverty wereias seeking to mitigate the social cost of the crisis by
hardened by a lack of data. As the Platform for Actiomcreasing social assistance to teachers, doctors and other
contended, poverty could not be eradicated without accemsblic-sector workers, most of whom were women, and by
of all women to resources, opportunities and publi@king stepsto ensure regular payment ofthe child benefit.
services. Realizing that education for the economic aml the light of the impact of the crisis, the Russian
social development of women was also significanEederation was proposingthatthe intional community
educational andtraining programmes for women and gigfould consider establishing a mechanism to manage the
were being conducted throughout the subregion. Measupgscess of globalization.

were also being taken to formulate national domestig, g international community must make a concerted
violence policies, which called for training programmeggo ¢ 1o combat the problem of female poverty. Countries
for police, lawyers, social workers, the clergy, and healthyis, economies in transition required intational support

car? v(\;oLkeLs.hMost CARICOM couhntri(a-l§ had gigne;:i a|’|"f9r job creation programmes targeted at women and
ratified both the Convention on the Elimination of Alliiia+iyes aimed at promotingrfeale entrepreneurship and
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Inte

. . o X re'nhancing women’s managerial skills. The Russian
AmerlcanConventlonontheEradlcatlon,Punlshmenta%deration had welcomed the inclusion of

Prevention of Violence against Women. CARICOMgqqmmendations in the ministerial communiqué on the

welcomed the adoption ofthe Optional Protocol tothefirs];de of employment and work in poverty eradication: the

mentioned Convention and supported its early entry infgy, ,o\verment and advancement of women adopted at the
force. high-level segment of the Economic and Social Council’s
19. For the implementation process to move forwargubstantive session of 1999 that addressed the social and
remedies must be found for the widening gap betwe@tonomic problems facing women in those countries.

developed and developing countries. In the latter, poveryy Regrettably, the number of women in the world

and unemployment were increasing, life expectancy Wage e by armed conflicts and other crises had not

dropping, and S.O(.:ial problems like te_enage Pregnantyminished. High priority must be given to preventive
prostitution and illiteracy were on the rise. In the view g

. : éiplomacy and measures to avert humanitarian
CARICOM, t_he Ple_ltform for AC“.On _falled to des_tl ?atastrophes. At the same time, initiatives to minimize
adequately with the impact of globalization and of social,
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human suffering must be undertaken in a manneut rates among girls. It was also seeking to increase the
consistent with the Charter of the United Nations and thmumber of young women receiving cattional training.
norms of international law and sanctions regimes shouwrious initiatives had been undertaken to enhance
in future take account of the adverse impact of sanctiom®men’s social and economicintagipn, and reproductive

on women and other vulnerable groups. health care had been made an integral part of basic health

24. TheRussian Federation hopedthatthe special sessiGh!Ces:

of the General Assembly in June 200Qiged “Women 28. In order to address the 12 critical areas of concern
2000: gender equality, development and peace for theentified in the Beijing Platform for Action, his
twenty-first century” would result in a broad consensuSovernment had established a number of priorities,
regarding the steps needed tobuild on the strategies agresduding the strengthening of women’s economic
at the Beijing Conference to promote the advancementmftential, the reduction of female poverty and the
women. It had welcomed the balanced resolution on tiraprovement ofwomen’s living conditions, tHenx@nation
organizational aspects of the preparations for the speaidlgender stereotypes, the protection of the girl child, the
session adopted by the preparatory committee in Maragmhancement of women’s participation in their

It was concerned, however, that work on the text of themmmunities, the protection of women migrants, the
concluding documents of the special session had yetdevelopment of statistics disaggregated by gender, and the
begin and that the modalities for participation by norbuilding of international cooperation.

governmental organizations had not been determined. T.
successful outcome of the special session would make
important contribution to the full realization of women’
rights.

. Mr. Manele (Solomon Islands) said that, under the
@Bnstitution, fundamental rights and freedoms were
Sguaranteed to all citizens of the Solomon Islands
irrespective of gender. Most women, however, were
25. Mr. Cherif (Tunisia) said that his delegation wasinaware of their legal rights, and their political
gratified by the adoption by the GeneAalsembly of the participation was low. Those problems must be addressed
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination dh order to enable women to contribute to decision-making
All Forms of Discrimination against Women. It wasand to the country’s overall development.

concerned, however, that the progress made towards §be More than 80 per cent of Solomon Islands women
realization of the goals articulated at the Fourth Worlﬁ\/ed in rural areas and were engaged in subsistence
Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995) had been Unevelﬁrming and fishing. Major obstacles to women’s

Women's plight was most acute in regions afflicted by ancement were low literacy rates among females
poverty,|II|teracyaqdmarglnahzatlpn.Hlsdelegatlonw 7 per cent) and low school enrolment figures. His
convinced that social and economic development and tA¢, ernment therefore accorded high priority to education
advancementofwomenwenthandin handand thatwomgny 1, ;man resources development, strongly supported the
could act as catalysts for development. The internationgly,,sedaunching of a United Nations decade to eradicate
community also had aroleto play by supporting developifiteracy and looked forward to the World Education
cpuntrie; in establishing an environment conducive to“l‘i%rum to be held in Senegal in April 2000 and to the
fight against poverty. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
26. His Government was committed to the promotion @rganization (UNESCO), to give substance to those
women’s rights. Under the revised Constitution, thimternationaliitiatives atthe ationaland regional levels.

principles of equality and non-discrimination on ground§1 His Government had recently adoptedaional

of gender were gu_aranteed. The Code on Personal Sta\”ﬁﬁnen’s policy. The Division of Women and Development
and the Nationality, Labour and Penal Codes had beﬁp the Ministry of Youth, Women and Sports and the
g_mer}dgd Sg as to ellmlni\'t_e Ga” provisions ;h%ational Council of Women, which were the main

) |scr|m|natﬁ agalnst\fvor_nehn. IS overnmintsoa_g_ t’i'|[?1plementing agencies, would work in partnership with
Its approach to women'srights, to pres_ervef[ etr_a '“Oﬂabn society, including non-governmental organizations
cultural valuesthat were central to Tunisian identity, whllfnn eneral and church groupsin particular. In the Solomon

embracing the universal human values that characterizlg nds, church women'’s groups provided the only formal

modern society. assistance available to manywomen, eglgthose living
27. Withinthe framework of its educational reforms, hign rural areas.
Government had taken a number of measures to cut drop-
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32. Lack of resources and weak coordination were ti3¢. Under theterms ofthe Platform for Action, UNIFEM
major obstaclestothe effective and timelyimplementatidrad the task of increasing options and possibilities for the
of national women’s programmes. Capacity-buildingconomic and political development of women. To that
through training and education waiical. There was also end, it had strengthened its links with other bodies and was
a need to raise awareness among women of regional aff@ring technical assistance at both the regional and
international programmes of action. His delegn wished international levels. For two decades, it had supported
to acknowledge, in that connection, the assistance of tinmovative and experimental activities that benefited
United Nations International Research and Trainingomen in over 65 countries. The Argentine Liaison
Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW) inproject, for example, had setup an imfi@tion network for
conducting the National Training Seminar on Womenofficial institutions and civil associations, with a view to
Environmental Management and Sustainable Developmel@mocratizing and streamlining the flow of information
in August 1998 in Honiara. INSTRAW's current financiainto and out of the country.

difficulties must eceive thespport recessary to enable it 5

. o ! The great challenge of the twenty-first century was
to expand its activities and it must be addressed.

to overcome the practical obstacles to the advancement of
33. The Solomon Islands was committed to theomen and to combat age-old discriminatory patterns
ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of Allaffecting women not only as individuals but as a group by
Forms of Discrimination against Women. The adoption @fistituting specially designed educational campaigns.
its national women’s policy had been a positive step in thArgentina applauded the recent adoption of the Optional
direction. Given the limited national capacity in the aredrotocol to the Convention and supported its rapid entry
of data collection and analysis, the Solomon Islands woultto force.

_require.tgchnical a_lssista_nce'fromthe Secrgtariatto enagga_ The Argentine delegation hoped that the Ad Hoc
itto fulfll_lts reporting obligations under article 18 OftheCommittee responsible for formulating an international
Convention. convention against organized international crime would
34. Ms. Ramirez (Argentina) said that her delegationalso draft a protocol on the traffic in women and children.
associated itself, first and foremost, with the statemeAtgentinahad actively participated in thatundertaking and
presented by Mexico on behalf of the countries of the Rigould continue to do so. The Government also hoped that
Group, and in particular with its remarks on preparatiortie coming century would bring with it the continuing
for both the special session of the Gené&sdembly and advancement of women within the Secretariat.

the Eighth Regional Conference on Women in Latigg  \r akinsanya (Nigeria) said that his delegation
America and the Caribbean. wished to align itself with the statement made by the
35. Her Government noted that the Argentine publiepresentative of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and
lacked a clear awareness of the power relationshigfina. Therecentadoption bythe General Assemblyofthe
between men and women, and in particular, of th@ptional Protocol tothe Convention onthe Elimination of
obstacles blocking their participation on a par with meAll Forms of Discrimination against Women would provide
in the production process and in the distribution of wealtivomen throughout the world with an effective mechanism
Her Governmenthoped thatthe question ofthe eliminatidor the protection of their rights under that instrument.
of traditional and cultural stereotypes which impedeligeria had ratified the Convention ih985 without
women’s access to leadership positions would be vigorousBservation. Since the presentation tothe Committee on the
addressed during the “Women 2000” special session. Elimination of Discimination against Women of Nigeria’s
a?ombined second and third periodic reports on the

Research and Training Institute for the Advancement plementatiohn dOf kthe Conventic(;r:j in 1h998, br:is
Women (INSTRAW) had necessitated drastic decision, overnment had taken steps to address the problems

among them the closing of the New York liaison Oﬁicel_dentlfled by the Committee, in particular the persistence

Argentina supported the economic restructuring of t 'har.mful traditional practices that affected the health of
Institute because it would improve its efficiency and hel igerian women and girls.

to surmount the crisis. INSTRAW was the only institutio®1l. His Government had established a new Federal
devoted to investigation and training in the area dflinistry of Women’s Affairs and Youth Development,
women’s advancement; it should not be dismantled fbeaded by a female Minister, to enhance coordination on
financial reasons. women’s programmes. In addition, there were Ministries

36. The financial crisis confronting the Internation
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of Women'’s Affairs in each division of the country whichMinistry of Women and Developmentwould coordinate the
worked with non-governmental organizations on gendefforts of provincial women’s development departments
issues. Some division workshops had been organizedatod other agenciesto encourage the participation ofwomen
develop strategies for the implementation of that all levels. The plan focused on universatess to
commitments made at the Fourth World Conference @ducation with the aim of achieving 100 per cent school
Women (Beijing, 1995), while the Federal Ministry ofenrolment and eliminating the gender gap by 2003. Job
Women'’s Affairs had published simplified manuals on thgeneration and the creation ofa conducive environment for
12 critical areas of concern set out in the Platform fdyusiness opportunities were regarded as the best tools to
Action. overcome thefeminization of poverty. Another prioritywas
u&jversal accesstobasichealth careincluding reproductive

women included the broadcast of a video on the problerﬂgalth care, particularlyinrural areas. The latest statistics
of early marriage; the relaunching of the universal bas'i'ad'calted that child mortal_lty for girls had improved over
education scheme; improveccess to health care forthe pastdecade. A campaign had been launched to educate

expectant mothers; the dissemination of information &nepubllcaboutthesomal costs of violence againstwomen,

family planning and child-spacing with a view toand to educate women about action to be taken against

improving the overall health and quality of life ofwomen,‘)ﬁend.ers' C.”S'S cen.tres_f(.)r victims qf_wolence had been
ablished in all major cities. In addition to programmes

and the raising of awareness through posters, leaflets &l

media discussion ofthe need to elevate the status ofthe grlpromote social awarenes; about wpmen s rights, the
child. overnment was engaged in a continuous process of

reviewing discriminatory legislation.
43. With the recent tramson to democratic rule in

Nigeria and with women already occupying leadershi
positions in the private sector, there had been
appreciable increase in the number of women appointe
high-level posts in Government and elected

representative organs. 48. Women constituted the backbone of the Rwandan
economy, which was mainly based on agriculture: 97 per
%ﬂnt of women depended on farming for their subsistence.

42. Other measures to promote the advancement

7. Mr. Augustus (Rwanda) said that his delegation

sociated itself with the statement made by the

Jgfﬁoresentative of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and
ina.

t

44, The special session ofthe Genérsdemblyin June
2000 should highlight the progress made since the Fou

World Conference on Women and identify furthe ome 60 per cent of women were widows. Women and girls

initiatives that would advance the implementation of th ad suffered thewor;t atrocities during the 1994 genocide,
Beijing Platform for Action. The adoption of a shor nd manywho had witnessed and endured rape, torture and

visionary declaration reaffirming the commitment of th rutality were still traumatized. Many households were

international community to the Platform would givé“?W. headed by W|dows_ who lived in abject poverty. T_he
renewed impetus to that process. Ministry of Gender, with a woman at the helm, in

collaboration with the World Health Organization and
45. Ms. Aftab (Pakistan) said that notwithstanding someriendly countries, had undertaken the rehabilitation of the
positive trends, women continued to be victims Ofjctims of rape and was providing medical assistance and
discrimination and Violence both W|th|n the fam”y and irtrauma Counse”ing. Resources were urgent|y required to
societyatlarge, and their contribution to society remaineftovide shelter, support and income-generating activities

largely unrecognized. They constituted the majority of thigr women, as well as legal representation to secure their
world’s poor, and two thirds of the worldifliterates, rights.

making them vulnerable to exploitation. Their plight was W I ted in the leaislati d
even worse in situations of armed conflict. Rape had beé : omen were well representedin the legisiative an

used as a weapon of war in Africa and in the Balkans, a lbdiqial systems and in key pogts in govgrnment and the
was being used in Kashmir even now. The internation r':lrllament was currently working on a bill to amend the

community must condemn India’s barbarity in Kashmilj.r?her.'ta.nce. and Iand ownership laws so as to eliminate
discrimination against women. The Government had

46. Pakistan had finalized its national plan of actiosypported the establishment ofawomen’s communal fund,
which covered all 12 critical areasidentified in the Be|]|ng\lh|ch targeted poor women who did not have access to
Platform for Action and had been developed with thgank loans, and had set up a guarantee fund for middle
participation of non-governméal organizations, women'’s cjass women through a commercial bank, giving priority
organizations and social scientists. Under that plan, theprojects offering employment to women.
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50. His Government had established women’s councB§. The bureau was currently developing gender
providing a forum for women to participate in all areas ahonitoring indicators for the implementation of the
national development andeelerate their empowerment.Platform for Action. As more and more gender
It was establishing popular tribunals which would enabléisaggregated data became available, it had become clear
the local population to participate in the adjudication dhat women were critical to national development
genocide cases and crimes againsthumanity committeceimdeavours. Statistics showed that female-headed
Rwanda; 30 per cent ofthe members of the tribunals woulduseholds constituted 47 per cent of the rural and 29 per
be women. cent of the urban population living below the povertyline,
51. Mr. Suh Dae-won (Republic of Korea) said that and_thatwomen represented a disproportionate share ofthe
despite some gains, women were still encounteri _rlcultural_labourforce, but controlleo_| o_nly 38 per cent
numerous obstacles, including those engendered . )lltsop_e_ratlons. _Unfortunately,thepartlatp)nofv_vomen
decision-making had not matched the widespread

economic crises and conflict situations. Governments a tizati hich d K _
civil society must form a partnership in applying new cod emocratization which was under way in tenya: women
rtepresented only a small percentage of members of

of conduct and behaviour. Political will and commitmen i 4 admini ithouah there had b
were essential to all initiatives for the equal treatment arliament and administrators, although there had been a
ht increase in the number of women in the judiciary.

women and gender mainstreaming. In that connection, 51 di dd her G . b
delegation noted with satisfaction that the Economic and'€ disaggregated data put her Government in a better

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific planned faosition to assess gender disparities, target interventions
organize a high-level intergovernmental meeting iind monitor the impact of policies. All statistics pointed

Bangkok in October 1999 to review the regionatlotheneedtoinvolvewomenin every aspect of sustainable

implementation of the Beijing Declaration and PlatfornQevglopment. Despl_te overwhfalmlng qbstacles, women
for Action. continued to play major productive rolesin both the formal

and particularly the informal sectors.
52. His Government was formulating policies with

special emphasis on women’srights and empowerment.
1999, it had enacted the gender discrimination and relf
act, which prohibited gender discrimination in
employment, education, the use of services and faciliti
and the application of laws and regulations, and provid

4~ Kenya expected that the implementation of the
ommendations of the World Summit for Social
evelopmentthrough the national poverty eradication plan
ould enhance the advancement of women, particularly if
& e targets in the fields of education, health and poverty

for investigation and corrective measures. It had enactd§re met. However, any further action would hinge on its

other laws to further strengthen the enabling environmed llity to mobilize resources and strengthen capacity-

for Korean women to participate in economic activities.bu'ldmg at the local, national and international levels.

53. Ms. Odera (Kenya) said that her delegation fully58' Ms. Afifi (Morocco) said that while strategies for

associated itself with the statement made on behalf of tﬂgnder equality had unquestionablybroughtabout progress
Group of 77 and China In the affluent societies, in poor societies like those in

_ Africa, where socio-economic problems were particularly
54. The women’s bureau, which was the governmegtute, the situation of women was alarming: poverty,
agency for women in Kenya, had initiated the process gfainutrition, illiteracy and associated ills had further

implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action bymarginalized women and deprived them of their most
distributing a training manual to promote gendegiementary rights.

sensitization at the district level and help fotateidistrict
specific action plans. In December 1997, a nation
conference to review progress had revealed that ma
obstacles continued to impede implementation.

rmonious development and remedy social disparities in

e status of men and women. In particular, the
Governmenthad organized anational campaign to combat
55. Thewomen’s bureauwasin the process of preparigglence against women, in collaboration with non-
anational policydocumenton gender and development ajéernmental organizations. Despite sociocultural and
had taken an active role in promoting gendsjjstorical obstacles, Moroccowasimplementing a national
mainstreaminginthe publicsector byhOIdingSeminarngfrategy aimed at the integration of women into
leaders of government ministries. development and the national plan of action adopted in
March 1999 reflected all the @utives identified in the
Beijing Platform for Action. Women were now presentin

ﬁ? Morocco had made constant efforts to achieve
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all areas of national life, including key posts withapproach adopted by UNICEF required enhanced analytical
responsibility in the legislative, executive and judiciahnd programming skills to assess root causes of problems
spheres. facing women and children as well as a better

Wnderstanding ofthe linkages between their problems and

the General Assembly of the Optional Protocol to thtge human, financial and organizational resources needed
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of© resolve them. The specific commitments from

Discrimination against Women, and expressed h Fvelopingcountriesandthedonorcommunitytoexpand

delegation’s hope that Member States wouldped to its asic social services called for atthe international meeting
early ratification on the 20/20 initiative held at Hanoi were essential to

_ _ realizing the goals set at Beijing and Cairo.
61. As mentlonedmthereportoftheSecretary—Generé UNICEF h . tairls’ educati h
(A/54/123-E/1999/66), globalization and declining " sawine expansion ofgirls education astne

international cooperation in developmenthad exacerba to tulfilling the r!ght_s of girls and women. The Fund
the marginalization of rural women in developin ad been collaborating in efforts not o_nlytmmpro&ms
countries. Her delegation therefore particularly support (ascho_ols, butalsqto r_emovgunderlymg strgctural defects
the recommendations contained in paragraph 79 of tH oted in gender discrimination and inequality. In the area

report. The special needs of elderly women in rural are§ maternal mortality, UNICEF was worI_<mg with its
also deserved attention. partners — notably the World Health Organization (WHO)

and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) — to

62. Atthe national level, the Sri Lankan Governmengromote women-friendly health services and an enabling
wished to draw attention to the establishment of a numbgfvironment for change.

of government mechanisms dealing with child protection For the Beiii dCai | b hieved. |
migrantwomen,womeninfreetradezones,populationaﬁZ' orthe Beljingand Cairogoals to be achieved, itwas

reproductive health, and tobacco and alcohol, as well adgeessaryto br_ea.k the “conspiracygfsi_lence“ surrounding
mobile service catering for problems of rural women. Th'él\é/'ngSIand Its |m_;|)_ﬁct 0? pas:]gams '(;] wo_me-hn Zhealth d
Women’s Committee responsible for the implementatio evelopment. us 1ar, the pandemic had cause

of a Women’s Charter modelled on the Convention w. million children to be orphaned; the figure was likely to
involved, inter alia, in reviewing legislation and rise to 40 million by the year 2000. Moreover, women

conducting gender sensitization programmes for Ci\;ﬁisproportionatelysharedthe burden of that tragedy. With

servants. Ithad also established a mechanism for receivih |evyto eafﬁlcigréglztrr\]e(rj]ebcess?rychgngels In behawourhgnd
complaints of discrimination; judicial redress would paractice, ad been fostering close partnerships

further facilitated by a law on equal opportunities Whicl){vith gommugit;r/] groupsh, l:?\r;)::leDss young people, care
the Government was proposing to enact. providers and those wit '

60. Ms. Joseph(Sri Lanka) welcomed the adoption b

63. The Ministry of Women’s Affairs, was responsible68' It was important to be mindful ofthe manychallenges

for implementing Sri Lanka'’s national plan of action f0|Wh'C.h lay ahgad. As many as 600 thousand women
furthering the goals of the Beijing Conference and ha(a)ntmued to (.j'? each year in pregnancy, and 600 million
established focal points in other ministries to monitop OMen Were |I.I|terate. All Member State; r.nust. be urged
gender mainstaming in government policy. The Ministrym_)t OT”V. to ratlfy th.e Convention on thénElnatlpn of

was supported in its work by United Nations agencies a@scnmmatlon aggmst W"me”. andthe Conventllon on the
bilateral donors, and haggently received a pledge of ights of the Child and to withdraw reservations as a

substantial financial backing from the United Nation@atter. of urgency, bgt also to translate mternaﬂonal
Development Programme (UNDP). commitments into action. Strong partnerships between

_ _ United Nations agencies, civil society and Governments
64. Concernedthattheplightofwomenmigrantworketgad been proved crucial to the effectiveness of
was being overlooked, her delegation expressed the hggerventions. In that connection, the judicial colloquium
that the requisite number of countries would ratify thgeing convened in Vienna by the Division for the

Convention on the Protection of the nghtS of All Migranrb\dvancement of Women (DAW) was most welcome.
Workers and Members of Their Families in order that

i . . .
might come into force by the year 2000. é9. UNICEF was also involved at regional and national

_ _ levels in preparing for the special session of the General
65. Ms. Rasheed(Observer for the United Nationsassembly and planned to convene speevents at that
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)) said that the rights-basegession on themesrelating to genderaditys UNICEF had
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also focused on capacity-building for gendemainstreaming;a nationalwomen’s fund which provided
mainstreaming and had developed gender focal poieredits and grantstoimpoverished women in the informal
networksin all regions. Furthermore, UNICEF had issueskctor; and a Central Social Welfare Board which worked
a guide on gender mainstreaming throughout thibrough more than a thousand voluntary organizations.

programme cycle in line with the Secretary-General'scajly  agpart of efforts to combat violence against women,
for specific strategies to be developed in that area. Greaiel o cells had been established in police stations and
attentlon was alsp be|_ng paid tq the adults of the fUt“Women’s participation in law enforcement had been
throughlntgrventlonsm early childhood to ensuregen(_jﬁbgraded_ At the village level, gender-specific social
equality, with the role of parents and the community,, ot services had become widespread. Women's
increasingly being highlighted. empowerment featured prominently in the Government'’s
70. Ms. Gertrudis-Davis (Equatorial Guinea) said thatfive-year plan. In central government, there were now
her Government had established a Ministry of Socialgnificant numbers of women ministers. Large numbers
Affairs and the Status of Women, headed by women, tof female candidates had been elected to manage village
improve the situation of the family and ensure thaffairs — a development unthinkable earlier. Indeed,
participation of women in decision-making. Women werpublic awareness was growing that even rural women had
now a major presence in the legislature and the judiciatieir rights, duties and responsibilities. Given that India
and participated actively in the national armed forcesesided in its villages, his delegation welcomed the
Progresswas often hindered by lack of resources, howevancerns expressed by the Secretary-General in his report
and by sociocultural difficulties inherited from the past.on rural women (A/54/123-E/1999/66).

71. The 1997-2001 medium-term economic strateg¥p. On the negative side, globalization was only
covered three main areas: health, education, and fhereasing marginalization of the poorccantating
economic sector. The objectives were toachieve nutritionacome disparities, eroding job security and affecting
coverage of the most vulnerable sector, reduce matermakess to health services and education. Moreover, the
and infant mortality, and ensure the supply of cleagrowinginsecurity of communities carried the potential to
drinking water; eliminate female illiteracy in rural areaslisintegrate whole societies. In developing countries
and provide vocational training in urban areas, and educatgrticularly, the likely impact on women’s advancement,
women about their rights; and reduce poverty, providd bleak economic growth prospects, environmental
small loans to women'’s rural cooperatives, and increadegradation and pressure on land was a further cause for
employment. Various non-governmental organizatioredarm. The worst casualties would be health (particularly
were working with the Government to achieve those goaisproductive health), hygiene and education.

in the social sector. 76. Ifthe social developmentagenda did noteed, the

72. Mr. Bhattacharjee (India), said that his delegationadvancement of women would be at stake. Similarly,
wished to associate itself fully with the statement made mjithout accelerated implemgation of the Beijing Rtform
Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. THer Action, no social development or integration could take
adoption ofthe Optional Protocol represented an importapiace. The impact of globalization was such that
milestone in the advancement of women. India algcansnational corporationswhose offshore éatiwoffered
strongly supported the revitalization of INSTRAW. job opportunities for women insisted on investment
ecéonditions which diluted social standards and subverted
cal laws protecting the rights of the individual.
eveloping countries could not hope to create an enabling
Ienvironmen'[ for women'’s rights when the international
environment worked against them. In that context,
6{pternational cooperation was crucial.

73. Atthenationallevel, his Governmentwas committ
to improving the status of women and had prioritized thI
girl child. A number of institutional mechanisms existe
for promoting women'’s rights in line with internationa
human rights instrumenténter alia, a Department of
Women and Child Development which gave particul
attention to rural women; a National Commission fofhe meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.
Women which revised legislation, addressed allegations

of discrimination and provided an umbrella for policy

formulation based on international human rights

instruments; a Parliamentary Committee for the

Empowerment of Women which monitored gender
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