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Fifty-fourth session
Agenda item 105
Implementation of the first United Nations Decade
for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006)

Letter dated 18 February 2000 from the Permanent
Representative of Gabon to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the Declaration on the Economic
and Social Agenda for Africa at the Dawn of the Third Millennium, adopted at the
Summit of African Heads of State and Government held on 18 and 19 January 2000
in Libreville (see annex).

I should be most grateful if you would have this letter and its annex distributed
as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 105.

(Signed) Denis Dangue Réwaka
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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Annex
[Original: English and French]

Libreville Declaration on the Economic and Social Agenda for Africa at
the Dawn of the Third Millennium, adopted at the conclusion of the
Summit of African Heads of State and Government held on 18 and 19
January 2000

1. At the invitation of the President of the Gabonese
Republic, His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, the
Heads of State and Government of the countries of sub-
Saharan Africa met in Libreville on 18 and 19 January
2000 for an economic summit,* with a view to
deliberating on an agenda for Africa at the dawn of the
new millennium and on the challenges of accelerating
economic growth and eliminating poverty. On this
occasion, they discussed Africa’s economic and social
progress over the past few years as well as their vision
of Africa’s future, and underscored their determination
to address resolutely the impediments to social and
economic progress and bring about a visible reduction
of poverty. They also conferred on ways of
strengthening sub-Saharan Africa’s partnership with its
multilateral and bilateral development partners.

2. The Heads of State and Government noted the
fact that the region is lagging behind the rest of the
world in improving living standards. They were also
concerned by Africa’s negative image, linked to
conflict, pandemics, and poor economic and social
performance. Moreover, Africa’s integration into the
world economy has been slow.

3. The Heads of State and Government underscored
that, despite the recent economic recovery in many
countries, much more needed to be done to reduce
poverty. Unemployment remains at a distressingly high
level, particularly among Africa’s youth; illiteracy
continues to be high; and progress in combating many
endemic diseases has been slow. In particular, the
summit participants deeply regretted the spread of
AIDS and malaria and their devastating impact on the
continent.

4. The Heads of State and Government recognized
the strong synergy between sound macroeconomic
policies and market-friendly structural reforms, on the
one hand, and policies that benefit the poor directly, on
the other hand. They agreed that the reduction of

poverty is not possible in the absence of economic
growth.

5. The Heads of State and Government pledged to
redouble their efforts to promote strong and lasting
growth and poverty reduction through, in particular, the
elimination of unproductive expenditure,
improvements in education, health, social services, and
basic infrastructure. They reaffirmed their resolve to
reduce poverty by half by 2015, in keeping with the
commitments agreed to in Copenhagen. They pledged
to establish a committee to monitor the implementation
of the recommendations made by this conference.

6. The Heads of State and Government stressed the
need to use available resources as effectively and
efficiently as possible, in order to promote and
accelerate social development. Moreover, they affirmed
their determination to fight corruption, and pledged to
continue the reform of the judiciary, strengthen the
effectiveness of public institutions, and promote
administrative and territorial decentralization. They
also recognized the importance of reforming civil
services in order to increase efficiency.

7. In recognition of the crucial role that trade plays
in economic development, the Heads of State and
Government called on industrial countries to gradually
eliminate agricultural subsidies and open their markets
to African products, particularly agricultural goods and
textiles. The leaders also reiterated their resolve to
accelerate the subregional and regional integration
process already under way.

8. The Heads of State and Government underscored
the importance of deep structural reforms in
transforming the private sector into the engine of
growth. They firmly hoped that the sustained
implementation of reforms would help create the
conditions that would attract the necessary
concessional foreign assistance, as well as inflows of
foreign direct investment.

* See attached list of participants.
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9. Regarding the devastating impact that the AIDS
epidemic has had on the social and economic fabric of
many countries in Africa, the Heads of State and
Government undertook to take all necessary steps to
raise public awareness of the problem and to slow the
spread of the disease, drawing on the successful
experiences of other countries. To this end, they
appealed to the international community to provide
more assistance in supporting these efforts actively.

10. The Heads of State and Government underscored
the importance of stepping up efforts to build peace
and to establish regional conflict resolution and crisis
prevention mechanisms, which would need, however,
the firm support of the international community.

11. The Heads of State and Government welcomed
the interest accorded by the international community to
poverty reduction and its full integration into
macroeconomic and structural reform programmes.
They endorsed the new framework for IMF and World
Bank concessional lending policies, particularly the
introduction of country-owned Poverty Reduction
Strategy Papers and the transformation of the Enhanced
Structural Adjustment Facility into the Poverty
Reduction and Growth Facility. The new framework
should signal a new approach for cooperation among
the recipient countries, multilateral institutions, and
other donors. This should also include assistance in
building up the necessary administrative and
institutional capacity to formulate and implement
poverty reduction policies. However, the Heads of
State and Government requested that this new approach
should not result in additional conditionality. They
further underscored that the planned timing of
structural reforms would have to take into account the
requirements of the consultative process and the impact
of external and internal shocks so as to avoid the
interruption of programmes.

12. The Heads of State and Government agreed on
the need for consultation between Government and
civil society in order to increase the public’s
understanding and ownership of its country’s strategy.
However, this consultative process should take cultural
factors and customs in the countries concerned into
account, and should not constitute a political
conditionality.

13. The Heads of State and Government reaffirmed
the need to devote particular attention to the role of
women in the development process.

14. In discussing the role of external assistance, the
Heads of State and Government called for a new
partnership with donors based on improved aid
coordination, harmonized donor procedures, and firm,
longer-term commitments. To this end, they called for
the elimination of the multiplicity of donor
conditionalities, as well as cross-conditionality, and
urged that external assistance be based on the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers to support efficient public
expenditure programmes geared to achieving poverty
reduction within a sustainable medium-term fiscal
framework.

15. The Heads of State and Government renewed
their solemn appeal to the international community for
the cancellation of Africa’s debt. They appreciated the
impetus given by the Cologne Summit, and saluted the
recent strengthening of the Initiative for Heavily
Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC Initiative). They called
on their development partners to reduce substantially
the time required for access to debt relief and to fully
finance the HIPC Initiative. The Heads of State and
Government also stressed the importance of finding
innovative solutions for the heavily-indebted middle-
income countries where social indicators are weak, as
well as small island or landlocked economies whose
potential is handicapped by their debt burden.

16. The Heads of State and Government stressed the
importance of the link between the HIPC Initiative and
poverty reduction strategies; they pledged to apply the
resources made available by debt relief to poverty
reduction programmes. They urged donors to provide
additional resources so as to contribute to the success
of these strategies. They also asked the international
community to provide sufficient financial assistance to
conflict or post-conflict countries, particularly those in
a situation of arrears to multilateral institutions.
Special assistance should also be provided to
neighbouring countries affected by such conflicts.

17. In conclusion, the Heads of State and
Government recognized that poverty reduction is a
challenge which they must address themselves. They
therefore expressed their determination to move ahead
in confronting this challenge head on, with the support
of their development partners. They noted that Africa
is a continent of great untapped potential, and their aim
at the dawn of the new millennium was to realize fully
this potential and to translate it into sustained and
broad-based development.
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18. The Heads of State and Government paid high
homage to Mr. Michael Camdessus, a great friend of
Africa who has never yielded to Afro-pessimism, for
his unwavering fight for African debt relief and
poverty reduction.

19. The Heads of State and Government thanked His
Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, President of the
Gabonese Republic and Head of State, for having
agreed to assume the chairmanship of the Committee to
monitor the implementation of the resolutions and
recommendations of this conference. In addition, they
expressed their profound gratitude and appreciation to
His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, President of the
Gabonese Republic and Head of State, and to the
Gabonese people, for hosting this momentous Summit
at the dawn of the new millennium, and for the warm
and fraternal hospitality extended to all the delegations.


