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Letter dated 1 sugust 1970 fron the Choirnan of the
delegation of Peru addressed to the Chairman of the Connitiece
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I have the honour to send you herewith the texts of the Latin imerican

Dual distribution

Veclaration on the Law of the Sea and the pertinent resolutions adopted at the

Latin Jmerican Meeting on .spects of the Law of the Sea, held at Lima fron
4 to 8 Lmgust 1970,

Ls I consider their content to be of interest for our work, I should be
glad if you would kindly arrange for these decuments to be circulated in the

official lenguages of the Cormittee on the Peaceful Udes of the Sea-bed and

the Ccean Floor bteyond the Linits of National Jurisdiction, of which you are

Chairnmen,

lLccept Sir, ete.

Z~SignedJ7 ‘1fonso irias-Schrelber
.rnbassador, Chairnan of the delegation
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DECLAR.TION OF THE LATIN SMBRIC.N ST.TES ON THE L:Y OF THD SE.
The Latin imerican Meeting on ispects of the Law of the Sea;
Considering:
That there is a geographical, economic and social link betwecn the scz, the

land, and non who inhabits it, which confers on coastal populations a lezitinmate

priority right to utilize the naturcl resources of their maritine cnvironnent;

That in consequence of that priority relationship, the right has been recognized
of coastal Statcs to establish the extent of their maritinme sovereignty or
jurisdiction in accordance with reasoncble criteria, having regard to their
geographical, geological and biological situation and their socio-econonic needs
and responsibilities;

That the dangers and damage resulting fron indiseriminatc and abusive practicces
in the extraction of narine resources, anong other rvosons, have led an inportant
group of coastal States to extend the linits of their sovercignty or jurisdiction
over the sea, with due respect for freedon of navigation and flight in trensit for
ships and aireraft, without distinction as to flag;

That certain forms of utilization of the narine environnent have likewise teen
giving risc to grave dangers of contomination of the waters and disturbance of the
ecological balance, to combat which it is necessary that the ceoastal States should
take steps 1o protecet the health and interests of their populations;

That the development of scientific resecrch in the marine environment reguires
the widest possible co-operation among States, so that all noy contribute and share
in its benefits, without prejudice to the authorization, supervision znd partieipation
of the coastal State when such resecarch is carricd out within the linmits of its
sovereignty or jurisdiction;

That in declarcztions, resolutions and treaties, especially inter-lnerican
instrumnents, and also in unilateral declarations and in agreenments sizned tetween
Letin inerican States legal principles arc crbodied which justify the aforenentioned
rights;

That the sovereign right of States over their natural rosources has been
recognized and reaffirned in numerous resolutions of the General ..sscmbly and othor
United Nations bodies:

That in the exercise of these rights the respective riihts of other

neighbouring coastal States on the same sca must be mutuelly respected; and
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RESOLUTICH 2
ON THE CONVITING OF A FURTHER INTERITATICH..L
COHFERENCE ON THi LA 07 Tils Sil

The Latin Jmerican leeting on Aspects of the Law of the Sea:
Recalline resolubions 798 (VIII) and 1305 (XI) of %the United Hations General

Asseuoly;

Havinz regard to the fact that the prodlens relating to the high seas, territorial
vaters, contiguous zones, the continental shelf, the superjacent waters, and the sea-ded
and ocean floor peyond the limits of national jurisdiction are closely linked togetier,
so that their consideration should take accountt of the nmecessairy correlation betwecn tie
legal régine and the physical environiment to which it applies;

Considerinz that, at the request of the General issenbly in its resolution
2574 A (XLIV), the Secretary-General has consulted ilenbeir States on the desirability
of convening at an early date a conference on tihe lav of the sea to review the régiites
of the high seas, the continenta) shelf, the territoriai sea and contiguous zone,
fishing and conservavion of the living resources of the high seas, pyarticularly in order
to arrive at = clear, precise and internationally azccepied definition. of the area of the
sea-bed and ocean floor vhich lies berond the linits of nationel jurisdiction, in the
light of the international régime to be established for tuat area;

Considerins also that the convening of a confereince or conferences with a 2inited
agenda for the purpose of dealing separately with particulor aspects of the low of ihe sea
is undesirable, bLecause il would compromise the success of o general conference; and
that it conflicis with the principle, recognized by the Internationa’ Law Cormission and
endorsed by the said General lssembly resolutions, conceriing the treatnent of naritine
questions as a wiole;

-

Bearing in nind, furthermore, that the Secretary-Generol is to report on the resulis

of his consultations to the General .ssembly at its tuentr—Tifth session;

Recormends to the Governments of the States participating in the lieeting:

(a) That, if they have not clready cone so, they reply to the Secretary-lGenerzl's
request for their vieus by expressing thenselves in favour of convening an
internationol conference on the law of the sea, provided the conference considers
the various topics referred to in resolution 2574 4 (XXIV), =nd once the
pernanent international régime ond the administrative machinery applicable to
the extra-jurisdictional sea-bed haove been ‘(’v.efined, and the studies, rencrts
an¢ inowiries made for that purpose have indicated that Wiere are reasonavle
hopes for the success of the conferencs;



(v)

(c)
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That they instruct their delegations to the United Nations to SUpPOrT
he above-mentioned position uhea this guestion is discussed at the
twenty-Iiftls session of the Genera . Assembly;

That the; atso ingtruct the said delegations to oppose any proposal to
couvens a conference or conferences vhose agerida wowid be linmited to

particular aspects of the iaw of the sea.
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RESOLUTION 3
ON THE PROBLEM OF THE CONTAMINATION OF THE MARTNE FNVIRONMENT

The Latin American Meeting on Aspects of the Law of the Sea:
ation and use of the oceans and the

Recognizing that the cxploration, exploit
soil and subsoil thereof and other activities carried out in non-marine environments

have recently been creating a serious danger of contamination of waters and disturbance
of the ecological balance of the marine environment;

Considering, consequently, the urgent need to teke appropriate measures to prevent,
control, reduce or eliminate contamination and any other dangerous and harmful effects
that may result from the said activities;

Considering further that such measures must include not only rules to govern the
exploration, exploitation and utilization of the cceans and the soil and subsoll
thereof, and other activities which may affect the marine enviromment, but also rules
relating to the system of liability for the resulting damages;

Reéalling the progress made in these matters by various governmental bodies and
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Tducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and
the International Atomic Energy .igency,

Recalling also resolution 2467 B (XXIII) of the United Nations General Assembly

of the United Nations;
Noting with concern that, notwithstanding the repeated protests of many States,

nuclear weapons tests continue to be carried cut in the marine enviromment, destroying

important living resources, contaminating thc waters by their radiocactive effects

and disturbing the existing biclogical, chemical and physical processes and balances;
Considefing that, for all these rcasons, and without prejudice to any international

agreements that have been concluded or which may be concluded on these matters, it is

necessary to reaffirm the right of coastal States to take any steps and measures that

they may deem necessery for the proper protection of the interests of their peoples

against the dangers of contamination and other harmful effects that may result from

the use, exploration and exploitation of the seas contiguous to their territories, or

from other activities carried out in non-marine enviromments that nay affect the said

interests;
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Recormends to the Governments participating in this Meeting;

{a) 'Thatnﬁhey reaffirm their decision to take such steps and measures as they may
deem appropriate to prevent, control and reduce or eliminate contamination and
other dangerous and harmful effects resulting from the exploration, exploitation
and use of the sea adjacent to their coasts and of the soil and subsoil thereof,
and from any other activities carried out in non-marine environments that way
affect the interests of their people, in exercise of the right of coastal States
to protect its maritime heritage;

(b) That they reaffirm their opposition to the continuance of those nuclear weapons
tests, mainly\in the marine environment, which produce effects harmful to the
resources of the sea, contamination of vaters and disturbance of their existing
biological, chemical and physical processes and balances;

(¢) That they exchange views and information on appropriate measures for the above-
mentioned purposes and on draft international agreements relating to these
matters;

(d) That they agree on common positions so that when these watters are discussed in
international organizations and at international conferences, their respective
representatives may take due account of the rights and intercsts of coastal
States.
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RESCLUTION 5
ON THE LEGAL ASPECTS oF. SpL;NTIFIb O"”xFOGRAPHIC a0y uP?CH

The Latin American Meeting on Aspects of the Law of the Sea:

Recalling the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of the United Natlons
at its twenty-fourth session on the legal aspects of scientific ~ceanographic research;

Considering the desirability of a careful study of resolut.on VI-13 of :he

Intergovernmental Cceanographic Commission on the promotion of basic scientific
research;

Bearing in mind, in particular, the action at present being taken by the said
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission vith a view to the preparation of a draft
Convention on the legal status of systems for the acquisition of oceanographic data
(s2D0);

Considering the imporiance from the standpoint of basic legal issues such as the
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the coastal. States, of any criteria that are adopted on
this matter,

DECIDES:

(1) To recommend that the Goveinments participbating in this Meeting undertake

'Y

a continuing exchange of views with a wvieu to co.-ordinating and harmonizing their
positions in the various forums dealing with the legal problems of scientific
oceanographic research;

(2) To recommend also that these Governments adopt a common stand on the
guestion of the desirability of those matiers Leing considered jointly in the United
Nations, so that the éeveloping States, and narvicularly the Latin American countries,
may participate actively in the formulation of any rules it is desired to adopt.

(3) To reaffirm:

(a) That any scientific research carried outv within the maritime
jurisdiction of a State shall be suBject to prior authorization by
that State and shall comply with the conditions laid down by that
guthority;

(b) That the coastal State has the right to participate in any research
that mey be carried out within its jurisdiction and to benefit from
the results of that research;

(c) That all the samples obtained in research of this kind shall be the
property'of the State in vhose jurisdiction the research is carried
out and that they may be appropriated by those conducting the research
only with the express consent of that State;

(@) That any scientific research which is authorized as such shall continue

to be of a sirictly and exclusively scientific character.





