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of inforzaticn, and transmitted it to the Ceneral Assembly in the form proposed
by the Conference.i
B, Text voted during the second tart of the third session of the General Assembly

5. The General Asseubly considered the draft convention at the second part of
1ts third sessicn, the Third Committee redrafting articles 1-4. The text of the
redrafted articles is given in dccument A/C£3/518. It will be noted that:

(e) the preawple to the draft convention was not considered by

the Third Ccumittee;

(v) & new article wes added concerning a right of reply or a

similar corrective remedy; and

(c) the Ccmmittee voted favourably on the gererate paragrephs of

the new article 5 (ccrresponding to article 4 of the original text)

but regected the article as a whole.
6. The Tnird Ccmmittee having come to the conclusion that it was unable to
proceed further at that session with the redrafting of the draft convention, the
assemhly decided (in resoluticn 277 (III) of 13 May 1949) to refer the draft
conventicn to ite fourth regular session together with the records of the debates
on this subject in the Third Coumittee and other orgens of the United Nations,
and also to invite the Assembly at that session to give high priority to the item
end "tc take into full consideration all the substantive amendments to the draft
ceriventicn already adopted by the Third Ccumittee in order to reconcile divergent
views", The Assembly also resolved that the Convention on the International
Transeission of News and the Right of Correction, which the Assembly approved at
the second rert of its third session, should not he opened for signature until
definite action had been taken on the draft convention on freedem of information.
7. At its fourth session, the General Assembly adopted resclution 313 (IV) of
20 October 1649, the operative part of which reads as follows:

"The General Assembly,

1. Reccrmends to the Econcmic and Sccial Councll thaet it request the

Ccumission on Humen Rights to include adequate provisions on freedom of

information in the draft International Covenant on Humen Rights, taking

into acccunt the work done on the draft Convention on Freedom of Information

1/ Resclution 152 3 (VI1} of 28 August 1548.
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policy decisions on four questions, including the general adequacy of the first
eighteen articles.

1l. Among the relevant documentation and records which the Council decided to
transmit to the General Assembly there was also a memoranduvm by the Secretary-
General on the draft first International Covenant on Humen Rights (document
E/L.68) which in paragraphs 83 and 87 to 91 reproduces comments by members of the
Ccmmissicn on Huran Rights and observations by the Secretary-General on the
provisions of article 14 of the draft Covenant. The Secretary-General also
respectfully draws attention to document A/b.3/53h, veragraph 15 of which is

also concerned with article 14 of the draft Covenant.

12. At its fifth session the General Assembly decided, in its resciution of

4 December 1950,3/ on the future work of the Commission on Humen Rights, to call
upon the Eccncmic end Sccial Council to request the Commission on Humen Rights to
centinue to give priority in its work to the completion of the draft international
covenant on huwan righte and measures for its implementation in order that the
Generel Assembly may at its sixth session have before it the revised draft of
this covenant. The Assembly expressed the opinion thaet the present wording of
scme of the first eighteen articles of the draft covenant should be improved

in crder to protect more effectively the rights to which they refer. The Agsembly
further called upon the Econcmic and Social Council to request the Commission on
Humen Rights to take into consideration in its work of revision of the draft
covenant, the views expressed during the discussion of the draft covenant at the
fifth session of the General Assembly and at the eleventh session of the Economic
end Sccial Council including those relating to article 14, and also to take into
consideration the view, expressed during these dlscussions that it 1s desirable
to define the rights set forth in the covenant and the limitations thereto with
the greatest possihle rrecision.

13. Views expressed on the subject of article 14 of the draft covenant at the
eleventh session of the Econcmic and Social Council are to be found in
E/AC.T/SR.147-148, while the views of representatives in the Third Committee of

the fifth session of the General Assemply on this article are contained in

A/c.3/:R.288-201 and A/C.3/SR.305-3C6.

1/ Decument A/1620.

/D. Observations









