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Dear Mrg,Chairperson,

Permit me on behalf-of the Soviet delegation to con~
gratulate you, and also the vice chairpersons and the speaker,
upon your being elected to such posts of honour in the bureau
of our Conference, and to wish you every success in performing
the functions entruvsted to you, We believe that the results of
the work of the Conference will largely depend on the efficient
work of the bureau, The Soviet delegation on their part will
gtrive in every way for constructive cooperation so that the
responcible tasks facing t'e Conference sould be accomplished,
Mrs, Chairper'soh;

Ladies and gentlemen,

I think it eignificant that we have got together in
the city where 70 years ago the second international conference
of womepisocialists took the decision on the yearly observance
of Day of International Sclidarity of Women for Economic,
Social and Political Equality. Since that time the women's
movement has travelled a long and arduous road, become truly
broad-based and spread to all continents of the globe, The
UN decision on observing 1975 as the International Women's
Year drew attention to the sitvation of women and encouraged
their growing participation in éocial life, The world became
more aware that the solution of the so—galled women's gquestions
is inseparably linked with the settlement of many acute



problems facing humankind, The mottco of the International
Women's Year -- Equality, Development and Peace ~~ bacame
widely recognized,

One of the main tesks of our Conference consists in
summing up the results of activities at the national, regionmal
and international levels over the past five years as regards
the implementation of the World Plan of Action adopted in
¥Mexico City,

As for our country, the periocd aince 1975 has seen a
number of major events in the life of Scevist womsan, The new
Soviet Constitution, adopted in 1977, formalized and extendsd
the genuins equality of women wilk men in all spheres of
social life, Article 35 of the Comsiiiution reads “that equaliify-«
I quote-~"ig ensured by according women equal access with men
to education and vocational and professional training, equal
opportunities in employment, remuneration, and promotion, and
in soclal and politiocal, and cultural activity, and by specisal
labour and health protection measures for women; by providing
conditions epabling mothers to work; by legal protsction,
and materlal and moral support for mothers and children,
including paid leaveas and other henefits for expectant mothers
and mothers, and gradual reduction of working time for mothers
with small children,”

Article 53 of the Constitution stipulates that the family
enjoys the protection of the astate in our countiry, and that
the state helps the family by providing and developing a broad
system of child~care institutions, by organizing and improving



comrunal services zad public catering, by providing children's
allowances and benefits for large families, and by paying
grants on the birth of a child,

Particular stress ehould be laid on the fact that these
rights are not only proclaimed, but backed by tangible guaran-
tees in ocur country., Here are only some of them: absence of
unemployment, free education and vocational training at all
levels, free health~care, sozcial insurance, etc. The continuous
concern on the part of soclety and the state for woman as
citizen, participant in production and mother has long become
part and parcel of our way of life, Leonid Brezhnev, General
Secretary of the Soviet Cormuniat Party's Central Committee
and President of the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium, has
repeatedly stressed the importance of this care and concern,

This year will see the conmpletion of the social develop-
meat programme for 1976-80, which has provided for quite a
few improvements in the working and living conditions of ﬁomen
and in mother-and-child protection., Suffice it to mention that
the number of places at pre~school child-care establishments
has grown by almost three million over that time, and that
by the end of 1980 as many as 14 million children will attend
kindergartens and nurseries,

When the results of the International Womends Year:
were summed up in 1976, permanent deputies'! commissions for
women's working and living conditions and for mother-and-child
protection were set up at the Supreme Soviet and at the Soviéte
of People's Deputies at all levels, These commissions were
giveh extensive powers in supervising the sirict observance

of Soviet legislation pertaining to the situation of women,



and also the implementation of the corresponding seciions of
the social development programmes of the five-year national
economic developrent plans,

Elections to the USSR Supreme Soviet, republican Supreme
Soviets and local hodies of government were an important
political event in the past five-year period, The representa-
tion of women in the bodies of government at all levels increased,

by over 60,000 ag compared with the previous elections,

I will cite only some figures to illusirate in general
the role women have to play in Soviet society at the present
stage, They account for 59 per cent of specialists with higher
and specialized secondary education, They constitute about
one-third of all Deputies to the USSR Supreme Soviet and one
half of Deputies to the local bodies of government, The new

five~year social and economic developmeni plan (1981-85) of
our country which coincides with the second half of the UN

Decade for Women and is being drafted now will provide for
new improvements in the living conditions of Soviet women.

I would like to remark in this context that questions
related to the role of women in the society of developed
soclalism are continucusly stndied by gavermmental institu-~
tions and numerous scientific and public organisations, and
regolved step by step in the country®s social and economic

development plans with due account of both short -and.longer
term perspective.

Ladies and gentlemen,
The World Plan of Action gnd other decisions taken in

Mexico City in 1975 paid much attention to the situstion of
woren in the developing countries and called upon the world
community to give effective aid to those countries on the

national,regional and international levels,



The econcmic conftacts maintained by the Soviet Union
in various fields wlth many developing countries both on a
bilateral basis and within the framework of the Council for
iiutual Economic Assistance help resolve mejor social problems
related to the achievement of equaiity for women, Our country
builds industrial projects, hospitals, schools and institutions
of higher learning, and trains national personnel, Public
organisations play a significant role in these activities on
a par with Soviet governmental bodlea, For inmtance, mcre
than 800 young woman from African, Agian and Latin American
countries have been granted scholarships by the Soviet Women's
Committee and study at Soviet institutions of higher learning
to become teachers, doctors, economists, engineers and 0 on.
All told, thousands upon thousands of women from the develop~
ing countries attend educational instituticns in our country,
Soviet women -~ doctors, teachers and pre-school educationalists
-- holp women's organlisations in those countries to eradicate
1113 teracy, to organise education in hygiene, and to set up
pre;school'childscare establishments, We rejoice in the progress
that has‘been made by a number of developing countries, But
+his progress, apparently, could have been more impressive if
all the principles laid dowm by the 1975 Mexico Declaration
had been translated into practice in their entirety,

The 19708 saw major positive breakthroughs in world
development: the European Conference was held in Helsinki,
the special session of the UN General Assembly on Disarmament
took place, the peocples of many countries furthered their
national independence, and the restructuring of international

economic relations on a fairer basis got under way,



- But the most reactionary forces of impsrialism, bent
cn holding back the objective process of world rejuvenation
and changing the existing balance of forces in their favour
and to the detriment of internatiomal detente and the security
of the peoples, adopted a course for aggravating the inter-
national situation and stepping up the arms race,

All this has been done at a time when hunger, disease
and illiteracy are widespread in the world, and when, accor&ing
to UN oxpert estimates, 8 mere 8~10 per cent of the world's
militery spending would be snough to eradicate them, But in-
stead of the earliest possible rerouting of military spending
to peaceful purposes, so much needed by the peoples, instead
of schools, hoapitals, kindergartens and new apariments,
imperialism and NATO produce new missiles, tanks, aircraflt,
warships and other meams of warfare, Instead of ¢onducting a
dialogue for extending detente, mutual understanding eand
matually beneficial cooperation, these circles and their accom-
plicee are trying to revive the cold war spirit and to sow
the seeds of disunity and alienation,

This political course seriously hampers the accomplish-
ment of the important tasks of thes UN Decade for Women,

Peace and disarmament! These words express the pressing
need of our days, They come from the heart of the mother, who
is worried by the future of her children; from the heart of a
girl, who dreads to lose the boy she loves in & war; the heart
of 2 wife, who is afraid of being parted forever from her

husband.,



I would like to remind you that in the course of our
businesslike diacussions in Mexico City we stressed the
relationship between the struggle for peace and disarmament
and the struggle waged by the peoples for national independence
and agalinat intervention in their internal affairs, aggression
and all forms of enslavement and diktat, on the one hand,
and the sitwation of women in society and possibilities for
their equal development, on the other, Today, as you well
know, this question 1s acquiring particular importance,

There i1s no more important task for women and men in
all countries than that of struggling against the threat of
war and the armas race and for a lasting world peace and for
a life of peace and happiness for our childrent

We highly appreciate the success of the Conference in
Mexico Clity and all constructive achievements of detente in
the 1970s.

We are convinced that there are practical conditions
for preserving the climate of cooperation and detente as the
leéding tendency in world politics,

The women of the world cansmd should prevent the- flames
of another world war from engulfing>our planet and jeopardising
the very existence of our civilization,

Taking guidance from the peaceloving principles of the
foreign policy of the Soviet state, formalized in the Constitu-
tion of the USSR, and also from the goals formulated in the
Programme of Further Struggle for Peace and International
Cooperation and for the freedom mnd independence of the peoples,

adopted by the 25th Congress of the Soviet Communist Party,



Soviet women, like all Soviet people, vigorously work for dis~
armament and for strengthening international peace and security.
We oppose hegemonism, colonialism, neocolonialism, racism,
racial discrimination and apartheid, aggressgion, and all forms
of foreign domination., We advocate the political settlement of
all conflict situations in the world.

The Soviet Union does not threaten anyone, nor seeks
military esuperiority. we do not need the land or natural re=-
sources belonging to other peoples, we have no classes or social
groups that would earn profits on the arms race.

Over the past decades the Soviet Union and the other
countries of the socialist community have made many realistic
proposalg for disarmament and for strengthening peace and the
security of the peoples. The beclaration adopted by the meeting
of the Political COnsultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty
Countries last May contains a practical programme of measures,
the implementation of which could help eliminate seats of tension
and tendencies of international development that are dangerous-
to all peoples.Tﬁe implementation of these propogals, in our
view, could have a major positive effect on the achievement of
the objectives of the UN Decade for Woméh.

Ladies and gentlemen,

In the view of the Soviet delegation, the many documents,
including the draft Programme of Action, tabled at the Conference
in keeping with its agenda, provides a good basis for the con-
structive work of the Conference. We hope for the fruitful co-
operation of delegations in working out joint decisions in the
interests of achieving the objectives of the UN Decade for Women

on the principles of the 1975 Mexico City Declaration.



During our Conference, there will take place the formal
ceremony of signing the Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of‘Diacrimination Ageinst Women, adopted by the 34th
UN Gensral Assembly Session. Bearing in mind that the coming
of thils document into force will undoubtedly facilitate the
implementation of the main objectives of the UN Decéde for
Women -~ Equality, Development and Peace -~ the Soviet delega-

- tion consider it very important that the Conference calls upon
1511 countries which have not yet done so to Jjoln the Convention
and take every necespary measure for its effective observance,

Thank you,

250 nks.
9,¥I.80r.



MESSAGE FROM LEONID BREZHNEV TO THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE
WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN
COPENHAGEN

On behall of the Fresidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republies I cordially greet the participants of the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women. The designation of 1975-1985 as the
Decade for Women by the United Nations testified to the growing role and
responsibility of women in social development and their desire to make a
substantial contributicn to the achievement of genuine equality and the right
to a life of peace free from social oppression and economic exploitation.

In many countries of the world women are playing/?gcreasingly active part in
public life making & creative contribution to the material, socizl and
spiritual progress of mankind.

£ meeting of the women of the world under United Nations .auspices assumes
particular importance at this difficult juncture in international affairg,
espécially in view of the need to focus the attention of the govermnments of all
countries and socizl and political forces of a2ll persuasions on preserving
détent& 2% the dominant trend in worldd affairs and stopping the disastrous armes
race. Ve in the Soviet Union have always attached the greatest importance to
solving the most vital probler of our time - that of averting the threat of
nuclear war and stopping the arms race in all its forms. To that end we are
elways prepared tc negotiate provided that the principle of equal security
of the parties is strictly respected.

The peaceable Leninist foreign policy pursued by our socialist State has
always been unwaveringly directed towards strengthening peace among peoples and
upholding the principle of the 'peaceful coexistence of States with different
social and political systems. We steadfastly follow that course in all spheres

of internaticnal affairs and resolutely support the establishment of sound

political and economic foundations for the integrity and independence of the




-2 -

States of Africa, Asia and Latin America. We firmly support the struggle against
neo-colonialism, racism and apartheid, all forms of coercion and discrimination and
all hegemonistic pretensions‘to world domination. Only if peace is preserved and
the security of nations strengﬁhened can the hopes of ensuring equality for women
and happiness for their families and children be fulfilled.

One of the great achievements of the Soviet people, and of the truly secizlist
system in our country, is genuine equality of women in all spheres of political,
social and cultural life, which is constantly enhanced by the efforts of the State
to improve their conditions of work, daily life, recreation and motherhood. In our 5
country, for the first time in the history of mankind,.women are able to combine
harmoniously full participation, to the extent of their capabilities, in all spheres;
of socizl development with bringing up children. Our multinational socialist State j
will continue to strive to ensure that women, as equal members of our society, have %
the best possible conditions for living, working and developing their personality.

I hope that your Conference will successfully accomplish the noble tasks

assigned to it.





