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Human Rights Committee 

  List of issues prior to submission of the seventh periodic 
report of the Dominican Republic* 

 A. General information on the national human rights situation, including 

new measures and developments relating to the implementation of the 

Covenant 

1. Please report on any significant developments in the legal and institutional framework 

within which human rights are promoted and protected that have taken place since the 

adoption of the previous concluding observations.1 

 B. Specific information on the implementation of articles 1 to 27 of the 

Covenant, including with regard to the previous recommendations of 

the Committee 

  Constitutional and legal framework within which the Covenant is implemented 

(art. 2) 

2. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 5 and 6),2 

please provide information on the steps taken to continue to raise awareness of the 

Covenant’s provisions and the Committee’s jurisprudence among judges, lawyers, 

prosecutors and other law enforcement officials and to organize relevant training to ensure 

that the provisions are applied directly by the national courts. Please give examples of cases 

in which the provisions of the Covenant have been referred to or implemented in national 

legislation or applied by the national courts. Please describe any steps taken to make the 

Covenant’s provisions and the Committee’s jurisprudence and previous concluding 

observations better known to the general public. 

  National human rights institution (art. 2) 

3. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 7 and 8), 

please provide information on measures taken to ensure that the Office of the Ombudsman is 

able to carry out its mandate effectively and independently, in full compliance with the 

principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of 

human rights (the Paris Principles). In this regard, please describe the steps taken to achieve 

accreditation by the Subcommittee on Accreditation of the Global Alliance of National 

Human Rights Institutions. Please also indicate what measures have been taken to ensure that 

the Office of the Ombudsman has financial autonomy and adequate human and material 

resources, in accordance with the Paris Principles. 

  

 *  Adopted by the Committee at its 143rd session (3–28 March 2025). 

 1  CCPR/C/DOM/CO/6. 

 2  Unless otherwise indicated, paragraph numbers in parentheses refer to CCPR/C/DOM/CO/6. 
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  Anti-corruption measures (arts. 2 and 25) 

4. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 29 and 30), 

please provide information on measures taken to prevent, combat and eradicate corruption 

and impunity at all levels. In this regard, please indicate the number of investigations 

conducted, prosecutions initiated, convictions handed down and sentences imposed, as well 

as the nature of those sentences, on the perpetrators of such crimes during the reporting period. 

Please also provide information on measures that have been put in place, such as the 

establishment of protection mechanisms, to ensure that whistle-blowers are able to bring 

alleged corruption to the attention of the authorities without fear of reprisals and are 

encouraged to do so. 

  Non-discrimination (arts. 2 and 26) 

5. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 9 and 10) 

and its report on follow-up to the concluding observations,3 please describe the measures 

taken to ensure full and effective protection against all types of discrimination, in particular 

discrimination against Haitians, persons of Haitian descent and lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender persons, including legislative measures and training programmes for law 

enforcement and other public officials and awareness-raising campaigns to promote tolerance 

and respect for diversity. Please provide updated information on the number of complaints 

of discrimination and violence against persons belonging to the groups indicated filed and 

registered, investigations and prosecutions undertaken, convictions secured and sentences 

imposed on the perpetrators of such offences, as well as measures of redress for victims. 

Please describe the measures taken to ensure recognition of the equality of same-sex couples 

and to ensure legal recognition of the identity of transgender persons. 

  Hate speech (arts. 2, 19, 20 and 26) 

6. Please describe the measures taken to prevent, combat and punish hate speech, in 

particular against Haitians, persons of Haitian descent and human rights defenders, including 

by the authorities and in the media and on social networks. Please indicate the number of 

complaints filed, investigations and prosecutions undertaken and convictions secured and 

provide information on the nature of the sentences handed down and the reparations granted 

to victims in relation to this type of crime during the reporting period, as well as on the 

remedies available to victims. 

  Racial profiling (arts. 2, 7, 9, 14, 17 and 26) 

7. Please comment on information indicating that Haitians, persons of Haitian descent 

and other persons of African descent are subjected to arbitrary detention based on racial 

profiling and to excessive use of force, searches without warrants and violent raids on their 

homes by migration agents, officers of the National Police and members of the armed forces 

during migration operations and that they face inadequate conditions and a lack of medical 

care in detention facilities. Please indicate the training and capacity-building measures in 

place for immigration and law enforcement officials to ensure that all migration operations 

are conducted in accordance with the Covenant. 

  Equality between men and women (arts. 3, 25 and 26)  

8. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 11 and 12), 

please provide information on measures taken to increase women’s participation in political 

and public life and their representation in the public and private sectors, especially in 

managerial and high-level positions. Please also provide statistical data in that regard. 

  Violence against women and girls, including domestic violence (arts. 3, 6, 7 and 26) 

9. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 13 and 

14), please indicate the measures taken to prevent, combat and punish all acts of violence 

against women and children, including domestic violence, and to establish a national 

  

 3 CCPR/C/133/3/Add.1. 
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statistical register in this regard, and provide statistical information on such acts. In this 

connection, please also provide: (a) statistical information on the number of complaints 

registered, investigations and judicial proceedings undertaken, convictions secured and 

sentences imposed on the perpetrators of such offences, as well as on measures of redress for 

victims; (b) information on training for judges, prosecutors and law enforcement officials in 

the detection and punishment of violence against women; and (c) information on 

awareness-raising campaigns aimed at the eradication of violence against women. Lastly, 

please provide information on measures taken to ensure assistance and protection for victims, 

to increase the number of shelters throughout the country, including in rural areas, and to 

establish a fund for orphans. 

  Voluntary termination of pregnancy and reproductive rights (arts. 6 and 7) 

10. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 15 and 16) 

and its report on follow-up to the concluding observations, and taking into account the 

Committee’s general comment No. 36 (2018) on the right to life, please describe the measures 

taken to: (a) ensure safe, legal and effective access to abortion where the life and health of 

the pregnant woman or girl is at risk or where carrying a pregnancy to term would cause the 

pregnant woman or girl considerable pain or suffering, most notably where the pregnancy is 

the result of rape or incest or where the pregnancy is not viable; and (b) ensure that criminal 

penalties are not imposed on women and girls who undergo abortions and the medical 

professionals who assist them in doing so. In this regard, please provide disaggregated 

statistical information on the impact of restrictions on the voluntary termination of pregnancy 

on the lives and health of women and girls, the judicial proceedings undertaken in respect of 

the offence of abortion and the penalties imposed on women who show signs of having 

undergone or who have undergone voluntary terminations of pregnancy and the medical 

providers who assisted them in doing so. 

11. Please elaborate on measures taken to ensure full access to sexual and reproductive 

health services and on sexual and reproductive health education programmes carried out to 

raise awareness of the subject among men, women and adolescents throughout the country. 

In particular, please provide information on the results of actions carried out in the 

20 municipalities prioritized for having the highest rates of teenage pregnancy and child 

marriage, as indicated in the report on follow-up to the concluding observations, as well as 

updated information on the subject. 

  Excessive use of force (arts. 2, 7 and 14) 

12. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 17 and 18), 

please provide information on measures taken to address the excessive use of force by law 

enforcement and security officials and to ensure that the Regulation on the Use of Force and 

its application are in conformity with the Covenant and international standards, including the 

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials and the 

United Nations Human Rights Guidance on Less-Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement. 

Please indicate the number of complaints of excessive use of force, including lethal force, 

filed and registered, investigations and prosecutions undertaken, convictions secured and 

sentences imposed on the perpetrators of such offences, as well as measures of redress for 

victims. Please provide information on whether an independent, impartial and effective 

mechanism has been established to investigate allegations of excessive use of force, and 

whether the responsibility of the State has been introduced in such cases through the 

amendment of article 61 of the National Police Institutional Act.  

  Prohibition of trafficking in persons and forced labour (art. 8) 

13. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 19 and 

20), please provide information on measures taken to prevent, combat and punish trafficking 

in persons, sexual exploitation and child labour, including measures taken with respect to 

persons in vulnerable situations, such as persons of Haitian origin, and measures relating to 

the implementation of the National Action Plan against Trafficking in Persons and Migrant 

Smuggling 2025–2028. Please provide information on the number of complaints registered, 

investigations and judicial proceedings undertaken, convictions secured and sentences 
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imposed on the perpetrators of such offences, as well as on measures of redress for victims, 

and on efforts to establish adequate protection, assistance and rehabilitation measures for 

victims, including by opening shelters in all regions of the country. Please describe the steps 

taken to provide adequate training and resources for victim identification and effective 

inspections and to establish effective complaint mechanisms. 

  Persons deprived of their liberty and conditions of detention (arts. 9 and 10) 

14. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 21 and 22), 

please describe the steps taken to improve prison conditions and reduce overcrowding in 

accordance with the Covenant, the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the 

Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) and the United Nations Rules for the 

Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the 

Bangkok Rules), including measures to renovate prison facilities. Please also provide 

information on efforts to reduce the number of pretrial detainees and the duration of their 

incarceration and to promote the use of non-custodial measures in accordance with the 

Covenant and the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures (the 

Tokyo Rules). Please describe the independent mechanisms for monitoring detention 

facilities established during the reporting period. 

  Deportations and non-refoulement (arts. 6, 7, 9, 10, 13 and 14) 

15. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 23 and 24), 

please provide information on measures taken to ensure that all persons in need of 

international protection have unrestricted access to the national territory and to fair and 

efficient procedures for the individual determination of refugee status or eligibility for 

international protection. Please indicate the measures taken to ensure in practice the 

protection of asylum-seekers, migrants and minors, in accordance with the Covenant and 

international standards, through such measures as the reform of admissibility criteria and 

application and appeal procedures and the systematic provision of recognized identification 

documents to refugees. Please also describe measures taken to ensure that deportations and 

expulsions are carried out in keeping with the Covenant and international standards, in 

compliance with all due process guarantees and with respect for the principle of 

non-refoulement. 

16. Provide information on measures taken to ensure that migrants and asylum-seekers 

are deprived of their liberty only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest possible time, 

to increase the use of alternatives to detention for migrants and asylum-seekers and to ensure 

that migrants and asylum-seekers have access to a lawyer and are informed of their rights, 

including at the border. Please indicate the measures adopted with respect to specialized 

training on the Covenant and international asylum, refugee and human rights standards for 

immigration and border personnel, law enforcement officials, judges, prosecutors and 

lawyers. Please provide statistical information on the number and origin of persons who have 

applied for refugee status or international protection, those who have been granted or denied 

such status and all persons who have been expelled or deported. 

  Statelessness (arts. 14, 24 and 26) 

17. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 25 and 

26) and taking into account the information requested by the Committee in its report on 

follow-up to the concluding observations, please provide information on the measures taken 

to prevent and reduce statelessness and to provide a nationality solution for persons who 

availed themselves of the procedures established in Act No. 169/14 and were affected by 

judgment No. TC 168/13, with respect to persons in both group A and group B, and with 

respect to persons born between 18 April 2007 and 26 January 2010. In this regard, please 

provide updated statistical information on the number of beneficiaries of Act No. 169/14 and 

those who have received their identity documents, whether naturalization certificates issued 

by the Ministry of the Interior and the Police, identity and electoral cards, permanent 

residence permits or cards for foreigners, and information on the number of cases pending 

resolution. 
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18.  Please provide updated statistical information on access to Dominican nationality, 

through ordinary birth registration, for the descendants of the beneficiaries of Act No. 169/14 

(groups A and B). Please also provide statistical data on the descendants of the beneficiaries 

of the aforementioned law (groups A and B) who have been registered in the birth register 

for children born to foreign mothers not residing in the Dominican Republic. Please describe 

the steps taken to obtain statistical data on the descendants of the beneficiaries of Act 

No. 169/14 (groups A and B) who are not registered in the Civil Register and provide 

information on their legal status in the State Party and their risk of statelessness. 

  Independence of the judiciary (arts. 14 and 26) 

19. In the light of the previous concluding observations (paras. 21 and 22), please describe 

the efforts made to safeguard, in law and in practice, the full independence of the judiciary, 

including against any form of undue pressure or interference, and to ensure the ability and 

integrity of judges. Please indicate the measures taken to ensure that the procedures for the 

selection, appointment, suspension, removal and disciplining of judges and prosecutors are 

in compliance with the Covenant and relevant international standards, including the Basic 

Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary and the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors, 

and to ensure that selection and appointment are carried out by an independent body. 

  Freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association and violence against human 

rights defenders and journalists (arts. 14, 19, 21 and 22) 

20. In the light of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (paras. 31 and 32), 

please provide information on measures taken to ensure, in law and in practice, the full and 

effective exercise of freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and freedom of association 

and to create an environment conducive to the exercise of these rights. In particular, please 

indicate the measures taken to ensure that human rights defenders and journalists, including 

those working in defence of the human rights of migrants and persons of Haitian descent, are 

able to carry out their activities freely and without fear of violence, threats, intimidation or 

reprisals, including by extremist groups. In that connection, please provide information on 

the number of complaints registered, investigations and judicial proceedings undertaken, 

convictions secured and sentences imposed on the perpetrators of such offences, as well as 

on measures of redress for victims. 

21. Please describe the steps taken to safeguard the exercise of the right to peaceful 

assembly and freedom of association, including trade union activity by migrant workers, 

without the exercise of these rights triggering loss of employment or deportation. 
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