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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m. re-examined so as to take account of the realities on the
ground, especially as the main result of cuts in public
spending was less money for education, health and

General debate(continued population control. What was the point of warning against

1. Mr. Kanu (Sierra Leone) said that his de|egatioﬁhe dangers of AIDSifthe Government could not subsidize

associated itself with the statement made by tHBe distribution of contraceptives? Whyencourage family

representative of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 aRégnning if the people did not have the means to choose a

Chinaandrecalled thatin June 1995 the African countrigethod of contraception? All the theories of population

had agreed on the need for reforms to promo@’OWth showed that the hlgher therate of infant mortality,

development, as specified in the Cairo Programme f¢ higher the birth rate as families attempted to get a

Action. In that Programme the international communitgufficient number of children of working age. The

had also been called upon to help the African countries@§veloping countries must place the emphasis on

find lasting solutions to the problems of external debt arfRflucation, which included sex education, and the fight
declining official development assistance and direct foreiggainst illiteracy. Generally speaking, budgetary
investment. The international community had regrettabfgstrictions affected primarily the education sector.

not responded to that call, thus contributing to thg  \wWomen in Africa made up 51 per cent of the
continued marginalization of Africain the world economypopulation and generally played an essential rofead

The conventional theories used as models for Africaroduction. Experience showed that one of the best ways
development had borne very little fruit, and Sierra Leong promoting social and economic development was to
thought that a new approach was required if Africa was fRvest in that particularly productive population group.
catch up. Women did not have the same access as men to social
2. Development in Africa, as in many developinge€rvices, health and education. In Africa south of the

countries, meant profound economic andaloeforms, Sahara more than half the women aged over 25 were
the rethinking of the traditional relations and values whictfiterate. Moreover, cultural and structural barriers made

still pervaded the bulk of African countries, and th& more difficult for women to own land and gain access to

restructuring of the existing welfare system. That woultinancial resources.

enable Africa to participate in globalization. It wass,  population growth also had an impact on the
astonishing that the international community shoulgnvironment and food security. The faster the rate of such
welcome globalization without paying any attention to itgrowth, the more difficult it was for Governments to ensure
economic, social and political consequences. food security. A bigger popation meant increased use of

3. Democracy was supposed to create theemsary arable land and natural resources. In addition, when
conditions for economic growth in the sense that tHe@nfronted with problems of food security Governments
electorate would be able to monitor the Government at¢ere forced to spend valuable resources on food imports,
dictate to it the directions to be taken. The markégsourceswhichwould have beenallocated to development
mechanism was supposed to be free and the institutionpjects in eduation or health. The issuesfobd security,
democracy to introduce transparency in the marke@lvironmental damage, and population growth were
Price-fixing arrangements had to produce lower pricederefore fundamental aspects of development.

which in turn would boost consumption and productionz,  Policies to combat and preventinflation, which were
In such a system the people could save, and their savinggrently receiving priority at the world level, were a
would enable the financial institutions to supply locatonstraint on the growth of the African developing
businesses with capital — another means of stimulatigguntries. Sierra Leone believed that the emphasis should
growth and creating jobs. be shifted to formulating policies for growth and jobs

4. Inordertoencouragethe establishment of democrai@ation.

regimestheinternationalcommunityandthein&ional g pespite the many initiatives and conferences on
financial institutions mustrenounce pOIiCieS which merEIAfrican deve|opmentorganized bythe United Nations and
undermined the efforts of the emerging democracies. T Bretton Woods institutions and notwithstanding the
effect of such policies was to increase instability in manyiany statements and resolutions on the problems of Africa,
developing nationsinstead of promoting economic growtfle situation had hardly improved. His delegation

and sustainable development. They needed to Revertheless welcomed the initiative to ease the external
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debt burden ofthe heavilyindebted poor countries and thd. As trade accounted for only a small share of the
decision of President Clinton to do everything possible gconomic activity of the developing countries, and
forgive 100 per cent of the debt owed to the United Statparticularly the least developed among them, those
by the heavily indebted poor countries. However, that wasuntries were in a comparatively weak position to benefit
no more than a statement of good intentions. from globalization and liberalization. Transfers of

9 His delegation was aware that its statement ngancial and technological resources were needed to help

thought-provoking but wished to be exdly controversial such countries b_uild capa_city and improve the_zir_ trac_ie
in conclusion. The African countries must not be exposéﬁarformances. His delegation hoped that the Ministerial

to the fluctuations of the world markets but must insteei?leetmg of the World Trade Organization in Seattle and

pursue policies to nurture and protect their local marke e (;enthdnlgeenrllg of the_Uglted kNinonsldCI:on:;erence on
In other words, they must delay their participation in thya, e and Development in Bangkok would lead to a more
globalization process until they were able to compete uitable and better balanced system ofinternational trade

an equal footing with other countries. and would strengthen global cooperation.

10. Mr. Mwakawago (United Republic of Tanzania) said 1o Industrialization played a role in economic growth
red sustainable development. In developing countries, it

that his delegation associated itself with the statemed Id tribute o th dicati f v th

made by the representative of Guyana on behalf of tff@UIC contribute to the eracication of poverty, the

Group of 77 and China and noted that the Committee hRgrticipation of women in development and the creation
jobs. However, in many of those countries,

to deal with questions which were particularly critical foP T
the revitalization of international cooperation fo'mdustrlahzatlon had been thwarted by the lack of

development, including the question of financing. Fechnolqg|es and capqal and by poor mfrast_ructures_. The
international community should provide assistance in the

11. The rate of world economic growth had fallen fromareas of technology transfer, financial resources and
3.3 per cent in 1997 to 2 per cent in 1998 owing iBapacity building in order to enable developing countries

particular to the volatility of financial markets and thgg enhance their productivity and competitiveness at the
continued decline in commodity prices. Those twg|gbal level.

phenomena had severe consequences for the economic
rospects of the developing countries. Despite t X .
2con%mic reforms which pthgy had introduceg man less the probllems of financial resources and of the
countries had registered poor economic growth and wi gnsfer of environmentally sound technology were

increasingly vulnerable to an unfavourable externé?sowed'TheSOIUt'On to such problems lay in part in the

economic environment. The situation was even mopé)litical will of the development partners to fulfil their
' mitments.

critical for the least developed countries, whose econom{&¥M
were fragile and which were bearing the full brunt of th&7. Africa was still experiencing grave economic
globalization and liberalization of the world economy. difficulties caused by its indebtedness, falling commodity

12. The international community must therefore takgrices, limited marketaess, lack of foreign investment,

urgent action and in particular fulfil its commitment td eclining levels of official development assistance and, in

supportthe economicreform measuresintroduced by ma?ﬁfne 00“9”'(;35' the |mp?ct C;fCIVIL:OﬂﬂICts. ?:_c:htproblem(;s
countries as a means of promoting development. compromised  prospects - for € rehabiitation —an
development of the region. Collective action by the

13. Theexternal debt crisis, which continued unabategternational community was therefore required to support

was jeopardizing the efforts of developing countries. Moghe efforts of the African countries in favour of economic
of those countries used a third of their export earnings fgfowth and sustainable development.

debt reimbursement, which obliged them toreduce service

to their people while at the same time the number ofpo& ) Thed United R?pUbl('jC OL Tanlzanla was totally
people increased. The United Republic of Tanzan mmitted to economic and technical cooperation among

welcomed such debt relief measures as the Heav veloping countrieg as a tool for promoting ggonomic
Indebted Poor Countries Initiative, but was of the viewth ovvlth, .stre(;\gthlenmg tec:nologlcalhca.pacmes. anld
they were insufficient. The conditionalities for aid shouldcceleating development. However, the internationa

be made more flexible and the criteria for eligibilitymor(%ommw;'ty must Contt)lnuke to phrowgfe tecfhr;:caAlf and
objective in order to enable a greater number of leadpancial support as a backup to the efforts of the African

developed countries to benefit from it. countries.

Theimplementation of Agenda 21 could noigered
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19. Mr. Al-Hadid (Jordan) saidthatthe current meetingnatural resources, especially water, in the Palestinian
was particularlyimportant, in part because it was the fin&rritories and the occupied Syrian Golan jeopardized the
meeting of the century and in part because it preceded@dagvelopment of the Palestinian economy, with all the
important series ofinternational conferences, in particulaonsequencestherebyentailed atthe level ofthe daily lives
the Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade Organizationof the Palestinian people and the Arab inhabitants of the
to be held in November 1999 in Seattle, the tenth meetilmgcupied Syrian Golan. His delegation reiterated the need
of the United Nations Conference on Trade ani insistthat Israel should put a stop to its policy of land
Developmenttobe held in February 2000 in Bangkok, amnfiscation and of establishment or expansion of
the first summit of countries of the South, to be held isettlements, and should obey the resolutions of
April 2000 on the theme of globalization, science anishternational bodies.

technology and North-South cooperation, which werg, ;. shobokshi (Saudi Arabia) said that, although
issues of immediate interest to the Commlt.tee. The g',‘%fobalization opened up promising possibilities, many
between the developed and the developing countrigs,eoping countriesfeared being further marginalized and
continued to widen and indebtedness remained the mgig, ieq ahout the economic and social consequences of the
barrier to sustainable development. The situation pis,ms Current international relations were founded on
numerous developing countries was deteriorating furthggyective criteria which threatened the hard-won gains of
because of the continuing decline in commodity priceg,yeyejoping world struggling with problems of population,
difficulties in eccess to markets, the withdrawal of foreigry, ety and debt. It was therefore moreimportant than ever
investment and the reduction in official developmeny, ok towards a balanced world based on respect for
aSS|stance,Whlchwasfa_lrfromattammgthegoalofO.? PRfutual interests. While it was up to the developing
cent of the gross national product of the developeq,nriestoredouble their effortstoliftthe barriersto their
countries. Globalization was a structural phenomengfy ,a ticipation in world trade by adapting their products
which comprised advantages as well as drawbacks he criteria set by the developed countries, it was also
which made no distinction between the strong and thg.;\hent on the developed countries to join that effort by
weak; hence the need to establish an institutionglaying the criteria for admission to the World Trade
framework for North-South cooperation andtostrengthqgrganization more flexible, by allowing developing

therole ofthe various bodies, programmes and funds of tig tries to benefit from preferential clauses, by refraining

United Nations. from protectionist measures and by respecting the
20. Jordan had suffered severely from the economiommitments assumed within the framework of the

consequences of the Gulf War. Although it had achievédtuguay multilateral negotiations and the World Trade

some success in implementing structural adjustme@tganization. Inthat connection, Saudi Arabia had taken
programmes in collaboration with the Internationgpart, tothe limits ofits abilities, in development aid at both

Monetary Fund, it had also been adversely affected by tthee bilateral and the multilateral levels.

fiscal crisis that had struck the countries of south-east Asi The Saudi Government placed particular emphasis

Despite a de_crease in Jordan’s debt as a pr_oportion Ofdﬁthe struggle againstdesertification and drought and had
gross domestic product, the_debtburden con_tlnued to ret%rdjnstantly appealed for solidarity with the countries
Its deve_lo_pment. Debt-s_erwce payments_, Wh_'Ch were neagﬁected by those phenomena, especially in Africa. In that
_$800 r_n|II|c_)n peryear, dlsc_ouraged foreign mvestprs f“? gard, it had formulated a special programme for drought
investing in Jordan despite all the legal and financial) i o/'in the Sahel, whose first two phases (1980-1990)

facilities that were available to them. Convinced of thﬁad required an investment of $130 million, while the third

need t_o Iibera_llize its economy, Jordan had been one of ase, begun in 1997, would be provided with a credit of
first signatories of a free-trade agreement among Ar

: . ; - 0 million. Moreover, in the area of assistance to
countrleswhlchwouldenterlntoforceln2007.Ithadals&)umries affected by natural disasters, the Saudi

S|gned, in November .1998’ an_agreement of assqc'at'eravernmenthad dispensed more than $3,692,000 between
W't.h.the European Union, anc! It h_ad begun negotiationg 75 5ng 1997, in addition to its yearly assistance to the
to join the World Trade Organization. World Food Programme and to various international and
21. The continued policy of establishing illegal IsraelArab organizations responsible for the water and
settlements constituted a flagrant violation of GeneraQgricultural sectors, including the International Fund for
Assembly and Security Council resolutions as well asAgricultural Development (IFAD), the Food and
serious obstacle to peace. The exploitation by Israel Af§riculture Organization ofthe United Nations (FAO) and
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the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development. Theapabilities. The results of the conferences organized by
Saudi Fund for Development had provided $1,192 milliothe United Nations in the course of the 1990s should prove
in preferential credits to developing countries to finanoeery useful in that connection.

68 projects, espelly in the agricultural and 57 opthe eve of the third WTO Ministerial Conference
land-development sectors. In the water and sanitatige he|q in November in Seattle, it made no sense to seek
sector, $351 million had been allocated to 20/W.  , ¢rther liberalization ofinternational trade, which would
Finally, a credit of $1,131million had been provided tQg (4 the advantage of a handful of countries while harming
finance 37 projects in the energy sector. a growing number of developing countries. Since the
24. The gulf between the developed countries and tdecisions of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade
developing countries continued towiden through the yearsggotiations had begun to put into effect, exports from
especially after the failure of economic negotiations withideveloping countries had been running up against
the framework of the North-South dialogue. The situaticimcreasingly frequent non-tariff barriers, especially in the
would continue to worsen as long as the major econontase of competitive commodities such as textiles, clothing
groups comprising the industrialized countries continuexhd agricultural products. Furthermore, many developed
to apply selective policies. countries had not respected the commitments they had

25. Mr. Aboul Gheit (Egypt) said that the series of.made during the Uruguay Round, and hence the need to

financial crises of the past two years and the spectre'H}plement fully all previously concluded agreements

global destabilization had narrowed the gap between t (éfore entgr_ing intonewnegot.iations._The United Nations
outlooks of the developed and developing countries a da de_C|S|ve role to play in international trade through
ought to have made it easier to adopt a common straté ﬁ crucial work of UNCTAD.

thereafter. Yet now that the situation had normalized, ti28. His delegation attached particular importance tothe
lessons of the crisis had simply been overlooked. operational activities of the United Nations because oftheir

26. Someassertedthatthe crisis had been caused in |a ificance for development, especially in the least

part by some of the economic policies commonly pursu vz_anced countrigs, but those activities shou_ld remain
by developing countries, but the fact remained that tmgthlnthe boundaries set for them bythere‘_solutlons oft_he
magnitude of the crisis pointed to structural deficienciegem':‘r‘f"I Assembly gnd of the Econorr_uc and. Social
in international economic relations, particularly when i _ounC|I. It was a!so |mportan.t for. the United Natlons to
cameto effective participation by the developing countriédVe due emphas_,ls tothe erad|cat|oq of povertyinthe Ie_ast
in international decisions. It was therefore not logical tgdvanced countries, most oft_hem Afrlcan. Am_ore effective
putthe accent exclusively on the need for reform and go&"d"y h‘f"d to. be foupd of dealing with economic probllems,
governanceinthe developing countrieswhiledisregardir‘? pecially in relayon to external debt, dwmdlmg official
the shortcomings ofthe global economic system, a num velqpment assistance and the collapse of prices for raw
of which were discussed in the United Nation@ater'als'

Development Programme (UNDPuman Development 29. Egypt, like all African countries, was deeply
Report (1999)and attributed to globalization. In thatdisturbed by the deteriorating financial position of the
connection, Egypt was pleased thatthe United Nations h@tbbal Mechanism under the United Nations Convention
decided to consider the economic and social consequenteSombat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing
of globalization in order to make theecessary Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in
recommendations, and felt that the Organization hadAdrica, and hoped that the Committee woulatseed in
decisive role to playin remedying the global shortcomingevitalizing the Mechanism before the Conference of the
and helping the developing countries to institute thiearties was held in November.

reforms needed for their integration into the globaé0 Mr. Mahbubani

. o2 X 930. (Singapore) associated his
economic system. In 2001, the *high-level ConS'derat'orhelegation with the statement made by Guyana on behalf

.ShOU|d _provide an _exceptional opportunity to study _th@fthe Group of 77 and China, and said that he would speak
issues involved in financing for development and reviey one single question: was globalization good or bad? No
the obstacles that prevented the developing COU”t”eSfr?{@hioname word was used as often as the term

devoting the required financial resources to their lobalization” and none had as many meanings and
development, rangingfromthestructuralshortcomin938 nnotations. Most of the time, it referred to the global

the m'_[ernatlonal economic system to the _dor_nestrgrces unleashed by developments in technology and
stumbling blocks stemming from weak institutiona
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telecommunications, which had had a multiplicity 0B5. The expansion of the dialogue between the United
effects ranging from the political and economic to thBlations and the Bretton Woods institutions was important
social and psychological. Despite its huge impactorthe stabilization ofthe world economy and the renewal
globalization remained intangible. There were two maiof development. In that regard, the holding in April 1999

camps: those who disapproved of globalization and thosta special high-level meeting between the Economic and
who favoured it. Social Council and representatives of the Bretton Woods

31. ThecentralargumentmadebycriticsofgIobaIizatio'HSt_'tUt'ons’ Wh'Ch had enabled a (_1|sc_ussmn of the
was that all the benefits accrued to the rich deveIop<§80'O'_econom'C aspects Of_ glopahza’gon af‘d the
countries while the poorer countries were margmalize&stabllshmgntofanewmternanonal financial architecture,
Manydeveloping countries believed, in particular, that thgas auspicious.
Bretton Woods institutions and other multilateraB6. Kazakhstanappreciatedthe activities undertaken by
organizations, set up in theory to regulate world marketise United Nations to assist countries in transition to
and ensure that all countries were treated alike, in actuategrate into the world economy. Worth emphasizing in
fact served the interests of the major developed countri¢isat regard was the adoption of General Assembly
(?solution 53/179, which had laid theeaessary
8.undations for those countries t@ceive technical
Before the advent of globalization, many countries hagpsistance and advice with a view to has_tenlng t_he|r
transition to a market economy and to creating openings

been marginalized because they had had no diceesa . h I ket for thei d d . S i
tothe developed countries,whereascurrentlyallcountri'@s €worldmarketfor their goods and services. since the
Runtriesintransition werékbexperiencing considerable

wereinterconnected.Accordingtothesupporters,theri8 . T )
Qcio-economic difficulties, it was important for them to

countries could no longer ignore poor countries, becaud . . . . .
what happened there could affect them directly, rsue their cooperation with the United Nations as
' Qutlined in that resolution.

evidenced by the Asian financial crisis. Globalizatio
provided direct access to the financial resource87. Foralandlocked countrysuch asKazakhstan,which
technology and markets of the developed worl&njoyed vastreserves of naturalresourcesbutwasfar away
Furthermore, the development of modern communicatiofrem world markets, the question of access to commercial
technologies, a concomitant of globalization, enabled jobsutes, especially for the transport of petroleum, it@asly

to be transferred from developed to developing countrigsiportant. The development of transport equipment had

33. Byallaccounts, one could make a persuasive casel?&en one of the major development priorities set outin the
or against globalization. In Singapore, globalization Wéjseve_lopment strategy through the year 2.030’ proposed_ by
resident Nazarbaev. Kazakhstan highly valued its

notviewed as being inherently good or bad, butasa realﬁ . ; . :
to which one had to adjust and with which one must malgéoperanon with the United Nations on the development

one's of transport and transit networks through the landlocked
peace. . . .
countries of Central Asia. General Assembly resolution
34. Mr. Ageyev (Kazakhstan) said that in future53/171 onthetransitenvironmentinthelandlocked States
globalization would exercise a decisive influence on thg central Asia and their transit developing neighbours
socio-economic development of States. As ajeattve would contribute to the establishment of a transportation
phenomenon, it required a reconsideration of the realitig;;stem in that region and consequently facilitatexpemr
of the world economy; in both its complexity and itsf goods and services from the Central Asian countries to
universality, it called for recourse to the United Nations iyorid markets. It was alsoimportant for the United Nations
the search for new guiding principles for the worl&conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to
economy. In his report on the work of the organizatiofyrmulate a programme that would facilitate transport and
(A/54/1) the Secretary-General had spoken of theansit in the landlocked countries of Central Asia and

challenges and opportunities presented by todayiseir transit developing neighbours.
globalized financial markets, particularly for developin Kazakhstan. pursuing a policy of enhanced regional
and transition economies. In that regard, Kazakhst ﬁ P gapolicy 9

supported the proposal to convene, not later than 2001e,caon_or_n_ig cooperation, was_actively making use of the
higphp-level intzrnztional forum on financing forpOSSIbI“tIESOﬁered bythe Uniteddtions. Itwelcomed the

development. cooperation extended b_y the Eco_nomic Co_mr_nission fc_Jr
P Europe andthe Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific with a view to developing and

32. The proponents of globalization acknowledged th
it had powerful repercussions but saw them as positi
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implementing the United Nations special programme fat Tokyo in September 1999 an international conference
the economies of Central Asia (SPECA), the objective oh the Semipalatinsk region, which had created a stir both
which would be to assist the countries of Central Asia im Kazakhstan and abroad. Also noteworthyin thatregard
strengthening their cooperation, stimulating theiwasthe significantassistance provided bythe International
economicdevelopment, and integrating intothe economMomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations
life of the countries of Europe and Asia. Curren€hildren’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Pation
geopolitical realities demanded the development of a spdeend (UNFPA), the United Nations Educational, Scientific
exclusively for transport and telecommunicationsand Cultural Organization (UNESCO)anddonor countries.

Kazakhstan therefore supported the reopening of the Sjk -\, castaneda-Cornejo(El Salvador) said that his

Route between the continents of Europe and Asia, whigfeqation, like many others, believed that globalization

would galvanize economic development in the region gf, 4 the market economy would be driving forces for
Central Asia.

development in the twenty-first century. The Second
39. Kazakhstan attached great importance to econonddlommittee would be assessing their impact on the
cooperation within regional organizations. Since Magevelopment of States, multinational corporations,
1998, it had chaired the Economic Cooperationon-governmental organizations and civil society, as well
Organization, which comprised 10 countries in the regias on the various international financial institutions and
of Central Asia, and which offered considerabléhe United Nationssystem. Transformations broughton by
possibilities for the development and expansion @flobalization tended to pwoke cetain fears, although
commercial and economic relations. Kazakhstan wousdich changes were accompanied by considerable
continue to work within that organization to strengthen itsdvantages and opportunities for all the countries of the
tiestothe United Nations. It would also continue to accondlorld and for millions of people. It was important to take
significant attention to economic cooperation within thaote of the efforts that had been undertaken at the national
Commonwealth of Independent States and the Centeald international levels, including by El Salvador, to
Asian Economic Community which was endeavouring toromote the private sector, to maintain alowinflation rate,
establish an exclusive economic and commercial spacearkeep prices stable, to reduce bureaucracy, to restore the
its member countries. balance of trade or to create a surplus, to eliminate or

40. Globalization had had adverse consequences on Lﬁguce tariffs on imports, to eliminate restrictions on

environment of certain regions of the world, owing to th preign investments, to moni_tor inter_nal monopplies, to
rapid expansion of the world economy and other humapcrease exports, to privatize national services and

causes. As the century closed, sustainable developméﬂgusmes’ to ehr_mnate excessive contlrol of cap|t.al
environmental protection and the rehabilitation dparkets,toauthonzetheconversmnofnat|onalcurren0|es,

ecological disaster zones were especially grave matte&%,Open up |.ndu_stry and the bond and S.tOCk markets to
calling for urgent solutions. Kazakhstan, which haglrect participation by foreigners and national investors,

ecological disaster zones such astheformernucleartest‘iﬂ%e“mmate excessive and ineffectual controls on the

ground of Semipalatinsk and the Aral Sea — whose ve?)9 nomy, to eliminate governmental corruption and

existencewasendangered—wouldIiketheinternation%lijbs'd'es’. tq open banlng sys'Fems and
lecommunications to private investors, bational and

community’s assistance in finding solutionstoecologic%‘? ) . :
problems. In that regard, his delegation was extreme eign, and to allow all persons to choose their own kind
grateful to those Member States that had providé) retirement fund.
assistance to Kazakhstan in its efforts to surmount td2. Globalization was accompanied by gravéitnsonal
socio-economic and ecological problems of thproblems. The Government of El Salvador was therefore
Semipalatinsk region. The resolutions adopted at tleedeavouringtopromote democracyin accordance with the
fifty-second and fifty-third sessions of the Generafalues and principles set out in the Universal Declaration
Assembly etitled “International cooperation andofHuman Rights. In its view, a true culture of peace must
coordination for the human and ecological rehabilitatiobe created in order better to confront international
and economic development of the Semipalatinsk region@fonomic crises, to resolve problems arising from natural
Kazakhstan” had done much to arouse interest in tkhesasters like Hurricane Mitch, and to effect reforms in El
problems of the region. His delegation offered its speci&alvador and throughout Central America that would
thanks to the Japanese Government and to the Unitetider those societies sustainable and significantlyimprove
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for convenintie quality of life of their citizens.



A/C.2/54/SR.7

43. The Salvadoran Government believed thd. His Government supported the implementation of
globalization and its economic, social, political andgenda 21 and a more active role for the United Nations
ideologicalimpact should be analyzed and discussed. Neaw the areas of climate change, desertification and
consensuses must bereached on development, the extenaahrdous and toxic waste. In August, the Republic of
debt, official development assistance, sustainable humidarea had acceded to the Unitedtiddns Convention to

development, the role of women, prevention and assistari@embat Desertification. It welcomed the reforms under
in cases of natural disaster, technology transfers, amdy in UNEP and, as a member of the Commission on
cooperation among international financial entities. Sustainable Development, would help to promote

44. Mr. Lee See-YoungRepublic of Korea) said that bysustamable development.

1999, most ofthe crisis-stricken countries were recoveris@. Inthe spiritof South-South cooperation, the Republic
from the financial crisis of 1997. Nonetheless, bold stejpd Korea shared its experience with developing countries
must be taken at both the national and international levelsd, despite the economic crisis, was committed to
in order to withstand the volatile swings of open capitaxpanding its assistance by financing an international
markets while, at the same time, reaping their benefitscooperation prigect and dispatching hundreds of experts.

45. Interdependence made international Cooperémm]ordertofacilitatethetransferofenvironmentallysound
more necessary than ever. The international commun’;@;hnomgies’ the Republic of Korea would host a forum on
t

- th-South cooperation in science and technology
should regulate short-term capital flows through an ear u . .
warning system. ansfers, to be held in Seoul in February 2000. In 1994,

o . o the Republic of Korea had agreed to serve as host for the
46. Povertyeradication and social policies should be ti¢ternational Vaccine Institute, whose aim was to help

centrepiece of crisis managementand economic reform daveloping countries to develop vaccines. That Institute
the absence of a social safety net for the most vulnerallguld become operational in the near future.

segments of the population, sustained economic growth .
was merely an illusion. The crisis had shown that causgd: Mr Belinga-Eboutou (Cameroon) welcomed the

and solutions were peculiar to each country. positive impact of globalization and, at the same time,

o _ . . expressed the fear thatitwould widen the gap between rich
47. Globalization raised complex intersectoral issuégnd poor countries and marginalize the countries of the
The United Nations had a vital role to play and shouldoyth. Poverty eradication, environmental protection and

continue to examine the impact of globalization on thge control of pandemics, particularly, AIDS, called for
financial crisis in developing countries, the persistence gfncrete solutions.

poverty and the marginalization of Africa and the lea .
%. There were many causes of poverty. The economic

developed countries. In a new international developme wih rate of Africa (3 ¢ tar f the 7
paradigm, the Committee should consider the concept% rate of Africa (3 per cent) was very far from the

human-centred development, i.e., eradicating povertyaRﬁr (?ent required to reduc_e p0\_/erty by hfalf by2Q15 on_that
promoting sustained economic growth; overhauling Unite ntinent. Proposed solutions included increasing official
Nations development strategies il’,l order to ensu gvelopmentassistance and investmentsin poor countries;

developing countries’ ownership of their own development; proving access to global markets for their product;; and
and bolstering the role of the United Nations in econom ealllngwnh the debt problem urgentlyand on an equitable
cooperation. The United Nations had already promot §s'S:

dialogue on globalization. The panel organized by tHg8. His delegation welcomed the decision by the United
Department of Economic and Social Affairs orStates of America to forgive the bilateral debts of poor
international governance within the context ofountries.the assistance providedtodeveloping countries
globalization should serve as a starting point for thwould make it possible not only to prevent their
Committee’s discussions. marginalization but also to maintain a global balance. In
natspirit, Cameroon and other Central African countries

official development assistance (0.22 per cent of the gr @d undertaken a codmmltment to Workltogether to p_lr_otehct
domestic product of developed countries). It supporté e environment and conserve natural resources. To that
measures to reduce the debt burden of heavily indebt%'?id’th,eyhad decided to.establlshtrgnsboundaryprotected
poor countries (HIPC), such astheCoIognedebtinitiativ@,reas in the Congo River basin in order to preserve

and was considering making a contribution to the Hippiological diversity, even though forests were a major
Trust Fund. source of income. The international community should

48. His delegation was concerned at the reduction
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recognize that sacrifice to world ecological equilibrium blevel, should be based on a thorough assessment of the
providing compensation in the form of a fund for theneeds ofthe populations concerned and carried outin close
preservation and sustainable management of forests aodrdination with local leaders. Second, innovations
biological diversityin central Africa. Tothatend, it shouldshould be introduced on a case-by-case basis and draw on
mobilize considerable resources, since the protectionleésons learned. Moreover, projects should be designed at
fauna and flora represented a very heavy drain on thee local level before becoming integrated in national
fragile economies of the region. His delegation wouldevelopmentplans (“bottom up” approach). Israel exported
therefore submit a draft pext on that question. its accumulated experience and know-how by training
Environmental protection, like AIDS, was a universaprofessionals from all over the world.

battle. That pandemic threatened not only the future g
millions of African men and women but also of all
humankind.

Israel had made agriculture and rural development
priorities because communities in rural areas were
generally the least privileged. A major concern was the
54. The twenty-first century offered hope for manegfficient use of water, because climate changes had made
things: solidarity; prosperity; the consolidation of peaceater resources increasingly scarce. Israel had developed
and democracy; the protection of human, political angreat expertise in the management of plant-soil-water
social rights; and,l@oveall, the right to development. relationships and was cooperating with other countries in
55. Mr. Gabay (Israel) said that, for 50 years, thethed_eyelopmentof“desertmargin“ areas,whiphinvolved
international community had been implementin ewirrigation methods or solarenergyproductlop systems
i pecially suited to desert environments. Conscious of the

development programmes aimed at improving the qual .
of life throughout the world. Through those programmeg oblems posed by the rural exodus, Israel was undertaking
jeasures in the areas of rural urban integration and

disease and infant mortality had been defeated; i )
expectancy had increased; agricultural production and,%esrl—urban agricultural systems.

a result, food security had also increased; and the rateb®. Thanks to the financial assistance provided by the
literacy had multiplied. On the other hand, unfortunatelynited States Agency for International Development,
one billion people continued to live in disgracefuNorwegian and Danish institutions and United Nations
conditions. agencies, Israel had implemented programmes aimed at

56. The issues confronting the Second Committé{gveloping_human resources.and transferring know-ho_w.
affected the well-being of humankind and the future of thid'S q§legat|on hop_ed thatthe mter_natlongl _commumty, n
planet. More than ever, people were united by a commfihsp'_”t Of. cooperation and gqod W'.” and risiripge any
destiny. Such phenomena as malnutrition or pover Ilthal issues, would continue its efforts to promote
threatened the prosperity of nations and thus, regional an tainable development.

global security. The fate of constant progress wasin doubf). Mr. Rodriguez Parrilla (Cuba) associated himself
Inview of those difficulties, stisinable development alonewith the statement made by the representative of Guyana
would guarantee the future of generations to come. In ordsr behalf of the Group of 77 and China and said that it was
to promote such a development paradigm, internationzéradoxical that our era was characterized not only by
cooperation should accord priority to the elimination djlobalization and the domination of technology but by
poverty, food security foall, the eradication of disease,increasing poverty. That situation required a complete
climate change and desertification control and thaverhaul of the existing world order and its fundamental
protection of biodiversity. principles.

57. Israel, for its part, had decided to make it61. In addition to the Asian crisis of 1997, whose full
contribution in the areas in which it had accumulated thredfects were still unpredictable — and which had shown
greatest experience and expertise, namely, enhancing foloel need for rigorous and responsible management of
production in arid and semi-arid zones, developinignancial and economic activity in every country and
agriculture-based communities and improving watexposed the ineffectiveness of international financial
management through new iragon and recycling institutions — the world was currently suffering from a
technologies. Its developmentactivities, whose focal poidevelopment crisis. That situation entailed a questioning
was the Centre for International Cooperation (Mashawf the neo-liberal ideology which, in the name of
were based on a number of principles. First, successfilbbalization, had made the developing countries pay a
field activities which had an impact at the macroeconomiweavy price for their illusions about progress. Thus,
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ironically, the countries which had suffered the most frof85. Finally, international development cooperation and
the crisis were those which had most fully liberalized theofficial development assistand@DA) must be reinforced
financial markets and become most heavily involved withecause the developed countries, while stressing coherent
globalization processes. The affected countries were for ttelow-up to world conferences, had not truly respected
most part the developing countries, because the developledir commitments to the area of transfer of resources and
countries had even managed to profit from the fall in thlechnologies. The credibility of United Nations actions
price of commodities and the redirection of capital flowsould be measured aboad by the concrete steps taken
towards the industrialized economies. Thought mubythe system to combat povertyin the field. Rhetoric must
therefore be given to finding a management model for tthe replaced by atrue partnership for developmentin which
world economy that would allow mankind to fight povertyeach partner assumed its historic responsibilities for
more effectively in the twenty-first century. solving the urgent problems faced by mankind.

62. Thesolutionwastocreate anew, fairand sustainaltle. Recognizingthatthe countries ofthe South must play
world order, which would require the participation of leading role and that the international community must
developing countries in collective decisions and thigetter understand their aspirations, problems and
complete overhaul of the international monetary amadvantages, the Group of 77 and China had decided to
financial system currently dominated by the power of theonvene in 2000 the first South Summit, which would have
dollar. A new, coherent definition of development musas a priority to try to better understand the challenges of
also be adopted that would do away with the artificiajlobalization andto define concrete measuresto be adopted
separation of trade, investment and finance, reduce tinghe areas of South-South cooperation and North-South
growing gap between therichestand poorest countries afidlogue. As host country for the conference, Cuba would
abolish protectionist practices, which soflagrantly violateehcourage open dialogue and fruitful exchanges of views.

the principles of liberalism. 67. Mr. Acemah (Uganda), aligning himself with the

63. Inthatregard, it would be useful, as proposed by tlstgatement made by the representative of Guyana on behalf
Group of 77 and China, to organize under United Natiored the Group of 77 and China, observed that as the third
auspices a conference on the financing of developmentillennium approached, the world economy seemed to
which would provide a forum to discuss those problems imave achieved rather mixed results. The objective of
a truly democratic fashion. The next Ministeriafeducing poverty by half by the year 2015 seemed out of
Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to beeach. Although important progress had been made in the
held in Seattle, would also provide an opportunity for alirea of debt reduction, the problem of heavy debt loads
the developed countries to demonstrate their will to assumemained unresolved. The exponential growth in world
their obligations by taking the stepsagssaryto eliminate trade had not benefited the developing countries, and their
the imbalances typical of the international trade system¢onomic position as a group had deteriorated, a situation
grant the developing countries the required special attthtrequired arealignment of global opportunitiesandthe
differential treatment and throw open their markets t@distribution of wealth.

products from those countries. There had been numer The many problems to be resolved required an

appeals to refocus the new cycle of multilateral traqge g ated approach, involving an international dialogue
negotiations on development issues. The United Natiofs, \yoyid include the keyareas of investment, finance and
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Wag cess to technological and financial resources. There was
well placed to assistthe developing countriesto prepare W& panacea, and a whole set of actions needed to be taken
such adebate. The Second Committee musttherefore mgke . opje developing countries to exploit global

a positive contrib_ution both to the Seattle conference a%ﬂportunities. In order to guarantee sustained growth and
to the tenth session of UNCTAD. sustainable development, the entire international
64. Technological progresswas one ofthe driving forceemmunity must make major structural changes in the
of globalization. Only those countries having adequatgeas of production and consumption and make concessions
know-how could take full advantage of globalization’sn sensitive areas such as agriculture and access to
potential. The United Nations had not yet accordeggchnology within the framework of widened and
sufficient attention to that issue; the adiigs of the reinforced international cooperation for development.

Cﬁm?’]iSﬁiOﬂfOﬂ Science and Technology for Developmegé_ Globalization and interdependencetogether with the
should therefore be renewed. opportunities and risks they presented, had taken centre
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stage in 1997 with the advent of the Asian financial crisig3. That effort was all the moreeoessary as the
Although that crisis was over, the necessary lessons masbnomic growth of developing countries overall had
be learned in order to avoid any repetition. His delegatiateclined; the least developed countries and Africa had
believed that the item on globalization anduffered the most, since their situation had been further
interdependence should remain on the Committeeaggravated by civil and political strife and the spread of
agenda, and he welcomed the fact that Hweman diseases such as AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. Uganda
Development Report 1998cused on globalization. In welcomed the agreed conclusions adopted by the Economic
order for globalization to benefit all, it was essential thatnd Social Council atits coordination segmentin 1999 and
it not degenerate into a runaway private sector-drivéhe call for the Secretary-General to commission an
process without ahuman face; thatthe major actors ensurdependent evaluation of the United Nations New Agenda
that the profit motive did not compromise the objectivefor the Development of Africa in the 1990s as an input to
of the general interest and public good, which werthe high-level segment ofthe Councilin 2001 and the final
priorities in the developing countries; that all countrieseview of the New Agenda in 2002. New support
participate effectively in international economic andnechanisms for African development in the subsequent
financial decision-making; thatinternational developmentecades should also be considered, even if the African
cooperation be reinvigorated, in particularin the areas thaiuntries themselves would have to take the necessary
would best help the developing countries to benefit foriction in such areas as peace and security, good governance
globalization, such as trade, investment and physical aadd political and economic reforms.

institutional capacity-building; that donors meet the,  rinajly with regard to the third United Nations
objective of 0.7 per cent of GNP for official developmengtarence on the Least Developed Countries, his

assistance (ODA); and faily, that governance Dbe yojeqation believed that the least developed countries
strengthened in order to make better policy choices whigh 14 be helped to benefit from opportunities in the areas
would minimize the risks of globalization. of trade and investment. The WTO Third Ministerial
70. Inthat context, in view of the importance of the rol€onference should take concrete actions in the areas of
played by transnational corporations in globalizatiomuaranteed and duty-free market access for products from
Uganda had suggested reactivating the United Natiodeveloping countries, fullimplementation ofthe Marrakesh
Centre on Transnational Corporations and the Unit&kclaration and Ministerial Decision on Measures in
Nations Commission on Transnational Corporationgavour ofthe Least Developed Countries as well as special
whose abolition had been a mistake. and differential treatment of such countries as an integral
: rt ofthe multilateral trading system, including measures
71. Anydebate on sustainable development should re:gé?'facilitate trade. Commending the work of UNCTAD in

to the small island developing States which could on . . : .
survive if human activity did not bring about dramati atarea, his delegation emphasized theimportance ofthe

environmental consequences such asglobalwarming.lgﬁﬁrrent c_iebate which gave the United Nanpns an
delegation welcomed the fact that the twenty—secor%)portumty to mak(_a a mc_aanmgfql contribution  to
special session of the Genefalsembly had been devoted'mern"’u'c’n"’II economic decision-making.

to those countries and reiterated its commitment to ti®. Mr. Don Nanjira (World Meteorological
results of the Rio Conference and to Agenda 21 whidbrganization) said that some of the items under
offered a blueprint for environmentally sound developmentpnsideration by the Second Committee — such as those
with the responsibility shared by all. relating to the atmosphere, the environment,

72. FinancingfordevelopmentwasanothermajortherH@plementation0ngenda21’theconvemio.nsmnaie’
natural disasters, and

deserving special mention. There was every reasonqgsert'f'cat'on and biodiversity,

strengthen international cooperation for development, algall island developing States — were rgleyant to the
the assistance offered to the least developed countrf@gndate oftheWorId MeteorologlcalOrganlzatlon.Those
would enable them to take their legitimate place in thigSues all _rgquwed con_certed mternatlon_al effort_s and
community of nations; that would not be to the detrimertrong polltlcal commitment from the international
of the developed countries, since they would benefit frofPMMuNIty.
expanded opportunities for trade in a world free from th&6. The meterological and hydrological services were
potential risks of polarization and conflict of interests thanaking an outstanding contribution to the safety and
could have negative social and political consequenceswelfare of mankind; indeed, thanks to scientific forecasting
and warning services, Governments could forewarn and

11
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protect their people from hurricanes, floods, and otheapacities of a country’s financial system and that the
natural disasters; improve agricultural productivity; andurden of responsibility should not be placed on developing
manage water resources more efficiently as well @suntries alone. Moreover, it was clear that a solution
minimizing the impact of desertification, acid rain, ozondecided only by the international financial institutions was
layer depletion and other threats to the environment. not adequate and that each situation should be settled

77. The thirteenth WMO Congress, held in Geneva individually. International financial management should
' ’ ameliorated to allow developing countries the right to

May 1999 had mapped out a strategy for the twenty-fir ﬁl S ; cal The United
century, in the framework of the existing unique system f _parnmp;atlon In Cahp't]f_i mo_vemigts. | € mteb
international cooperation among meteorological servicigat'ons conference on the financing of development, to be

The organization’s future activities would focus o eld in 2001, would provide an opportunity to discuss

: manyimportant issues, such asfinancing resources andthe

serviceswouldhavereadyaccesstoaccuratedataundell_tf'ltteem‘pjlt'Onal financial system. New rules in the

principle of unrestricted exchange of data; that thiternational economic field should be democratic and
potential of meteorological and hydrological earlywarningnsure developing countries’ equal rights, reversing the

systems would be fully realized in order to reduce loss fisting S|tuat|on_where de_veloped countries Ia|d.down
life and property; that collaboration among scientifiEUIes and developing countries were left with no choice but

communities would lead to the development of effectivi? follow.

forecasting systems and a global environmental monitori8d. The role of the United Nations in the field of
system based on the World Weather Watch. Thievelopment had been weakened over recentyears. Asthe
international community should reassess the contributiom®st representative international organization, however,
of science and technology to development with a view fbshould play a leading role in the establishment of a fair
enhancing the applications of advances in science aand reasonable new international economic order that
technology, including the geosciences, to sustainahlieuld solve the problems of the new century. United
development. Nations operational activities had helped to facilitate the
dcapacity-building efforts of developing countries. It was to

that globalization had created enormous economic WeaRﬁ hoped thatdonor countr_|es would give them du_e pr!orlty
but had also widened the gap between rich and poor 3% that the downward spiral of voluntary contributions
exacerbated inequality. Globalization should brinﬁOUId be reversed at an early date.

prosperity to all, through cooperation and th82. ThePeople’'sRepublicofChinacelebrateditsfiftieth
establishment of a new world order. There would be remniversaryin 1999. Despite the diffldes it had suffered
global prosperity without growth and development dh the Asian financial crisis, China was convinced that it
developing countries which were home to 90 per cent oftisbould stick to the path of development suited to its
world’s population. The new world order should putational conditions and pursue its strategy of opening up
developing countries on an equal footing with thwith determination and confidence. Many reforms were
developed countries, which should demonstrate theinder way in order to transform the mode of production
political will and sense of responsibility to contribute to @and rejuvenate the countrythrough science and education,
just and equal world. with a view to sustainable development. China also

79. The few developing countries that had managed %tended' to be qctlvely involved in .|nternat|onal
develop some competitive products had suffered from tﬁgoperqtlon at various levels and contribute to world
protectionism of the developed countries. TradRfosperity and stability.

liberalization and the opening up of markets should [83. Mr. Kebede (Ethiopia) said that the Second
carried out in such a way as to eliminate trade barrieBommittee was ideally positioned to contribute to the
imposed on products from developing countries. The fadebate on globalization and produce a coherent analysis of
that some of those countries were excluded from the Woiild various impacts. Globalization, which had both benefits
Trade Organization was cause for concern, since joinigd pitfalls, could increasingly marginalize the countries
that agency was an essential step towards integration infasub-Saharan Africa in the emerging global economic
the world economy. order. Those countries endured serious fluctuations in the
global markets, with the prices of commodities having
llentotheir lowest level in a centuryand a half. Theyhad
own little growth in exports and attracted virtually no

78. Mr. Shen Guofang(People’s Republic of China) sai

80. Therecentfinanal crisisin Asiahadshownthatthe
opening of the capital account should not go beyond tli

12
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foreign investment. In sum, global opportunities werimmdeed a step forward. Practice had shown, however, that
currently unevenly distributed between countries artie measures envisaged bythe initiative were half-hearted
peoples. The international community should therefoend far from adequate, as had come to be recognized by its
undertake a rigorous and balanced review of theuthors. The debt stock of developing countries, and
international framework for global trade and finance. lespecially of the highly indebted poor countries, was
that regard, the World Trade Organization Ministeriatlearly unsustainable. Given its negative impact on their
Conference, the tenth session of UNCTAD and the varioesonomies, theissue needed to be discussed fundamentally
mid-term review meetings scheduled for the months aficom a political angle and from the perspective of
years ahead should consider policies which could helpgostainable growth and development. The international
ensure the successful integration of developing countriesmmunity should adopt radical measures, such as debt
intothe world economyon an equitable basis and avoid thancellation or conversion into grants of official bilateral
risk of further marginalization. and multilateral debt. That would not be beyond reach. His
afielegation hoped that the Cologne summit meeting’s

cooperation wasetessary in order to facilitate the activd"'tiative on enhe;]nced delbt rel_lef ?nr? Ithe regentl
participation of developing countries in the worlnnouncement at the annual meeting of the Internationa

economy. Development cooperation had to be structurdpnetary Fund and the World Bank would contribute to

systematicallytotransfer resources and know-how from tﬁ‘edurable solution to the debt overhang problem.

rich to the poor. Its overriding moral goal should be t87. The developing countries should play an enhanced
combat poverty and ultimately enable developing countriegle in the international trade regime. Since the conclusion
to participate as equal partners in the internationafthe Uruguay Round in 1994, several studies had shown
economic order. If international cooperation was to makts likelyimplications for the world economy and especially

a difference in the next millennium, it required sustainefdr developing countries. Losses in sub-Saharan Africa
and long-term commitment by development partners. were considerable. African exporters faced reduced

85. Thefailureofinterational cooperation over the pastpreferentlal tariff margins, and Africa would lose its

three decades was due to the fact that it had never had Wiié/”eged status under the Lomé Convention in respect of

volume ofresources that had been promised,nottomenti.tcﬁ%(t”es’. clothing _and agrlcu]turg. Thus the (_affectlve
gtegranon of African countries into the multilateral

what was needed to make an impact. Most of tH di ¢ d their full ticination in the WTO
development partners were far from reaching the agretéa Ing system an €ir full participation in the

target of 0.7 per cent of their GNP for development ai rocess nheededtoreceive priority attention atthe upcoming
and in son%e cases their contribution had shrunk. All t Jlinisterial Conference and the next session of UNCTAD.

often, small amounts of development assistance reach opening of the markets of the North to the products of

developing countries only after a long decision—makin‘éfr'?an count.:cntas shoullql be onle ofdthe major goals oftrl;e
process and being tied to all sorts of conditions. Bo P er(t-:-r?cesdl | € mu t; atqra tra Ing sy;teml was to he
developed and developing countries had the responsibil yengthened. It was also imperative to implement the

toimprove the quality of development coopion. Swcess P ovisions on special and differential treatment and indeed

would be achieved by collectively undertaking constructi\}g exparjd the concept, given the dynamlc nature of the
dialogue as equal partners. Amore transparent, predicta‘rgﬁeern.at'onal tradg 'sys'Fem. Supply-§|d¢ We."?"‘”?sses
and stable partnership was needed, and the rules of [ﬁgultlng frqm the dlffIC'U|tIe§ of economlcdlver5|f|ca§|qn
game should be clearly understood. It required confiden%@d the fall in commo.dlty prices were problems requiring
tobe effective. Inthatregard, Ethiopia attached paramo urgent response in the next cycle of negotiations on
importance to the report of the Ad Hoc Open-endet('ilade and development.

Working Group on Financing for Development and hopetihe meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.

that the convening of a conference on that topic would

provide the opportunity to examine scrupulously the

problem of development financing in a coherent manner.

84. Therevitakation and strengthening ofinternation

86. The debtoverhang problem had a critical bearing on
the ability of developing countries to mobilize resources
for development. Manyexcellentdeclarations ofintenthad
been made by the creditors. The latest initiative — the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative — was
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