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Annex 1: List of abbreviations
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IPC

NAS
NSS
NUF
RSF
SAF

SPLA-IO

SPLM/A-IO

SPLM-IO

SSP
SSPDF
UNMISS
UPA
UPDF

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
National Salvation Front/Army

National Security Service

Necessary Unified Forces

Rapid Support Forces

Sudanese Armed Forces

Sudan People’s Liberation Army in Opposition (referring to its
armed wing)

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army in Opposition
(referring to both its armed wing and political party)

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement in Opposition (referring
to its political party)

South Sudan Pound

South Sudan People’s Defence Forces
United Nations Mission in South Sudan
United People’s Alliance

Uganda People’s Defence Forces

50/146



S/2025/442

Annex 2: South Sudan Transitional Period has officially been extended for two more

years, 21 February 2025
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Anne.x .3: Outcome document of Leadership Forum on Completing the Political
Tranisiton in South Sudan, 19 to 21 February 2025

Leadership Forum on Completing the Political Transition in South Sudan
Under the Theme:
“Finalizing Security Sector Unification, Advancing the Permanent Constitution-Muking
Process and Progressing Preparations for Eleetions™

Held at
Radisson Blu Hotel, Juba
19-21 Febroary 2025

Agreed Recommendations from the Leadership Forum

PREAMBLE

We, the participants of the Leadership Forum on Completing the Political Transition in South
Sudan, comprising representatives of the senior political leadership, political partics, sequrity
sector uctors, the national legislature, national institutions, women, youth, civil society,
academia, media, and and faith-based leaders.

Having convened a 3-day Leadership Forum under the auspices of the United Nations Mission
in South Sudan (LUNMISS). the African [Inion Mission in South Sudan (AUMISS), the
Intergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD) Reconstituted Joint Monitoring and
Evaluation Mechanism (RIMEC) and the International IDEA,

Express our gratitude to the aforementioned partners for sustained support 1o the peace
implementation in South Sudan and,

Cognizant of the chillenges faced by the R-ARCSS implementing parties, the daunting
responsibilities incumbent on the people of South Sudan, the need to take charge of our destiny
as a country and the Fact that this is said to be the last extension of the R-ARCSS, which
necessitate the need for continuous dialogue among the parties and the stakeholders to complete
the political transition

Concerned about the resumplion of the sporadic conflicts among some partics to the R-
ARCSS, delayed unification of the forces among the R-ARCSS partiesand the slow progress
on the Tumaini Initiative between the Hold-Out groups and the RTGoNU,

Aware of the financial challenges and lack of political will lagging the progress in the
completion of the transitional period

Calling upon the parties to the RARCSS to prioritise funding of peace activities, respeet the
terms of the December 21 2017, Cessation of Hostilities Agreement, address the inter-
commundl conflicts with urgency and expedite the completion of the transitional period,

Having mutually contemplated the challenges faced by the RARCSS peace mechanisms and
learning regional and international experiences on political transitions from regional and
international experts,
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Privileged with the opportunity to deliberate on matters relating 1o Security seclor
unification/transformation, permanent constitution-making process, and electoral preparation.

Have, hereby, resolved, at this “Leadership Forum on Completing the Political Transition in
South Sudan® held at Radisson Blu Hote! in Juba from 19-21 February 2025, to issue the
following agreed recommendations for consideration by the Parties and stakeholders.

Recommendations of the Leadership Forum on Completing the Political Transition in
South Sudan Held at Radisson Blue Hotel from 19-21 February 2025

S/N

Recommendations

Responsible
Body

Remarks

.|'All the parties sign a code of conduct before

elections o that they comply and accept election
results without resort to conflict

All
parties,

political

)

National Elections Commissions to be funded and
well-resourced to conduet timely elections.

RTGoNU,
International
Community, AU

UN,

ele

UNMISS to organize more leadership dialogues to
address compelling issues before the parties go for
clections

UNMISS,
RTGoNU

.| Call upon the leadership of the country to confirm

ranks and files of the NUF, after going through
process of army formation, provide funds for
transitional security artangements  and
transformation and

RTGoNU

.| Advocate for the lifting of the arms embargo after

completion of Security sector reform and ensuring
that the NUF are adequately equipped to fulfill their
mandate of protecting, territorial integrity of the
country, citizens, property and maintaining
security.

RTGoNU,
International
Community, AU,
IGAD

After the completion of the
Security Sector Reform,

| Train unified command of the security forces,

enhance trust, confidence and professionalization of
the army

All

command
leadership,
RTGoNU,

security

All the security forces to be trained on election
security

RTGoNU
Security forces

The traditional Authority be represented in the
constitution making process

NCRC, RTGoNU
efc

Prioritize the training and deployment of the
Necessary Unified Forces (NUF) with a clear and
unified command structure to énsure cooperation,
compliance, and trust-building within the security
seclor,

RTGoNU,
UNMISS,
DDR
Commission

AU,

Application of the restorative justice as a path way
to trust and political will than punitive justice to
enable the completion of Chapter V of RARCSS.

All  parties to
RARCSS. AU,
IGAD, all
stakeholders and

Enhance trust building, peroneal
security ‘and reinforces  the
reconciliation among  South
Sudanese. AN

/L‘j:/; s e

i,
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International
Community

The Leadership Forum recommend that the parties
hold inter-parties dialogue and continue sustained
dialogue through the extended transitional period.

All political
partics,

RTGoNU.
stakeholders and
partners

The parties and stakeholders in
the forum recommend that there
should bi¢ a continuous dialogue,
preferably twice a month, among
the party leaders at the principal
level.

12) Ecumenical prayer sessions to pray together with | CSO, South | Initiated by the faith based
7 our political leaders and for the country. Religious | Sudan religious  communitics.  This
leaders to form @ body to engage the parties on | ecumenical body, | enhances the trust building and
completion of the transition Islamic, SSCC | confidence,
ele.

13 The forum recommends continuous and timely | HLSC, NTC,
updates on the progress of the implementation of
the critical outstanding activities necessary for the
completion of the political transition by the partics
to the Agreement leading to the 2026 elections.

14 The prioritization of funding of key mechanisms | International Funding these activities will
and  particularly electoral  processes (NEC). Community, cnab!e_ bcttc.r. ending of the
constitutional-making processes (NCRC) and R’l"GoNU. CS0s. | political transition
National Bureau of Statisitic AL, EAR, R,

International
IDEA

15 Harmonise the amended TCRSS, 2011 to address | RTGoNU, CSO,
contradictions, ensuring effective dissemination of | Ecumenical Body
the R-ARCSS and civic education to promote
understanding and ownership of the peace process

16 Engage UNMISS and other stakeholders to provide | UNMISS, Technical and financial support
technical and financial support to expedite the | RTGoNU from UN
implementation of the  Security  sector
transformation.

17 Establishment of the Early Warning Mechanism and | Trilateral  (UN, | Report Monthly to the RTGoNU
system during the extended transitional period AU, RTGoNU) | and International Community

RMIEC,CSOs |

18 Comprehensive blanket disarmament of all the | NUF, UNMISS, | It is 1o be done simultaneously
civilians across the country and putting in place | AU and IGAD nationwide
tracking mechanism for the arms and ammunitions
supplied to the national armed forces

19 The constitution making and electoral processes be | RTGoNU, Parties | This does not necessarily mean
taken concurrently o'the RARCSS, | sequencing

20 Prioritize trust and confidence-building among all | RTGoNU, Hold- | Mediation team to continuously
parties involved in the Tumaini Initiative through | Outs engage the parties

dialogue, compromise, and a focus on shared goals.

Stakeholders.
CS0,

NIQ// mb—— “\f Y /%w;’ / (4&\
J! W

dd
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International
Community
21| Delinking of the armies from the political parties to | RTGoNU,  PPC, This is what the Political Parties
enable political parties’ registration before elections 1GAD Act say

are done

22| Civil Society Organizations and public to redouble
their efforts to hold the political leaders accountable
in the country

All CSOs their
respective groups

Itis the role of every citizen to ask

and pressure the  political
leadership

23 The South Sudanese people, government and
national leaders 1o take responsibility of funding the
CMP

All South
Sudanese,
RTGoNU

24| The Civic Education committees and CSOs should
engage the public, IDPs and refugee on the CMP 10
ensure inclusive participation

NCRC, CSO

The Process should not be rushed

25 All Tumaini Initiative Hold-Out Groups should be
engaged and dialogued in a manner that addresses
their grievances with public participation

RTGaoNL!
Mediation team,

26 None partisan to facilitate the writing of the
constitution

27 Tumaini Initiative (o complement the RARCSS and

RTGoNU, Hold

join current structures of the RARCSS out groups
mediation TI
- team

On behalf of the participants, we undersign adopt the above recommendations

Name

1. Major Gen Majier Deng
The Security Forces

2. Michael Majur Achol SPLM

3. Hon Gatwech Lam SPLM-iO

4. Hon lIsahaq Elias Thrahim SSOA.
5. Hn Juma Seed Worju.

The Political Parties

6. Archbishop Moses Deng Bol

The Faith-based Organisation
7. Dabek Mabior Arok

Signature
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The Civil Society Organisation

8. Hon Margaret Girma Lukurnyang

Diana Joseph Wani
9. I’cnoqs with Disabilitics
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The Youth and Women

End
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Annex 4: Armored personnel carrier used at Akol Koor’s residence in Juba on 21 November
2024

Source: video on file with the Panel.

APC scen in the 21 November 2024 video taken APCs shown during and after the ceremony held on 28 December 2022 for
at Akol Koor's residence the deployment of a battalion of the SSPDF to the DRC

Similarities with the Titan-S like APCs imported to South Sudan in 2022: chassis appearance including the
bonnet, chassis wheel rim, windows’ shape, place and covering mesh.
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Annex 5: Resolution of the SPLM/SPLA(IO) Political Bureau Meeting, 11 February 2025

SUDAN PEOPLE’S LIBERATION MOVEMENT
SPLM{IO)
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

1

Signed:

Riek Machar Teny-Dhurgon, PhD
Chalrman and Commander-in-Chief of4
February 11, 2025.

Resolutions of the SPLM/SPLA(IO) Political Bureau Meeting, No. 01/2025

The SPLM/SPLA(IO) Political Bureau met on 11" February 2025 in Juba to discuss the Republican Decrees
No 48/202S and No.52/2025 dated 10th February 2025, that removed the National Minister of Health,
Hon. Yolanda Awel Deng and the Governor of Western Equatoria State, H.E. Gen. Alfred Futuyo Karaba,
respectively. The Political Bureaw also considered the reports of recent violations of security arrangements
in Westérn Equatoria and Western Bahr €l Ghazal States.

After extensive deliberations, the Political Bureau resolved the following:

Rejects the unilateral decision made by the President to remove Han, Yolanda Awel Deng, the
Minister of Health and H.E. Gen. Alfred Futuyo Karaba, the Governor of Western Equatoria State,
from their offices as the decrees violate the replacement and removal procedures under Article

1.13 of the R-ARCSS,

Calls on the President to reinstate Hon. Yolanda Awel Deng, the Minister of Health and H €. Gen.
Alfred Futuyo Karaba, the Governor of Western Equatoria State to their respective offices,

Condemns the assassination attempt on the life of the Governor of Western Equatoria State and
the lives of members of his family at his official residence, and other SPLM-I0 members in Yambio,
Tombura and Najjero Counties by the elements of the SSPDF,

Further condemns the ongoing atrocities meted out on the civilians and violations of Security
Arrangements In Koburi Bou in Najjero County of Western Equatoria State and Ngap in Jur River
County of Western Bahr El Ghazal State by the SSPDF, The Political Bureau calls for the
unconditional release of the Security Advisor of the Government of Western Bahr El Ghazal State

and the Commissioner of Jur River County.

Calls on CTSAMVM to investigate the violations cited in paragraph 3 and 4 above and hold the
perpetrators accountable.

In conclusion, the Political Bureau calls on President Salva Kiir to uphold the R-ARCSS as the
persistent violations through unilateral decisions and decrees threaten the very existence of the
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Annex 6: SPLM/SPLA Kitgwang Declaration (KD) statement on agreement with

government, 4 February 2025
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DAN PEOPLE’S LIBERATION MOVEMENT/ARMYX ,W\))L.a)
SPLM/ SPLA [0 KD Y
CHAIRMAN & COMMANDER -IN-CHIEF vk

Important Press Release!*
*Tuesday, 4th February 2025.*

To the members of SPLM/A-IO KD, fellow compatriots, the people of South Sudan,
and the general public,

On behalf of our formidable movement, | extend revolutionary greetings in the name
of our great nation and under the guidance of God.

The SPLM/A-10 KD emerged from the resolute demands of our people for peace and
stability. We remain steadfast advocates for the well-being of our citizens across the
country, defending our position against the daily struggles they face.

In recent months, our leadership team has engaged with the Government In Juba to
resume critical peace negotiations. The previous peace agreement signed in 2022 in
Khartoum collapsed due to a lack of political will among certain individuals within the
government who were not committed to peace. In r , President Salva Kiir
Mayardit tasked Gen. Akech Tong Aleu, Director General of the Internal Security
B::tl:::ihs Natlonal Security Service, to engage with SPLM/A-IO KD via Sudanese

al e

Following multiple meetings, facilitated by the Sudanese government, both parties
have risen above their differences and prioritized the Interests of our people,
reaffirming peace as the essential solution to end our nation's suffering.

| am here to officially present the key points of the peace agreement signed
yesterday, Sunday, February 2, 2025, in Port Sudan, witnessed by representatives of
the Sudanese government.

*We have reached the following agreements:*

1. SPLM/A-10 Kitgwang advance delegation shall travel to Juba for the
operationalization of the agreement,

2. The reorganization and training of SPLA-IO KD Forces into an official military
formation.

3. The integration of SPLA-IO KD forces into the national army and other organized
forces, such as; police, prison department, wildlife, national security, costumes etc.

4. The total strength of SPLM/A-IO KD Is confirmed at 21,900 (Twenty-One Thousand
Nine Hundred), with a 12-month timeline for training and reorganization. Any
extensions will require consensus from both parties.

5. SPLM/A-10 KD forces at headquarters will be prepared to travel to Juba ahead of
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SPLM/SPLA IO KD ~e~».\

CHAIRMAN & COMMANDER -IN-CHIEF Sy

General Simon Gatwech Dual's arrival.

6. While training and reorganization occur, Gen. Simon Gatwech Dual, Chalrman and
Commander-in-Chief of SPLM/A-JO KD, will remain in Port Sudan untll Phase One of
the agreement s fully Implemented.

7. The remaining SPLM/A-IO KD forces will be directed to the designated assembly
areas for a four-month training period.

8. Gen. Simon Gatwech Dual will be appointed as the Commander-in-Chief of
the SSPDF through Presidential Decree before his InJuba.

9. The allocation of key positions within the national government, as well as at state
and county levels, will be granted to the SPLM/A-IO KD,

10. Both parties have agreed to assign parliamentarian posts in national and state
assemblles.

Upon completion of the initial phases, General Simon Gatwech Dual will travel to
Juba, accompanied by Gen. Akech Tong and officials from the Sudanese government.

It Is imperative that the entire Implementation Is completed within a 12-month
period, with any extensions to be discussed and agreed upon by both parties.

Should these conditions not be met, the SPLM/A-IO KD reserves the right to
withdraw from this agreement and nullify all provisions connected to It.

Let us stand united in this crucial moment for our nation.
*Thanks!*
*“Yours In Struggle!*

Sincerely yours,
Gen. Simon Gatwech Dual

Chalrman and Commander-in-Chief of SPLM/A-IO KD

25-04306
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Annex 7: Buyers of South Sudanese crude oil
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Number of cargos (600,000 barrels), lifted by traders, according to Marketing Reports prepared by the Ministry

of Petroleum and on file with the Panel.
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Annex 8: Additional budget analysis

2023/24 budget outruns:

P billio Budg @ @ Q Q 0 0 D ding
Revenue 1,781.8 538.3 657.6 594.1 343.3 2,133.4 119.7%
Qil revenue 1,536.5 484.8 608.2 523.6 278.3 1,894.9 123.3%
Non-oil revenue 2453 53.5 49.4 70.5 65.0 238.5 97.2%
Expenditure 1,783.9 470.3 652.2 650.0 655.7 2,428.2 136.1%
Wages and Salaries 426.9 15.8 81.5 63.7 50.7 211.7 49.6% 8.72%
Operating expenses (Ministries) 489.0 315 47.0 64.2 60.3 203.0 41.5% 8.36%
Transfers and Grants to States 141.9 4.6 24.6 30.7 35.4 95.2 67.1% 3.92%
Other expenses 4.6 0.9 0.8 0.2 0.1 1.9 41.9% 0.08%
Transfer to Oil Prod. States (2%) 30.8 7.3 9.3 4.4 6.3 274 89.1% 1.13%
Transfer to Oil Prod. Comm. (3%) 46.2 11.0 14.0 6.6 9.6 41.2 89.2% 1.70%
Transfer to Ministry of Petroleum (3%) 46.2 11.0 14.0 6.6 9.6 41.2 89.2% 1.70%
Oil for Roads Projects 435.7 241.3 136.6 - - 377.9 86.7% 15.56%
Other capital projects 106.2 0.7 9.1 6.3 8.5 246 23.1% 1.01%
[ Unallocated payments | | 1462] 3153] 4673 4753 ] 1,404.2] [ 57.83%
[ Financing gap [ 216]  -78.22] -309.92] -523.13] -787.71] -1,698.99] |

Source: documents prepared by the Ministry of Finance and Planning, on file with the Panel
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2024/25 budget allocations:

[official exchange rate SSP/US$ (Oct 2024) [3,098 |
|ssp [uss (est.)
Projected government revenue % of total
revenue
Projected ollrevenues
DPOC 0 0
GPOC 943,610,579,883 304,587,017
SPOC 194,823,738,558 62,886,939
Totaloilrevenue 1,138,434,318441| 367,473,957| 5043%
Projected non-oil revenue
Customs duty 5652,284,081,279 178,271,169
Misc taxes and fees 566,920,329,811 182,995,587
Totalnon oilrevenue 1,119,204,411,090| 361,266,756| 49.57%
Total projected government revenue | 2257638729531 728740,713|
Government expenditure % of total
spending
"Mandatory government expenditure”
Transfers to Sudan for oil pipeline 157,035,230,468 50,689,229 3.76%
Transfers to oil producing states (2%) 22,768,686,369 7,349,479 0.55%
Transfers to oil producing comunities (3%) 34,153,029,553 11,024,219 0.82%
Transfers to Ministry of Petroleum (3%) 34,153,029,553 11,024,219 0.82%
Debt repayment 286,642,748,700 92,525,096 6.87%
National Revenue Authority Retention 54,957,368,080 17,739,628 1.32%
Oil for roads 0 0 0.00%
Other capital projects 493,482,795,275 159,290,767 11.83%
Total "mandatory expenditure” 1,083,192,887,998 349,642,637 25.96%
Salary payments
Salaries 773,759,678,293 249,761,032 18.55%
Salary arrears 842,316,055,668 207,332,491 15.40%
Foreign mission salary arerars 96,003,600,000 30,988,896 2.30%
Total salary expenditure 1,512,079,333,961 488,082,419 36.24%
Other expenditure
Operating expenditure 413,329,279,511 133,418,102 26.21%
Transfers to States for State budgets 419,306,834,843| 135,347,590 26.59%
Peace budget 93,794,227,620 30,275,735 585%
Constituency Fund for MPs 30,000,000,000 9,683,667 1.90%
December 2024 Elections 257,5621,457,127 83,125,067 16.33%
Humanitarian and emergency fund 173,660,000,000 56,055,620| 11.01%
Various other budget lines 189,336,691,868 61,115,782 12.01%
Total other expenditure 1,576,948,490,969| 509,021463| 37.80%

[Total all government spending

| 4172220,712,928] 1,346,746,518|

[Deticit

| -1,914,5581,983,397| -618,005,805|
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Agency spending:

Salary budget (S5P) | % of total | Goods and services | % of total goods | Total budget [S5P) % of total
salary budget [55F) and serdces Ministry s pending
£94,932 810 0.12% 5,848, 736,009 1.45% 7,370,156, 266 0.39%
19,108,574,135 2.47% 12.31%| 197,443 439,349 10.46% |
OF which Minfstry of Finance and Fanning 1,632 456, 166 0. 24% 28,331 191 362 7.03% 32 480 160,953 1. 77%
Education cluster 84,975, 288,417 11.00%|  48,077,371,685) 11.92%| 225,135 744,081 11.95%
Health 5,326,514, 447 0.69%| 31,156,150,400 7.73% 54,855,007 B35 |
1,595, 558,604 0.21% 8,382,367, 0BS, 2.08% 13,336, 454, B11 |
Matural resourees eluster 22,406, 328,002 2.80% | 33,883,145, 804 B.A0W|  351640,759, 145
[Public 75,991,334,806 9.84% | 168,545,330,203] 290,284,083,280
2577 606,980 [iprhp 15,504 234 618 23 3875 834,830
1465 091 532 0, 1578 FB25 021 167 16, 773,997 323
50377424 952 5. 5 4,254 007101 55,111,708 552
10277 820, 488 1.37% 81 444 261,374 114571 166, 718
L 5,504, 800,940 o B 25,000,499, 165 A8 371,858,427
| Security sector 505,880,547,837 65.51%|  35.430,397,122 599,433, 387,770
¥ whil X 100,406,257, T 13, 0% 4,158 497310 158 507 5401
= L 260614, 128,158 d, 70% 15,735 791 885
O which Vederans Affairs 4 08455032 1, 95% B4 1946
OF which NS5 51827 888 804 &, 71% 6,812 584 565
|Rule of law 56,064,967, 756 7.06%| 29,337.870.875
|Totals 147,065 GBS 1

Panel analysis, based on first draft of budget presented to the Revitalized Transitional National Legislative

Assembly on 25 September 2024
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Annex 9: Request for meeting with the President to discuss security situation from Office
of the First Vice President, 27 February 2025

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN
The First Vice President

RSS/FVP/1/1/1/2025/3 27" February 2025

H.E. Salva Kiir Mayardit,
President,
Republic of South Sudan

Subject: Request for a Meeting to Discuss the Security Shtuation in Upper Nile State, Western
Equatoria State and Western Bahr £l Ghazal State

| am writing to request again for an audlence with your Excellency to discuss the deteriorating
security situation in Upper Nile State and Western Equatroia State, In particular. On 20 February
2025, | wrote to your Excallency to discuss the replacement of SSPDF In Nasir town which has
become a flash point lately. The recent violations in these states are serious that | am prompted
to raise these issues to the guarantors so that they could intervene and Suggest amicable
solutions to break the deadlock.

In light of the above | am writing to your Excellency and the Guarantors to report the systematic
violations of the Revitalized Agresment on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South
Sudan (R-ARCSS), as these latest violations are threatening to reverse the milestone we have
achieved in the implementation of the Agrezment and may lead to the breakdown of Security
Arrangements and the collapse of the Agreament as follows:

Western Equatoria State:

1. On 5" January 2025, the SSPDF Reglonal force Contingent which was destined for
deployment in DR Conge was moved to Kubirl Bou of Nagero County of Western
Equatoria State,

2. on 11" January 2025, this force was used to attack the SPLA-10 assembly area In
Kubiri Bou and villages in Nagero County.

3. On 10th February 2025 3t and around 8:20Pm, immediately after the Presidential
Decree which refieved the governor of Western Equatoria State, the SSPOF launched
attack on the residence of Governor Alfred Futuyo Karaba, forcing him and his family
to flee for thair lives. His houses at the State House and private residences were
attacked and completely looted. The whereabout of the governor is unkown,

T e
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4. In the same night, the SSPDF attacked the residence of senior members of SPLM-10
Including Honorable Ministers nominated by SPLM-10 and forced to flee out of the
state as follows:

* Hon. Bazia Tito Mourice, the State Minister of Finance, Planning and
Investment,
Hon. Elia Usini Dominic, State Minister of Information and Communication,
Hon. Henry Bangada Asaya, Commissioner of Nagero,
Hon. Costa Joseph Abrida, Member of Parliament representing Tambura
County,
Mr. Peter Mbla, Director General In the State Ministry of General Education,
* Mr.Alex Karne John, the SPLM-10 Chairperson in Tambura County, ang
Angelo Davide (SPLM-10 Youth Leader), the County Commissioner of Nzara,
were all targeted by the SSPDF. They were also forced to flee for their lives
and their belongings were all looted.

5. On 11th February, 2025, the SSPDF stormed the SPLM-10 State Secretariat
Headquarters in Yambio and removed SPLM-10 flag. Since then, the SSPDF has been
waging a campaign to target the members of SPLM-IQ forcing them to flee from
Western Equatoria State as follows:

* Hon. Cecilia Anigunde Bii, SPLM-10 Chairperson for Ezo County and the State
Minister of Gender, Child and Social Welfare was attacked at her residence.

* The Director General In the Ministry of Finance was arrested and severely
tortured.
The Commissioner of State Revenue Authority was attacked but he escaped,

¢ Hon. Diana, Member of State Assembly representing Mundri East County was
attacked and assaulted in Yambio Town in 3 broad day light. She sustained a
lite-threatening injury on her head and was rushed to a clinic.

* The Houses of Unice Naduru, the Director General in the Ministry of Public
service and Human Resource Development.

* Hon. Ella Atorosa, Deputy Commissioner for Revenue Authority were attacked
and

* Hon. William Adriano Baiki, Former State Minister of Finance, Planning and
Investment was arrested Juba from his residence at New Site and his vehicle
was confiscated.

6. On 12th February 2025 at and around 5:45 Am, the SPLA-IO Cantonment site at Li-
Rangu was attacked and burnt down by the SSPDF. While occupying the Cantonment
the SSPDF continue to pursue the members and forces of the SPLA-10 in Western
Equatoria as follows:

* Attacked and disarmed 2 badyguards of Hon. Minister of Gender and
dismantled and made away with 4 tyres of Toyota Harrler car

* On 14th February 2025, attacked Zamba Sende along Li-Rangu-Nadiangere
road in an attempt to assassinate Maj. Gen. Balia Digido

23/
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* On 14th February 2025 at and around 7Pm in Naagori residential area in
Yambio, attacked Mr. Roto who sustained a bullet wound on his stomach and
died in N2ara Hospital

* SSPDF is targeting Brig. Gen. Loice Paul Zuzu who has been undergaing
treatment in Yambio Town and has now been forced to o into hiding,

and houses were burnt down.

* There has been widespread attacked and systematic targeting, arrest and
torture of members of SPLM-IO in Western Equatoria State,

* The SSPDF apparently is acting in collaboration with the members of SPLM-IG
to stage politically motivated demonstration in Yambio, Tumbura, Anzara and
Ezo Counties, tear down SPLM-10 Flags, attack the members of State and
Countles Secretariats and call for takeover of Western Equatoria State by the
SPLM-IG.

* The violations by the SSPDE and the SPLM-IG in Western Equatoria State have
resulted into loss of lives, property and displacement of civilian population.
Tribal rift between the Azande and Balanda communities of Western
Equatoria State has also been deepened,

Western Bahr El Gazal State

7. On 15" January 2025, a combined forces of the SSPDF and National Security Services
attacked Kubirl Ngap of Jur River County of Western Bahr El Gazal State.

* The villages of Kuanya and Bar Wol was attacked and many civilians were
displaced, property were looted and many houses were burnt down.

¢ The State Security Advisor and the Commissioner of Jur River County were
arrested and being detained by the National Security Services In Juba.

* The Attacked in Jur River River County of Western Bahr El Gazal State Is part of the
wider national campaign to target the members and the areas controlled by the
SPLM/SPLA-10 in the Country,

Upper Nile State
8. On 22™ February 2025, a combined farce of SSPDF, and Agwelek and Abusok
militias were dispatched to Nasir County of Upper Nile State in viclation of Permanent
Ceasefire and Transitional Security Arrangement as well as the Cessation of Hostilities
Agreement (CoHA) of 21 December 2017,

* The deployment of Agwelek and Abusok militias comprising predominantly
youth from specific communities alongside SSPDF to Nasir County have provoked
tension from the local youth in the areas of Ulang and Nasir Counties,
aggravating tension and insecurity In the State.

——Q%:Q" 3 2#@[:.«.1;
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* On 25" February 2025, the SSPDF Helicopter gunships In two separate
Incidences, attacked SPLA-10 assembly area and villages in Ulang County of
Upper Nile State

In addition, on 19 February 2025, | wrote to your Excellency to appoint our nominee to replace
former Governor Alfred Futuyo Karaba of Western Eguatoria State. Also, there are pending
appointment requests at Your Excellency’s desk, some date back 10 22™ October 2024, | urge
Your Excellency to act on these requests,

Finally, | am enclosing the document that outlines the way forward on redeployment of troops
in Nasir.

Yours truly,

/
Riek Machar Teny-Dhurgon, {
First Vice President, Chairman and Commander-i
February 27, 2025, i
Enclosure:

. H’;: m )
1. Replacement of SSPDF in Nasir Town dated 20" February 2025

Ce: -

H.E. Ismall Omar Guelleh, President of the Republic of Djibout

H.E. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of Uganda -

H.E. William Samoel Ruto, President of the Republic of Kenya

H.E. Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

H.E. Hassen Sheikh Mohamud, President of the Federal Republic of Somalia

H.E. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Chairman of the Sudan Transitional Sovereignty Council
H.E. Umaro Sissoco Embalo, President of Guinea Bissau

H.E. Ambassador Prof. Joram Mukama Biswaro, Head of the AU Liaison Office in South
Sudan

H.E. Nicholas Haysom, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for South
Sudan and Head of United Nations in South Sudan (UNMISS)

10. H.E. Ambassador Mal. Gen. (rtd), George Aggrey Owinow, Interim Chairman, RIMEC

11, H.E. Ambassador Ismail Wals,PhD, IGAD Special Envoy

12. H.E. Maj. Gen. Yiyayal Gelaw Bitew, Chairman, CTSAMVM

13, Representative of Trolka (USA, UK & Norway)

14. Representative of European Union

15. Representative of IGAD Partners Forum

16. Representative of C5

17. File,

PN M AW
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Annex 10: SPLM/A-IO Press Release on tensions along Sobat River, 1 March 2025

SUDAN PEOPLE’S LIBERATION MOVEMENT
SPLM(10)
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Press Statement
The SPLM/A-10 Persuades the Armed Youth to De-escalute Tension Along the Sobat River

The SPLM/A-10 Chairman Dr. Rick Machar Teny-Dhurgon engaged with Upper Nile State and
County authorities, leaders of armed youth and traditional leaders in Ulang and Nasir counties 10
de-escalate the tension arising from the unilateral replacement of SSPDFF FORCES in Weeh- Yar-

Adiu of Nasir County.

The tension arising from deployment of elements of Agwelek and Abushok militias alongside the
non-unified SSPDF to Nasir could have been avoided if the Necessary Unified forces (NUF) as
agreed earlier were the ones to be deployed in Nasir County as part of implementation of the Phase

| Security Amungements.
The SPLM/A-10 has also dispatched teams led by the commissioners of Ulang and Nasir counties

to receive and guide the incoming gun-boats carrying the forces to Wech-Yar-Adiu.

The statement of the SSPDF Spokesperson of involvement of the SPLA-10 forces in yesterday's
clash between the SSPDF and allied militias, and the youth is a fabrication and provocative. The
SPLM/A-10 condemns this war propaganda that drags the SPLM/SPLA-10 into the tension.

The SPLM/A-IO reiterates its commitment to the R-ARCSS and calls the Parties 1o respect and

uphold the Agreement.
Sign

o//o.’:/ ’
Cde. Pal Mai Deng
Chairperson of National C g g'“lgj pigition and Communication
SPLM-10 W

1" March 2025
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Annex 11: Recent movements of two armed SSPDF barges

Barges in Wau Shilluk, 15 kilometers north-east of Malakal on 1 January 2024 (9.660605, 31.747810)
Source: Google Earth Pro, © 2024 Airbus

Barges in Malakal, 17 February 2025
Source: Planet Labs inc.

planet
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Barges between Malakal and Ulang, 19 February 2025
Source: Confidential source and photographs widely circulated on social media
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Annex 12: SSPDF statement on security situation in Ulang and Baliet Counties,
25 February 2025
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Annex 13: Statement by His Excellency the President on the current situation in Upper
Nile State, Nasir County, 7 March 2025

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN
The President

March 7, 2025

STATEMENT OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT ON THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN UPPER NILE STATE, NASIR COUNTY

Fellow citizens

As you have been following the unfolding events in Upper Nile State Nasir County.
The government forces stationed in Nasir for close to 8 years were to be redeployed
and new force redeployed. This Is a normal routine with the arm forces. This exercise
was politicized and that the army was going to disarm the communities around Ulang
and Nasir,

On February 28th, Dr Riek Machar the First Vice President requested a meeting so
that we could address this tension. We indeed met on March 3rd, 2025. The meeting
was positive and Dr. Riek assured us all, the parties to the Agreement that he will
intervene.

On March 4th, 2025 the Military Garrison in Nasir was attacked by the white army
under the command of the SPLA_|0O despite assurances from Dr. Riek Machar, that
the 10 will not attack the army base.

Gen. Majur Dak Thel , the commander of the forces managed to hold his ground with
the few remaining officers and men in tanks and trenches. Dr. Riek himself called the
commander Gen. Majur Dak Thel and told him to surrender to the 10 forces; however,
General refused to surrender.

Dr. Riek assured me and the UN Representative in the country that the General will
be safe, and that UN rescue mission should fly to Nasir and evacuate the General and
his men.

On March 6th, the UN helicopters flew to Nasir but came under fire upon landing, the
second attempt the 10 troops were told to at least retreat 300 meters to allow the plane
to land, it still came under fire while taking off, but managed to rescue 11 officers and
men, while the General opted to be evacuated last.

The President

25-04306

74/146



S/2025/442

The UN Representative informed Dr. Riek of these incidents but Dr. Riek insisted that
Nasir is under 10 and that today March 7th, 2025 the planes can land to rescue the
General and the remaining officers. This morning two UN helicopters flew to Nasir
while onboarding the General and the officers they came under heavy fire again.

| am therefore, informing the nation that in this process we have lost General Majur
Dak Thel, and the officers. Only one pilot and a crew member survived. One of the
planes managed to take off; however, it crashed landed in Malakal and killed all the
passengers.

Fellow citizens

| am appealing to you to remain calm. | have said it time and again that our country
will not go back to war. Let no one take law into their own hands, and | assured you
that the government, which | lead will handle this crisis. We will remain steadfast in the
path of peace.

My condolences go to the bereave families of the General and his men. They have
died in the service of our nation, and they shall forever remain in our hearts. May their
soul rest in peace. And once again, | call for calm nation wide.

May God bless South Sudan.

Salva Kiir Mayardit
President of the Republic of South Sudan

The Presidemt

75/146

25-04306



S/2025/442

Annex 14: Presence of UPDF forces in Juba, March 2025

On 11 March 2025, an Airbus A320 passenger plane registered 5Y-FAH was seen at Juba International Airport.2
According to flight data, it had made two return trips from Juba to Uganda on that day.?** The Panel also obtained
independent visual confirmation of the presence of this plane at Juba International Airport on 11 March 2025.2%

On the same day, the UPDF Chief of Defence Forces, Muhoozi Kainerugaba, published a video showing armed
UPDF soldiers stepping off a plane that matches the aircraft verified as present at Juba International Airport on 11
March 2025. Using features visible in the video, the Panel has confirmed that the video is from Juba Inte rnational
Airport.

Additional analysis conducted by the Panel also confirms that the video was also certainly recorded after 23 Feb-
ruary 2025 and very likely on 11 March 2025.

Flight tracking data confirms that the only recorded landing of a plane matching this description at Juba Interna-
tional Airport was on 11 March 2025.%%

In the video, yellow markings are visible on the airport runway. Satellite imagery analysis conducted by the Panel
confirms that these markings were only added to the airport runway in February 2024, indicating that the video
cannot precede this date.

Furthermore, a Let-410 Turbolet aircraft is also visible in the background of the video. Satellite imagery analysis
conducted by the Panel confirms the presence of such an aircraft at that location at Juba International Airports, but
only since 23 February 2025. This indicates that the video cannot precede this date.

2% Confidential sources.

24 Including ADS-B transponder data.

2 Photograph from confidential source on file with the Panel.
2% Transponder data available through subscriber service.
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Statements made by UPDF Chief of Defence Forces, Muhoozi Kainerugaba on 10 and 11 March 2025:

! Muhoozi Kainerugaba &
@mkainerugaba

UPDF Commandos arriving in Juba
to support South Sudan People's
Defence Forces (SSPDF) in the
current crisis. Operation 'Mlinzi wa
Kimya' has began. God bless UPDF!

9:47 - 11 Mar 25 - 8,611 Views |

, We the UPDF, only recognize ONE President of
South Sudan, H.E. Salva Kiir, he is our 'Afande'
even in UPDF because he is the younger brother
of Mzee! Any move against him is a declaration
of war against Uganda! All those who commit
that crime will learn what it means!

Q14 17221 Q 1K i sak [ &

a I ! Muhoozi Kainerugaba @ @mkaineru...-11h

l

Excerpt from the published video

I8 MuhooziKainerugaba @

@mkainerugaba

As of 2 days ago, our Special Forces units
entered Juba to secure it.

21:04 -10/03/2025 - 61K Views

O 123 11 199 Q 958 [J 19 2

Source: https://x.com/mkainerugaba

UPDF soldier carrying a rifle
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Excerpt (composite)from the published video

Probable Let-410 Turbolet aircraft
Not present prior to 23 Feb. 2025

Juba International Airport on 23 February 2025

planet

Source: Planet Labs

Juba airport on 11 February 2024
Runway markings not visible
Source: Planet Labs
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Annex 15: Visiting armed forces agreement between South Sudan and Uganda, July 2024

Jebel Road, Nyokuron West
PO, Box 96, Juba, South Sudan
4211928911113 /091 909 0899

National Security Service
Office of the Director General
General Headquarters

) &
)

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN

Internal Security Bureau

In any corresporndenca on this Py

L olp L=
Subject, please quote No: RSS/NSS/DG/ISB/_~ << 24 Date: 23/07/ 2024

—_—

Ambassador Joseph Ocwet

Director General

External Security Organization (ESO)
THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Dear Ambassador,

REF: APPROVAL OF VISITING ARMED FORCES AGREEMENT; BETWEEN
THE FRIENDLY REPUBLICS OF SOUTH SUDAN AND UGAN DA.

This is in reference to your letter REF GOSS/ISB-DG/1/7/24 dated 20 July 2024,
requesting for visiting armed forces agreement; between the friendly Republics of South
Sudan and Uganda.

As per the meeting between His Excellency the President of the Republic of South Sudan,
General Salva Kiir Mayardit and Brigadier General Nyakikuru Asaph Mweteise in a
capacity as Special Envoy of His Excellency the President of the Republic of Uganda, His
Excellency the President of the Republic of South Sudan, granted permission on the
request from President Yoweri Museveni for One Unit of Military Forces from the
Uganda Peoples” Defence Forces (UPDF), to visit and conduct training sessions in
specific locations inside South Sudan, near the western border areas.

I am pleased to inform you that we are ready to receive the permitted One Unit of Military
Forces by the President of the Republic of South Sudan, to come and engage in training
activities in South Sudan, This training will provide both sisterly countries with valuable
knowledge and skills related to advanced military techniques.

| welcome and offer my support and collaborations to Brigadier General Nyakikuru -Asaph
Mweteise, the Deputy Commander of the Special Forces Command (SFC) and who will

be the Operations Commander for the training programs here in South Sudan.

1
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The Internal Security Bureau (ISB) and the South Sudan Peoples’ Defence Forces
(SSPDF), will cooperate and work with UPDF during the training exercises, The training
program is approved for one month only, beginning on 22 July 2024 to 22 August 2024,

The Government of South Sudan therefore, approves and authorizes the Government of
Uganda to begin transportations and deployment of logistical equipment, fraining
materials, troop carriers, helicopters, 20 training experts, 60 armed military personnel,
welfare preparations and medical facilities from 22 July 2024.

Finally, the Government and people of South Sudan are always ready to strengthening our
already excellent bilateral relations between the Government and the people of Uganda.

We look forward to a cooperative and successful training,

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours truly.

Director General
Intermal Security Bureau (1SB) 4
Natiorial Security Service (NSS)

25-04306
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
PO, BOX 7168
RAMPALA, UGANDA

PO, BOX 7168 KAMPALA, UGANDA
Tel, +256-413-254505/255295/6
Tolefax. +256-414-2574980

IN FUIS CONRESPONIENCT ON GOSS/ ISB-D G/ l/ 7/ 24

THIN SURIECT MLEASF QUOTE M.

20 July 2024
General Akol Koor Kuc

Director General

Internal Security Bureau (I1SB)

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN

Dear Director General,

VISITING ARMED FORCES AGREEMENT; BETWEEN THE
FRIENDLY REPUBLICS OF SOUTH SUDAN AND UGANDA

The Government of Uganda most highly appreciates the recent
audience which His Excellency the President of the Republic of South
Sudan, granted to Brigadier General Nyakikuru Asaph Mweteise; ina
capacity as a Special Envoy of His Excellency the President of the
Republic of Uganda. During the meeting at State House in Juba city.
President Salva Kiir kindly permitted the request from President
Yoweri Museveni, for one unit of Military Forces from the Uganda
Peoples’ Defence Forces (UPDF), to conduct training sessions in
specific locations inside South Sudan, near the western border areas.

Sir, in respect to the permission granted by the President of South
Sudan. for UPDF to engage in training activities in South Sudan, the

v OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL
EXTERNAL SECURITY ORGANISATION
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President of Uganda assigned Brigadier General Asaph Mweteise 1o
be the Operations Commander of the short training programmes, that
shall last for one month. He is the Deputy Commander of Special Force
Command (SFC), that is an elite specialised component of the UPDF.

My esteemed Brother, the purpose of this communication is to
introduce General Asaph to you: and to request that through your
coordination, as well as vour support and collaborations; Internal
Security Bureau (ISB) and South Sudan Peoples’ Defence Forces
(SSPDF), as usual, cooperate with UPDF in the training exercises.

Subject to the final approval and authorisation from the Government
of South Sudan, the Government of Uganda is ready to start
transportations on 22 July 2024; by deploying logistical equipment,
training materials, troop carriers, helicopters, 20 training experts, 60
armed military personnel, welfare preparations, medical facilities, etc.

We sincerely express our heartfelt gratitude to His Excellency the
President. the Government and people of South Sudan; who are the
best friends of Uganda; for your readiness to always strengthen the
excellent bilateral relations, between our two neighbouring countries.

| am so grateful, in solidarity

'17@@93("

4
AMBASSADOR JOSEPH OCWET A\
DIRECTOR GENERAL S
EXTERNAL SECURITY ORGANISATION
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Annex 16: Response to the Panel from the Government of Uganda dated 7 November 2024

-ja

UGANDA HOUSE

REPUSLIC OF UGANDA Tal: {212) 5490110
Fax: (212) 687.4517

Our Reference: UN-NY/TECH/38

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Uganda to the United Nations presents
its compliments to the Office of the Coordinator of the Panel of Experts on South-
Sudan, established pursuant to Security Council resolution 2206 (2015) and
extended pursuant to resolution 2731 (2024) and with reference to letters Ref:
S/AC.57/2024/PE/OC.34 dated 14th October 2024 and Ref:
S/AC.57/2024/PE/OC.38 dated 15t November 2024, has the honour to present
the response as follows;

a. Under bilateral security arrangements, the UPDF carried out operations
against the LRA in CAR while based at Wau in South Sudan but at the end
of the operation, they left with all that remained back to Uganda. There was
therefore no direct or indirect transfer of lethal military equipment in
violation of the UNSC resolution 2428 (2018) and renewed by UNSCR 2713
(2024).

b. The aircraft including a Lockheed L-100 Hercules and a helicopter owned
and operated by Bar Aviation, a registered company in Uganda, were used
by the UPDF in this operation. However, throughout this operation,
Lockheed maintained its registration of 5X-HBR and not EK-RSX as alleged.

c. The Republic of Uganda is alive to the UNSCR 2206(2015) and renewed by
UNSCR 2731 (2024) wherein the SSPDF Chiel of Delence Forces, Santino
Deng Wol, is subject to travel ban. We acknowledge that the SSPDF visited
his Uganda counterpart due to serious regional securily concerns that
needed to be addressed by the two as both countries are members of the
East African Community among others. Uganda has however taken note of
the Panel of Experts concern and pledges to adhere to the requirements in
the UN resolution.

d. Where the Panel of Experts alleges several incursions by the UPDF Forces
into the South Sudan Territory and where in some incidents these
incursions reportedly resulted in death, detention and harassment of South
Sudanese civilians and security forces;

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

336 EAST 45* STREET
NEWYORK. N.Y 10017-3489

E-mail: adrin@ugandaunny.com
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(i) It is noteworthy, there have been persistent border demarcation
disputes between the Republic of Uganda and that of South Sudan,
where South Sudan Republic claims ownership of some border areas
which form part of the Republic of Uganda territory.

(i) It is possible for some elements in the Republic of South Sudan to
allege that UPDF is on South Sudan territory when they are actually
on the Republic of Uganda territory. A case in point is in Ngomoromo
area in Uganda’ s Kitgum District that is currently occupied by SSPDF
yet it is 27km inside the territory of the Republic of Uganda.
Therefore, the allegation of transfer of military equipment does not

hold here.

(iiiy The UPDF operational doctrine upholds, respects and promotes the
fundamental principles of Human Rights and Humanitarian Laws as
enunciated under the UN Charter and encapsulated in the Uganda
Constitution. There is therefore no way this would go unnoticed and
where negligent breaches occur, the UPDF is on record for punishing
errant commanders and soldiers who violate Human Rights.

e. All the allegations are malefide and malicious simply intended to malign and
damage the reputation of the UPDF and the Republic of Uganda as a whole.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Uganda to the United Nations avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the Coordinator of the Panel of
Experts on South-Sudan, established pursuant to Security Council resolution
2206 (2015) and extended pursuant to resolution 2731 (2024), the assurances of

its highest consideration.

o
-‘.:
N 0
0
5

1S
imE
The Office of the Coordinator % A °$§
Panel of Experts on South Sudan established % @5‘7%\\6\\: Xy
pursuant to resolution 2206 (2015) and extended pursuant ”I//,,,m"”’;m““\\\\“‘
to resolution 2731 (2024) concerning South-Sudan
New York.
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GOVERNMENT OF UGANDA RESPONSE TO REQUESTS BY THE PANEL
OF EXPERTS ON SOUTH SUDAN: ADDENDUM

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Government of Uganda received two letters from the Security Council
Panel of Experts (PoE) on South Sudan, vide Ref. S/AC.57/2024/PE/0OC.34
dated 14 October, 2024 and S/AC.57/2024/PE/OC.38 dated 15 November,

2024. Broadly, the two letters requested for information in relation to the
following issues:

* Presence of armed foreign troops in Western Bahr el Ghazal State in
South Sudan in July and August, including members of the UPDF.

¢ Involvement of the UPDF forces in Western Bahr el Ghazal in several
joint security operations with South Sudan People’s Defence Forces
(SSPDF) and National Security Service (NSS).

¢ Incursions of the UPDF forces in July and August, 2024 in Central
Equatorial State and Eastern Equatorial State, which in some cases
resulted into death, detention and/or harassment of South Sudanese
civilians and security forces.

¢ Flights from Uganda towards Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazel, recorded
to have been carried out by a Lockheed L-100 Hercules cargo plane,
registered 5X-HBR, and on occasion as EK-RSX.

¢ The role of Bar Aviation, a Uganda-registered company, in transporting
the UPDF to South Sudan.

e A meeting in Uganda of the Chief of Defence Forces of the UPDF and

SSPDF on 28" September, yet the SSPDF CDF is subject to a travel
ban, since July 2015.

This response is an addendum to the preliminary response provided to the
PoE, vide Reference UN-NY/TECH/38 dated 7 November, 2024

2.0 BACKGROUND
Some of the major principles of Uganda's foreign policy include peaceful co-
existence and respect for international law and treaty obligations, In this

regard, the Government of Uganda values, and attaches great importance to
a harmonious existence with all its neighbors. The Government also values

Page 1of 5
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and respects the importance the promotion of regional and international
peace and security. It is in Uganda’s national interest to work for peace.

In this regard, the Government of Uganda continues to cooperate closely with
all its neighbors, including the Republic of South Sudan towards promoting
and sustaining peace. Indeed, peace in South Sudan is not only good for the
country, it is equally good for Uganda, especially as it facilitates trade and
movement of people, good and services.

Uganda is also an active member of the region and the international
community working towards the restoration and maintenance of peace and
security in South Sudan. As Guarantors to the 2018 Revitalized Agreement
on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (R-ARCSS),
the Government of Uganda is closely monitoring its implementation and
supports the democratic aspirations of the peace partners and the people of
South Sudan. Uganda is also actively invalved in the activities of:

i) The Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission (R-JMEC) which
is responsible for monitoring and overseeing the implementation of
the Revitalized Peace Agreement and the mandate and tasks of the
Revitalized Transitional Government of National Unity (RTGoNU),
including the adherence of the Parties to the agreed timelines and
implementation schedule; and

ii) The Ceasefire and Transitional Security Arrangements Monitoring
and Verification Mechanism (CTSAMVM), responsible for monitoring
and verifying the implementation of the Permanent Ceasefire and
Transitional Security Arrangements (PCTSA), as laid out in Chapter
IT of the Agreement.

At a bilateral level, Uganda and South Sudan, in the spirit of good
neighborliness, and as members of the East African Community, continue to
look for a solution to the occasional insecurity issues arising from delayed
border reaffirmation and demarcation. Severally, there have been skirmishes
between the people of Uganda and South Sudan in these border areas,
especially around the Ugandan districts of Yumbe and Moyo. Sometimes,

regrettably, the two armies have been involved, and or called upon to address
these skirmishes.

In addition to the efforts above, Uganda and South Sudan have historically
collaborated and indeed worked together to address the menacing challenges
arising from Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), based in the
Central African Republic. Indeed, following the designation of the LRA as a
terrorist organization by the African Union Peace and Security Council,
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Uganda worked jointly with the affected regional neighbors, including South
Sudan, through the African Union Regional Task Force on the LRA. While the
LRA threat to Uganda and the region has lessened over the years, it still
remains an issue of concern for the region, especially Central African

Republic and the territories of the countries bordering Central African
Republic.

The responses by the Government of Uganda below, therefore, should be read
and appreciated in line with this background.

3.0 RESPONSES TO THE REQUESTS
3.1 UPDF Presence in South Sudan

The Government of Uganda has taken note of the reminder by the PoE
regarding the provisions of paragraph 4 of resolution 2428 (2018), wherein,
Member States are required to “take the necessary measures to prevent the
direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer to the territory of South Sudan from
or through their territories or by their nationals, ...arms and related material
of all types, including weapons and ammunition, military vehicles and
equipment, paramilitary equipment, and spare parts for the aforementioned,;
and technical assistance, training, financial or other assistance, related to
military activities or the pravision, maintenance or use of any arms and
related material....”.

Following the inquiry from the PoE, the Government of Uganda has also taken
cognizance of the exemptions related to the arms embargo on South Sudan,
in relation to “arms and related material, as well as technical training and
assistance, to or in support of the African Union Regional Task Force intended
solely for regional operations to counter the Lord's Resistance Army, as
notified in advance to the Committee”. The Government has also particularly
noted the need to notify the Committee for any such operations.

While the operation against the LRA was not under the auspices of the AU
Regional Task Force, this exemption recognizes the menacing danger the LRA
continues to pose in the region. The Government also recognizes the
importance of restricting the distribution and sharing of information for such
intelligence-led operations, and commits to undertake appropriate
consultations with the Committee going forward.

With regard to allegations of incursion into South Sudan by the UPDF,

leading to death, detention, and/or harassment of South Sudanese civilians
and security forces, the Government of Uganda wishes to state the following:

Page3of5
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i) The UPDF has no policy of interfering in the internal affairs of other
countries. Any incursions that may have been recorded was in line

with the border demarcation issues outlined in the background
above.

1) The UPDF is renown in the region, and indeed globally, as one of the
most professional and disciplined armies, and has consistently
endeavored to protect people’s rights, in accordance with the
provisions of humanitarian law. The reported death, detention
and/or harassment of South Sudanese civilians, therefore, is beyond
the methods of work of the UPDF as an institution. The Government
would appreciate receipt of the photographs and videos the PoE is
reported to have to enable further investigations and appropriate
action.

3.2 Bar Aviation

The preliminary response provided by the Mission, as referenced in the
introduction above, is adequate.

3.3 Meeting between the Uganda and South Sudan Chiefs of Defence
Forces

The Government of Uganda takes note of the information that has been
provided that Gen. Santiago Deng Wol, the Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) of

the South Sudan People’s Defenice Forces, is a travel-ban sanctioned
individual.

The Government also notes that the sanctions regime on travel bans provides
for exemptions, including, “where the Committee determines, on a case-by-
case basis, that an exemption would further the objectives of peace and
national reconciliation in South Sudan and stability in the region”.

It must, however, be registered that the sanctioning of the Chief of Defence
Forces of South Sudan is not a fact that has been known to, or specifically
brought to the attention of, the Government of Uganda. Had the decision to
place the CDF of that country under a travel ban been preceded by
consultations with the key regional stakeholders, i.e., those directly affected
by the consequences of such decisions, the Government of Uganda would
have opposed it, aware that such a restriction hampers regional peace efforts

and, hence contributes to the perpetuation of conflict in that country and,
potentially in the region.
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The Government of Uganda, thus, calls for a more transparent, consultative
and practical sanctioning process, as well as effective protocols for the
continuous updating, reviewing and disseminating to UN member State
governments of decisions taken by UN sanctioning bodies or mechanisms.

Accordingly, while the Government of Uganda regrets the omission to consult
with and/or inform the Committee in advance of Gen, Deng Wol the Chief of
Defence Forces of South Sudan'’s visit to Uganda, it underscores the need for
the Sanctions regime to be cognizant of the need to further the objective of
peace and stability in the region, which is dependent on continuous and
effective engagement with the key players.

Consequently, Uganda and South Sudan inevitably maintain a security
cooperative and consultative mechanism, aimed at addressing pressing joint
security concerns and interests. The Chiefs of Defence Forces, as the leaders
and commanders of the two armies, regularly consult as appropriate. This
time, it was vital and critical, for national security reasons, to have face-to-
face interactions, solely for the purpose of addressing security issues between
the two countries, whose possibility was, indeed, envisaged by the spirit of
the sanctions exemption highlighted above. In Uganda’s and the region’s
present circumstances, and if regional peace and security is to be cultivated
and maintained for the benefit of the people of Uganda and of the region,
there is no way Uganda can avoid working with the CDF of South Sudan - if
we are fortunate that they agree and are willing to work with us.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Government of the Republic of Uganda reaffirms its readiness to enhance
its cooperation with the PoE and Sanctions Committee on South Sudan
towards the promotion of international peace and security in the country.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

REPUBLIC OF UGANDA,
NOVEMBER, 2024
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Annex 17: Statement concerning the formation of the United People’s Alliance (UPA),

9 January 2025

DECLARATION

We, the undersigned leaders of the South Sudan Opposition Movement Alliance
(SSOMA), comprising the Real — Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (R-
SPLM), South Sudan United Front/Ammy (SSUF/A); South Sudan United
National Alliance (SSUNA), comprising the South Sudan People’s
MovementVArmy (SSPM/A), National People’s Movement (NPM), Upper Nile
People Liberation Front (UNPLF); and National Salvation Front - Revolutionary
Command Council (NAS-RCC) have decided to consolidate our unity.

We, the Opposition Parties currently engaged in the sustained negotiations in
search for peace with the government of the Republic of South Sudan in the
Tumaini Initistive under the auspices and mediation of the government of the
Republic of Kenya, do hereby announce the formation of the United People’s
Alliance (UPA) on this historic 9™ day of January 2025 in commemoration of the
signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) on 9™ of January 2005,
and the exercise of self-determination by the people of South Sudan to finally
achieve Independence on 9™ of July 2011.

The UPA calls on all the people of South Sudan, other Opposition Parties and
Stakcholders 1o unite and intensify the struggle to achieve peace and good
governance using all means possible to end the immense suffering of our people
and the relentless political instability induced by the current regime in Juba. Our
motherland is in danger of disintegration; it is collapsing into chaos and disorder
as a direct result of leadership failure. The country is afflicted with multiple
crises, where our people are dying of hunger and diseases without the failed
regime moving a finger or uttering a word. Our people are yearning for peace
while the corrupt regime in Juba keeps obstructing peace and holding onto power
illegitimately through several senseless extensions,

Finally, our lofty goal is a united, peaceful, just, and prosperous new South Sudan
for all its citizens irrespective of clan, tribe, region, religion, or gender, We,
therefore, aspire to build a homeland in which all South Sudanese shall live in
peace and harmony and to which they all belong and pledge undivided allegiance.

SE&R
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Annex 18: United People’s Alliance Interim National Leadership Committee, 13 January
2025

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRPERSON

INTERIM NATIONAL LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
(INLC)

Pursuant to the Resolutions of the 2™ meeting of the Leadership of the founding
constituent organizations of United People’s Alliance (UPA), the members of
UPA Interim National Leadership Committee (INLC) are as follows:

I. Gen. Pa’gan Amum Okiech  Chairperson

2. Gen. Paul Malong Awan 1" Deputy Chairperson

3. Gen. Mario Loku Thomas 2™ Deputy Chairperson

4. Gen. Stephen Buay Rolnyang  Chief of General Staff of Unified Forces
5. Hon. Lual Dau Marach Secretary-General

6. Dr. Matur Gorjok Gak Member

7. Gen. Henry Oyai Nyago Member

Issued under my hand this 13* day of January 2025

G Amum Okiech
airperson & Commander-in-Chief (C-in-C)
UPA Unified Forces
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Annex 19: Announcement of promotion and appointment of Stephen Buay Rolnyang,

19 January 2025
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UNITED PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE (UPA)
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRFERSON

[ UPA/O0G72571 T9™ January 2025

Re- Promotion of the UPA Chief of General Staff to the rank of General

Pursuant to the resolution of the UPA interim National Leadership Committee
(INLC) and General Command Council (GCC), Lt. General Stephen Buay
Rolnyang, the Chief of General Staff of the UPA Unified Forces is hereby promoted
to the rank of General with effect from 19/1/2025.

Signed under my hand this 19" day of January 2025

Gen.Pa"gan Amum Okiech
Chairperson, UPA &
Commander-in-chief, Unified Forces
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Annex 20: Establishment of UPA military Fronts, 19 January 2025

=
e

UNITED PEOPLE'S ALLIANCE (UPA)
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRPERSON

~—UPKTO0S7ZSTT T Ry s

Pursuant to the resolution of the UPA General Comunand Council (GCC), the following UPA
Fronts arc established effective from 20/1/2025 as heceunder:

L. 1" Front: The UPA first Front shall cover the areas of Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria
states with the following zonal commands of the unified forces under the first Front:

1. 1. Zowe-1: Central Equatoria state.
1.2. Zooe-2: Eastern Equatoria State.
1.3. Zooe-}: Western Equatoria State.

2. 2™ Froat: The UPA second Front shall cover the areas of Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity states
with the following zonal command of the unified forces under the second Fromt:
2.1. Zonc-4: Jonglei State
2.2 Zowe-S: Upper Nile State
23, Zone-6: Unity State.

3. 3" Froat: The UPA third Front shall cover the areas of Northern Bhar El Ghazal, Warrap,
Western Bhar El Ghazal and Lakes states with the following zonal commands of the unified
forces under the third Front:

3.1. Zome-7: Norther Bhar EI Ghazal State
32 Zose8: Warrap State.
1.3. Zone-9- Western Bhar E Ghaza) State
3.4, Zowe-10: Lakes State.

19tk dgy of January 2025

UPA & Commander-in-chief, Unified Forces
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Annex 21: Communique of 8 February 2025 concerning the Tumaini Initiative

Tumaini Initiative

UNIQUE OF 8 FEBRUARY 2025
BY THE HIGH-LEVEL MEDIATION FOR SOUTH SUDAN

(TUMAINI INITIATIVE)

The High-Level Mediation for South Sudan (Tumaini Initiative) issues the
following brief on the status of the process:

1. Since May 2024, the Tumaini Initiative has been convened in
Nairobi, Kenya, at the request of H.E President Salva Kiir Mayardit
of the Republic of South Sudan to H.E President William Samoei
Ruto of the Republic of Kenya, in order to reach out to the hold-
out groups and other opposition members non-signatory to the
Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in South
Sudan (R-ARCSS), in order to achieve an inclusive and
sustainable peace and democratic transformation.

2. The mediation has been ongoing for ten months and has been
co-chaired by IGAD and the Community of Sant'Egidio, who
previously held this brief.

3. During the process, several bilateral consultative missions have
been undertaken by the mediation to Juba, South Sudan and
Rome, Italy for consultations with hold-out groups, the South
Sudanese Presidency, and other stakeholders.

4.  Pertinent to this negotiation are the R-ARCSS, the Declaration of
Commitment signed by the Parties and Stakeholders on 14" May
2024, and the Tumaini Protocols.
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The eight Tumaini Profocols were developed through a process
of sustained negotiations and had been agreed by the Parties
and Stakeholders to include:

a. Trust and Confidence Building,

b. Permanent Ceasefire, Security Amrangements and
Reforms,

¢. Humanitarian Access and Support,

d. Communal Conflicts, Armed Civilians, and Land Disputes,

e. Economic Recovery, Resources, and Financial
Management Reforms,

f. Justice Sector Reform, Transitional Justice and
Accountability,

g. Permanent Constitution Making Process, and

h. Guarantors;

Only the Protocol on Responsibility Sharing was outstanding.

Following this agreement, the RTGONU Delegation retreated to
Juba for consultations in August 2024, during which time the R-
ARCSS was extended for another two-year period.

H.E President Williom Somoei Ruto and H.E President Salva Kiir
Mayardit met in Juba on 6™ November 2024 and issued a Joint
Communigue in which they guided that the protocols should be
concluded and that responsibility sharing should be negotiated,
which was to have been finalized within two weeks.

When the RTGONU Delegation returned to Nairobi, it was with o
substantially different composition and therefore negotiations
restarted afresh,

Finally, an agenda was adopted in January 2025 to include:

a. the Negotiating Parties,

b. the Root Causes of the Conflict in South Sudan,

c. the Relationship between R-ARCSS and the Tumaini
Protocols, and

d. Responsibility Sharing.

25-04306
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10. The root causes of the conflict were extensively deliberated

13

12.

13.

14,

15.

through a joint technical committee, summarizing them as:

a. Palitical, Governance and Leadership Crisis,

b. Power Struggle,

c. Structural and Institutional Weaknesses,

d. Economic Crisis and Resource Mismanagement,

e. Insecurity and Militarization of Society,

f. Lack of Social Cohesion and Historical Factors, and
g. External and Geopolitical Influences.

It has been acknowledged throughout the negotiations that the
implementation of R-ARCSS is ongoing but faces challenges.

Given the acute human insecurity and humanitarian crisis in
South Sudan, the Mediation believes that actions must be taken
for there to be effective mechanisms of implementation.

The Mediation is of the view that there are three priority areas of
critical importance necessary to ending the perpetual transition
in South Sudan, and to ushering in a new dispensation.
These priority areas are:

a. the unification of forces and security sector reforms,

b. the permanent constitution making process, and

c. the holding of free, fair, credible and fransparent elections.

The RTGONU Delegation now requests to adjourn the mediation.

The Mediation appreciates the continued leadership and support of
the Government of Kenya, IGAD, and the Community of Sant'Egidio

of the people of South Sudan.

en. Lozarp Sumbeiywo (Rtd)

CHIEF MEDIATOR
NAIROBI
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Annex 22: UPA statement on “root causes” of conflict in South Sudan, 8 February 2025

The root causes of the conflict in South Sudan can be summanzed into two: 1) Strategic
Leadership Failure and, 2) Power Struggle. These two main root causes were expanded to 17
root causes by a joint technical committee composed of UPA members, the Government of
delegation of South Sudan, and the Stakcholders. Below is an expansion of the original two root

causes.

ﬁﬁ},,,

Ay 3

h) @,
:/—\\
- ; -

February 8, 2025

1) LEADERSHIP FAILURE

epgrrrETEFR M AN T

-

Political stalemate

Lack of constitutionalism and violations of the constitution and agreements:

Ethnicization and militarization of politics

Politicization of ethnicity and the military

Obstruction of democratic practices

Abuse of power and injustices

National government interference in state and local government affairs
Lack of patriotism

Perpetual transitions

Lack of political will

Unaddressed historical grievances

Kleptocracy

. Liberation entitlement

Lack of trust among the political leaders and military commanders
Public apathy
Discrimination in society and inequitable representation in government

2) POWER STRUGGLE

3) STRUCTURAL AND INSTITUTIONAL WEAKNESSES

a)
b)

Fragile state
Weak institutions

4) ECONOMIC CRISIS AND RESOURCE MISMANAGEMENT

ppo o

Persistent poverty

Land grievances
Pastoral-farmers conflicts
Environmental Degradation
Institutionalized corruption

25-04306
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5) INSECURITY AND MILITARIZATION
a. Insecurity
b. Lack of professional national army and organized forces
¢. Impunity and lack of accountability in the security sector

6) LACK OF SOCIAL COHESION AND HISTORICAL FACTORS
a. Trauma Legacy of colonialism

Marginalization of women in public life

Marginalization of Youth in Public Life

Abduction of women and children,

llliteracy and inadequate civic education

Communal Border disputes

Ethnic polarization

Culture of violence

LR I

7) EXTERNAL AND GEO-POLITICAL INFLUENCES
a. Vested regional and international interests

b. Smuggling of natural resources
¢. Misguided Foreign Policy
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Annex 23: Rifles originating in Sudan retrieved in 2024/2025

Probable UTAS 512 rifle HUSAN Arms MKA 556 rifle

Molot Vepr 1V-E tactical rifle HUSAN Arms MKA rifle

BRG 55 rifle Probable UTAS 512 rifle
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Rifle seized by the South Sudanese security
services in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State in 2025

Source: South Sudanese security officials

RSF solider holding a BRG 55 rifle with an
identical scope, 2024.

L

Photograph courtesy of

Source:

Amnesty International

BRG 55 5.56x45 mm assault rifle

Source: https://brgdefence.com/en/products/brg55-infantry-rifle/

BRG 55 assault rifle carried by RSF troops in
Darfur, 2024

R

O Sed oy wangd pedls n e

ARG &5 viw, & Fvnms, Dy, 2034
Marclxturee ARG (vtence
Comrttty Hishoye

-made [ System Defence

Seemingly SAF captured brand new # Tu
21 - (If NOL;

R56 assault rifle. It was very likely smuggled from #ven
o ).

0:03/059 @ &

8:26 AM - Feb 18, 2025 - 50.5K Views

Ry
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Source: Amnesty International, New weapons fuelling the
Sudan conflict, 25 July 2024

System Defence R56 rifle in SAF hands
Excerpt from a video published on 19 February 2025

Source:

https://x.com/war_noir/status/1892188961080279208

Note: The rifle probably came through legal dealers in

Khartoum, Sudan. 56 rifles were exported directly from

25-04306
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Annex 24: Mi-24 helicopters stationed at Juba and Malakal airports

Mi-24 station at Juba International Alrport

19 October 2024 — Two helicopters

17 January 2028

6 November 2024 31 Janumry 2025

13 November 2024 7 February 2025

Source: Plasiet Labs Ic. Panel analysis.

Malakal airport

17 February 2025 23 February 2028

Sowrce: Planet Labs Inc. Pauel analysis,
Mi-24 presence on the ground corrobornted by local observers.

25-04306
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Annex 25: Mi-24 attack helicopter on a road in Bor on 20 October 2024

X

("}
© A

W Not yet rated (4 Reviews) @

D Like ) Commant

View maore cormmonts

a tzarious Jamal
Yestorday they'ce in Malakal

Source: Pictures circulated on social media in South Sudan and obtained from confidential sources.
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Annex 26: Two Mi-24 attack helicopters at Malakal airport on 24 February 2025

Confidential source
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Annex 27: 14.5mm caliber gun fired during an SSPDF Tiger Division exercise

Screenshot of a video published on 31 December 2024, available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uY39SwCncHE
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Annex 28: Excerpt from an RNP news release on 11 October 2024 about the joint training of
Rwandan and South Sudanese police officers

# October 11, 2024

Rwanda, South Sudan complete joint Police
training

Some 222 Police officers from Rwanda National Police (RNP) and South Sudan Natlonal Pelice Service
(SSNPS), on Friday, October 11, completed joint training in Aviation Security and Public Order Management.

The trainees for the two-month courses include 102 from Rwanda and 120 from South Sudan.

At least 99 Police officers, including 60 from South Sudan and 39 from Rwanda, completed Aviation Security
course conducted at the Counter Terrorism Training Centre (CTTC) Mayange in Bugesera District.

Other 123 officers--63 from Rwanda and 60 from South Sudan--were trained in Public Order Management at
the Police Training School (PTS) Gishari in Rwamagana District.

The Inspector General of Police (IGP) CG Felix Namuhoranye, while speaking at the closing of the courses at
the Police Training School, thanked the leadership of South Sudan National Police Service for the trust in the
RNP to partner in capacity building.

"These joint training is a testament to our mutual dedication to strengthening public safety and security,"
IGP Namuhoranye said.

Source: https://police.gov.rw/media/news-detail/news/rwanda-south-sudan-complete-joint-police-trai-
ning0/#:~:text=Rwanda%?20National%20Police&text=The%20trainees%20for%20the%20two,.CTTC
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Annex 29: Photographs of a joint training of Rwandan and South Sudanese police officers
in Rwanda between August and October 2024

Armored personnel
carrier

Assault rifle
Possible AKM

Source: https://police.gov.rw/media/news-detail/news/rwanda-south-sudan-complete-joint-police-trai-
ning0/#:~:text=Rwanda%?20National%20Police&text=The%20trainees%20for%20the%20two,CTTC
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Annex 30: Explosion at Malual-Chaat barracks on 12 February 2025

Malual-Chaat barracks on fire on the night of 12 February 202§

122 mm rocket shells photographed by residents of the Suk Zero neighborhood on 12 and 13 February 2025

Source: Photographs widely circulated on social media. See also Bor TV, 12 February 2025

https Swww tacebook com/amtvecogecolliowal,
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Annex 31: Logging in Morobo County and elsewhere in Central Equatoria State

Reproduced with permission from confidential sources
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Annex 32: Memorandum of Understanding, Department of Forestry and logging
company, 11 December 2023
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Annex 33: Ministerial Order No 1/2025 prohibiting logging, 20 January 2025

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY

e ————

JO™ January, &4
RSS/Mok&F / MU/ 1725

MINISTERIAL ORDER NO,1/2025

Subject: Banning the cutting of trees in the Natural Forests in
of South Sudan

the Republic

In exercise ol powers conferred upon me under Article 114 read together with
the provistons ol Article 41, of the Transitional Conpstitution of the Republic of
South Sudan 2011 as amended 2015 and read together with the Resolution of
the Council of Ministers No 16/2015 dated 27th March 2015, 1 Josephine
Napwon Cosmos, Ministers of Environment and Forestry Repubdlic of South

Sudan, do hereby issue this M Lsterial Order No. 1/2025

The authority under which this ministerial order Is issued pursuant to Articie 41
sub- article 3 clause (a), (b) and (¢) of the Transitional Constitution of the
Republic of South SudanZ011 as amended

3+ Bffective from the date of signature of this Ministerial Order, issuance ol
permits by to ol A and foreieniers to cut trees in the Naturail forests is hereby
prohibited

1 prowing trees including Mahogany, Yuba, Alzelia, Balanites

2+ Cutting of nat
Ficus Spp, Acacia et are h reby p:nhlbll\'d
$- The exportation the above mentiongd tree species s ilegal and anyone
caught with these will be pr ecuted
4. Under this Ministerial Ocder, the Minister responsible for Forestry, upholds
the riaht to authorize/give permit to any person or natural persons based on his
I her application and the Creumstances necessary for approval
he luw enforcement agencies of the Republic of Sauth Sudan are hesreby
mandated (o arrest dny person cutting trees of exporting trees harvested from
o aatural lorests without permisston as in paragraph & above
b This Mintstersal order reinforces Ministerial order No: 5/ 2015 and Ministerial

wder No 3/ 2018 all isued by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry

117/146
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Annex 34: Morobo County order banning illegal logging, 13 June 2024

SOMODO COUNT ¥

MOROBO COUNTY

119/146

NO.RSS/CESMC/OCHTAL  'he Commissioner Date: 13" June, 2024,

MOROBO COUNTY LOCAL GOVERNMENT

ROVISIONAL NO.009/2024 FOR BANNIN ILLEGAL
GING AND E SCALE CUTTING TREE R CHAR L

N ROBO COUNTY D.
1. TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT:S

This Order shall be cited as Provisional Order No.009/2024 for banning of illegal
Logging and Large scale cutting of trees for Charcoal in Morobo County - 2024
A.D.

2. THE ORDER:

In exercise of powers conferred upon me vide Republican Decree No.11/2021 of
the president of the Republic of south Sudan read together with provisions of
section 52, appendix 111 part VI of the Local Government Act, 2009;

I, JOSEPH MAWA JOHN OKUBA, Commissioner of Morobo County; do

hereby issue this provisional order for the banning of illegal Logging and Large
scale cutting of trees for Charcoal in Morobo County with effect from the date of

signing this order.

3. FINES AND PEN ;

Any person or group of persons who contravene this provisional order is liable for
the following:

1. Confiscation of the truck, machines, Charcoal, timber,
logs, tools and other equipment used in the process.
A fine of SSP 3,000,000 or imprisonment for a period of
Nine months or both for the owner of the forest products,

driver of the truck and machine operator.
3. A fine of SSP100, 000 or Imprisonment for six months or
both for any official, landlord and chief duly involved in

=)
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issuance of any illegal letter of approval without the
consent of the County authority.

4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ORDER:

The County Executive Director, Payam Directors, Chiefs, security agencies and
citizens of Morobo County are directed to implement this order.

Issued under my hand by the seal of Morobo County Local Government this

Thursday the thirteenth date of the Month of June in the year of the lord Two
Thousand and Twenty Four, A.D.

COMMISSIONER, MOROBO COUNTY.

Place: RSS/CES/MC/MOROBO
Date: 13/06/2024

25-04306 120/146
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Annex 35: Charcoal production in Morobo County, Central Equatoria State

Images reproduced with permission from confidential source in Morobo County, Central Equatoria State

Charcoal production:
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Charcoal loading and export
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Annex 36: Export of bags of charcoal to Uganda, various dates in January 2025
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Annex 37: Partial timeline of disruption to South Sudan’s oil exports

On 10 February 2024, the Bashayer Pipeline Company (BAPCO) pipeline that carries Dar Blend crude oil from the
oil fields in Upper Nile State, South Sudan, operated by the Dar Petroleum Operating Company (DPOC), ruptured
near pumping station number 5 in Sudan. This was followed by gelling in the pipeline between pumping stations
number 4 and 5, as the crude oil in the pipeline cooled.

On 16 March 2024, Sudan’s Ministry of Energy and Petroleum declared force majeure as a result of the damage.
On 18 March 2024, DPOC also declared force majeure, suspending production.

On 19 December 2024, South Sudan’s Ministry of Petroleum notified DPOC that it should resume the production.
This followed several meetings between South Sudanese officials; Sudanese officials in Port Sudan; and BAPCO.
During these meetings, South Sudanese authorities were assured that the pipeline had been repaired and would
soon be operational.

In response, on 23 December 2024, DPOC welcomed this development but raised several concerns about the
proposed schedule for resumed production.?”’ Their concerns included the ongoing force majeure measures
declared by Sudan’s Ministry of Energy and Petroleum and DPOC, as well as concerns about security and
financing.?%

On 4 January 2025, Sudan’s Ministry of Energy and Petroleum announced that the force majeure measures had
been lifted further to “security arrangements” made by both the governments of Sudan and South Sudan, as well
as discussions with BAPCO.?*

Subsequently, on 6 January 2025, South Sudan’s Ministry of Petroleum instructed DPOC to resume production on
8 January 2025, followed by a public announcement by the Minister of Petroleum on 7 January 2025.3!

Around 25 January 2025, the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), regained control of the al-Jaili refinery, north of
Khartoum, in Sudan, from the Rapid Support Forces. Both the pipelines that carry Nile blend from the GPOC and
SPOC operations in Unity State and the Ruweng Administrative Area, as well as he BAPCO pipeline that carries
Dar Blend from the DPOC operations in Upper Nile State, South Sudan, pass near this facility.

Around 4 February 2025, SAF forces recaptured Al-Aylafun from RSF, where a significant BAPCO pumping station
is located.

On 7 February 2025, the first 27 (out of 765) wells were restarted by DPOC. By 8 March, 563 of the 765 wells
were operational.

Around 15 February 2025, SAF forces also claimed to have recaptured the BAPCO pumping station number 3 in
Naima, in White Nile State, Sudan.

27 Document on file with the Panel.

28 Tbid.

29 Documents on file with the Panel.

300 Tbid.

301 Statement by the Ministry of Petroleum, January 2025, on file with the Panel.

125/146 25-04306



S/2025/442

Annex 38: Fee payments

Based on a review of loan documents by the Panel, fees in the region of 1% to 5%, often payable to local South
Sudanese companies, are often part of loan agreements or pre-payment agreements for future oil cargos. In this
case, a 3.5% arrangement fee, equivalent to $3.5 million. In another document reviewed by the Panel, a $15 mil-

lion “arrangement fee” was paid.

”

Republic of South Sudan (RSS)

Minister

Ref: RES/MOF&P/I/M/3/19/4/21 Date: April 28th, 2021

Reference is made to the shove subject: the Ministry of Finance and Planning has
cngaged H s Ragibul Hank that scvar Bast and
Southern in financing infrastructure projects in South Sudan., As a

shareholder and a member of have formally

request, negotiated and agreed on a facility of $100,000,000 USD (One Hundred
Million United States Dollars) as a forward sale which shall be availed as scon as a
Sales and Purchased Agreement is Signed between your Ministry and _

).

In pursuit of the above, we would like to request your esteemed office to provide

answers to the attached questionnaire on production and proceed to i Sales
and Purchase Agreement (SPA) withu: have

carmarked the following months and terms for this transaction;

Sme  Month Year
1 August 2021
2 September 2021
3 October 2021
4 April 2022

* The last cargo shall be conditional to further drawdown request from the Ministry of
Finance and for if the figst three cargoes do not cover for the forwatd sale and interest accrued)

* The Agreed Discount ie $1.50 (One point fifty cents US Dollars)

* OW Arrangement fee of 3.5%

Please accept the assurance of my highest consideration.

AGB

4
f

25-04306
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Annex 39: Payment authorisation for supply of food to SSPDF Tiger Division, February
2024
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Annex 40: Payment authorisation for renovation of a building, 25 September 2024
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Annex 41: Payment for construction of Presidential Palace, 22 November 2023

* gy o

&

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM

RSS/MOP/3/0/U/11/23/63 22" November 2023

Hon. Malual Tap Diew FI L E
1% Undersecretary of Finance,

Ministry of Finance and Planning
RSS/Juba

SUBJECT:

CONSTRUCTION

Hon. 1% Undersecretary,
Commitments made officially by previous Ministers are a responsibility of the

Government which shall continue to hang on unless addressed once and for
all.

Because of the attached commitment letter of the former Minister of Finance

and Planning Dr, Dier Tong Ngor, Sahara Energy Retained 20% amounting
to USD 9,229,644.86 of September 2023 Dar Blend Cargo the proceeds of
which were to be paid to Ram Company for J1 construction.

Therefore, I am requesting you to kindly refund USD 9,229,644.86 to Ram

Company for construction of J1, since the amount went to repayment of the
loan of the Ministry of Finance and Planning.

Pleme,atmptﬂ\emofmyh&mestregardsandmdemﬂm.

Mayen Wol Jong

U

Ministry of Petroleum,

Cec T\ Hon. Minister of Petroleum ———m—

DG. For Petroleum
DG for Admin and Finance

MD Ram Company
Flla.

The Undersecretary
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Annex 42: Authorisation of $80,000 payment for security, 22 January 2025
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Annex 43: Authorisation for SSP 100 million, 23 January 2025
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Annex 44: Information about South Sudan’s outstanding commercial loans

Around 2021, the Government of South Sudan made the following assessment of its outstanding commercial
debts:

Regubise of South Su 1 Delt
000,000 $26259894 | 71740106 [1%/2% 1201587 152,630.16
10,000,000 5.047.751.71 952.248.20 1% 2% 42.599.87 B
25 000,000 2200000000 | 300000000 1% 7% 539,860 00
21,000,000 1875326791 | 224673208 |1%72% 144,525.26
$0,000.000 177020769 | 7822979231 [1%2% 1372328
50,000,000 4440304568 | 550695132 1%12% 207.956.30
52,300,000 52.300,000.00 1
174604179 174.604.179.00
11,170,000/ 7,600,000|  3.570,000.00 | 0.08%| 43,658.59. of 7. 17 (10Yms {22 Moy 201 Februery L July.
1.725.000 816,628 50837229 | 0.08%] 3332107 [ 2) 1 Febemery .1
14631 10128 54[ 351325573 | 008%) 4113057, af 101
0,000 000,004 BETASI16 | snomresce | DmiiTon
[ 360,000,000
U054 737 42
200%| 290137493 |  15.999.06767 1 Jamany2019 | S¥rs ¥
114,190,661 00| 385 809339 o 12 019-Juie 12,2007
0| 3.025,000000 :
130655730.11 | 117.608.16520 | 421301 835 |
z : |

In January 2024, the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes ruled against the Republic of
South Sudan and the Bank of South Sudan and in favour of Qatar National Bank, and directed the Government of
South Sudan to pay an outstanding debt of $1,021,282,210.3%

In January 2025, the African Export-Import Bank sued the Government of South Sudan and the Central Bank of
South Sudan for an outstanding debt of $657 million.

The Panel has also confirmed that debts in excess of $400 million are still owed to Nasdec General Trading.

In its report S/2024/343 the Panel also reported on an outstanding loan of $151.97 million to the Eastern and
Southern African Trade and Development Bank, which had not been disclosed in the above overview.

Additional commercial debts detailed in the above summary are also likely still outstanding.

302 See the Panel’s report S/2024/343.
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Annex 45: Petronas withdrawal from South Sudan

Partial timeline of Petronas withdrawal from South Sudan

Malaysian state-owned Petronas International Corporation (Petronas), through its wholly owned local subsidiary
Petronas Carigali Nile Ltd., owns substantial stakes in each of the three joint venture companies that produce oil
in South Sudan. Petronas owns:

e 40% of the Dar Petroleum Operating Company (DPOC)

e 30% of the Greater Pioneer Operating Company (GPOC)

e 67.875 of the Sudd Petroleum Operating Company (SPOC)

On 9 September 2022, Petronas informed the Government of South Sudan of its intent to sell these shares and
withdraw from South Sudan. Under the terms of the Exploration and Production Sharing Agreement between
Petronas and the Government of South Sudan, South Sudan’s National Petroleum and Gas Corporation has a 60-
day period within which it can pre-empt any such transfer or shares.

On 11 December 2022, Petronas reached an agreement to sell its assets in South Sudan for $1.25 billion to
Savannah Energy WN Limited, a subsidiary of the UK-listed company Savannah Energy PLC

On 12 December 2022, Petronas sent a letter to the Government of South Sudan requesting formal approval of
this transfers.

Also in December 2022, a high-level delegation of the Government of South Sudan met with Petronas executives
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

From 25 to 27 January 2023, representatives of the Government of South Sudan travelled to Lagos, Nigeria, to
conduct due diligence on Savannah Energy PLC. Representatives of the company and the government also met,

later, in Dubai, UAE.

On 23 January 2023, the Government of South Sudan requested a 30-day extension to the approval process,
followed by a request for a 45-day extension on 9 March 2023.

On 24 October 2023, the Office of the President wrote to the Ministry of Petroleum, informing them that they
should not give approval for the transaction.

On 17 November 2023, the government request a further 75 day extension.
This was followed, on 23 January 2024, by a similar letter from the Office of the President to the Ministry of
Petroleum, informing them they should deny approval and request that the assets instead be transferred to the

Government of South Sudan. A similar letter was sent again on 1 March 2024.

On 5 March 2024, the Government of South Sudan sent a letter to Petronas, informing them that they had rejected
the transaction.

On 5 August 2024, the Ministry of Petroleum wrote a letter to Petronas stressing that they had always insisted on
Nilepet assuming the shares, subject to Petronas meeting any outstanding obligations or liabilities in South Sudan

and accusing Petronas of absconding from South Sudan.

On 7 August 2024, Petronas wrote to its joint venture partners notifying them of its full withdrawal from South
Sudan.

On 7 August 2024, Savannah Energy Ltd stated that it had terminated its attempt to acquire the shares.
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On 9 August 2024, Petronas informed the government that it intended to take the matter to the International Court
for the Settlement of Investment Disputes.

On 26 August 2024, Petronas stated that “PETRONAS International Corporation has initiated arbitration
proceedings at the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Dispute on the divestment of its operations
in the Republic of South Sudan.”

135/146 25-04306



S/2025/442

Annex 46: Updates to narrative summaries

SSi.002

Simon Gatwech Dual

Simon Gatwech Dual is currently in Port Sudan, Sudan. In August 2021
he defected from the SPLM/A-IO to form the SPLM/A 10 Kitgwang
faction.3® In February 2025, he agreed to return to Juba within one year
as a Deputy Commander in Chief of the SSPDF.

SSi.004

Santino Deng Wol

In December 2024, Santino Deng Wol was removed from his position as
SSPDF Chief of Defence Forces by Presidential Decree and reassigned
as the Undersecretary for the Ministry of Defence and Veterans Affairs.

SSi.006

Peter Gadet

Peter Gadet died in Khartoum, Sudan, in April 2019.

SSi.008

Paul Malong Awan

Paul Malong was removed from his position of SSPDF Chief of General
Staffs in May 2017. He subsequently left South Sudan and is now in
Nairobi, Kenya. He is currently the First Deputy Chairperson of the
United People’s Alliance (UPA), an opposition group that has not signed
the 2018 peace agreement.

303 See the Panel’s report S/2022/359.
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Annex 47: Response to the Panel’s findings from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Uganda

RESPONSE TO ISSUES RAISED IN UN PANEL OF EXPERTS ON
SOUTH SUDAN LETTER TO UGANDA PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN DATED 215T MARCH 2025

Reference is made to the communication from the UN Panel of Experts
on South Sudan (PoE) dated 21% March 2025 to Uganda’s Permanent
Representative to the UN in New York. The communication advises that
the following information is contained in their draft final report, and
requests for a response from the Government of Uganda:

A. The PoE notes that UPDF personnel entered South Sudan
territory in early March 2025, following significant violations
of the ceasefire in Western Equatoria State, Western Bahr el
Ghazal and Upper Nile State. The PoE further makes reference
to UN SC resolution 2731 (2024) and states that the said
UPDF deployment is a violation of the arms embargo as
established by the resolution.

B. The PoE further alleges that there is transit of gold, timber
and charcoal illegally produced in South Sudan to Ugandan
territory by private companies/individuals.

The Government of Uganda takes the opportunity to respond to the
issues raised in the PoE letter (and included in their draft final report)
as follows:

ON UPDF DEPLOYMENT TO SOUTH SUDAN IN EARLY MARCH
2025:

1. The Government of Uganda noted with concern the recent
tensions and clashes in the Republic of South Sudan,
specifically in Nasir and Ulang Counties in Upper Nile State,
Western Equatoria and Western Bahr el-Ghazal States. This
includes the clashes of 7t March 2025 in Nasir town, in which
an SSPDF General and dozens of soldiers were killed after a
United Nations helicopter trying to evacuate them came under
attack by forces affiliated to members of the Revitalized
Transitional Government of National Unity (R-TGoNU). This
incident reaffirms the PoE observation of “.significant
violations of the ceasefire in Western Equatoria State, Western
Bahr el Ghazal and Upper Nile State.”
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Risk assessments by foreign missions and international
organisations accredited to South Sudan, similarly observed
a high likelihood of an escalation of tensions between the
different members of the R-TGoNU, possibly resulting in full-
scale civil war in the country.

These recent clashes, if allowed to escalate, have the potential
to undermine the Revitalised Agreement on the Resolution of
the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (R-ARCSS), and
reverse significant achievements made under the transition
roadmap.

On 10t January 2014, the Republic of Uganda, in accordance
with section 39 of the UPDF Act, entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding on Defence Cooperation and the Status of
Forces Agreement with the Republic of South Sudan relating
to the deployment of the UPDF in the territory of South Sudan.

On 10" March 2025, following a request by H.E. Salva Kiir
Mayardit, President of the Republic of South Sudan, and in
accordance with Article 98(1) of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uganda and sections 38(1)(b) and 39 of the UPDF
Act, the UPDF deployed a force to the Republic of South Sudan
in order to avert a security catastrophe in the region.

The deployment of UPDF to South Sudan will prevent the
escalation of hostilities among members of the R-TGoNU and
related groups, and the resulting potential rapid spread of the
conflict throughout the country and by extension the entire
region,

It will be recalled that Uganda has made a historical
commitment to national, regional and international security
and has been at the forefront of deploying its forces in order
to achieve peace, security and stability of the region and Africa
at large.

It will be further recalled that for many vears, Uganda
experienced insecurity in the northern and eastern regions of
the country perpetuated by terrorist rebels, who launched
their offensives from the territory of South Sudan. The
Government of South Sudan subsequently allowed the UPDF
to enter its territory to pursue the terrorist rebels, which

¥
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resulted in peace and security in Uganda. As such, Uganda
has a responsibility to prevent a situation of protracted
conflict in South Sudan that would ultimately affect Uganda'’s
territorial integrity and national security.

It should also be noted that unabated insecurity within the
region would provide an opportunity for regional rebel groups
such as Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), and Lord's Resistance
Army (LRA) to mobilise, recruit, train and transform into
affiliates of international terrorist associations like the Islamic
State (1S’) making them a threat to regional peace and
security.

The Republic of South Sudan is a valued regional partner to
the Republic of Uganda, and destabilization in South Sudan
has negative repercussions on both countries and the region
including trade disruption, destruction of infrastructure,
displacement of communities and influx of refugees. The
Republic of Uganda hosts a large number of foreign nationals
that are seeking refuge from conflicts in the region, including
from the Republic of South Sudan. The Republic of Uganda
will continue to exercise an open-door policy towards
providing refuge to people affected by conflict in the region,
while also contributing towards prevention of conflicts in the
region that precipitate the increased influx of refugees.

The Government of Uganda adheres to the principles of non-
interference in the domestic matters of a state, and mutual
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity and
independence. The Government of Uganda re-emphasises
that the intervention of UPDF was upon the request of the
Government of South Sudan, and acted to avert a crisis
similar to the ongoing conflict in the Republic of Sudan.

On 3« April 2025, in support of resolution of the ongoing
conflict in Republic of South Sudan, and in spite of the
prevailing volatile security situation, H.E. Yoweri Museveni,
President of the Republic of Uganda visited Juba, South
Sudan and held engagements with his counterpart H.E. Salva
Kiir Mayardit, a demonstration of Uganda’s commitment to
regional peace and security.
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ON ALLEGATIONS OF TRANSIT OF GOLD, TIMBER AND CHARCOAL
ILLEGALLY PRODUCED IN SOUTH SUDAN TO UGANDAN
TERRITORY BY PRIVATE COMPANIES/INDIVIDUALS:

There are no recorded incidents of transit of illegally produced gold,
timber and charcoal from South Sudan to Uganda. However, it is
important to note that the international border between South Sudan
and Uganda is not demarcated and significant sections of the border
are porous, increasing risk of small quantities of items being
transported across the border without the knowledge of the authorities.
We request the PoE to provide specific information about instances of
transit of illegally produced goods across the border from South Sudan
to Uganda, to enable the relevant authorities review them.

For information, the Uganda government has taken several steps to
address the problem of transit of items illegally produced in South
Sudan. Uganda Customs together with the Customs authority of South
Sudan, have implemented different approaches to contain illegal
activity across the border and these include but are not limited to the
following;

1. Customs enforces Certificate of Origin requirement for Timber
Imports. The importers of Timber are required to present a
Certificate of Origin issued by the Management Authority of
South Sudan for the Non-Listed Species of timber like
mahogany. Through this timber not cleared by the South
Sudan Authorities is not admitted into Uganda.

0. Customs Collaborates with other strategic stakeholders such
as the National Forestrv Authority (NFA) in regulating
activities related to the importation of timber into Uganda.

3. Community involvement: Uganda Customs has adopted
community involvement approaches in the fight against
smuggling along the porous border through continuous
sensitization meetings to enlighten the population along the
borders on the dangers of smuggling.

4. Collaboration with other key stakeholders: Customs
collaborates with other key stakeholders such as the UPDF
especially on patrols along the border areas to detect and deter
illegal activities.
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5. Strategic checkpoints across major transit routes: Customs
has also established checkpoints across major transit routes
from South Sudan to check smuggling.

6. Use of Electronic Cargo Tracking technology to monitor
Transits. For cargo declared to be for Transit through the
territory of Uganda, Customs uses electronic seals to monitor
in real-time the entire movement of such goods to the declared
Exit points. Central Command Centre monitors any incidents,
and rapid response teams are strategically positioned to
respond to transit violations in real-time.

7. Use of Non-Intrusive Technology: Customs has deployed
drive-through scanners across major borders in the country.
This has ensured the detection of any concealments much
more easily.

8. Conducting Focused Enforcement Operations: Customs also
conducts regular focused operations periodically which are
often coordinated in nature.

Conclusion

The Government of Uganda adheres to the principles of non-interference
in the domestic matters of a state, and mutual respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity and independence. In this regard, the
Government of Uganda values, and attaches great importance to a
harmonious existence with all its neighbours. The Government also
values and respects the importance of the promotion of regional and
international peace and security. It is in Uganda's national interest to
work for peace.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
APRIL 2025
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Annex 48: Response to the Panel’s findings from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of the Republic of South Sudan

THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH SUDAN

™

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Office of the Undersecretary

Response of the Revitalized Transitional Government of National
Unity (R-TGONU) to the Advance Report of the United Nations
Panel of Experts to be Published on 1* May 202*

Submitted By

Amb. Agnes Adlino Orifa Oswaha
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of the Republic of South Sudan

Juba, 8" April 2025

JUBA. SOUTH SUDAN
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In response to the advance Report of the United Nations Panel of Experts on South Sudan
ta be published on 1" May 2025, the Government of the Republic of South Sudan at the
outset would like to acknowledge the Punel for admiting and reflecting in the report, the
multiple humanitarian and economic crises currently affecting South Sudan. The
Government also acknowledges the Panel for the recognition of the efforts made by the
Government and security forces of South Sudan, to protect Sudanese nationals and their
properties during the protests that followed the tragic killing of South Sudanese nationals
in Wad-Madani, Sudan in January 2025, Furthermore, the Panel is ucknowledged for
including in (he report the concem raised by the Revitalized Transitional Government of
National Unity that the ongoing economic crisis, coupled with the arms embargo imposed
on the country by the UN Security Council, bave substantially limited the Government's
ability to implement the remaining provisions of the Revitalized Agreement on the
Resolution of the Conflict in South Sudan, in particular, the unifieation and deployment of
security forces,

With regard to the allegations raised in the report against South Sudan, the
Government would like to state the following:

On point three (3) of the brief: The Panel claims that there have been several
sighificant violations of the ceasefive agreement during the carly months of 2025,
Since the Panel is not specific in its uceusation of the violations alleged in both
Western Bahr El Ghazal and Western Equatoria States, it wurrants no response.

Caoncerning Upper Nile State, the violation of ceasefire in that state was perpetrated
by the SPLM/A-10, not by the South Sudan ‘Pcopl‘c‘s Defense Forees (SSPDF), On
3 March 2025, FLE. General Salva Kiir Mayardit, President of the Republic of South
Sudan convened the meeting requested by H.E. Dr, Riek Machar Teny, the First
Viee President of the Republie of South Sudan, and Chairman and Commander in
Chief of the SPLM/A-10 on 27" February 2025, The meeting was expanded and
attended by other Vice Presidents and representatives of the parties signatory to the
Revitalized Peace Agresment, including the civil society. The meeting discussed the
current developments inthe country and the impleimentation of the Revitallzed Peace
Agreement. The meeting was cordial and fruitful reached resolutions, which include

Anter-alia, that the White Ay which sieged Nasir should withdraw back to their
areas. Unfortunately, the resolutions were not honored nor respected by the

SPLM/A-10. Instead of pacifying his forces of the White Army, H.E. Dr. Riek
Machar Teny, who had been in contact with his forces in Nasir, contacted and asked
the Late Majoir-General David Majur Dak, Commander of the SSPDT forees in
Nasir, 10 surmncder 1o the White Army.  llowever, the Commander heroicully
deelined his offer. After the refusal by Commander Majur to surrender, H.E. Dr.
Riek Machar ordered the White Army, one unil of his forces, to attack Nasir.

v
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On 4 March 2025, and upon Dr. Riek’s orders, the White Army attacked and overran
the army garrison in Nasir. After the fall and occupation of the city by the White
Army, contacts were made by the Government and the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS) with the First Vice President to allow air lifling of
Commander David Majur and the small number of the SSPDF soldiers, who
remained in two tanks. Dr. Rick accepted the plea and approved evacuation of

Major-General David Majur Dak and his forces.

On 7 March 2025, UNMISS sent two helicopters to Nasir to evacuate the stranded
Commander and lh<. remaining SSPDF soldiers. Upon landing and during the
evacuation process. and despite safety assurances from Dr. Riek Machar, the White
Army shot at the SSPDF soldiers being evacuated and the crew of the two
helicopters, killing Major-General David Majur Dak, all his remaining soldiers, and
a crew member of one helicopter. As it is clear above, the violation of the ceasefire
which led to the fight in Nasir was committed by the SPLM/A-IO alone while
SSPDF was acting in self-defense. Before their killing, the SSPDF soldiers and their
commander were handed over to UNMISS, in this regard, they should have been
respected and treated in accordance with the third Geneva Convention on Prisoners
of War 1949,

Despite that, the soldiers and their commander, while in the care of the United
Nations, were attacked and all killed along with one crew member of the helicopter
evacuating them. For the sake of faimess, the Panel was expected to condemn the
perpetrator, the SPLM/A-IO whose forces of the White Army violated the third
Geneva Convention on Prisoners of war 1949, but instead has maintained silence.
Lack ofreflection of this fact in the report is a clear indication that the Panel is biased
against the Government.

The detention of some SPLM/A-IO commanders and officials was made based on
genuine and credible information concerning their involvement in the Nasir events.
The arrested officials and commanders are being investigated, treated in accordance
with the law, and anyone found implicated in the Nasir violence shall be tried by a
competent court of law.

Concerning point Four (4) of the briel: Pertaining to the accusation of several
ceaselire violations and failure to unify the various armed forces in South Sudan as
well as their middle command structures, the Government would like to clarly Uit
the SPLM/A-IO during the first cantonment, left the trained soldiers with weapons
behind in their camps, and instead mobilized and trained civilians, and those
civilians reported 1o camtonment siles without weapons. The imposed arms embargo

Pape 4ot
/ -
’@’

JUBA. SOUTH SUDAN

25-04306

144/146



S/2025/442

has crippled the ability of South Sudan to equip and deploy the Unified Forces.
Furthermore, the SPLM/A-IO delayed and failed to submit the list of their officers
to be incorporated into a unified command.

On point five (3) of the brief: The claim that several officials appointed by the
opposition parties have been dismissed by H.E. President General Salva Kiir
Mayardit is baseless. Relieve of Ministers/Senior Officials from the opposition is
always made on the request of the opposition or after consultations with them. The
relieve of the Governor of Westemn Equatoria State, Mr. Alfred Futuyo Karaba, came
as a result of his intransigence and disobedience to the President and the
Govemment's order to implement the resolution of the Governor's Forum, held in
Juba in 2024, and adopted by the Cabinet, concerning the removal of all unlawfiul
road blocks. The Chairman of the SPLM/A-IO, who was consulted and requested to
nominate a replacement for the Governor, refused to do so. The removal of Mr,
Alfred Futuyo is not in any case related to the alleged differences between the
Government and the SPLM/A-10, but it is wholly attributable to his character and
acts. In fact, Mr. Futuyo was involved in counterfeiting and is responsible for the
security incidents that took place in the state during his tenure.

On paragraph (6) of the brief: The claim that the presence of units of the Ugandan
People’s Defense Forces (UPDF) in South Sudan is a violation of the arms embargo
is unfounded. Tt is worth noting that, the Governments of the Republic of South
Sudan and the Republic of Uganda collaborate in accordance with the provisions of
the Protocol on Non-Aggression and Mutual Defense in the Great Lakes Region,
2006. Besides that, there is also a military pact signed between the two
Governments. The pact talks of protection of the territorial integrity of the two states,
that is protection of people, land and government. Based on this pact, the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) previously sent some forces to the Government
of Uganda that fought side by side with the UPDF against the Lord’s Resistance
Ammy (LRA). Now, the Government of Uganda has reciprocated by sending small
technical and support units from the UPDF to South Sudan. Conclusion of such
military agreements is not confined to South Sudan and Uganda, but it is a common
praciice of independent countries worldwide.

On Paragraph Seven (7) of the brief: Regarding the claim that the training of
representatives of the South Sudan National Police Service in Rwanda from August
to October 2024, is a violation of the arms embargo, the Government would like to
that assert the South Sudan Narional Police Service signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MolJ) with the Rwanda National Police on Cooperation in security
el [rining of the police, Based on this Moll, policemen from South Sudan were
trained, from May-December 2024, on counter-terrorism, public order maagement,
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and airport aviation security by the Rwandan National Police Center of Excellence
on Counter-Terrorism, which is recognized by the Police Chiefs of the East African
Chiefs Cooperation Organization (EAPCCO). Additionally, some senior policemen
also attended a senior command and staff course, organized by Rwanda Police
College in collaboration with Rwanda University for all member States of the East
African Chiefs Cooperation Organization. The purpose of the training is to acquire
advanced skills in prevention and combat of crimes, in general, and counter-
terrorism, in particular, in an appropriate and effective manner corresponding to the
regional and international standards.

Regarding point ten (10) of the brief: where the Panel notes that members of the
armed groups, government security forces, opposition forces and local and national
political officials participate in illicit economic activity, including illegal logging,
illegal gold production, and illegal charcoal production, we would like to point out
that illegal logging has been happening in areas which are not under the control of
the government. Also these activities are carried out by some groups better armed
than the government whose capacity to purchase arms for the country’s self-defense,
enforcement of law, and disarmament of civil population has been negatively
affected and tremendously reduced by the arms embargo and economic constraints
resulting from the world economic crises and the lack of foreign investment in the
country due to the conflict that was imposed by the SPLM/A-IO in 2013 and 2016.

On the illegal gold production, the Government would like to acknowledge that there
has been limited illegal gold production in some states in South Sudan. This activity,
which takes place in some remote areas of the country is carried out by local
individuals, our soldiers are not party to that. With the lack of proper technology for
surveillance and armaments/military hardware, it is difficult for the government to
enforce the law in those areas.

Concerning illegal charcoal production, the truth is that 99% of South Sudan’s
population depends on charcoal as the main source of energy due to the scarcity of
cooking gas in most parts of the country. Also most of the rural South Sudanese
nationals make charcoal production as one of the economic activities that generates
income for their families. Therefore, the Government is working to transition the
country to green energy.
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