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adults 2.5-3.5 years after September 11th attacks”, Journal of Traumatic Stress (2007), vol. 20, No. 3
(June 2007). 3 I.Laura Dolci, A Victimless Crime?: A Narrative on Victims of Terrorism to Build a
Case for Support, available at https://www.geneva-academy.ch/joomlatools-files/docman-
files/Dolci_Book%20Preview.pdf.

Ihttps://lwww.unodc.org/documents/terrorism/Publications/Good%20practices%200n%20victims/go
od_practices_victims_E.pdf, A Supporting Victims of Terrorism, United Nations, Executive
Office of the Secretary-General (January 2009).

Laura Dolci, A Victimless Crime?: A Narrative on Victims of Terrorism to Build a Case for Support,
pp. 93-108; E/CN.4/2006/98, #64-66F1745; A/66/310, #520-28B¢; A/HRC/16/51, 2470
25B%; A/HRC/20/14 (R {2 1 U2 3 ABURIAESE I )); DL A/HRC/34/61, #13-168%.
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Laura Dolci, A Victimless Crime?: A Narrative on Victims of Terrorism to Build a Case for
Support pp. 109 and 119; Ll A Alexandra Barker and Tamar Dinisman, “Meeting the needs of
survivors and families bereaved through terrorism”, November 2016, 7% j#https://www.victim
support.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/documents/files/Victim%20Support_Meeting%20the%20needs%
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Communications

1. During the period under review, the Special Rapporteur issued, individually or jointly
with other mandate holders, 189 communications, to States and non-State actors, and 75 press
statements.

Thematic reports

2. On 25 June 2024, the Special Rapporteur presented to the 56" session of the Human
Rights Council, a thematic report (HRC/56/56) on the “protection of the dead”, where he
examined the obligations to protect and respect the dead from a human rights perspective, in
different contexts such as armed conflict and emergencies, including health emergencies,
natural disasters, migration, and mass fatality incidents, and recommended the development
of guiding principles in this regard. The Special Rapporteur also submitted a conference room
paper (A/HRC/56/CRP.5) on Lethal autonomous weapons systems and the right to life, in
contribution to the Secretary General’s consultation pursuant to General Assembly resolution
78/241, where he emphasized, inter alia, the necessity for the international community to
identify technical and legal measures to ensure that attribution of, and accountability for, all
uses of Autonomous Weapons Systems is possible.

3. On 28 October 2024, the Special Rapporteur presented to the 79th session of the
General Assembly, a thematic report (A/79/172) examining the ubiquitous unlawful deaths
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender-diverse and intersex (LGBTIQ+) persons and
States’ duty to effectively investigate and prevent these deaths. The report underlined the
importance of taking all necessary steps to determine the existence of prejudice or
discrimination motivation, and to ensure prevention and protection of the rights of families
of victims and recommended practical and legal measures to protect the right to life of
LGBTIQ+ persons, to ensure accountability through proper investigation, and to provide
reparation and cultural understanding. It also called for the development and implementation
of specific guidance for investigating potentially unlawful deaths of LGBTIQ+ persons
through the elaboration of an addendum to the Minnesota Protocol.

Country visits:

4, The Special Rapporteur conducted an official country visit to Ukraine, from 20 to
31 May 2024. The objective was to examine reported violations to the right to life since the
Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, including patterns of unlawful
killings of civilians, either as a result of attacks directed at civilians or due to use of weapons
with indiscriminate impacts in densely populated areas, and of summary executions of
civilians, prisoners of war (POWSs) and servicemen no longer taking part in hostilities (hors
de combat), and to make recommendations for their effective investigation, documentation,
prosecution and reparation, paying particular attention to the rights of victims and their
families.

5. The Special Rapporteur was regrettably unable to undertake a second country visit in
2024 due to the regular budget liquidity crisis impacting the United Nations.
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V.

Technical advisory and capacity building activities (in-person),
including:

6. From 16 to 20 April 2024, the Special Rapporteur participated as a speaker in the first
Regional Meeting on the Investigation of Attacks and Killings of Human Rights Defenders
in Latin-America, which took place in Bogota, Colombia, and was organized jointly by the
OHCHR in Colombia and the Comisicn Interamericana de Derechos Humanos (CIDH). The
objective of the meeting was to strengthen the capacities of and offer technical advice to
attorneys, judges and NGOs on novel investigatory tools and methods.

7. From 5 to 7 September 2024, the Special Rapporteur the Special Rapporteur gave a
key-note lecture on femicide, its investigation and prevention, in Milan, Italy. The lecture
was organized by the European Family Justice Center Alliance and offered an opportunity
to present the findings of the mandate’s thematic report on femicide (A/78/254) and to discuss
prevention strategies for the region.

8. From 23 to 27 September 2024, the Special Rapporteur conducted a technical visit to
Nairobi, Kenya, during which he organized a workshop, in collaboration with the OHCHR
in Nairobi and the Kenyan Attorney General Office, for members of the Multi-Agency
Committees on Enforced Disappearances and on the National Coroners Service Act. The
objective of the workshop was to strengthen the capacity in effectively investigating all
potentially unlawful deaths, in accordance with international standards, notably the
Minnesota Protocol (2016), and to support the operationalization of the Coroner’s Service
Act in Kenya, which would positively contribute to the advancement of forensic
investigations in the country. During his visit, the Special Rapporteur met with civil society
organizations, the Kenyan Commission for Human Rights, and the Parliamentary Committee
for legal affairs, as well as with the diplomatic community and development partners. He also
discussed with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs his request to conduct an official visit to Kenya
in 2025. The Special Rapporteur regrets that despite the strong engagement by the mandate
and commitment to provide technical assistance to State institutions, in addition to the
standing invitation issued by Kenya since January 2015, the Government was unable to
accept the visit requested for May or June 2025.

9. From 1 to 5 October 2024, on invitation by representatives of Canada’s First Nations,
the Acimowin Opaspiw Society, during a national event on Historical Grievances and
International Law, in Edmonton, Canada, the Special Rapporteur gave an opening key-note
presentation in Indian Residential Schools on the Protection of the Dead and its relevance for
investigations into missing children and unmarked burials and met with victims and
authorities to discuss investigative strategies.

10.  From 23 to 25 October 2024, on invitation from the Asociaci& Memorialista
Recuerdo y Dignidad, in Soria, Spain, the Special Rapporteur delivered the closing lecture
for the XV111 edition of the Week of Historic Memory and Human Rights on the contribution
of standards developed by the mandate for the investigation and prevention of unlawful
killings to processes of truth, memory and reparations.

11.  From 7 to 8 November 2024, the Special Rapporteur continued to provide technical
advice and forensic expertise for the development of a “Latin-American Protocol for the
Investigation of Unlawful Deaths of LGTBIQ+ persons”, and participated in the third round
of consultations about the Protocol in the City of Guatemala. The consultations were
organized by the OHCHR in Guatemala and the regional NGO Red Sin Violencia LGBTIQ+.

12.  From 18to 19 November 2024, on invitation of the University of Chicago, the Special
Rapporteur spoke at a symposium on the contribution of the Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo,
a family organization of disappeared children in Argentina, to the development of forensic
science applied to human rights investigations, and at a screening of the documentary “El
Equipo”, about the formation, legacy, and ongoing work of the Argentine Forensic
Anthropology Team.

13. From 5 to 6 December 2024, the Special Rapporteur, with the support of the
Government of Malaysia, in particular the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Health
and its National Institute of Forensic Medicine, and in cooperation with the UN Resident
Coordinator in Kuala Lumpur, and the OHCHR Regional Office for South-East Asia,
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conducted a one day public Conference and a one day private planning Workshop for the
creation of the regional hub for training on the Minnesota Protocol for the South-East Asia
Region in Kuala Lumpur. The Special Rapporteur would like to express his appreciation to
the Government of Malaysia for the fruitful cooperation and the commitment to continue
supporting the work of the regional hub.

14.  From 14 to 15 December 2024, the Special Rapporteur launched the Forensic
Advisory Group (FrAG), with the membership of nine forensic scientists who are
internationally renowned for their knowledge and experience in research, training and
practice of forensic science in human rights investigations and humanitarian action
worldwide. The objective of this group is to increase the capacity of the mandate and other
UN monitoring mechanisms in responding to requests for forensic technical assistance. In
2025, two additional members from Asia and Africa joined the FrAG.

15.  From 16 to 19 December 2024, the Special Rapporteur participated as an expert in an
Interactive workshop on the death penalty entitled “the concept of most serious crimes and
regional and international best practices with a focus on drug-related offences and persons
under 18 years”. The workshop was organized by OHCHR for a group of Senior Officials
from the Islamic Republic of Iran. The objective of the Special Rapporteur’s intervention
was to raise awareness on the importance of restricting the use of the death penalty in crimes
that do not meet the threshold of the most serious crimes.

16.  From 16 to 23 February 2025, the Special Rapporteur conducted a technical visit to
Thailand, during which he participated as an expert in a two-day National Workshop on the
Minnesota Protocol for the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death (2016). The
workshop was attended by Officials from different Thai investigative agencies. He also held
meetings with the Ministry of Justice and the Central Institute of Forensic Science to explore
the needs for capacity building regarding the Minnesota Protocol. The Special Rapporteur
would like to express his appreciation to the Thai Ministry of Justice for interest in supporting
capacity building on the Minnesota Protocol.

Other technical advisory /capacity building activities (Virtual
participation), including:

17.  In May 2024, Special Rapporteur provided inputs to the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe’s Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons regarding
its report and draft resolution on “Missing migrants, refugees and asylum seekers: a call to
clarify their fate.” The final resolution® endorsed the recommendations included in the
Special Rapporteur’s report on the Protection of the dead as well as the report by the previous
mandate holder on “Unlawful death of refugees and migrants” (A/72/335). The final
Committee report also contained multiple references to the work of the mandate.

18.  On 7 June 2024 and on 26 September 2024, the Special Rapporteur participated in
meetings and round table consultations organized by the International Forensic Cluster Group
in Ukraine, where he shared findings from his visit and recommendations on the recovery,
documentation and identification of deceased bodies and human remains from a human rights
perspective, for the purpose of accountability and to determine the fate of missing persons
and return the remains to bereaved families.
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