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I have the honour to inform you that the Working Group of Marine Scientific 

Research and Transfer of Technology (Working Group 3 of Sub-Committee III), established 

on 5 April 1973, in_ New York, held 10 meetings during the current session. 

In accordance with its terms of reference~ the Working Group discussed the proposals 

formally submitted to Sub-Cormaittee III in ~ocuments A/AC.138/SC.III/L.18, 23, 31, 3~ 
42, 44 and 45. Its discussions covered the definition and objectives of marine 

scientific research, the conduct and promotion of marine scientific research, and the 

prorogu.isi too for the conduct of such research. I-t was not possible for the Working Group 
•, 

to initiate consideration of the question of the transfer of technology. 

At its first meeting during the current session, th0 Working Group decided to 

establish in.formal consultations which were open to participation by all delegations. 

These informal consultations produced a number of texts which are attached to this note. 

These texts were drafted on the basis of the above-mentioned proposals and of comments 

and suggestions by delegations in the Working Group. 

Due to lack of time, it was not possible for the Working Group and its informal 

consultations to consider all the draft articles contained in the proposals submitted 

to Sub-Committee rrrY. Also 1 there was no .opportunity for the Working Group to review 

the texts attached to this no·be. 

The Working Group, having taken note of the attached texts, authorized me to infoi,n 

you and Sub-Committee III of the work it has achieved in carrying out its mandate. 

1./ and .?J The Working Group also ruf0rred to :relevant texts in A/Ac .. 13s/sc. II/Le 28 

G'E.73-51144 
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11]efini tion and Obj_ectj.ves of Marine Scientific Research 

.Me,rine scientific resoo,rch is any study and related experimental work, 

excluding industrial exploro:bion and other uctivi"tiies aimed at the diroet 

exploitation of·marine resources, designed to increase mankims scientific 

knowledge of tho marine environment and conduct0d for peaceful pucyoses. 11,1/ A/ sJ 
(Tho informal drafting group had decided to postpone tho drafting of any further 

toxt dealing with objectives.) 

The followi11g ,:,,1 to:1."!.10..tivr: tGtxt~: l,-1,;;:re c.erc0u. wi thou.-li prcjullic1.~ tc: tbeir !1lc,co in 

·bhc.1 .-,:-i:u.r:1' of tho dro.ft nrliclco: 

"Mc1rine scientific research 

as such shall not fonn ·the 

legal basis for any claims of 

e:xploitr..:tion rights or any 

other rights in areas beyond 

the limits of national 

jurisdiction." 

WG.3/Papor No. 5 

OR 

"Marine scientific J."'esearch 

as such shall not foxm the 

legal bars is for any claim 

to ony part of. ·bhe marine 

onvironn1entYor its 

resources. 11 

.Q_gp.duct and :gromotio11. of marine soiontific :-c~:-..."ch 

A. 11 1. Subject to the rights of ooastn.l States [and of the International 

Authority] [OR] [and subject to the regime of the international seabed area] as 

prov:i..ded for in this Convention 9 all States, irrespective of their googrn.phical 

location,· as well as appropxi2.te intGn1ational organizations, have the right [OR 

the right of frcodom]Yto conduct marine scientific research nnd other research 

activities in the marine environment. 

3./ Tho view was expressed by sor:10 dclo[.;>8.tions that this definition was accoptablo 
provided that another article in the Convention recognizes the fact that scientific 

• research may provj_do a basis for industrial and commorcin.l advv.ntagc. 

!±/ Somo dologations wero of the opinion thc.t o.n article on definitions wo.s not 
noc0ssa1-y and thn.t the articles to be drafted on tho obligations of States w-ould 
indirectly, but clearly, 0stublish tho meaning intended. 

5./ Some delegations considorod thnt it would bo d0sirable .. ,to include o. definition 
of th0 tGrm 11 :.10..rino onvironmcnt 11 • 

§/ Tho viow was 0xpross8d thri,t the referonco to 11 0..ny part of the marin0 environ
ment" ohould not pr0judico tho rights of tho 002.stnl State within its a.rou of national 
jurisdiction. 

1/ Somo delegations woro opposed to the uso of tho word8 11 or tho right of freedom" 
in this toxt and considorod thom suporfluou·s. 
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2, States shall promote co-operative marine scientific programmes taking 

into pa1~icular consideration the interests and needs of developing 

countries. 11.§/ .2./ W 1J/ 
OR 

, .. _, 

:B. "Subjcwt to the rights of coastal Sts.tes, _:States whether coastal o~ land-

c. 

locked shall co-opero.te: in the· promotion of scientific research and investigation 

. in the· marine environment, as provided for in this Convention 1 in ar1 orderly and 

rational manner~ taking into account the interests bf the international community, 

particula:rly the inter0sts and needs of developing oountrios."W WW 

OR 

"Scientific research· in the .sea being essen,Pial to an understanding of global 

environmc.::mt, the prese:rvat;Lon and enhancenent of tho sea and its rational and 

effective use, States shall promote and:faoilitRte the aevelopment and conduct of 

all scientific research in the sea for ·tho benefit of the international community. 

All States? irrespective of geographic location9 as ·well as appropriate 

internatione.l organizations may Gngage. in sciEmtific research in th0 sea, 

recognizing the rights and intorests of the intemc1tional community and coastal 

States, particularly the interests and needs of dGveloping countries, as provided 

for in this Convention." 

§/ A view waa G:xpresccd that this draft articlo should have included a reference 
to physical and juridical persons as also.having the right to conduct scientific research 
in the .marine onv iromxmt . 

9/ Some delegations took tho vi,~w that texts A and B are not alternatives but 
cor.1plernonta:i:y. 

1Q/ Sor.ic dolegations exproosod the view that texts A and J3 are not complementary 
but real 2,ltcr.na·tivos. 

W Sor.1G dclogc' .. tions o:xpressed tho viow that it ,-ms prema.tur.e to include the words 
11 ~:rubjeot to the rights of ooa,stal States" i:n the above texts· since it may be prejudicial 
to the inherent rights of States, 

g/ See footnoto 9). 
121 Sec footnote lQ/. 
1.4-1 Sec footnote _g/.- ·-
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"Subject to the rights of coastal States, States 9 as well as the competent 

international organizations, may promote and conduct scientific research in the 

marine enviro:n.~ent, taking into account all relevant factors, including the 

interests of th3 international comn1unit-r and particularly those of tho developing 

countries, as :provided for in this Convention. 1112/ 
.Q!i 

E. "All States? irrespective of their geographical location, as well as 

international organizations, shall enjoy on a basis of equality and without 

any discrimination the right of freedom to conduct scientific research in the 

world ocean. 

"The tern 'world ocean' us used in this Convention covers all ocean space, 

the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof~ with the exception of internal and 

territorial waters and the bed and subsoil of the continental shelf."W 

Jj/ See footnote W 
1§/ See footnote 1/ 




