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Agenda item 1

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY COMMIITTEE

Chapter

Preparations for the Conference of 1980: (a) Provisional agenda;
(b) Organization of work; (c) Documentation; (d) Participation
in the conference; ' (e) Secretary-General of the conferences
* (£) Rules of procedure; (g) Publicity for the conference

Rapporteur: Ms, Sbheyla Shahkar (Iran)

l. The Preparatory Committee considered agenda item 3 at its 3rd to meetings and

at meetings of an informal working group of the whole, which the Committee established
at its 6th plenary meeting in order to expedite consideration of a number of priority
issﬁés. Furthér, the Committee established, at its 9th neeting, a formal drafting
group, céﬁposed of the representatives of the German Demoératic Republic, Egypt, Iran,
llexico and the Netheflénds, to propose specific recommendations to the plenary based

on the discussions at the plenary meetings and in the informal working groupe

'2. In ifs conéiderationrof the item; the Preparatory Committee had before it a note
by thé Secretary-General on the iﬁplementation of the programme for the United Nations
Decade for Women, including preparations for the World Conference (E/CN.6/610); the
report of the Commission on the Stétus of Women on its twenty-seventh session
(E/1978/32 (Part II)); and relevant resolutions of the first regular session, 1976,
of the Economic and Social Council (B/RES/1978/28-34).
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Ie o iriroducing thie dosuaenis, the Assicioat

wirector oi tie Lrarch for the

Advoencement of “omern of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs

ciliet thot the Beonenis and Soeicl Council, at its first regular session, 1978, had

céopted, on the recousnendation of tne Coawission on the Status or Women at its twenty—
ce revolutiens tuat had » dire-st Dearing on the agehda and the . general.
erence. <ohe pointed out that the Council, in its resolu-

.4y had rescomiended thet the following itoms should be included
in whe provisionel azenda Tor the lorld ContTerence of the United Wations Decade for
ticen:  revdicw @ad evalueticen of ihe prozress aade in attaining the objectives of the
United llizticns Decade Tor omen: IDouelity; Development and Peace in the period from
1076 to 12¢0, at the notional, regional and international levels; ' prograime of action
for the secend half of the United ilations Decade for lWomens: Equality, Development

and Peacc, 1580 to 17¢5; and an ite: on the offects of apartheid on women in
southern Africe, She further statcd thwt the Council had recownended, in its resolu-
tion 1678/32; the adoption of the subtheme Ex ployient, Health and Education for the
Cecnierence, vhose o r—all objecitive would continue to -be, lhowever, the review and
evaluntion of prozress made in the first half of the Decade and the recommendation of
chanzes and readauatments for. the second half of the Decade. The attention of the

Comaittee wes dravm to the draft provisional agends for. the Conference prepared by

iat (3/COUR.S4/PC/L.13), 2nd to the following documents: "Preliminary

d.

he Secr

(D

estisates of the cost of preparations for the 1680 United Nations Conference on the.

ecate for ‘omen" (A/COHF.SA/FC/L.o) and 'An information programmne for the World:

o

Conference of the United ilations Decade for wowen, 1980 — Teheran, Iran'

(4/CONTF.S4/PC/La3)

A The “iinister of Stete of Iran in charge of womenfs affairs addressed the Committees
She stressed the inportance whick her Government attached.to the Committee'; work and
to the 1980 ContTerence. She observed that the Commission on the Status of Women, at
its tuenty-seventh session, had initiated the preparations for the conference, and that
at least three regions had incorporated the mninimum objectives for the 1580 Conference

, their regionzl plens of action. The -linister stated that the Conference should
ensure that the objectives of the United Hations Decade for Women were implemented at
the national, regional and interrational levels. She stressed the need for collabora-—
tion betueen Governments and vomen's organizations and mentioned that her country's

national plan of action had evolved through such joint efforts. She expressed the hope




that the 1980 Conference would give adequate attention to the problems of women in the
developing countries and that the specialized agencies would be invited to make a
contribution, With regard to the preparations for the Conference .being undertaken by
her Government, she stated that a special committee had been established for that

purpose and that it was awaiting the recommendations of the Prevaratorvy Committeea

Agenda item 3 (a): Provisional agenda

5¢ In the discussion of agenda item 3 (a); it was agreed that both the agenda of the
Conference and the decumentation should be action-oriented and concentrate on priority
areas and concrete projects and proposals., That approach should also'apply to all
inputs to the Conference. The need to pay special attention to the specific problems

of women in developing countries was generally emphasized in that connection.

6s With regard to the subtheme of Enploynent Health and Educatlon recmmnended by
the Economic and Social Council, there Was agreement that those priority areas were
most important. However, a few representatiﬁes expressed the view that those areas

" should be considered by-the Conference in a broader .context, Some representatives

" expressed their concern that the subtheme should not bé allowed to overshadow the
threefold main theme of the Decade, Ecuallty, Development and Peace, which, they indi-=

cated, should be spelled out in the prov1s1ondl agenda.

Te  The representatlve of Dgypt pr0posed an amendment to item 8 of the draft pro—
visional agenda of the Conference (M/CONF 94/PC/L 13) to include the words "Equallty,_

Deve10pment and Peace" after the word ”Decaae"

8. In connection with review and evaluation of progress made, it was felt that
attentlon should also be given to the obstacles that might have been encountered thus

far in attemptlng to attaln the OOJeCtIVES of the Decade and the minimum obJectlves
set forth 1n the Vorld Plan of Actlon.

9« The representative of Iran proposed that item 8 of the draft provisional agenda

should be amended to incinde a raference to obstacles encountered. Both amendwents were

adopted by consensus.

10, Several representatives welcomed item 9 of the draft provisional agenda and noted

that the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 1078/30 had recommended that
the provisional agenda of the World Conference of the United Natlons Decade for Women,

1280, should include "programme of action for the second half of the United Nations

Decade for Women, 1981 to 1985."
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ue represeniaiives of Lgynt and Yugosiavia provosed that itenm © should be amended

Ue Prograivie ol action for the second half of the Decade for Women:

%ruﬁllty, Developinient and Peace, with the ain of impleuenting the World
Flan of Action (19£1-1935)

/\...

(2) icotional strategies for women's intezration in
econommic and social developuent with special
caphasis on the subtheae;

(1) Plamnins and yonitoring
(i1) iiational machineries

(1) Fational targets and objectives regerding the
sutthcne on mmployient, Health and LEducation

(c) Regional ond international strategies",
The Couxnittee adopted these anendaents by consensus,.

12, It was generzlly agreed that the draft provisional agenda for the Conference should
include anr item on the effectis of apartheid on the condition of women in southern Africa
.lany representatives noted that the issue had been extensively discussed by the Commissit”
on the Stztus of “omen at the tuenty-seventh session and that the Economic and Social:

Council had recommended; in its resolution 1978/33, the inclusion ‘in the agenda for

the “Jorld Conference of . +he United lations Decade for Women of an item on "effects of

apartheid on women in southern ifrica". The Committee consequently decided to amend
the draft provisional agenda for the Conference to include a new item 10 entitled

"Sffects of apartheid on the condition of women in southern.Afrioa”, and to renumber

orizinal item 10 as new iten 1ll.

13. Iiany representatives stressed the importance of the struggle to strengthen inter-
national peace and security and coabat colonialisi, racism, racial discrimination,
foreizn agyression wnd occupation and all forms of foreign domination, Some repre—
sentatlves expressed the wish that an 1ten could be added to the prov1s1onal agenda
of +he Conference concerning the Uuestlon of elaborating a draft declaration on the
participation of woaen in that struggle. On the other hand, sone repfeséntatives
questioned the advisability of deciding the question at the current session of the
Preparatory Committee, in view of the request made by the Economic and Social Council,
in its resolution 1078/2O to the Commission on the Status of Women to consider, at
its twenty—eighth session, the question of elaborating such a draft declaration with a

: c ecade for Woimen
view to subnitting it to the iorld Conference of the United NEthﬂS D nen.
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14, The text of the draf t provisional agenda for the Conference, as agreed on in the

general discussion, was 1ssued as document A/CONF. 4/PC/L 2,

Agenda item 3 (b): Orgenization of work

15, The Preparatory Committee felt thet there should He a generai debate at tne
beginning of the Conference, There was also agreement that the statements in.fhe

general debate should be limited to’approximately 15 minutes,

16, Several representatives pr0posed that in addition to a plenary, committees and .
worklng groups should be set up to facllltate the work of the Conference. Some repre-
Senuatlves prOposed the establlsnment of two committees, which had been done’at the
World Conference of the International lomen's Year, while other representatives pre-
ferred only one main committee, The nwiber of committees was considered to be dependent
on sevéral factors, such as the number of items to be discussed by the commi‘ttees and
the ‘overlapping among the facilities available, and the time schedule of meetings of

the "committees and working groups. 'This matter was therefore referred to the informal

working group for further consideration.

Agenda item 3 (c): Documentation,

17 The .Committee stressed that the success of the Conference wonld depend on the
quality of the documentation submitted to it and ruled that documents must be circulated
in all working languages well in advance, preferably three months before “the Conferences
The need to set a time—limit for receipt of the necessary docunents by Governments was
emphasized. '
18. At the request of several representatives, the Secretariat prepared a time schedule
for meetings and submission of documents for the World Conference.

19. tany representatlves shared the opinion that it might be necessary to recruit
consultants “to assist the Secretariat in preparing documents. One representative,
however, had reservations about the use of oonsultants, noting that in her country

experience had shown that serious work did not always result fron their employment.

20, Some representatives expressed concern about the expected move of the Centre for
Social Development and'Humanitarian Affairs from New York to Vienna and its possible
effect on the preparation of the documents and on the Conference itselfs They suggested
that consideration should be given to postponing the move to Vienna until after the

\
Conference in order to ensure that preparations for the Conference would not be

jeopardi zed .




2le Tn connection with the substance of the reports to be submitted to the Conference,

it uag generzlly felt thot such reports should be analytical, precise and action—
oriented and that they should cover the three objectives of the United Nations Decade

for llomen and, in addition, enphasize the subthese. Co-ordination betueen the regional

commiszions 2nd the various interested United ations agencies and departments of the
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ilong Secretariat was vitel in order to avoid unnecessary duplication. Some
representatiives siressed the iuportance of careful drafting in the preparation of the
questionnzire to Le addressed to Governmments as part of the review of progress

- ~ -

achieved anc obstacles encountered in the implementation of the torld Plan of Aqtion
an¢ the attzinment of the objectives of the Decade, and proposed that questions should
e short and precise and avoid duplicetion. This would enable Governments to answer

questions adeguately, thereby facilitating the revieu.

22. Some representiztives noted that the tiie schedule prepared by the Secretariat did
not include =211 Jocuments reguested in relevant resolutions of the EZconomic and Social
Councile .ioreover, the representative of Iran, in comaenting on the time schedule noted
that the Secretariat had proceeded on the assuaption that the Conference would be held
soaetise in 2 12280, while according to his Governinent, the Conference should
preferably ve held in iarch 1900 vhich was the most suitable timeé of the year in Teherans
also added that his Government would naturally abide by the recommendations of the
Preparatofy Comittee. The representative of the Branch for the Advancement of Uomen
explained that the Secretariat had proceeded in accorcance wifh’paragraph 2 of
General Assembly resolution 32/140 according to which "the Conference will in principle
be held at Teheran in ey 1980 for a period of two weels'. With reference to documenta-
tion, she pointed out that it was essential that only a limited nuiber of basic docu~—:
ments be suomitted to the Conference for its cons ideratio: in order to allow maximum:
concontratlon of the discussions. Documents such as reports of reglonal and sectoral
meetingé would be available to the Conference as background gaterlul. In this
connection, she referred to the annotations to the provisional agenda of the first.
session of the Preparatory Coumittee (&/CONF A/PC’/A‘J,_ and, more particularly,
to the documents mentioned therein, on pages 4 and 5, under review and appraisal and
the prograﬂme-bf action. The Preparatory Committee deCWded to proceed on the assuaption

that the Conference would be convened in iiay 1980 unless the Council decided otherwise.
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Agenda item 3 (a): Participation in the Conference

23, Several representatives, commending the tasks undertaken by non-governmental
organizations in their endeavour to iuplement the objectives of the Decade for Women -
and the World Plan of fction, suggested that non-governmental organizations should be
invited to participate in the Conferenceo Other representatives, however, stated that
only those noh-governnental organizations that held consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council should be invited, A number of representatives objeeted

to the convening of z meeting similar to the International Women'!s Year Tribume of
tlexico, which was held concurrently with the World Conference of the International
Uomen'" Year, 1975, on the grounds that the Tribume had creuted a poor 1ma " and hud
been unable to make any contribution to the deliberations of the ‘Conference. Some
representatives stressed the need for a closer partnership between non—governmentel
organizations and Governments, which would enable the non—governizental organizations to
meke an input through Governments. The need for adequate representation of non-
gOVanmental‘organizations from both developing and developed.countries wes streesed.

L few representatives Telt that interested non-govermmental organizefions in con-
sultative status with'the Icononiic and Social Council might De invitedvin order to
ensure the widest possible participation in the Conference. Further, the view was
expressed that non—vovernmentwl or~an1zat10ns shovld be given the 0pportun1ty to address
the Conference and 4o submit written statements. It was also uugpested that non-—-
governmentalrdfganizations themselves‘might‘select a few representatives with the
relevant expeftise to speak on their belialf at the Conference. The representative of
Iran indicated the preference of hiz Government for <he conﬁeniﬁg of a conference of

non-governmental organlzatlons two to three months before the Ccnference, wherever was

' deemed approprlate, which would enable the World Conference to comsider recommendations
emanating from the non-governmental organizetiouns! conference. It was generally agreed,
however, that the question of whether non-governnmental organizations should hold a

conference was a qatter to be decided by the non-governmental organizations themselves,

24, It was proposed that intergovernmental organizations should be invited to partici-

pate in the Conference.




tience itea 3 (e):  Secretwrsy—~Generad
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5 Several representatives proposed that the question of the appointient of a

Seceretory-General of tie Conference and her staff should be decided as soon as possibles
3oue representatives felt that the Secretory-General should be chosen from among the

<.
05T

sapanle women outside of the United Hations system so that she could work full-

ine on %he preporations of the Conference.

[2d

It was imperative that the Council for
Secizl Development and Humanitaricn Jffzirs collaborate closely with the Secretariat

of the Cenfercnce to ensure thot the preparations for the Conference were as efficient

. .

Azenda itew 2 (f): Rules of procedure

4

26. GCeveral representatives felt that the standard rules of procedure for United Nations

conferences irere adequste and saw no need to deviate Trom them.

Acendn iten 3 (g): Publicity for the Confererce

27. The rerresentative of the Secretariat introduced the information programme for
the Conference (A/COHF.94/PC/L.3) and explained that the estimated costs cited in the
docunert vere subject to modifications by the Budget Division of the Office of Financial

Services.

23. ileny representatives stressed the importance of adequate publicity for the
Conifersnce, In this regard, several representatives felt that the staff facilities and
ezpertise of the United Nations Office of Public Information should be utilized to the
nexiimua extent possible to publicize the Conference and other related activities. Some
representatives suggested that the Preparatory Committee should request the

General Assembly to male available the necessary budgetary appropriations included in the

budget of the Office of Public Information for the bienniua 1978-1979 (A/CONF-94/PC/L‘3)'





