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1 • . The Preparatory Committee considered agenda item 3 at its 3rd to meetings and 

at meetings of an informal working group of the whole, which the Committee established 

at its 6th plenary meeting in order to expedite consideration of a number of priority 

issues. ~ther, the Committee established! at its 9th meeting, a formal drafting 

group, composed of the representatives. of the German Democratic Republic, Egypt, Iran, 

liexico and the Netherlands, to propose specific recommendations to the plenary based 

on the discussions at the plenary meetings and in the informal working group. 

2. In its consideration of the item, the Preparatory Committee had before it a note 

by the Secretary-General on the implementation of the programme for the United Nations 

Decade for Women, including preparations for the World Conference (E/cu.6/610); the 

report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its ti-rnnty-seventh session 

(E/1978/32 (Part II)); and relevant resolutions of the first regular session, 1978, 

of the Economic and Social Council (E/REs/1978/28-34). 
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. • __ :: ir.-:ro~i.uc L1,; -::~c c";__o -:u..1c,1t::; 1 ·t" ic~ .\s::.:i~-t::.:1.t ~;irectar o :;:· t:l.3 i,rc.-:.r.ch for the 

;,c.l·-r::~~,cer,:ent of ·.·!o:,icr. of tile Centre for Soci.:i.l :Oevelopnent and Huma ni fa.rian Affairs 

:fir st re r,1.:la r session, 1978 , had 

~-.c.-:.opt cu , on i:.hc rcco .. ::·.1e1,do.tion of tn~ Co,.,:,1iss1.on on i;hc Sto:c;us of Wo,,1en 2..t its twenty­

:: c•.rr.:::-:h SCGG i01,, tl.rc-::: r-c~0 0L1. ~i0n::; ·foc'.t hc:.cl :~ clireot °joD,ring 011 the ac;enda and the . genere.l 

0ric:1t-..tion of the Con:i'orcncec She pointerl out tha t tha Council, in its resolu-

tio:1 :; 1972/20 2.nc. 1~78/2-~ 1 h2.c1 r -:: co,~:.iend.cd th2:t the followin ;~· i to,,1s shoul0. 1Je included 

i :, "~:w provi.sior:2,l ,-:_::cn:k :..~Oj_' t:1c l!orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for 

·.:o:.1e:: : rc·.,-ic·,: ::~:1~1- cv:.:.luc:tic:n. of the prozrC'SS .Jcscle in attaining the objectives of the 

U1, i tcci. 1: ;:::, tio:1s Dcc.::i,;lc for '.!o;·.1cn: ::..::c:U,).li ty 1 Development ancl Peace in the period from 

l'.)76 to l'.)2J, ::>t ti1e nc..·cionn.1 7 j_'O[;i .:ln2..l and intcrnc,tiona l levelsi progTai,lfne of action 

for ·foe seom1cl h'"'lf of the United. fattions Dec2.cle f or 1:Jomen: Equality, Development 

anc.l etr. i tc,.1 on the ,::iffe cts of apa rtheid on uomen in _ _.._ ___ _ 
sonthcr:::1 Africn.. She further st2.tca. th~:.t the Counci l had recor;:;·,1ended, in its resolu­

tion 1978/32 i the adoption of the s1.\bthcmc E,.:plo;y/1ei1.i ; HeaJ.th and Education for the 

Co!1ference, i:hose 0·v ,_· : ·-:- a ll objec.ti ve uoulcl. cont:i.nue to be, . however, the review and 

ev~lU2.tion of pro:;ress r;1ade in the first half of t he :Decacle e,nd the recornr;1endation of 

ch::i.n,;as anc. reacljustr.1ents for , t he sac0nd half of the Decad.e. The attention of the 

Con;~i ttee wc:s dra\-m to -the C:.raft provisiona l a genda for - the Conference prepared by 

the Secretc1riat ( :'i./ CO:i.TF o 94/Pc/L. 13) i 2.ncl. to the following _ documents: "Preliminary 

esti;.:ates of the cos t of prepa rat~.ons for tlle 1930 United Nations Conference on the 

Decac"!.e for 1.:onen11 (li.jco:TF.c_;t/Fc/1.6) a nd ·•An inforr.1ation progra.-,1rne for the World · 

Conference of the Uni tee. i:T2.tions Decade for l'Joi",1en 7 1980 - Teh eran, Iran" 

(!l/CO:TI<'.94/PC/L.3). 

4~ The :!inister o~ St2,te of Iran in charge o:' 1r!o,nen I s a ffairs addressed the Committee, 

She stressed the i~·.1portance 1-,hicr. h9r Governrnent attached . to. the Gornmi ttee 's work and 

to the 19C-O Conference. She obs erved that the Commission on the Status of Wo:nen, at 

its tuenty-seventh session, had initia ted_ the pr(?parations for the conference, and that 

::i.t leas t three regions h.2..d incorporated the 1:iinimum 01J jecti ves for the 1980 Conference 

ir, their regiom:l pl2,n s of action. The =-Iinister stated tha t the Conference should 

ensure that the oojecti ves of the United Nations Decade for Woi·i1en were impleiilented at 

the national, regional and international levels ~ She stressed the need for collabora­

tion bet,1een Governr.1ents and. 1!omen 's organiza tions and mentioned that her country's 

national plan of action had evolvec. through such joint efforts. She expressed the hope 
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that the 198-0 Conference would give adequate attention to the problews of women in the 

developing countries and that the specialized agencies would be invited to make a 

contribution. -With r egard t9 the preparations for the Conference being undertaken by 

her Government, she sta:t;ed- that a special committee had been established for that 

purpose and that it was awai tin6 the recor.m1endatio11s of the Preparatory Cor,lini ttee. 

Agenda i tern 3 (a): Provisional agenda 

5c In the discussion of agenda item 3 (a), it was agreed that both the agenda of the 

Conference and the dccru;1entation should be action-oriented and concentrate on priority 

areas and concrete projects and proposa ls. That approach should also apply to all 

inputs to the Conference. The need to ·pay special. attention to the specific problems 

of women in developing· countries was generally e;;1phasized in that connection. 

6. Hith regard to the subtheme of Employment, Health and Education recommended by 

the Economic and. Social Council, there was agTeement that those priority areas were 

most important. However, a few repres entatives expressed the view that those areas 

should be considered by the Conference in a broader .context, Some representatives 

expressed their concern that the subtheme should not be allowed to overshadow the 

threefold rnain theme of the Decade 1 Equality, Development and Peace, which, they indi..;., 

cated, should be spelled out in the provisional agenda . 

7e The representativ_e of Egypt proposed cl.n amendment to item 8 of the .draft pro-_ 

visiona l . c1genda of the Conference (A/CONF. 94/Pc/L.13) to include the words "Equality) 

Development and Peace" after the word irnec~de 11 • 
. . . -

80 In connection with review and eva luation of progress E1ade, it was felt that 

attention should also be given to the obsta cles that i,1ight have been encountered thus 
: 

far in attempting to att_ain the objectives of the Decade and the mini~num objectives 

set forth in the World Plan of ~'i.ction. 

9. The representative of Iran proposed that i tern 8 of the draft pro·nsional a ge:ada 

should be ame.nded to in ~l,1nP. ::i. rP.ference to obstacles enco11n:tered . Both amend~i1ents were 

adopted by consensus. 

10. Several representatives welcomed item 9 of the draft provisional agenda and noted 

that the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 1978/30, had recommended that 

the provisional a genda of the Horld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 

198o, should include "Programme of action for the second half of the United Nations 

Decade for Women, 1981 to 1985. 11 



ll. ?i1-.:: rc~2'cser;t.:..t:!.ves o f"• · ·,:-1n-t cl y - • 
• - J"G,, ! J J.n ugos .L::.:.via pro:9osed that i te;-,1 9 should be amended 

to rco..d 2.s follo~s : 

"'.) • ?rol'..r2.,·.--_·.1e of :'.ct::.0~1 for the second. half of the Decade for lfo~en: 

,,i -;;h the ai::~ of ir'.'!p lrn,1Gntinc the Horld 

?l~n of ~ction (l~Sl-1$35 ) 

(2.. ) i~c . .-~io:12 ~. st::.'atc[;ies for ·.:o:·.1en 1 s integTation in 
ccon'.)::iic 2.nd. s ocial clcvelopi,1ent iri th special 
c,.1r,h::s is on the su·bthc111e) 

(::.) Pl2.m1ir:. e, and , ·.cni torin[; 

(ii) ::c,tion2.l , . .;::,chineries 

(b) i':r'.. tiono.l targe+, s and o'ujecti v0s re garding the 
sutthc.ane on :2!.1plo~r.·.1ent, Health and Education 

(c) Rel,;iono..l 2.nd inter;'1a tiona l strategies". 

The Co,.1r:ittee 2..cl op+e;l_ +·11A~P. , t ' v - " ___ 2.uenn,.1en s . uy consensus. 

12, It \,as Generally c16reed tha t the draft provisional agenda for the Conference should 

includ.e ar. i t<::~1 on the effec~s of a1,x1r_theid on the condition of women in southern Africa, 

:;any r •3 present2.tives noted that the issue had. been extensively discussed by the Comrnissior 

on the Stc:::. tus of ~:or·!1en at tl1e t u enty-s eventh t::lessioa und tha t the Economic and Social· 

Council ha cl recoi',i:-,1end.ed 1 in its resolution 1$7G/33, the inclusion in. the 2,genda for 

the ~!orlc:3. Con fereYice of . the United iTa.tions Decade for Wor,1en of an item on "effects of 

:~par_the~C: on ·.10;uen in s outhern ,~frica 11 • The Coi:1.mi ttee consequently decided to amend 

the draft provision2., l agenc:.a for the Conference to include a new item 10 entitled 

11:Jffects of iJ.partheid. on the condition of wo;:ien in southern Africa", and to renumber 

ori,;inal i tern 10 2.s ne ~,r i t m.1 11. 

13. ~iany represent2.t i ves stressed tl1e importance of the struggle to strengthen inter­

national pea c e and security a nd co;.1bat colonia lisi,1 , racisr,1 7 racial discrii-.1ination, 

foreign agC:,rression and occupation and. all forr.1s of foreign domination. Some repre­

sentatives expressed · the u ish that an i te;:1 couli:-1 be e,dded to the provisional agenda 

of the Conference concerning the question of elaborating a draft declaration on the 

participation of i10;:1en in that struggle. On the other hand, sone representatives 

questioned the 2.dvisability of deciding the question a t the current session of the 

Preparatory Coim1i ttee, in vie,! of the request made by the Econo,"iric and Social Council, 

in its resolution 1578/2$ , to the Co,mnission on t he Status of Women to consider, at 

its t, renty-eighth session, the question of ela'oorating· such n draft declaration with a 

view to sub:.:i tting it to the Hor-ld. Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women. · 
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14° The text of the draft provisional agenda for the Conference 
• • ... . . ' . . ' as agreed on in the 

general discussion, was issued as clocttrnent A/cmJF.94/pc/1.2. 

~genda item 3 (b): Organization of work 

15° The Preparatory Committee felt th~t there should be a general debate at the 

beginning of the Conference. There· ,:ra:s also agreement that the statements in the 

general deoa te should be limi tecl tc)° approximately 15 minutes. 

16n Several representatives proposed that in addition to a plenary, committee.s and . 

worl<:ing groups· should be set up to facilitate the work of the Conference~ Some repre­

sen-tati ves proposed the establishment of two co:mrni ttees, which had been done at the 

World. Conference of the International 1Jomen 's Year, while other representatives pre­

ferred only one main committee. The l1Ulitber of committees was considered to be dependent 

on several facto:rs, such as the number of items to be discussed by the corili11i ttees and 
' . . 

the overlapping a;i1ong the facil:i.. ties available, and the time schedule of meetings of 

the committees and working groups. This matter was therefore referred to the informal 

working group for further consideration. 

~~enda i tern 3 ( c) : Docm11enta ti on . 

17a The ,Com.~ittee stressed that the success of the Conference would depend on the 

quality of th0 documentation submitted to it and ruled that documents must be circulated 

in all working languages well in advance, preferably three months before ·the Conference~ 

The ne_ed to set a ti.i1e-limi t for :receipt of the necessary docu.r.,ents • by Governments was 

emphasized. 

18~ At the request of several representatives 1 the Secretari.:it prepared a time schedule 
-· 

for meetings and submission of docurnents for the World Conference. 

19. I:Iany representativ:es shared the opinion that it might be necessary to recruit 
. __ , , .. ' 

consultants to assist the Secretariat in preparing docui:1ents. One ,rElpresentative, 

however, had reservations about the use of consultants, noting that in her country 

experience had shown that. serious work did not always result from_ their e1i1ployii1e;1t. 

20 _ • . Some representatives expressed concern about the expected move- of the Centre for 

So_cial Development and HUJ,1ani tarian Affairs fror.1 New York to Vienna and its pbssible 

effect on the preparation of the docmnents and 0;1 the Conference itself~ They suggested 

that consideration should be given to postponing the i,1ove to Vienna until after the 
. I Conference in order to ensuxe that preparations for t:i.e Conference would not be 

jeopardized., 
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?1 T --~ • .. n connectio:-i. ,ri th the subst:mcc of the r8ports to be subui tted to the Conference, 

it ·.:::-.c c;ct1cr:-sll~.,r fcl t thc1t S'..1.c~1 repor·ts should be ana.lytical, precise and action­

oric::°tc(~ r'..ml t!1.:.t they shoulc. cover the three o"ujecti ves of the Uni tod Nations Decade 

f'or ·.:0 :-:10:: n.::C., ir. 2.d:ii tion, m.1ph.-..sizc the subthe . .1e. Co-ordination 1Jctimen the regional 

-.::0 :::;-:,ir; s io:1:::: :::.nc. ·foe v..::.rioll.'.:l i;:tcrested. Uni tecl lTations n.gencies and departi:1ents of the 

Uni ~c~~ 112..-'~~-or.c Sccrcto.ri2.t ;m.s ,.,-·_tr·.l in order to 2.void unnecessary duplication. So,ne 

rcprcscr:.t:::.~.;ivcs stresscl'. the L1port2.nce of careful draftinc in the preparation of the 

qucstionr.::.irc to "..:>e c1.d('i.re:rnecl to GovcrnE1ents a.s part of the reviei-J of progress 

achieved. c'..m: o":Jstr>.,cles encountered in the L1plei',1ent~tion of the Uorlcl Pla,n of A?Uon 

2.nc'. the att2..im.1ent of the 01)jocti ves of the Decade, and proposed that _ questions should 

·Jc short 2-nct precise and avoid duplication. This would enable Governments to answer 

questions .:i.c'..e c;u.c:.tely, there:)y fo.cili ta ting the revieu. 

22. So,,1e represent::.ti ves notec.1. that the ti;.10 schedule prepared by the Secretariat did 

not include .::,,11 c'l.octu:1cnts recruested. in relevant resolutions of the Econoraic and: Social 

Council. :;oreover, the represent2..tive of Iran, in co;-,1.1enting on the th1e schedule noted 

th~t the Secretariat lncl :proceeded on the assu:Jption that_ the Conference would b.e held 

so .. 1eti,:1e in ::a~:· l;:20, 1-:hile accordin6 to his Governi':1ent, the Conference should 

prcf~ra1Jl~i ,Je held in ~:arch 1980 uhich uas the most suitable tir.1e of the year in Teheran. 

;fe n.lso 2.dded that his Government i-rould naturally 3,bicle by the recommendations of the 

Preparator~r Co,,1Di ttee. '!'he representative of the Branch for the Advancement of Homen 

expk,ined that the Secretariat had proceed.eel in accordance with paragraph 2 of 

Gener2.l .\sse1,1bly resolution 32/140, according to uhich "the Conference will in principle 

be held at Teheran in ~i2,y 1900 for a period of ti-10 Heel:s'.'. Hi th reference to docUJ.--:1enta­

tion, she pointed out that it uas essential tlmt only a lLni tec3. mLJber of basic docu­

ments '!:)e suomi tted to the Confer.ence for its considerc1tio~1 in order to allow r,1axirnum 

conccntra.tion of the discussions. Documents such as reports of :regional and sectoral 

meetings i·rould be available to the Conference as backgrouncl ::1ateri2.l. In this 

connection, she referred to the annotations to the provisional agenda of the first 

session of the Prepar2,tory Co::.i:::1ittee (A/cmJF.9L!/PCl/Acld .. l) a."'ld, more particularly, 

to the docTu·,1ents mentioned therein, on pages 4 and 5, uncl.er review anc3. appraisal and. 

the progr2.:.1r:1e of action. The Preparatory Co;,m1i ttee decided to proceed on the assumption 

that the Conference ·would be convened in nay 15'80 unless the Councii decided other'wise. 
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23° Several representatives, commending the tasks rmdertaken by non-governmental 

ore,anizations in their endeavour to L1pler.1ent the objectives of the Decade for Wo:nen 

and the World Plcm of Action, suggested that non-governmental organizations should be 

invited to participate in the Conference~ Other representatives, however, stated that 

only those non-governmental organizations that held consultative status uith the 

Ec0110ii1ic and Social Council should be invited. A number of representatives objected 

to the convening of a meeting sii;1ilar to the International Homen 's Year Tribrme • of 

i!exico, 1-Jhich was held concurrently with the Uorld Conference of the International 

Homen's Year, 1975 7 on the grounds that the Tribune had crec:,ted a poor image· and had 

been unable to make any contribution to the deliberations of the Conference. S01"i1e 

representatives stressed the need for a closer partnership between non-governmental 

organizations and Governments, which would ena'ble the non-gove_rnrnental o_rga1:_i_zations to 

:nake an input_ through Goverm1ents. The need for adequate representation of non­

government2.l . organizations from both developing and. developed. countries was stressed. 
• . 

1\ few representatives felt that interested non-governmental organizations in con-

sultative status vii th the Econor,iic and Socia l Council ;night be invited in order to 

ensure the widest possible participation in the Conference. Further, -the view was 

expressed that non-goverll!-nentc.l organizations should be given the opportunity to address 

the Conference and to submit written stateme!lts. It was also suggested that non-
t" . . • 

governmentai organizations themselves mi ght select a, few represente,ti ves with the 

relevant expertise to speak on their behalf a,t the Conference. The representative of 

Iran indicated the preference of hi ::; Government for t he cor.venil1g of a conference · of 

non-goveri-irnental organizations two to three 1:11onths before the Ccnference, wherever vi'as 
• I 

deerded app~opriate, which would enable the ·1forlcl Conference to consid~r recom,11endations 

emanating from the non-governmental or{sanizD,tio11s' conference. It was generally agreed, 

however, that the question of whether non-governnental organizations should hold a 

conference was a ua~ter to be decided. by the non-governmental or[;anizations themselves. 

24. It was proposed that intergovernmental organizations should be invited to partici­

pate in the Conference. 
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2) • Scvcr2.l r0prcscnt':l.. ti vc;::; proposed. thc!.. t the question of the appointi:1ent of a 

:3c s r c t ~.r;/-8•:merc.l oi' t;1e Conference ar.cl her staff should be decided as soon as possible. 

:-~oi,1C repre::::cDt2..tivcs felt tho.:t tl1c Secret::-.ry-General should be chosen from among the 

::iost :::1:p::'.."~ 10 ,:0;~1en outside of the UJ1i tecl ifa tions system so that she could Hork full­

ti::'3 on ~;he prepc:r2-tions of the Conf'3rence. It ,-,o.s irnpsrati ve that the Council for 

Socic:.l :Jevclop,11ent cl.ntl Hur:1ani tr:.ri:.n :.ffrairs colLl~)or~te closely with the Secretariat 

of the Ccr .. fcrcnce to ensure th,'.t the prep2..r2.tions for the Conference were as efficient 

Rules oi' procec.:1E"'_{;_ 

26. Scver;::.l represent2..ti ves felt that the stamlard rules of procedure for United Nations 

confere:1ccs '.,ere 2..dcqu~te 2.nd. SE'..H no need to deviate from thern. 

;i. ;;en ::J.:::. i tc~1 3 (.:::): P~blici t:v for the Conferer..ce 

27. 'fi1e rerresentati ve of the Secretarin:t introduced the information prograrn:ne for 

the Conference (A/COi:IF. S'fJ/PC/L.3) ancJ. explained. tha t the estima ted costs cited in the 

dccuner..t ,-:ere subject to ;:1odifications ·by the Budget Division of the Office of Financial 

Services. 

23 . 1:2..:1y representatives stressed the importance of adequate publicity for the 

Conference. In this reG-ard, se•1eral representatives felt that the staff facilities and 

e:-:pcrtise of the United. nations O:fice of Public Information should be utilized to the 

n2.::-:L1u.·.1 extent possible to :p'J.blicize the Conference 2.nc.l other related. activities. Some 

represent2.ti ves sug·gested that the Preparatory Cmnmi ttee should request the 

General Assembly to raake available t11e necessary buclgetary appropriations included in t he 

budget of the Office of Public Information for the 1Jiennium 1978-1979 (A/CONF.94/Pc/L.3)• 




