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1. The Commission has issued several press releases since December, calling on the new
authorities to break the cycle of violence and serious violations of human rights and
humanitarian law that has affected Syria for over 14 years, and to usher in a new
rights-respecting era. To ensure truth and justice for victims of such violations and to
ascertain the fate of missing relatives, it has called for safeguarding and preserving
documentation and evidence, including in former detention facilities and in mass graves.
Syrian civil society, supported by the international community, can and must play a central
in these efforts, for which a continued expansion of Syria’s civic space is key. As hostilities
continue in the north and north-east of the country, the Commission has also called on all
parties in the conflict to protect civilians and comply with international law, and to break the
destructive cycle of pillage and plunder that the Commission has previously and frequently
documented in the wake of shifts in territorial control and mass displacement. It has also
called on the international community to support Syrians to rebuild Syria, including by
suspending sectoral sanctions imposed on the former authorities, facilitating rebuilding
efforts and ensuring increased levels of humanitarian aid.

2. Links to the press releases, in reverse chronological order, are included in the below
list:

‘Web of Agony’: UN Commission’s report unveils depths of former
government’s detention crimes during first decade of Syrian war
27 January 2025

English

UN Syria Commissioner underscores solidarity with the Syrian people in a first
mission to Syria since the Commission’s establishment

9 January 2025

English

UN Commission of Inquiry team visits Syria, welcomes encouraging signs by
new authorities to engage on human rights issues, and urges protection of mass
graves and evidence

20 December 2024

English

UN Syria Commission calls for protection of civilians, humane treatment of
ex-combatants and the safeguarding of evidence of crimes

16 December 2024

English

Never again: UN Syria Commission urges incoming authorities to break the
cycle of violence and usher in new rights-respecting era

08 December 2024

English

Brutality of past years must not be repeated, or Syria will be driven onto a hew
trajectory of atrocities, warns UN Commission

03 December 2024

English
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/web-agony-un-commissions-report-unveils-depths-former-governments-detention
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-syria-commissioner-underscores-solidarity-syrian-people-first-mission
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/un-commission-inquiry-team-visits-syria-welcomes-encouraging-signs-new
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/un-syria-commission-calls-protection-civilians-humane-treatment-ex
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/never-again-un-syria-commission-urges-incoming-authorities-break-cycle
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/brutality-past-years-must-not-be-repeated-or-syria-will-be-driven-new
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