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realize the aims of International Uomen•~ Year submitted 

bz the Women rs International Democratic Federation, a 
non-governmental orga.nization •in category I status 

with the Economic and Social Council 

I 

The problem of ensuring women's equality as one of the principles of democracy and 

of respect for human rights has acquired. special_ urgency and meaning in the -world today. 

Women realize this and are active participants iri the struggle for its solution. 

The International Women 's Year, observed U?der the slogan E:_ruality, Devel_opment, 

Peace, was a great event in international life that drew the attention of the 

United Nations, governments, and broad sections of the world public to the situation of 

women in society. 

The active support given to International Women's Year bot h by the public .an~ 

governments · showed the important role of women in the world todey and the recognition 

given to their contribution to the common struggle ._of the peoples for peace, national 

independence, democracy, social progress and the d~velopment .of friendship and co

operation among nations. It confirmed, . on the other hand , that the inequality between 
. . 

women and men in the great majority of countries is an acute social problem, a.nd that 

i ta solution is an urgent tas!<: for the whole of socie"bJ. 

id. 78-4160' •• 
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. The I_nternational U~men 1s Yea:r ,:ms m&-ked by t wo major f orums , the United llations 

Horld Conference in lZexico City, i-ri. th delegations from 133 states and froID over a 

hundred i:1on- governr:1ental organizations participating in its work , and the World Congress 

in :Oerlfn ,-ihich uas c,ttended by about tNo thousand representatives of social organiza

tions iu 141 countries a.nd 80 international organizations. 

The Declare.tion and the World Plan of Action o.dopted at the I.iexico Conference, 

c.nd the documents of the Berlin World Congross and of r.umy other meetings that took 

place in Interm:.tional \lomen 's Yea.r, conder.m imperialisr,1 , - colonialism, _ nee-colonialism, 

fascisr:11 zionisu , apartheid and racial discrimination, call for· action in favour of 

disari:.or,1ent, der,mnd socio,,,econornic transforr,1ations and ·procluim the need for full 

equality of r.1en and ,iomen in rights , opportunities and responsibilities. The documents 

contain specific _recoma end2,ti~:,1s to governments, to intergovernmental and social orga.ni-
. . . . . 

zations on eli1dnating the ine(!Uali ty of .r~raen and -on integrating t}:lem, as active 

pc.rtners 1 in political i econoi:11c, cultural ··and social life, 0:nd they set concrete tasks 

for the ten-year period J.976-1°965· .to i raprove the· status df women. 

The decisions uhich uere adopted in connection with International Women ' s Year 

convincinGlY demonstrate that the achievement of women ' s equality is inseparable from 

the strengthening of pe2.ce , national independence and der,1ocracy; they emphasize that 

the pr~-~-ess. of ::solving uomen 1 s pro"'uiems is closely _lirr.ced witl~ ·social progress and 

ui th ensuring u fa.vourable international si tun.tion ·· _ ir.1provement of the relations be-
.. 

tueen str,tes c::.ncl respect for tlle principles of equal rights, respect for national 

sovereignty, non- interference in t he internal 2,ffairs of states, non-use of force or 

the ti.1reat of force - as uell as with impler.1enting the principles of peaceful co

existence and understanding ar,1ong peoples; they reflect the i;-rowing .. participation of • 

wor,1en in the movement for n2.tional liberation, o.gainst colonialism, against rc.cism an.d. 

apartheid., for full exercise of human rights. · 

The outcoi,1e of the Interna.tiona.l Uor.1en ' s Year, including the resolutions of the 

i:Ie:xico Conference, c:l.nd questions pertaining to the status and the role of ,iomen in 

society uere discussed at the 30th session of' the United· Ifotions General Assembly. 

The Asse;;1'i;ly G.dopted a nur.1ber of resolutions which reaffirm and develop the. positive 

results of the Year. 

A decision of the 30th session of the United lfotions Genere,l Asser.1bly proclaimed 

the l)eriod of 1976 to 19G5 as the United Nations Decade for Women. The purpose ~-f the 

1 Of Ac-t1• on ..,11d other i unorta.nt documents ad.opted 
Dec&il.e is to i rnpler.1ent the World P an = -
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in the course oi' t:rn Internr,~fo,1al Homen 1s Year c.fs:i.gned to n.chieve retl political, 

soci~l, econoritic and cultural equality for uomen 211d to secure the fullest possible 

pc:.rticipation of 1·10iaen in the stru:;sle for the stre~gthening of international peace 

and for disc.rmar.1ent, for the final elimination of all· forr,1s of colonialism and racisi·,1, 

for t he achievement'.· and consolio.c1,tion of n~tional i :ndependence, for respect for 

national sove7:eignty, for the dev_elopment of co-'operation and understzi.nd~ng among 

peoples, ··and for the establishr.vmt of_ a llet·r Interne,tional Iconor,1ic Order uhich ~-,ould. 

given woi·,1en in ·ma11y countries i,1ore opportu.--u ties to particip,'.te in •?l,11 spheres of 

social life. 

. -
These decisioi'1s r.1et ui th Harm approval on the part of the world public. 

A practical step towards the realization of ~he Progrc.iim1e of the United Natio11s 
,, 

D~cad._e for }fo;nen is the creati ·on o.nd 2..ctivities of t he Intern~.tional Committee for the • i 
. . 

United. i'Tations Decade for Woii1en which was set up on the basis of the Steering Cor..r,1i ttee 

of the lforld Congress in :nehi n , consisting of representatives of internationnl, 

regional and nationc.l non-gov0rnmental or.:;a.nize,tions Z'.11(.l co-operating·-wi th the 

United.Nations a.rid its · speci8iized agencies. 

For each of the four main aspects of its activities - pen.ce and disarra1ament, prob-
' • 

lems of 1"10r:!:ing i,-.ornen, elimination of illiteracy among women, the situation of children 

t he Comr,1i ttee has' worked out concrete prograi,1ii1es nn.d be6',111 i1:1plernenti ng them. 

The first importa.11t specific action of the Decade Conu;,i ttee is · the preparation 

for .::.'1d holdin.; of a Uorld Conference "Por a Pe<?..ceful a.nc\ Secure ituture for All 

Children•;· in 1979 in c~nnectio11 wi ti, the Interno..tiom".l Yea of the Child.~ 
. . 

Convinced t hat the· Unitecl Nations Decade for Homen creates very fuvoura'ble oppor-

t uni ties to further intensify actic,n for tl1e a.chiever,ient of genuine equality of NOi.len, 

ai"'ld to increase their role in tl~e life of society, the Wonen' s I nternational Democr atic 

Federation is actively 'pa.rticipcl.ting in the Nork of the Decade Co1ru;1i ttee. 

II 

As a ,,omen's or,saniz~tion cor;u;iitted to inplementing the World Plan of Action elld 

the decisions of the ·world Congress , and fully aware o:f :i.ts resr,onsi'bility for ful

filling the Prospective Pla11 of Activities adopted at its 7th Congres~ (Berlin , 1975) , 

the Homen Is I:itern:1tional Deraocra.tic Federation is deter:-.d.ned to mal~e t~1e fullest 
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l_)ossible use of +.~.,_e Uni· ted ,,r t· D --1 • ' t l • ~ i~a 1.ons ecau.e u1 ora.er o 2,cneve uomen 1s equality and 

ensure their full participc>,tion in· the econOii1ic, socie.l 1 political and cultural life 

of their countricn . 

In 2.ccord.a."1ce d . tl1 tl1e ;>rcspecti ve Pl211 1 the Women ' s Internation.?J. Democratic 

~ed.eration hc.G held vc.rious iatcrnc,tiorwl and regional ser:1in2.rs: on the probler,1S of 

rurc:.l ,:o~.1C:!'l (Sofia, 1975); on the contri butio:1 of uo1;1e11 .:,nd their organizations to 

the L.?.ti;1 1\ncriccm develop,,iCnt :process; the ·tr.:1ns:nationo.,ls and their interference in 

c1..e,10lo:,_;1:1e;1t (?.::-..12r,1::-.1 1~77); on the role of 1;1omen and tl1eir orga-'l'lizations in the 

ctr~c{;le c:.:;cin:::;t colonii.~lisr,1 7 neo- coloni~lisr.1, racinl d.i scrfr.1inatiou and 9-J2_artheid_1 

for n.::.tiono.l indc;,)C,1dence 1 de,.1ocr2.c3r ~.ad 11e.:ce ( Cona!::r;,,-1 1977); on the tas):s of 

1,omen ' s or5ani w .:tions and other pu'iJlic forces in prepcrinc; for the Int ernational Year of 

the Child (Pr.1,31.1c 7 19TT); on the situation oi' the cl1ild in A.sia today (1Jew Delhi, 1978); 

n11d in co- oper2,tio:1 -.:i th other ii1ternational Hor .. 1en' s organiz2,tions1 on "HomM and Uorld 

Din,~r;.1<'.f,1011t11 (Vimu1:si lS''f 3) . 

In Lur,,m<.Q. i:1 19'{:.3 c, rott."l(i.-t2.ble ;·.1eetil1c uas held on the intenGificatio;i of soli

u.2-ri ty 1:it.h the chilcircn 1 tl1e uoi:~en 2,ml tlie l)eoples of Sout hern Afric2. in t l.eir struggle 

for :10,tio:1c.l libcrc.:tion , independence, de1~ocr:::'.c~: Y developr,1ent ~d pea ce. 

'i'hcc0 event a· contri ,mt ed. to 2.n o'uj ecti ve o:.1alysi s of tl1e Gi tu;:1.t ion of ,·mmen of 

di::cre:1t , ·r•.l:~:::; of life L1 ,,~an~, cotmtries c.ncl hel ped Pl~P out future lines of action 

:for ;;;,~ir O('_:Ut'.li t:,, , t:::.~:inc; i:1to consiclero.tion the specific socin.l conditions prevailing 

in thecc cotmtrien , :;1tl re.:Jons. 

:1. s2r·ies o: o·~i1er uc:::i.nc.rs c..re !)12,nneo. to deJ.l ui th di ffero::.1t o.s9ects of uo,,1en I s 

r,ro1..ile::,G . T~!C first of -t:-,eco :,ill "be i:..1 ~m~~z>ent ~.-t the end. of 1973 a.:n.rl Hill be devoted 

to the )ro0le:-.~s of ·.,or:::i.::1.:; HO;-.:cn. 

T~ie ·.Io:,1en ' s I:1t er:w.tiontl DeLJocrD.tic Ped.eration shc:.res the point of view formu-

1;.-.ted ii1 the Pre.:-.:·.1u?. e to the U.1.i tecl iT.:-:i;io:ns :1Jorl<l Pla n of Actio;-i t~10.t 11There are . 

,.. d. f.t:- • +11e qi;' .---.tus o"'i.· 1,•o·.•.•1e11 i·n c'l_i· ·i."Yerent countries and re.tions of si;;ni2ic~.i1t J.. i cro~,ces li1 v • - - -

t'. _e ,:orld. ;:l1ich ar-.i rooted in tl1e politicti,1 1 eco~1or,1ic and social structure, the cultur31 

fr,::ne: ior:: c>.nd the level of t"~evelopuent of ee.ch cov..ntry'
1 

• 

III 

· ., ·r I ,r,_,_.,,. ..,.nd t ~1e a,do·_•)tion of the The ooservc.nce of the Internatio,w, ... •: onen s .1. s.,w <-

pl:>.!' 
0

_f' .'•ct; 011 r.t; •,~. ul2,t ed. r'.ctionr; to 8-chi eve uo:;1en I s equality U~i tea. ifo.tions ~-Jorlcl ---· • ... - ... " 

in r_:::: .. n.;:.c cou:.-itries . 
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The energetic action taken by brond sections of t he public for il:ipler:iento:tion of 

the Prograrnr.te of the United Nations Decade for Wor:1en resulted. in some countries in the 

adoption of new laws establishing ~egally t he equality of rights for uo1;1en ;in the 

vocational and social S::>heres and grc::nting women more ri_;,.1ts in reg'ard to marriage and 
family. 

In a nuniber of countries, the constitutions were 8l'ilended to provide for equal 

rights in matters of employment, Governments as well ao the public at large began to 

PeJ" more attention to the problems of :JOr]:ing: woi.1en, Hho have become more active in the 

struggle for their rights. In recent years there has been fruitful co-operation be

tween women I s organizations and tro.de union , youth and otber organizations and joint 

action has been taJ~en for the improver.tent of the ai tuetion of 1-1or.1en uorkers . As a. 

result•, practical measures have been taken in some countries to ir.1prove co1tdi tions of 

work for working women and to apply the principle of equal po.y for equal work. 

In the socialist countries, where the all-round personc>l developr.1ent and equal 

rights. of women a.re an essentic>.l part· of the social system, new arrangements are con

stantly being· made to ensure optir,mm condi tio11s for wor,1en to combine their 

responsibilities as motl1ers , ~10rlcers ru.1d citizens. This corresponds to the interests 

of tromen themselves and of society !l..s a 1!l1ole. 

Huch worlc was done in many countries to eliminate illitert),Cy nmong women, to 

improve their professional s1cills 1 to dr2,w women int o production, n.nd to improve living 

and uorking conditions for Nomen, especially in rural ·areas . 

But the Women ' s Internationn.l Der.1ocratic Federation ;:md its national oreaniza.tions 

a.re fully at1are that concrete measures in the interests of , romen have not been t~lcen 

in all the countries where the need is really urgent . A nur,1ber of c:1cute social prob

lems still exist 
7 

and im1;1ediate a ction is. required to solve .them within the framework 

of the United Nations Decme f or Women. 

Problems still awci ting solution in raany countries of t he world i nclude equal pey

f or equaJ. Hor!: , . the _access of ,TOi·,1en to oJ.l l,il'lds of education, professional training 

t ~.3 1 e t fo"' ,·O•1en conI"or',1ina- to their sl:ills, the ri~ht and re-trr:i.ining, gun.ran e,::,.,:. ~mp o;ym n ... . ,. , _ 

to social security, and recognit ion and eJ:ercise of the right of access to culture. 

• · t • f d ·t11 an e·::tr"'"'ely ,,cute proi.Jlei,l of combining Working Homen 111 many cow1 ri es nre • ace ~ _, '-'U '"' . 

their professional a.ctivi ties Ni th their function as ri,others , COUl)led ui th th~t of 
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nrotection 'ror ~no-:-.l1er ,,,,,.,_a, c'J11' ld. 1111 bl • d • tl • l:' •· v -..-... le pro er,is connec,;e ,a 1 improving the st2.tus of 

ru.r~l 1:or.1en c.re li!-:e,·n.se in urgent neec1_ of solution. Specicl e,ttention should also 

':)e Ji ve,1 tc the probler,1 of elimia2.ting cl{scrLni:n,dion ag2.i:nst girls and young women. 

::any countries 2.re in ,:;rer.t ;1ced of improved fa.ii1ily and 1:iarrie,ge laws and of legal 

l!.nd. c.:.ctuc~l equnli ty o:f ri0hts for wor,1en in society. 

Uhile ;.12~>1;:,' cou;1~ries h2.ve eaacted neu lm1s i·,1odif31inz the l _egal status of uor.1en, 

c..nd r:i::.ny h,we r 2..tifi erl international i11strui:1e11ts on ensuring wor.1en ' s equality, most 

of tl,cse docur.1c:1.ts c.re <'- ::!..on0 w::..y fro;-,1 beinG impler,1entecl bec~rnse the 1aet!nS to guarantee 

such i?:1pleme11tntion 2.re l.=,_c!::ing. 

It ohould be c:,1p;, .?,sizecl thc:.t I in ti1e case of r.1or:1en ii1 o. number of countries 7 the 

first ye::::.rs of the Uni tecl lfo..tiorn:; Decac1e he,ve not brought progress in the achieve,i1ent 

of tl:cir [l.ctuo.l e(fllo.J.it;:,r . On the contre.ry, these yo2..rs ho.ve been rn:,.rked by a further 

uorsenin3" of their situ2.tion, uhich Has clre2.Cly dif'ficult enough. The groHth of un

c-;.1:)lo;yr.1cnt , the risints cost of living, i nflo.t ion, the constont groi-rth of military 

r;per.clij1:'._; in ;::~w cou11tri en - 2,ll this i o a. heavy burden for HOrldng uomen and their 

f~-l.1ilicn . T;,e 2.cute eco110;:1ic. _cricis 1 11!1id1 affects o. lar.5e nur.1'oer of countries 1 

result::; in the continu2.t:i.on of t~1e actuo.l inequcli ty of :-10r.1e11 and plQ.ces further 

obcto.cl eo i:1 t:1e ,;;_W of iE1l)ler.1ent;.,tion of tl:c princir,les of equal rights . 

-::✓cry clc,1/' r:,illions of \:O;-,ien llr.ve to f.-.ce such proble:·,1s o.s the high cost of medicn.l 

r:.ssistc.nce , t'.1e aGgra.v2.tio11 of the housins crisis, the c:ccute short0:;e of pre-school 

chilc.1- cc.re iasti tuticno , the feelin0 of insecuri t~, :-,.nd lo.c'..: of prospects f or young 

pCO!>le. -.101.,er. of the i1orlt, D.re co;.1il1G to rec..lize .,1ore nnd i.;ore tllo..t • a.chieving a 

lc,::;tini:; i)Cc.cc , tllc co:·.1plete ~>rohi 'ui tion of nucle0,r , ;an.pons, prohi1)i tion of the produc

tion of the neutron bo;ib c.nd. the c~cveiopiJCnt o.nd manufacture of new types and syste,!1s· 

0 .,. ••e-.·~o·-.~ of •·--ss c.'e:Jt ruction the ~chiev0r.1ent of clica.rE12..·.1ent ~.ncL 2.dvo..,cii-1g the pro-.. ., .... ;_.J , .. ..,;, ••• ~, ·\. • 7 , 

ccs::, of poli ticc:-.l c::ml. ;-.iili tary detente constitute c. vitnl prolJler.1 for man!~ind and a 

necess2..r:,s condition for pro,.1oting 110;-:ien ' s r icht s . 

::?c,rticulc.r concern is c0.usec1_ by the si tuo.tion of uo;·,1en in those countries where 

· t · ~ , ~"c.'.·. t',1e ri· .;~·11+ s o-"i. t 'ne 1· 11di· vi· a,1 ..... 1 have been trampled. under foots Cl c;-.,ocrc. :tc r reec~oi·.:s uu ~·-. - , ... 

,:}1ere the regir,1e ot r;:,.cic::.l c:tiscrininti.tion ond e.partheica d.epri ves the mn.jori ty of the 

pop~l2.tion of 2.11 ri~llts, 8.nd 1.;here fascist ai."1d didc.torial regir.1es continue to exist . 
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J-11:i.e Uor,1en is Inter11.:dioncl De1:1ocra.t1· c •• .,, d ___ _ 1_•_e~e~atio11 deems i t~~~a;ry 

to intensify, tobether i~i th all other i.;omen ' s ora""l. Zc<>,+.1• ons. • tl J.l • ~~~, u • wi 1 r, procress1,~ 

forces the struggle for ueace and c11· S"""-.·,1"'".1ei1t, d' t' - "'"" = en :i.ng 11e ~us rc~ce I lJanning the 

develop;-.1ent e.nd proo.uction of the neutron oo;-:i. 'b :--s irell ::-.,'-' othe e t , · " - - - r _ n 11 ypes ~J1u sysi; ems 

of weapons of i';1a,ss destrt:.ction; for the r eduction of military oudgets 2.nd use of the 
. . 

funds thus r eleo.sed for solving socio- econor,1ic problei:1s; 

t o intensify actions in solic1.ari t;y ~-:i th the uo;·,1en ' s orco.nizo,tions of countr ies 

fighting for their n0,tional ina.ependence·; Hi t!1 all the fighters o.gainnt fascis;:1 a.,d 

reaction, for de,·,1ocrscy o.n<l soci2.l progressi 

to . support the young states that hc..ve tr-l;:en the rou.l of indepenclent development 

through efforts to establish a Ilew Int ernc.tioncl P.conor,1ic Order based on justice that 

would Give tho women of ii1~" countries r,1ore opportuni t ·ies to p2..rticipate in all spheres 

of the life of society; 

to expand, at the n-'1.tioncl level , the r:1ass c,:,,:,,pmgn for the econor,1ic, socio.I, 

poli tica.l and cultur2,l riGhts of women; 

to urge governr.1ents to ii.1ple1!lent the recomr.1end2.tions cont cii.ned in the Uorld Plan 

of Action, to ratify and c.pply the international instruments on tlle advo..ncement of 

t-1ouen mi.d, in particular , t _o. ratify 2.ncl 3,pply the Internationcl Coven2 . .nts on Economic , 

Social ,"..nd Cultural Rieh,t~ ?.nd on Civil a.nc~. Politic;>,l Rights; 

to gi. ve new inpetus to · the uor :: of the eY.isting rn1tio11.:i.l co,:".1ittees c.nd comr,:issions 

which 1:ere set up in connection with the I11te1·11a.tiom.l Women I s Year . To set up such 

'bodies in those countries where they 112.ve not yet been esto.blishc<l., and to include in 

then representatives of public organizations for the purpose of co-ordinc.ting the 

implementation of nation;:,,l pro3Tnr.1r.~es dn,un up for the Unit0d ifotions Decade for Uo;;1en; 

to proceed. at the national 
I 

rei:µonal r.-.nd interna.tional levels uith prep:::.rntor;;: 

uork for the 1980 UnitecL lfo.tions World Conference ancl urge govcrn,,,ents to incorpor n.te 

the three goals of the Uni tect Hations Decade .for Wor.1e;.1 - er:ua.li ty I development , pc~ce 

in the evalu:1tion of the progress already ,,100.e end in the prepar.=,tion of 2, procreK~:1e 

for tl1e second hclf of the Deoo.cle; 
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to unite the effort:..; of i!O,:;en 1s rg2.:i.1iz:..-.,ti<ms :..mtl raover.1ents ,!ith those of t rade 

union organizations, professional associations and youth orga..>1:i.zations for the purpose 

of solving the pro1.)la::.1s of uor,1en uor!cers • and iinproving the situation of young Nomen. 

~Thile o,1)preciati;1g the contribution of the Unit.ed Nations o,nd its specialized 

o..gencies to the realization of Inter,'lational Uo!:1en I s Yec:.r c-021s I the Uooeri I s 

Inter:nc:.tiom•,l Der.1ocretic Federation nonetheless 1:ielieves tht',t ·the United. Nations syster:1 

~hould <1-pply r.1ore effort to the ii-,,:_)lementation of the Horlc1 Plan of ·Action. This 

~-P::,)lies, e,bov0 a ll 1 to the regioncl United ifo,tions Economic end Soci;;;,,l Cor;unissions 

1·.:hich arc to co-ordinate c.ncl c .::rry out specific activities designed to iraprove the• 

si tucti on of 1;oi.1en ii.1 c.,11 respects . 

The ~Tor:1en ' s Internationa.l Democrutic Federa,tion 'l'TOUld ,:elcome the holding of 

rev.encl. conferences on l'!Or.rnn I s proble.:1s r;1hich could 1Je convened prior to the 

1900 United lfo,tion::; Uorld Conference. 

The Hoi',1e;1 1s Internc:.tionc:.l Democratic Federation e.nd i te nat ional orGaniza.tions in 

11/!. cotmtries loo!~ :oruo.r<l to the United. Ho.:tions Genere,l Asfl-:1i1bly o.d.opting, as soon as 

possible, a Co11veati on on the Elir.1in~tion of Discrir:iinc.tion ~,e-ainst Homen. 

X X X 

The !)resent Ilei".1oranclur.1 uill be supplemented by documents* oubmi tted by the 

n~tional or;:;~iz.:::.tions of the Homen I s International De:nocr::i,tic Fed.ero.tion° They sho1-r 

the 2-ctucl situation of 1;ome11 in ( .. i:':':ferent countries o:f the uorld and those problei;1s 

thr1-t require i!-,ir.1ecli2.t e and concerted o.ction ·oy t!1e intern2.tionc.l cormnu.,,"li ty n.s ·a 1'rhole. 

b • pren<>.red. o.nd trill be sent T:1e sup:,le;:1ent~y docur.:entr; a.re now eing • • , 

uhen co,·.1pleted . 




