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INTRODUCTION 

1. Intcrnntionnl targets and strutegies both at the regional and the global 
~:velt ~ust be ba~cd on_a clear recoGnition that peace, security and national 
i..dcpcnd~ncc c.re essent1.nl prerequisites 1'or an environment wherein the rights 
rc~ponsibilitics~and ~Olen of ,.J'C'men can be promoted, and the threefold obJecti;es 
of the Dccndc: Lqunl1ty, Development nr.d Peace, attained. 

2 • T~1c :PC?"petut>.tion of global. economic _ineguali tie::, and economic dependence 
!:lO\:!; c.~ .... ,, the! rrcccci. of <.h::vcJ.();_:~.znt or all .nations, particularly of the 
de•:cloping cot'nt.r:i.ci., a.:.~ fr,l:i. bi:.::; the :fu.ll utilization of the material and · 
~tl.!Uln r-~~cnticl~ of thc~c ccu~tries, including women. The elaboration of a new 
intcrnntionc.l dcvclop~cnt ::;trctegy, baaed on the establishment of the New 
Intcrna.ticr.cl Econonic Order, is thus of fundamental imnortance for the 
o.chicvc:::cnt of the e;oo.li:; of tlle United No.tions Decade f~r Uomen. 

3 . Procrc5s towards disa.."'!Ilnlnent can grea.tly contribute to the e.chivement of an 
!:!dcquutc cconor::ic, :;ocitl o.:icl cultural envirom:1ent and enhance the development 
proccs:3 throuch the reallocation of resources, pa1•ticularly in the developing 
countries. 

4. The restructurinB of the or~e.ns and organizations vitnin the Unit ed Nations 
syste:i, so tr.at it co.n contribute to the establishment of the N'ew International 
Econo~ic Order and to ·the acceleration of the develonment of developing countries 
hus teen one of the concerns of the international cc~unity. 

5. The restructuring has taken into account the need for decentralization of 
certain activitien nnd the strengthening of regional programmes, particularly in 
the a.rcns of economic and technical co-operation, in ·advisory services and 
training, and research, data collection and analysis. The last few years have also 
vitncssed the formulation by the regional ·commissions of regional plans of action 
for the integration of .;omen in development and programmes aimed at implementation 
of so~e of their provisions. Of utmost importance hovever is the need to integrate 
~c~en at both reeional and global levels into the priority areas mentioned above 
in a progra~ne of concerted and sustained international action for the . second half 
of the Decade nnd beyond, until the plans for -women's integration in development 
are fully i~plemented . 

6. Uember States -are increasingly .looking to the United.Nations and to 
organizations in the United Nations system to t ake more dynamic international 
action in promoting women ' s full a~d equal partnersh1p in development, bot h as 
contributors and beneficiaries. -This is evid~nced by the increasing number of 
resolutions, plans and policy declarations . .. Commensurate with the need for more 
dynamic prograimnes and policies ·is the need · of co-ordination of activities of the 
various orgnnizations in the United Nations syst em as :well as the appropriate 
institutional arrangements, within them, involving wherever necessary, structural 
tranoformations. In line with the integrated· n~t~re of, the development-process 
itself and with the need to reduce both isolated actions and overlapping of 
activities, this programme aims a..lso at greater cohesiveness and co-ordination of 
efforts between its various orgonizations. 
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'. • Th~~:·?1"0 ~~e:·.see~ft ,-to.:outline essential strategies -and .broad areas for 
international .action . : Intern t • al t • · th· · · 

• . • a ion ac ion. 1n is context · includes regional 

acti~n. ·:· H~:rwev.ei: , · 'SOl:le: recommen.dations are-·addressed specifically to re~ional 

~ co~issions and t~ other relevant organizations in the .U~ited Nations system for 

action at. th~· regl.'onal. and: subregional and.' national levels ·in order to assist . · 

Go.vernments ,and supplement. national programmes .. • 

L INTERNATIONAL POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES 

~-- •• All or,ganizs,tic.n3 .in . the United. Nations system as well as relevant . 

intergovernment .c.l and. no}l- gon·,rnm~n tal organizations , ' should support. efforts · 

towards esta?lishing , ·str~ngthcning and implementing national •am~- regional •. . . 

programmes a:uned at women··' s · integration •in development r evisi ng and _redef~ning .. ;i.f 

necessar y development concepts , objecti ves and policies to achieve it . These 

progra.t:I:les at the international level should take into full consideration the · 

E;Ss.ential linkages in the develo:p!llent process between natione.l, subregion~-'.ari.d 

rnternational levels, and with a.tlequate f eedbo.cks bP.tween institutions: and . 

machiner ies related to wo~en and major planning units at all these levels . 

9. In order· to achi'eve· the · targets pr epared for t he thi~d United ·Nations 

Development· Decade, all deveJor,ment planning· should take due account -of the 

potential contribution and the "interests of women . This consideration will lead 

to more appropr i ate development programmes which will increase productiv~ty , 

whilst at the same time guarding against the possibility of any adverse impact 

which the· transfer of· technology ·and the redeployment of industry .may. have, · 

Development pr ojects should strongly emphasize the indigenous capabiliti.es of the 

~evelopi ng countries and enhance their creative capacity . 

• ·lO: : ·Jl!ew approaches. should be developed for increasing . the mobilization of women ' s 

resources both for advancing their socio-economic status. and,increasing . 

productivity. To this end, they should offer , inter alia, special incentives to 

• develop co-operative movements particularly among women of the poorer sectors of 

society al.Illed at developing co- operative technology enterprises for community 

self- reliance in water, energy, health , sanitation and housing , day care centres, 

and other basic services. 
.,. 

11. Assistance should ·.be provided to developing countries by the 9entre for 

Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs , the Department of Technical 

Co- operation for Developing Countries; UNDP, UNIDO , the Intergovernmental ·Committee 

on Science and Technoloay for Development~ the Centre for Natural Resources, Energy 

• .and .-Transport., . UNCTAD, IFAD; FAO , the: regional .commissions , WHO , . lJNICEr,- the World 

Bank, IMF and vitbin the framework of technical co- operatic~ among developing , 

count ries. These programmes should focus on efforts to strengthen developing 

countries ' capabilities to develop alternative technology, including research nnd 

application of renevable sources of energy. 

12. The United Nations Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women should continue and 

i ntensify its efforts to give special support to women most in need, and to 

I .. . 
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cmcourn~~ consideration of vooen in development planning. Contributions to the Vol:.mtnry Fund will need to be greatly increased during the second half of the . Decode ii' dc:::ands now being made on its r esources a r e to be o.deq_uately met. • 

1 3. Studies s~ould be undertaltcn by the relevant United Nations o:r.ganizations. to ident i fy new '-"a:f::. o.nd oeans of facilitating the integration of vomen especially of 
the poor :;ectorn of society into the mainstream of development including 'lt.'Omen ,."Crk~rs in nl}riculture nnd industry. The ILO , in co- o::.:,eration with pertinent bodies ::;uch as u:;cr,\D and FAO , should devel op studies to assess the working and employment contliticns of r 11rul ~::':':'en "ith a view to assisting Governments to revise national nml intc:-n::l.ticnnl r,clicl~:; concc!·ning wo.cc and labour policies as well as trade ngrcc=.cntn a;itl r>ri:.:c;. o~ thor.e cocmodities where women 1s and men ' s wages are ntlvcrsclj' l'.ff"c::tcc! by r.n1 nlco affect the exchanc:e earnings of the developing 
countr icr. nc obtnined from the expor t of such comoodities . 

14. Intcrnn.tionnl nnd rceional org:.miza.tions should provide assistance, if requested , to no.t i o:10.l enchinerici:; for ,.omen , particularly in the key sectors of 
socio- ccon~~ic dcvclor,~~nt. 

15 . Appropr iate mcn~u.re::; ~r.ould be under taken to consider issues of particular intcrcct to ~o~cn nt the sp~~inl ses~ion of the United Nations General Assembly on cconc:::ic dl:'vclor,r:ent in 1980; for the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Hew and Rcnc\..-ablc Sourcec of Ener cy and the International Drinking Water Supply and 
So.nitation Dccudc , a3 well ns other forthcoming international confP-rences . 

16. I n totol. , the devclop:nent strategies of the United Nat·ions and its 
organi zations should aim to: 

( a.) Reduce the burden on women of tasks traditionally performed by them in the hc~e and in food product i on and child care through appropriate technology a
nd 

a fair er se:xuni division .of lacour> 

(b) Counteract factors which tend to keep gir ls and women ·out of schools a
nd 

t r ninina centres; 

(c) Raise the pr oductivity of women ' s labour ; 

(d) Increase the economic returns to ·women ' s labour ; 

(e) Create new employment opportunities for women , 

17 . International proerammes and policies - including regional - are grouped under 
the £olloving five areas. 

I .. . 



:A. Technical co~operation,.trainin~ and · adv.isori services 
.. , . :. : . . ; : ... -~ ; . . .. 

18• Technical co- operation progrrunmes for women should be con·c·e~ved in the context 
of over- all development · and -rrot ·.as welfare prbgrammes . 

1 9• Techn~cal c6-.operation activiti'es should be directed towards assisting arid 
-complementing ?overnments' ef.forts •aimed .at enhancing the development· of human 
resources :particularly among the most disad•rantaged groups of population including 
women. 

20, All orgn~izations of the United Nations sys~em including the regional 
economic cormcii-ssions should: 

(a} ·Review ·existing nnd proposed-plans and projects in this area with ·the· 
aim of integrating the issues of concern to women · in all -programmes and :projects 
in order to improve the effectiveness of those projects as _-well as to' i:;nprove the 
status of ·women ; 

. . (b) _Encourage and support Gove:rn~:i.ts and non-gove:r::ll?!ental organizations, 
i-ncluding research institut•fons, in ela.bo!'ating ·appropriate technology projects and 
in ide~tifying ways in which ·women can participate in and contribute to · the 
effect1¥eness of develop..~ent projects and improve their o~m economic and social · 
condition; 

(c) Organize seminars and ~rorkshops on the issues .related to women:and 
development and ensure that the topic of women and development be · included within 
the substantive discussions of international conferences; 

(d) Assist · .. Governments in. or13anizing mpre trai ning courses for improving 
·women ' s planning, technical and managerial skills in different fields.·· Promote 
fellowships and other special educational and training programmes to increase the 
capacity of women workers ·so that they can gain better occupational and .soci'al 
status; . • 

(e) ···Assist national and regional progrannnes benefiting women in rura.1-
areas. · :Pr6e~ammes for women should be viewed as an ' investment in the process of 
development and vomen should be included as active participants in the design, 
planning and implementation of projects in all sectors and not siraply as 
beneficiaries of services; 

(f) . Ensure · that·technical co-operation, .training and advisory -services by 
the organization-s : of the United Nations system should be in accordance with 
country objectives and with policies outlined in the ·wrld plan of-action -arid the 
programme for the second half of the Decade. 

21. UNDP in· co-operation· with the specialized agencies concerned • should intensify 
its efforts to. encourage· and assi-st Go:vcrnments to find _ihnovatiye, approaches to 
achieve their development goals through incorpor ating ·and - benefLt1ng : women by: · 

(a) Continuing Ht:_ sl1r,1101·t for the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women ; 

I . .. 
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{b) C~!'ltinuinc to p~oi:ote regional, Gub:regiono.l and national projects 
tr.r:;uGh rcG1onal cor::::1issions and r ·csearch and training centres;· 

{c) Instruct~nc re~ident reprcncnt o.tives to incl~d~ issues of particular 
in~er~st to ,.c:r,cn in the ccuntry proern:!l..111:.ng cycle and to ree1ula:rly monitor 
,..,1,.•1r.,.. nr-:>r-r d t ' ' •••• ...,., :t•.: . o . . ru:-~cs o.n _Promo e projE:ct-development, .co- 03:d.~1:o.tion and co-operation 
~.C•r.G U!1l \#ca ilC.t10-:1z nna other pro1Jrrntmes ,,l1ich t,rill contribute to -the . 8.chieveinent 
of t~c cc~la of the Decade. • 

22 • T-:rforts !:i:cm.ld 1::e intenc::.fi~~ within the p1.·oic;ramrces of organizations of the · 
Un itc-d ;::~ticnc cycte:::!"I to invc:!.·;c more rtcn into pr;gran:mes for attitudinal· change in 
:11 thi:- rclc·;~nt ccct;)r~, p:1~,ticulu:::-ly cn:ploynent, health, educatio~ , rural. 
ncve:lor,i:.ent o.nd politicn.l p;;.rticir,;::.tion. t1en should be involvE;d in health 
r-:-ocrru:-.:::eo t.o cn:;•.1rc t:v~t tt-.c responsibility of improving conditions of their 
fanilico c.nd co:::inu.,itics i s not t::c sole reGporisi bility of women. 

23, The effective !>::tr~.icirc.:tion of ,,-or;ien partictLle.rly in the developing 
countrie:;; in the ri:--ocrU!i:.!7'.es .of or3nniza.tions in tb~ United Nations system should 
c~ cr.cournced, incluui~g their participation in interregional ~nd regional 
zc~innrs und ceetincs. 

2~ • Ho:::en at all levels especinlly those from grassroots organizations shouid 
c~ cncourn~~d to pl~y a more effective role at the decision- makirie level . in 
international orGanizations. 

25 . Ho~en particularly fro~ the developing countries should be better r~pr~sented 
in the United l!ations in various or~ans of the United ·Nations system, especially 
at high levels. 

26 . Reinforce efforts of Nember States, with particula+ emphasis on developing 
Co\lntries . for the de·-relopment and strengthenine of endogenous capabilities and 
cnr,~cities for the elaboration of policies for science and technology and for 
th~ir application for the solution of ,problems of develdpment , . with special 
enphas i s on the disparities in the access of ·women to scientific and teqhnical 
education and trainin~ . 

Assista~ce to .~~en in southern Africa 

27. The reconmendations are addressed to United Nations organizations, the 
!.>pcciel.ized agencies, Governments, interna,tional and regional intergover~en~al 
orBnnizations, ,:o,~en' s and anti-apartheid groups, · non- c;overnmentaJ. · organ1zat1ons 
o.nd other croups. 

28. The assistance provided.will be chann~lled through the southern African 
liberation movements recognized by the . Oreanization of African .Unity. It is 
di·l'ided into the follouing co.tegories of' assistance: 

I . . . 
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(a) Legal, humanitarian, moral and nolitical assistance to women inside 
South Africa and Namibia persecuted under.repressive and discriminatory 
legislation and practices and to their families and to women in refugee camps ; 

(b) Training and assistance to integ:-ate women into leadership and support 
positions within the national liberation movements in the struggle for liberation; 

(c) Training and assistance for women to play roles in all areas after 
liberation in the reconstruction of their respective countries. (This is considered 
c;.~i tical in tbe J.iBht of the h:i story of the fiight of many skilled people a.fter 
nationhood w?.s ac1r:i.cYe::l through r evolutionary armed struggle in other southern 
A.:frican co1.mtri.c8.); 

(d) International suppcrt for and co-operation with the southern African 
wonen's struggle; 

(e) To disseminate infcrnc1,t:i::,n about e.pa.rtheid and racism and its effects on 
t.10men in southern Af:d~a in peri;foi.:lar, and to in..,ol ve all w_:iz11en in efforts to 
er adicate apartheid an-~ racis;n o.nd to promote and 1t'.ail1to.fa peace. 

29. To assist in the strengtheniug of wom~n I s sections where thzy already exist 
in the nation~ liberation :movements and the creation of such sections where they 
do not currer,tly exist as a means of acceJ.erating the achievement of equal 
opportunity for women and their full integration in national life. 

30. Such women's sectionz through t~e naticnal liberation movements should, in 
consultations with the United Nations organizations , the specialized agencies, 
intergovernmental and non- governl!lental organizations, determine and make k.~own 
their policy and programme priorities. 

31. To call on Member States of the United Nations which have not yet cone so to 
ratify the 1973 InternationaJ. Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the 
Crime of Apo.r.theid . 




