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In the absence of Mr. Olhaye (Djibouti), Mr. NiculesclAgenda item 105: Implementation of the first United
(Romania), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
(1997-2006)continued

Draft resolution on implementation of the first United
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
(A/C.2/54/L.3)

4, Mr. Talbot (Guyana), introducing the draft
resolution on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, made
two corrections to the text: the word “developing” in
paragraph 8 should read “developed” and the word “and”
should be inserted after “financial” in paragraph 14.

The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

Agenda item 97: Macroeconomic policy questions
(continued (A/C.2/54/L.2, L.3 and L.4)

(d) Science and technology for development
(continued

Draft resolution on science and technology for
developmenfA/C.2/54/L.4)

1. Mr. Talbot (Guyana), introducing the draft . . .
resolution on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, Saégenda_ltem 99: Sus'gamable deyelopment and
International economic cooperation(A/54/56,

that it drew attention to the importance of science an

. bortanc . /54/97-E/1999/52, A/54/170, A/54/171-E/1999/111
technology in the context of globalization. In particular
. L . and A/C.2/54/5)
itencouraged the Commission on Science and Technology

for Development to expand the scope of its deliberationé2) Implementation of the @mmitments and
on the theme *“National capacity-building in policies agreed upon in the Declaration on

biotechnology”. In light of the fact that the theme of the
Economic and Social Council’s high-level segment for its
substantive session of 2000 was “Development and
international cooperation in the twenty-first century: the
role of information technology in the context of a
knowledge-based global economy”, the resolution
requested the General Assembly to consider the question

of science and technology for development at its fifty-fifth b)

session, rather than in two years as currently planned.
2. Lastly, heread outacorrection: in paragraph 19, the

International Economic Cooperation, in
particular the Revitalization of Economic
Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, and implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the
Fourth United Nations Development Decade
(A/54/389)

Implementation of the outcome of the United
Nations Conference on Human Settlements
(Habitat I) (A/54/8 and A/54/322)

words “new and innovative technologies” should be(d) Human resources developmentA/54/408)

followed by “ in particular, information and

communication technologies,”. (e) International migration and development,

including the question of the convening of a
United Nations conference on international
migration and development to address

migration issues(A/54/207 and A/C.2/54/2)

Renewal of the dialogue on strengthening
international economic cooperation for
development through partnership(A/54/94-
S/1999/518 and A/54/328)

(e) External debt crisis and development
(continued

Draft resolution on enhancing international
cooperation towards a durable solution to the external
debt problem of developing countrig&/C.2/54/L.2)

3. Mr. Talbot (Guyana), introducing the draft

resolution on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, noted Mr. Civili (Assi S G | for Poli

that in the current text, greater attention than in the passt AT Vil (Assistant ecretary-_ eneral for Folicy
grdmatlon and Inter-Agency Affairs) introduced the

had been devotedtothe debt-related problemsofcategog'é) by th i h for th q
other than that of the highly indebted poor countries an ote by the Secretary-General on themes for the secon

in particular, to the middle-income developing countrieQ'gh'le\’,eI d'a'ogF’e on strengthening mternanona!
economic cooperation for development through partnership

(A/54/328) and the report of the Secretary-General on the
implementation of the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation and of the International
Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations
Development Decade (A/54/389), two reports which were

(9)



A/C.2/54/SR.15

closely related. The issues covered by the latter had begere that globalization had agfound impact on all
before the Committee for the past decade, while trespects of policy at all levels and thus should be the focus
dialogue covered in the first-mentioned note had begwh attention for the United Nations, and that the
only in 1998. Organization was uniquely suited to provide

6.  Both reportstook stock of progress during the 1990%(_)mprehensive andrelevantresponsestothatphenomenon.

The Declaration on International Economic Cooperatio\ﬁl't_h that in mind, thg next meeting S.hOUId focus_on two
andthe International Development Strategy for the FourBicy approache.s W.'th great potential for meeting the
United Nations Development Decade had both begnallenggs ofglddlzz_itlpn, namely, strengthe.mngre_:glongl
conceived at the end of the 1980s, a decade often labelft éape_ratlon, and building newpartnerships, |nclut.j|ng.W|th
as“lost” for development. Consequently, both had focust€ Private sector and non-governmental organizations.
onthe needtoensuretherevitalization ofeconomicgrowgh  Mr. Chamie (Director of the Population Division),
and development in developing countries. The repdrttroducing the report of the Secretary-General on
described some improvements from a social and econormiternational migration and development (A/54/207), said
perspective, yet pointed to recent major setbacks as areshiétt the report, which had been prepared in response to
ofthe world financial crisis and warned against heightenégeneral Assembly resolution 52/189, discussed ways and
danger of marginalization for the weaker members of theeans to address the problems related to migration and
world community. For the developing countries asawholdevelopment, including the possibility of convening an
international finanial developments in tiE990s had been international conference on international migration and
broadly favourable, including trends in net long-terndevelopment. Of the 76 Governments which had given
resource flows and foreign directinvestment (FDI). At théheir views on the convening of a conference, 45 generally
same time, many countries had faced continuing ddiatvoured the conference, 26 had strong reservations and
servicing problems, and the decline in official developmeit considered that other options should be pursued first.
assistance (ODA) had been a disturbing trend. Trade halklose with reservations about the conference felt that
figured prominently in both the Declaration and thscarce resources could be put to better use for the
Strategy, and a great deal of progress had been made viftiplementation of existing agreements, for instance the
regard to trade liberalization. Developing countries ha@rogramme of Action of the International Conference on
become important actors in the global trading system. Ropulation and Development, and that existing
the same time, however, many imbalances persisted, andchanisms and bilateral negotiations were a better way
depressed prices posed severe problems for commoddaydeal with the issues involved. Those favouring the
exporters. The Strategy had included a number of specifianference emphasized the need to safeguard the rights of
targets with regard to human resources development, favigrants. However, there was a lack of consensus on the
of which would be met in full, despite some progress. Conference’s goals and objectives, funding and the
7. Itwasinterestingtonotethatneitherthe Declaratio(ﬁ)mpos'.tlon of its secretariat. Many of the Govern.ments
nor the Strategy mentioned the word “globalization”, a espondmg suggestgd that a conference could be financed
y special contributions, yet donor Governments were a

issue currently of burning interest. Still, many of the”? 7"~ f1h havi ;
challenges they identified were still facing the worldhalority ofthose having strong reservations.

economy. At the eve of the new millennium, the new0. Hedrewattentiontosomerecentdevelopmentsinthe
realities would have to be accommodated and policiesea of migration, including a report on statistics of
modified accordingly. The high-level dialogue orinternational migration which had been adopted by the
strengthening international economic cooperation f&tatistical Commission at its twenty-ninth session. The
developmentthrough partnership was a promising vehiclask Force on Basic Social Services for All of the
for such changes. The note by the Secretary-General Addministrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) had
that topic (A/54/328) was based on the understanding tredso organized a Technical Symposium on International
the dialogue should not be an isolated event, but &igration and Developmentin June 1998. In addition, the
important step in a comprehensive effort to strengthercently concluded twenty-first sgat session of the
international cooperation for development. General Assembly had adopted key actions for the further

8. Althoughthere had been some doubts beforethefirigfpleme_ntation of the Programm_e of Action of the
dialogue, the consensus was that the meeting had béré}?rnatlonalanferenceon P(_)pulatlor_w and D_evelo_pment,
productive and that the dialogue should continue. Thet\ﬁonumber of which addressed international migration and

main messages which had come through from the meetiﬂ%velOpment'
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11. Among mechanisms outside the United Natioresdministrative and operational efficiency. For that reason
system, the activities of the International Organization fa revitalization team, appointed in September 1998, had
Migration (IOM) deserved particular mention, especiallproduced a new strategic vision wherebythe Centre would
in the light of the growing cooperation between the Unitegldopt the style and profile of a global advocacy agency and,
Nations system and IOM. Regional initiatives would alsby utilizing the principles of social justice and equity, focus

continue to be effective in addressing such issues, andra maximizing its impact through human settlement

series ofintergovernmental meetings at the regional levprogrammes that would lead to urban poverty reduction.
for example the recent Bangkok symposium, wemsccordingly, the Centre was now mandated by the

advancing the dialogue between countries of origin ar@bmmission on Human Settlements to use two global
destination. campaigns as strategic entry points into the Habitat

12. Mr. Rao (Director of Technical and RegionalAgenda, the first being adequate shelter for all and the
Co.operr;ttion United Nations Centre for Humaﬁecond sustainable urban development. At its seventeenth

Settlements (Habitat)) introduced the report of theeSsion, the Commlssmn on Human Set.tlem(_ants had
Commission on Human Settlements on the work of i%dopted aresolution mandatmgthe_Execunve Director to
seventeenth session (A/54/8) and the report of til‘rgplement the new strategic vision through two
Secretary-General on the special session of the Genesrlélpprog_rammes and recom_mended.that the Centre S.h.OUId
Assembly for an overll review and appraisal of theconﬁrm its status as the United Nations agency for cities
implementation of the Habitat Agenda (A/54/322). WhiI@nd human settlements.

the world added a quarter million people to its populatioh5. In another resolution, on the Habitat work
every day, the world’s cities were growing byndllion  programme and budget for the biennium 2000-2001, the
people each week. A consensus was emerging that, in fbh@mmission had confirmed that the reorganization from
next century, cities would hold the key to sustainablieur totwo subprogrammes refited the need forimproved
development, economic growth, political and economiocus and provided direct correspondence with the two
stability and domestic peace. It was clear that the citiesthfemes of the Habitat Agenda. It also recommended that
the future would exert significant influence on overalthe medium-term plan for the period 2000-2005 have the
economic growth at national and regional levels. Efforsame strategic focus.

to overcome poverty through economic growth must

supplemented by efforts to avoid the pitfalls o?
urbanization.

. The revitalization team had recommended the
stablishment ofthe Planningand Coordination Office, the
rationalization of funding and resource mobilization, and
13. Poverty was increasingly becoming an urbathe identification of potential joint synergies with the
phenomenon, and was not merely the equivalent of a ladkited Nations Environment Programme and the United
of income or consumption. It included physical isolation\ations Office at Nairobi. It had also proposed a new
vulnerability, insecure livelihoods, social exclusion andrganizational structure for the Centre to enable it better
powerlessness, and discrimination against women. Ttemplementits work programme within the context ofthe
feminization of poverty was another aspect of urbanizatiostrategic vision and to allow it to concentrate the bulk of
Women'’s economic opportunities were constrained by théis human and financial resources on that task.

lack of control over crucial dec’|3|qns related to resourc®,  The Commission on Human Settlements had also
use. Enhancement of women's “gh‘$ and (_:ontrol Ovﬁﬁopted a resolution inviting the Secretary-General to
resources would be central to improving urbagq.qjqer the recruitment of qualified staff as a matter of
management, and itwas imperative to involve them in thgqeo ey and requested the Executive Director to focus on
local planning and decision-making process. the quality and efficiency of management in the context of
14. The problems of cities and rural areas were closdlye implementation of Generahssembly resolution
linked, and successful solution of the one was a necessaBf119. Asrequired by that resolution, the United Nations
precondition for socessful solution of the other. ManyHabitat and Human Settlements Foundation budget for the
Governments, however, were unprepared and underfundéeinnium 2000-2001 had been prepared along the lines of
to deal with the scale of the urban as well as the rurtie harmonized budget model followed by other United
challenge. The United Nations Centre for HumaNations agencies. The Advisory Committee on
Settlements had to determine how best it could contribuAeiministrative and Budgetary Questions had welcomed
to the global response to urbanization and how tdabitat’s attempt to improve the format and presentation
strengthen itself and enhance its credibility andfits budget document.
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18. The Commission on Human Settlements had alsballenges and constraints that had beset the development
adopted a resolution on follow up to the United Nationgf human resources, including the Asian economic and
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat Il), requiriffighancial crisis, globalization and rapid change, and that
action by the General Assembly at the present sessionit focused on the identification of new approaches to
gveloping human resources for development. Increasingly,
e international communitywas moving towards a holistic

proach which regarded development as transformation
of the whole society and provided a broader and sounder
{gundation for closer cooperation between the United
Nations system and the World Bank.

19. PursuanttoGeneral Assemblyresolution 53/180, t
Commission on Human Settlements, acting as th
Preparatory Committee for the special session of t
General Assembly for an ot review and appraisal of
the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, had held i
organizational session in Ma999, and therelevantreport
of the Secretary-General (A/54/322) was before tH28. Withregardtonewareasand orientations,the report
Committee for its consideration. The Commission, at ifscused on the emerging knowledge and information

seventeenth session, had also adopted a resolution ongb@ety, which was one of the central features of the
special session, requesting the Economic and Socgdbbalizing world and affected all countries. Countries

Council to consider atits coordinating segmentin the yeaere using a variety of innovative strategies and

2000 the issues of international cooperation for thepproaches that were designed to build capacity for
implementation of adequate shelter for all; the role of tHeapfrogging over the industrial stage of development and
Habitat Agenda partners in its implementation; anihto the information age, and the United Nations system
capacity-building and institutional development, includingas actively supporting the efforts of developing countries
the mobilization of the resident coordinator system fdo achieve universal access to the learning opportunities
implementation of the Habitat Agenda atthe countrylevedf information and communication technologies. The

The Economic and Social Council had designatddnited Nations system could support countryinitiativesin

“coordinated implementation by the Unitedtidns system creating opportunities for people and communities to

of the Habitat Agenda” as a sectoral theme under iksapfrog into the information age, and could develop a
coordinating segment for the year 2000. global monitoring strategytorecord and promote progress
thatregard as anintegral part of continued concern with

20. Turning to Habitat's critical financial situation, hen . .
d commitment to developing human resources for

said that the Commission on Human Settlements, at
seventeenth session, had adopted a resolution reques ﬁ\éelopment.

the Executive Director toraise more funds and broaden tBé. Ms. Critchlow (Guyana), speaking on behalf of the
donor base. The situation regarding voluntary contributiof&oup of 77 and China, said that the commitments and
to the Foundation was still critical, with some traditionapolicies agreed upon in the Declaration on International
donors still not having pledged for 1999 and unpaiBiconomic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of
pledges of about US$ 0.41 million. Economic Growth and Development of the Developing
Countries, and in the International Development Strategy
ilf r the Fourth United Nations Decade, remained valid and
fieiferved to command the continuing attention of the

21. With overall endorsement of its realization process
by the Commission on Human Settlements at

seventeenth session, the Centre was now fully reorgani ) .
for implementation of the Habitat Agenda. It had fu”nternatlonal community. However, throughout the Decade,

transparency and accountability and was newly equippgﬁorts to strengthen the Declaration and' Strategy had
for a fruitful partnership with the World Bank, UNDP anc]encountered many setbacks, not least of which had beenthe

other bilateral and multilateral donor agencies. What wa C_)Cks suffered bythe global economy in the.past decade,
now required was expansion of its resource base throu ich had had partlcularly adverse economic and ;omal
an increase in the share of general purpose resource ogsequences for developing countries. Coupled with the
widening of the donor base, the honouring and ear gative ramifications of globalization and a manifest

payment of pledges and long-term commitments by dono ,cllne in .off|C|aI comm|t.m.ent to mter.natlonal
including multi-year pledges. cooperation, it was not surprising that the aims of the

Declaration and Strategy had yet to materialize. The
22. Mr. Jacklen (Director of the Private Sectorpromise of the 1990s as the decade of “accelerated
Development Programme, UNDP), introducing the repogievelopmentin the developing countries and strengthened
of the Secretary-General on developing human resourgggernational cooperation” had largely evaporated, with
for development (A/54/408), said that it examined th@any countries suffering increased poverty and economic



A/C.2/54/SR.15

marginalization, as well as internecine warfare, confliclgberalization, coupled with the increase in the number of
and the effects of natural disasters. national and regional conflicts. The need to assess the

25. Suchrealitiesmade ienessarytoreassessthe goafénpaCt of international migratior_l, share experiences and
and the timetables for their achievement. Developin plore ways and means of making it work for the benefit

countries could not keep pace with the industrialized, all concerned, particularly developing countries, had

knowledge-based societies ofthe North unlessreal progrgé'éned added ufrgTer:lc_)l/lacéemtlmes. Igthat contexctl, tgef
wasmadetowardsanequitableintegrationofaIIcountrigsover_nmem_o ”alban was t_oh eh colmmen € (I)r
intheinternationaleconomy.Onlythencouldinternationglrgamzmg’ In collaboration with the Internationa

cooperation for development yieid the results envisaged i 9" 1zation for M_lgrat||on, an mterna(;l?nal_s_ymlp(_)”smm
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade. topromote internationalawareness an ostetipal w
among Asian countries to effectively address the issue of

26. Some progresshad been made with respecttohumg@rnational migration. Similar action should be
settlement development since the Habitat || Conferencghcouraged in other regions, since the sharing of
There had been arapidlyincreasing demand, however, &fperiences between countries as well as the availability
adequate shelter and basic services, particularly in urbgfdata on migration were vital to developing long-term
centres, andthe means effectivelyto deal with that demag@lategies aimed at making international migration work
were inadequate. Developing countries had found fdr developing countries.

particularly hard torespondto rapid urbanization, and % In order for the dialogue on international economic

Group of 77 and China called for immediate an " o b dibl it should ble th
intensified action with respect to increased funding fgfooperation to be credible, 1t should enable the

programmesrelatedtohumansettlementdevelopment.'memat'on"’lI community, in particular developing

the same time, the rural dimension of the Habitat Agen&gum.”es’ to dea_ll In an eﬁgchv_e manner W'th. both the
should not be neglected. promise and perils of globalization. In view of its broad

mandate, the United Nations had a key role to play in

27. The progress made thus far in the preparations f@ternational efforts to harness the process of globalization
the special session of the Genekasembly on an overall for |ong-term development.

review and appraisal of the implementation of the Habitat R .
Agenda was welcome. The session would benefit greaﬁ - Ms. RSS', (le:;]\nd), spgakw:jg on bghaIfBofI thg
from the presentation of a comprehensive report on tfe! 0P€an nion, the associated countries Bulgaria,

state of the world’s cities. It was also encouraging tokno yprus, the Czech Republic, E_stonla, H_ungary, Latw_a,
that the Habitat Centre was now fully organized tblthuanla, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia,

nd, in addition, Iceland, said that many of the principles

objectives of the Declaration on International
Economic Cooperation and the International Development
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
28. Human resources development was of critic@ecade had not been met as expected. In that regard, the
importance to the promotion of economic and socCidlgures in the Secretary-General’s report (A/54/389)
development, especially in the current context foncerningprogress made and remainingchallengeswere
globalization, where knowledge-based enterprise took @n cause for considerable concern. The international
an ever greater importance in the global economy. TR8mmunity must sustain its commitment to the
United Nations should give more focused attention to thabhievement of the international deve|opment targets
issue. The Group of 77 and China therefore welcomed thgrived from the major United Nations conferences and
focus ofthe Secretary-General’sreporton information argimmits. Indeed, only consistent, coherent, integrated and
communications technology as it related to humaghordinated action would ensure effective implementation
resources development. of the outcomes of United Nations conferences and
29. Popu|ati0n and deve|0pment concerns Wewmmits. The EUrOpean Union therefore welcomed the
inextricably linked and should be treated in an integratdgconomicand Social Council’s decision to assess progress
fashion in any dialogue on development. Thefpund Made within the United Nations system in the promotion
effect that international migration was having on thef an integrated and coordinated implementation of and
countries of origin, destination and transit was hardfpllow-up to the major United Nations conferences and
likelytodecrease, in view ofthe challenges that developirfgmmits during its next substantive session. The General
countries were facing as a result of globalization and trad¢sembly should be involved in that process.

implementthe programmescessaryto ensurethat peoplé1
were provided with adequate shelter and safe and heal
living conditions in an increasingly urbanized world.
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32. Turningtotheimplementation of the outcome of thiem an integrated way which included, among other things,
United Nations Conference on Human Settlementevelopment issues. Indeed, that was how the Cairo
(Habitat Il), she noted that it was important, in theProgramme of Action looked at migration.

preparatory process for the five-year review of Habitat lhs 114 European Union believed that the dialogue on

to be open-ended and transparent. A CONSWUCliYg o, qthening cooperation for development through
partnership and participation by local authorities and th, .1 ership should continue to be closely linked to the

relevantactors of civil society, including the private sectof, o .1 o the Main Committees of the GeneAasembly, in

|nthe|mplementat|onoftheHabltatAgendawerecruualg_articular the Second Committee, while avoiding

The preparatory process should be used as an opportulityyjication of themes and format. Since the agenda for
to further enhance the implementation of the Agenda, Byqg \yas already full of important meetings and events,
assessing constraints, enhancing cooperation betweengllgiqeration should be given to the possibility of
relevant actors and considering further actions arb%stponing the next high-level dialogue to the fifty-sixth

initiativesr.equiredtosupporttheimplementation ProCeSSassion of the General Assembly. She reiterated the
The sustainable development of both urban and rurg ropean Union’s support for the theme *

poverty alleviation. There was an urgent need to addrésgijizing domestic resources for development in the

urban poverty. Moreover, international cooperation fortkgobal economy”, which was more focused and provided
implementation of the Habitat Agenda was important i, 5 0rtunityto tackle severalimportantitems, including

supporting national implementation. the impact of globalization in developing countries and
33. On human resources development, she said tltapacity-building.

unless the emergence of the information agewas propegly r. Ortique (United States of America) said thatin
managed, it might _threaten to further marginalize tho%‘?der to address the promise and risks of the next
who were already disadvantaged. Efforts should thereforf’ﬁllennium, there was a need to move beyond business as

,be strengthened to ensure that the benqﬁt; frou"éual with respect to human development and move
information and knowledge were more evenly distribut wards new frontiers, particularly by incorporating

between developing and developed countries, and bEtW?l’?fbrmation technologyintodevelopment. While the report

urban and rural populations. Particular attention shoubq the Secretary-General on developing human resources
be given to the world’s poor and other vulnerable group. r development (A/54/408) was, overall, an excellent
There was considerable potential in information an ddition to the documentation onthe;uan:lb, it'could have
cpmmumcanons technology. f‘?r helping the Mosheen stronger in two areas. First, after highlighting many
Q|sadvantaged women to. gain increased access to g?(%mples of information technologydriving development
information they needed in order to benefit from NeW,itiatives, the report barely mentioned Net Aid, the

economic and social opportunities. Women’s needs alfhpitious priect involving UNDP, Cisco Systems, and

social and economic realmes must bFf' fully ta'ken NBther partners. Net Aid had an enormous potential to
account when formulating national information an

L - ~contribute tohuman resource development. Secondly, there
communlqatlonstechnologypoI|C|es_ Inthat reg_ard, SINERould have been broader consideration of human rights
women S'F'I_I accpunted for 70 per cent of the 1lBdn ., 6 context of human resources development. The vital
people I!vmg n ab_solute poverty, they deservepole of human rights had been specifically cited in General
prefere_nnal attention in human resources deveIOpmeﬂésembly resolution 52/196. While the report cited the
strategies. empowerment of women, youth, the excluded and other
34. While the European Union recognized thaubsets of broader efforts on human rights, it failed to
international migration and itsle¢ion to developmentwas highlight the fact that a holistic programme of human
a highly relevant and complex issue, it believed that thrgghts promotion could maximize the benefits of human
issue should be examined within the existing mechanismesources development.

of the United Nations, rather than at a United Nationg; = \ujth regard to strengthening international economic
conference. Migration, demographic and economiG,,,eration for development through partnership, his
situations varied greatlyamong countries andregions. Thgjegation had proposed the theme “strengthening
Secretary-General's report (A/54/207) highlighted manyornational economic cooperation for development

facts which would fayour a regiona_l approach tothe _iSS“ﬁTrough partnership: engaging the private sector” for the
Furthermore, the migration question must be con3|derﬁgxt high- level dialogue because it believed that
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strengthening international economic cooperation for
developmentwould be realized when countries reached out
and involved key partners, including those in the private
sector. The private sector played a key rolggr alia, in
encouraging FDI, promoting economic development and
making efficient use of domesticresources. Such a proposal
was in line with the Secretary-General's recéatements

on the importance of strengthening the partnership with
business for the purpose of development.

38. Expressing appreciation for the efforts undertaken
tostrengthen the United Nations system’simplementation
ofthe Habitat Agenda, he welcomed the agreement reached
on the recommendations contained in the report of the
Secretary-General on strengthening the United Nations
system in the area of environment and human settlements
(A/53/463), in particular those recommendations related
to improving the workings of the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlements. He also wished to reiterate his
delegation’s support for the new approach to the Centre’s
work programme, adopted by the Commission on Human
Settlements to focus on two programme areas. While his
delegation welcomed the progress achieved thus far, it
remained concerned at the lack of a full-time Executive
Director for the Centre and encouraged the Secretary-
General to renew efforts to identify an Executive Director
as soon as possible to further facilitate theimplementation
of the Habitat Agenda.

The meeting rose at noon



