United Nations Nations Unies

UNRESTRICTED
GENERAL ASSEMBLEE /863
ASSEMBLY GENERALE AR Mear, A9

ORIGINAL: EIGLISH

Third session
TREATMERT OF INDIANS IN THE UNION
" OF SOUTH AFRICA
Penort of the First Comn$ttee

Rapporteur. M. Selim SARFER (Tur;ef)

l. At its 146th plenary meeting held on 28 Sepbember 1948, the General
Losenbly decided to refer to the First Committeo, for consideration and
report, the item on its agenda entitled "Treatment of Indiens in the
Union of South Africa",

2. The First Cormittee considered this.item at its 263rd and 265th to
268th meetings, held between 9 and 11 Hay 1940,

3+ At the 263rd mecting on 9 May, the representsative of the Union of
South Africa moved that the First Committee sghould discuss the question
of itse competence before the substance of the matter. This motion was
rejected by 33 votes to 7, with 10 abstentions,

L, The revresentative of the Union of -South Africa also submitted a draft
resolution.(A/b.l/ﬁéO) to the effect that this item, dealing with the
treatment of Indians, Asians and other non-white citizens cof the Union

of South Africa (A/577) was a matter which was essentially within the
domestic Jurisdiction of the Unlon of South Africa, and that 1t did not
fall within the competence of the Assembly.

5e At the 265th meeting on 10 May ths representative of the Union of
South Africa said that he was not propared to participate in a discussion
of the substance of the Indian complaint, because such participation would
be an admission that the United Nations had the right to interfere in the
domestic effairs of a Member State. He would be present at meetings
without taking his seat at the cormittee table, Before the vote on the
question of competence; he would resume his seat to reply to arguments on
that issue and to cast his vote,

6. The representative of India submitted a draft resolution
(A/C.1/451/Corr.1), which, after certain revisions (A/C.1/461/Rev.1),

wvas adopted by the First Committee and is set'out as resolution "A" at the
end of the present report,

/7. The representatives
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T+ The representatives of France and Mexico Jointly subtmitted a draft
resolutlon which, after certain revisions (A/C.1/:62/Rev.1), provided,
inter g:l.i_a_ , that the General Assembly should invite the Governments of
India and the Union of South Africa to enter into discussion at a
round-table conference, taking into consideration the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration of

Humen Rights and to call upon the Covernment of Pakistan to take part
in such talks,

submitted a draft resolution which, after certain revisions (A/C.1/463/Rev.l)
provided, inter alia, that the General Assembly should call upon the
Governments of India end the Union of South Africa to renew their affdrts

to reach en agreement settling their dispute through a round-teble
conference or by other meens, such as mediation and conciliation; invite

the two Covermnments to associate the Government of Pakistan in their

8. The represgntgtivés of Australia, Denmark and Sweden Jolintly

efforts; end request the Preasident of the Genzral Assembly and the
Secretary-General to render all aassistance in bringing the parties
together and, if the perties agreed, to designate a lMediatcr. After
discussion the representatives of Australia, Denmark and Sweden withdrew
this draft resolution, reserving the right to present further proposals
in the Ceneral Assembly. ' ; ot

9. The above draft resolutions were put to the vote at the 268th meetling
on 11 May 1949. The draft resolution submitted by the representative of
the Union of South Africa was rejected by 33 votes to 5,' with 12

abatentions, as follows:

In favour: Argentina, Brazll, Greece, Netherlands, Union of South

Africa. .
Apainste Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanisten, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Colombia,
) Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Haiti,

‘Honduras, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico,
Norway, Pekistan, Penema, Philippines, Poland, Saudi
Arabia, Siam, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republico, United States of
America, Uruguay. . :

Abstentionss Aua'hralia; Belgium, Burma, Canada, Dominican Republic,
France, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, -
United Xingdomn,

/10. The dvaft
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10. The draft resolution submitted by the representative of India was
adopted by 21 votes to 17, with 12 abstentions , as follows:
In favour: Egypt, Heiti, India, Irvan, Irag, Lebanon, Liberia,
| Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Polend, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socilalist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist }%apublics, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repubd. ic,
Chile, China, _
Against: Denmark, Ecuador, France, Greece, liorwey, Panama, Peru,
Siam, Sweden, Turkey, Union of Couth Africa, United
Kingéom, United States of Amerilca, Argentina, Australia,
Belgium, Brazil,
Abgtentions: Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Honduras, .
' Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Uruguay, Veneczuela,
Burma, Canada, Colombia.
11. The reprosentatives of France and Mexico accepted an Iranian amondment
(incorperated in resolution "B" telow) to their joint draft resolution,
by which the Governments of India, Pakistan end the Union of South Africa
were equally invited to enter into discussion.
12. The reprcsentatives of France and Mexico also accepted an amendment
b:,r‘ the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Sociallst Republic deleting
the worde "end the Decleration of Human _Rights".
13. The repregsentative of Haiti submitted an amendment propos\ing the
restoré‘bion of the words "and the Declaration of Human Rights" in the
Joint draft resolution of France and Mexico, The Haitian amendment was
adopted by 20 votes to 18, with 12 abstentions.
14, As emended, the joint draft resolution of France and Mexico vas
adopted by 39 votes to 2, with 9 abstentlions, as -follows:
In favour: Denmark, Dominicen Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Fremce,
Greece, Halti, Honduras, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia,
Mexico, Netherlands, New ze‘zaland, Ilicaragua, Norway,
Pakistan, Penama, Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia,
Siam, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, United States of America,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Afghanistan, Belgium, Brazil,
Burma, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba.
Acainsgt: Union of South Africa, Australia,
Abstentions: India, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics, United Kingdom,
Yugoslavia, Argentina, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, China.

/15, The First
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15, The First Comnittee therefores tran

smits the folloﬁing resolutions to
the General Assombly: ' '

TREATMERT CF IEDIAHS IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

A
The Gereral Assembly,

Having considered the cormunication made by the Governmer - of

India to the Secretary-General of the United Nations dated
12 July 1948,

Mindful of the precwmble of. the Charter and of the provigions
relating to the premotion of human riéhta and fundamental freedoms
contained in Mrticle 1 (poragraph 3), Article 13 (paragraph 1),
Article 55 (sub-paragraph (e)), Article 55, Article 62 of the Charter,

Having regerd to its resoluticon 103 (I) of 19 November 1946

against racial perszcuticn end dircrimination and resolution 217 (IIT)
of 10 December 1948 proclaiming a Univergal Declaration of Humarr
Rights vhich entitles everyone to all the rights and freedoms set
forth in that Declaration wlthout dictinction of any kind such as
race, colour, et cetera,

Recalling paragrephs 1 and 2 of its resolution 44 (I) of
8 December 1GL6,
I Is of the opinion that the treatment of persons of Indlan andl
Pakisten origin in the Union of South Africa is not in conformity with

- the relevant provislons of the Charter, the resolutlons of tle

Asgembly and the international obligations under the agrecments

concluded between the two Governments;

2, DRecormends thet a Commission, composed of representabives of

three Members of the United Nations, cne nominabed by Indias, one by the
Union of South Africa and one to be elected by the two revreesentatives
so nominated, be appointed:
(&) To study the situation arising out of the treatment of
persons of Indian and Pakistan origin in South Africa;
(b) To report to the fourth regular session of the General
Asseribly the result of its study and submnit recommsndations for °
the solution of the problen,
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The Ceneral Lsssmbly,

Talking note of the application mades by the Government of India
regarding the treatrent of people of Indian origin in the Union of
South Africa as well as of conoiderations put forwerd by the
Govermment of the Uniom, and having exeminred the matier,

Invitos the Go*m;rmn‘bs oif India, Pakicten and the Union of
South Africa to enter into discussion at a round-table conforence,
taking into considoration the purpocss and rrinciples of the
Chartge of the United Nations ond the Declaretion of Puuen Rights.
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