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1. At its 146th plenary meeting held an 28 Septe:mber .1948, the General 

.J\.gsembly d.ecicled to 1.·of'er to the First Co!ll!:'tl.ttee,. for consideration and. 

report , the item on its aBend.a entit~ed "Treatment of Indie.ns in the 

Union of' South Africa.". 

2. The First Committee considered this item at its 263rd and 265th to 
268th meetinc;~, held -between 9 and 11 Hey. 1949. • 

3 . At the 263rd :ir.eetinc on 9 Muy, the representc:tive of the Union of' 

. South Af'rica moved t hat the First Comn.ittee should ·discuss the questi on 

of its competence b~fore t he substance of the matter. This motion ·was 
. . 

rejected by 33 votes to 7, with 10 abstentions. 

4. The re~resentative of the Union of- South Africa also sub:::litted a draft 

resolution (A/C.1/460) to the of'fect·that this item, dealing uith the 

treatment of Indians, Asians and other non-white citiz~ns of the Union 

of South Africa (A/577) was a matter which was ;essentially ·within the · 

domestic jurisdic·t;icn of the Union of South Africa, nnd tbat ·it clid not 

fall ·within the competence of the Assembly. 

5. At the 265th meeting on 10 May the representative of -tbe Union of' 

South f..:f:..~ica sa:i,d that he wa.s n:ot pr~pared to participate in a discussion 

of' the substance of the Indian.com.plni?t, because such participation would 

be an -admission tpo.t the ·Up.itea. !fotions had. the r:i.Ght to interfere in the 
domestic e.fi'aira of a Member State. He would be present at meetings 

11ithout taking his seat at the committee table. Before the vote on the 

question of competence; ·he would reSUllle . hie seat to reply to argurionts on 

that issue and to cast his vote. 

~- The representative of India sttpmitted· o. draft resolutio~ 

(A/c . 1/461/corr. l), which, after certain-revisions (A/C . 1/461/Rev.l), 

vas adopted by the Firet Co::mn.ittee and ts set· out as .resolution "A" at the 

end of' the present r eport. 
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7.. The representatives of' lt"'rance and Mexico jointly subm.ittetl a ara:rt 

resolution which, after certain revisions (A/C .1/462/Rev .1), :provided, 

inter aH.a, that the General Assembly should. invite the Governments of' 

India and the Union of South Africa to enter into discussion at a 
round.-table conference, taking into consideration the :purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration of 

Ruman Rights and to call tlpon the Government of Paki otan to take p?.rt 

in such tallco. 

8. The repres~nt8:tives of' Australia, Den.TUo.rk .and Sired.en jointly 

submitted. a dra.ft resolution which, •afte:::- certain revisions (A/C.1/463/Rev.l) 

provided, inter alia, thnt the General Assembly should call upon the 

Governments of India and the Union of South Africa to renew their efforts 

to reach en a.oreement _settling their dispute throuGh a round-table · 

conference or by other means, sv.ch as mediation and conciliation; invite 

the two Governments to associate the Government of Pakistan in their 

efforts; -end request the President of the Genaral Assembly and tbe 

Secretary-General to render all assistance in bringinc the parties 

tOGether and, if the :parties atreed, to deoieriate a Mediator. After 

discussion the represontntives of' Australia, Denmark snd Sweden withdrew 

this draft resolution, re.'Serving the right to· :pr(?sent :further · proposals 

in the General Assembly. 

9. The above draft resolutions were :put to ·the vote at the 268th :meeting 

on 11 May 1949 . ~he draft resolution submitted by tl1e representative of 

the Union of South Africa wao rejected by 33 votes to 5, with 12 

abstentions, as :follows: 

In favour: Al.~gentina, Brazil, Greece, Netherlands, Union of South 

Africa. 

Aflainst : 

' 

Venezuela, Yer1en, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, l3yeloru.aaian 

Soviet Socialist Rel)ublic., Chile, China, Colombia, 

Costa· Rica, Cub~, Denmark, Ecuador, EGYJ?t , Ilaiti; 

'Honduras, ·India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, 

'Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Ph:i.li:ppinos , Pol~d, Saucli 

Arabia, Siam, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socielist ·Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socioli~t Republico, • United State~ 'oi:·· 

Anerica, Uruguay. 

Abstentions: AuatroJ.ia, :Belgium, Burr>..a, Ca.na9-8-, ·Dominican Be:::mblic, 

France, New Zealand., ·Nicaragua, Peru, Sweden, Turlcey, • 

United KinGdom. 
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10. The draft resolution submitted by the representative of Inclia was 

adopted by 21 votes to 17, with 12 abstentions, as i'ollows: 

In favou!: Egy1)t ,- Rai ti, IncJ.a, Iran, Iraq, Lo banon, Liberia, 

Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Pola.-id, Saudi Arabia, 

Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic , Union of 

Soviet Socialist ~epublics, Yemen, Yugoslavia,. 

Afghanistan, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repub.'ic, 

Chile, China. 

Acai~: Denriarlc, Ecuador, Fra..'1ce, Greece, Horway, Panaii'..a., Pert, , 

Siam, Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Af'rica, .United 

Kingcom, United States of America, .Are;entina; ·Aus:tralia, 

Tielgitun, Tirazil. 

Abstentions: Costa Rica, Cuba, I)om..tnican Republic; Honduras, . 

netherlands, :New Zealand, Nicaragua, Urue,'Uay, Venezuela, 

Burma, Canada, Colombiao 

11. The representatives of Fra.'"lce and Mexico accepted an Irenien anwndm€nt 

(incor:porateJ. in resolution "B" below) to their joint draft resolution, 

by which the Governments of India, Pakistan ru1d the Union of South Africa 

were equally invited to enter into diacuosion. 

12. The representatives of France and Mexico also accepted an amendment 

by the representativo of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic deleting 

the 'Words "end the Declaration of Human ·Rights11
• 

13. The representative of Haiti submitted an amendment proposing the 

restoration of' the words "and the Declaration of Ruman Rights'' in the 

joint dra:f't resolution of France and Mexico. Tl1e Haitian arncnd:nent was 

adopted by 20 votes to 18, ,Tith 12 abstentions . 

14~ As amended, the joint draft resolution of France and Mexico was 

ad.opted by 39 votes to 2, with 9 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Demr.ark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt , France, 

Greece , Haiti, Honduras, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, 

Nexico, Netherlands, New Zealand., Nicaragua, Norway, . ' 

Pakistan, Panrun.a, Peru, Philiyi:pinco, Saudi /1rabia, 

Siam, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, United States of America, 

Uru0uay, Venezuela, Yemen, Afghanistan, BclGium., Brazil, 

Burna, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba. 

Against: Union of South Africa, Australia. 

Abst~ntions: India, Polo.nd, Uh-aininn Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republico, United Kingdom, 

Yugoslavia, ArBentina, Byeloru.ssian Soviet Soci~list 

Republic, China. 
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The' First Com.ni ttee therefore tr?".smit" +.11e 

,.._., 0 y following resolutions to 
the General Ass3mbly: 

_TREATI•:ml·!T OF II-IDI/-,.1':S Dv TTIE UNION OF sourr-r AFRICA 

A 

The General As~bly, 

Having consiclered the communication mad.c by the Goiternm.cr ·:. of 

India to the Sec1·etary- General of the United nations dated. 

·· ' 12 July 1948 .. 

HinclfUl of tho rre(l.mble of. -the Chr.rter and of the provisioas 

relating to the p1·c~.otion of htt.>nan :rights end f'und.runental f'reedoma 

conto.ined in J\.rticle 1 (:pm .. a5ro.ph 3) , Article 13 (:Para{}raph 1), 

Article 55 ( sub- ].'.)a:ragra:ph { c)) , Article 56 , Article 62 of the Charter, 

Havirq regard. to its reaoln•;::;i~ 103 (I) o:f 19 :t•Jovombcr 1946 

against racial :persecutic-n end. diGcr"1.,,.,.fnation and resolution 217 (III) 

of 10 Decem'ber 1948 proclaiming a Univers:.:i.l Declarotiori ·of ·Human 

Rishts ,1hich entitles eYeryone to all the richts and. freeclom.s set 

forth in that Decla:ra.tion without distinction of any kind such as 

race, colours et cetoro., 

Recallin~ :paragraphs 1 and 2 of its resolution 41~ (I) of 

8 December 1946, 

1. ls of the opinion that the treatment of peraons o-:: Indian and 

Pakistan origin in the Union of Sot..th Africa i □ not in conforci.ty with 

• the relevant provisions of the Charter , · t he resolutions of the 

Assembly anQ the iaternational obli3ations under the agreenents 

concJ.u.cled 'between th~ t•110 Governments ; 

2. Tiecon:rnend.s that a Commission, composed. of representatives of · 

three Members of the United Nations, ono notu.no.tecl by India, one by tbe 

Union of South Africa and one to be electeq. by the· two re:yreeentatives 

so no:::rinntea., be appointed: 

( a) To stuuy the si tua.tion ari sin13 out of the treatment of 

peraons of Indian and. Pakistan oricin in South f~rica; 

(b) To report to the fourth regular seoo:ion of the General 

Assembly the result of its study and nub:ut recon:unendations for • 

the solution of the proolen. 

/B 



B 

The Genoral As~e't!1~:l,y, • 

!_.~ng; note of the application Dmdo by tho Gove::.-nmcnt of Inclia 

regarding the treatt10nt ·o:r people of Indi.n.n origin in t he Union of 

South Africa as .rell as of conoidernt j_o;ng :put :fo:nrc .. rd by the 

Government of the Union, ancl ha-ving c:-::e.min.ed.. the matter, 

Invi tea the GoY~u""T.:ICOn-ts of Ind.ie., Pc:.k:i. otel1. and tho Union -:>f 

Sou.th .Africa to en-'.;cr into . discv.ssion at a roux1c.-tablo conf'ore!.ce, 

taking into cono:i.dorntion t;1e :fV.X'l)ocaa end p:ci nc:i.pl es of tho 

Cba~T -of the United mrtions o..nd. the Declaration ~f . ffiu::.e..n Rights, 

• -----




