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I.  OPEN NG OF THE CONFERENCE
A Vel coni ng cerenmony
1. On 15 Novenber 1999, the Acting President of the Republic of Brazil, H

E. M. Marco Antonio de Aiveira Maciel, addressed the Conference. The
Covernor of the State of Pernanbuco, HH E. M. Jarbas de Andrade Vasconcel os,
gave a wel comi ng address. The Mnister of State for the Environnent of the
Republic of Brazil, H E M. José Sarney Filho, also gave a wel com ng
address. The President of the General Assenbly, H E M. Theo-Ben CQurirab,
made a statement. The Executive Secretary of the secretariat for the
Convention to Conbat Desertification, M. Hama Arba Diallo, nade a statenent.

The Mayor of Recife, H E. M. Roberto Magal hdes, nade a wel com ng statenent.

B. pening of the session

2. The third session of the Conference of the Parties, convened pursuant to
article 22 of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification, was
opened in Recife, Brazil, on 15 Novenber 1999, by the Executive Secretary of

the Secretariat for the Convention.
3. The President of the second session of the Conference of the Parties, H

E. M. Souty Touré, Mnister for the Environment and Protection of Nature of

the Republic of Senegal, nade a statenent.

C. Election of the President

(Agenda item 1)
4. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference elected H E
M. José Sarney Filho, Mnister of State for the Environment of the Republic

of Brazil, as President by accl anation.

5. At the sane neeting, the President made a statenent.
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D. Opening and general statenents

6. At the 2nd plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, the Executive Secretary of

the secretariat of the Convention to Conbat Desertification nmade a statenent.

7. Al so at the same neeting, statements were nade by the representatives of
Quyana (on behal f of the States Menbers of the Goup of 77 and China), Finland
(on behal f of the States Menbers of the European Union), Col onbia, Lebanon,

Benin (on behal f of the African Goup), Lesotho and the Republic of Korea.

8. At the same neeting, the Secretary-Ceneral of the Convention on Wtl ands
(RAMBAR) nade a statenment. Statenents were al so nade by the representatives
of the League of Arab States, the Arab Organization for Agricultural

Devel opnent and the International O ganization for La Francophoni e.

9. Also at the 2nd neeting, statenments were nade by the representatives of
the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations and the United

Nati ons Educational, Scientific and CQultural Organization.

10. At the same neeting, the Assistant Administrator and Director of the
Bureau for Devel opnent Policy of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme nade

a statenent.

11. The representative of the Esquel G oup Foundation, Brazil, also nade a

statement on behal f of the community of non-governnental organizations.

12. At the 4'" meeting, on 19 Novenber, the representative of Peru nade a

statement on behal f of the Latin Amrerican and Cari bbean G oup.
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1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL NATTERS

A Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

(Agenda item 3)

13. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference adopted its

agenda as contained in docunent | CCDYCOP(3)/1 and Corr. 1.

B. Election of other officers

(Agenda item 2)

14. At its 1st plenary nmeeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference el ected the

follow ng officers by accl anmati on:

Vi ceNPresi dents:

M. Jafarov Qgtay (Azerbaijan)
M. Sange de Silva (Canada)

M. Pascal Yoadi madji (Chad)

s. Maria Antonia Masana (Peru)

Lazea Cheorghe (Ronani a)
Ali Bin Saad Altokhais (Saudi Arabia)

Abdul Ham d Al -Munaj ed (Syrian Arab Republic)

=535z

Koffi Santy Sany Adade (Togo)

Vi ce- Presi dent - cunt Rapport eur:

M. Victor Louro (Portugal)

Chai rman of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy

M. Mses D. Miuneno (Zi nbabwe)

C. Oaqganization of work, including the establishnment
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of a Conmittee of the Wiole
(Agenda item 3)
15. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, follow ng a statement by the

representative of Canada, the Conference approved the proposed organi zati on of
work for the session, as contained in document | CCDY COP(3)/1, annex Il, and
Corr.1., on the understanding that m nor nodifications mght be nade as

necessary.

Establishnent of the Committee of the Wol e

16. At the 1st plenary nmeeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference decided to
establish a Conmittee of the Whole at its third session to consider

out standi ng i ssues for adoption by the Conference.
17. At the same neeting, upon the proposal of the President, the Conference
desi gnated as ex-officio nenber of the Bureau, M. John Ashe (Antigua and

Bar buda), as Chairnan of the Commttee of the Wole.

D. Committee on Science and Technol ogy

18. The Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy held 7 neetings (1st to 7th),
from16 to 19 Novenber 1999.

19. The Committee had before it the foll ow ng agenda:
1. Openi ng of the session.
2. El ecti on of Vice-Chairpersons.
3. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
4. Benchnar ks and i ndi cators.
5. Survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions, agencies

and bodi es.

6. Report on the work of other bodies performng work simlar to that
envi saged for the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy.

7. Tradi tional know edge.

8. Early warning systens.
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9. Future work programme of the Conmittee.
10. Roster of independent experts.
11. Creation, if necessary, of an ad hoc panel or panels.
12. Gt her matters.
13. Report on the session.
20. At its 1st nmeeting, on 16 Novenber, the Conmittee el ected by accl amati on

M. Odanrewaju Snith (Canada) as Vi ce-Chairperson and M. Carl os Val erezo

Manosal vas (Ecuador)as Vi ce-Chai r per son- cum Rapporteur.

21. At its 4th nmeeting, on 17 Novenber, the Conmittee el ected by accl amati on

M. Reza Hossei npour Tavani (Islanmic Republic of Iran) as Vice-Chairperson.*

22. The Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy made a nunber of recommendations
to the Conference of the Parties, which took action on themat its _ , on __
Novenber (see paras. ) (to be conpleted).

E. Adm ssion of organi zations as observers

(Agenda item5)

Qobserver status for intergovernmental organizations

23. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference decided to
accord observer status to the intergovernnental organization listed in

docunent | CCDY COP(3)/15, annex I.

* The post of one Vi ceNChairperson remai ned vacant.
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Accredi tation of nonNgovernnental organi zations

24. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 15 Novenber, the Conference decided to

accord observer status to the non-governnental organizations listed in

docunent | CCDY COP(3)/15, annex Il, and docunent | CCDY COP(3)/15/ Add. 1, annex.

F. Attendance

[ To be conpl et ed]

G Docunent ation

[ To be conpl et ed]

[ REMAI NI NG CHAPTERS AND FI NAL DECI S| ONS TO BE COVPLETED]
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