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(Addendum)

A3d to Part I the following:
COORDINATING BOARD OF JEVISH CRGANIZATIONS .
(communtcation deted 8 November 1960)
STATEMENT COF MAJCR AMERICAN JEWISH CRGANIZATIONS ON
‘ THE PLIGHT OF SOVIET JEWS

On %the occasion of Yom Kippur, the sacred Day of Atonement of Jewish
communidtles around the world, the undersigned American Jewish organizatione feel
irpelled-to Join in this solemn declaration on a:matter of deep urgency for
commen comcern and action during the forthcoming peried: o

The United Nations General Assembly.-ils.now ireeting in the preserice of the .
leasders of many siates. -Questions of intermaticpal peace are naturally uppermost
‘n every mind. ' e

Jews, as & people with a particular awaresness of mlnority problems; are
especially sensitive to the need for relaxation of temsion and for the-creatiOn of
an atmosphere conducive to the diminuticon and disappearance of national,'ethnic;
racial, and religious diserimipation. ' o

The creation of such an atmosphere demards, however, that provlems causing
cenuine pomular concern be framkiy faced, rather than passed over in silence. A
releyaticn of tension requires not only the settlement of questioms cutstarndlng

tetween governments, but also the elimination of issues causing anxiety to peoples.
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It is with this factor in mind that we must refer, with deep sorrow and ever-
mounting concern, to the plight of the 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 Jews in the Soviet
Union.

Reports wnose veracity can no longer be 1in doubt eclearly indicate thst &
special policy is belng applled agalnst Soviet Jews both az individuals end &5 &D
ethnic, religious and eultural group. This poliey stands in sharp contrast even
to those institutional facilities which have been permitted to other ethnie
and religious groups in the Soviet Union; moreover, it contradicts the very
principles of equality vhich the Soviet suthorities have repeatedly professed in
International forums.

¥ajor facets of this tragic and deterlorating position have consistently been
brought to public attention. They include a persistent refusal to restore their
culiural institutions to Soviet Jews {after years of forclble deprivations)
and e campaign of incitement in Russia and im the Ukraine against Judeism. Anong
those who have verified these reports are many outstanding perscnalities, including
outspoken friends of the Soviet Union.

We American Jewish organizations find it diffieult to believe that the Soviet
authorities can refuse to take note of the collective concern of mankirnd. It
weuld in no way be inconsistent with the Soviet system to carry out a wajor change
in policy towards Soviet Jewry. Such a change would require:

{1) The granting of full cultural snd religious group rights and

instituticns in Yiddieh and Hebrew to Soviet Jews, including the right to

establish a federation of Jewish communities inside the Soviet Urnion;

(2} Permission to Soviet Jewa to emigrate, ir mcoordance with the primeiples

of the Human Rights Declaration, for purposes such as the reunlon of

dispersed families; and

(3) Resumpticn of organizational contact between Soviet Jews and Jewlsh

groups elsevhere. :

The undersigned organizations appeal to men of good-will everywhere to bring
the full welght of respomsible public opinion to bear so that the traglc position
of Sovliet Jews may be alleviated:

IR



! E/CN.b/sub.2/L.216/Add . b
Erglish
Page 3

American-Israel Public Affairs Committee;

Americen Jewlsh Congress;

American Trade Union Council for Labor Isxmel;
American zZionist Council;

B*nal B'rith;

Eadassah;

Jewlsh Agency for Israel;

Jewlsh Iabor Committee;

Jewlsh War Veterans of the U.S.;

[abor Ziorlst Moverent;

Mizrachl-Fapoel Hamizrachi;

National Community Relations Advisory Council;
Natlonal Councl) of Young Israsl;

Union of American Hebrew Congregatlons;

Union of Orthodox Jewlsh Congregations of America;
United Synagogue of America;

Zicnist Orgamization of America.

(Appended to thls statement is & memorandum llsting some of the ovtstanding

end documented facts concerning the situation of Soviet Jews today. )

THE PLIGHT OF SOVIET JEWRY
STATEMENT OF FACTS

Soviet Jews suffer disabilities both as an ethnic-cultural and religious group
erd a5 1ndividuals. These disabilities, which do not apply to other groups or
individuals in the Soviet Union, stand in clear contradiction to the framewcrk of
Soviet government.

(a) ILike all other ethnic groups in the Soviet Union, Jews are specifically

recognlzed as a "natiopality"”, but they constitute the only such group

deprived by officisl policy from any of the attendant privileges granted to
all other pationalities in the Soviet Unlon. These laclude schools,
newspapers, publishing houses and thestres in the reticnal tongue, plus
iostruction in the cultural end historic traditions of the natlionmality in
guestion. Yet in Lenin's and even jn Stalin's early days, Jews are permitted
extenslve facllities in the fleld of Yiddish culture. To this day other
rational groups, even when territorislly dlspersed, hold these privileges.

Soviet Jews are unlque 1n belng denled such opportunitles.

Jewish cultural institutioms did not "wither away'; they were dismantled

by administrative measures and at least 450 Jewlsh cultursl leaders were

.
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executed (19%8-53). HNor is there anmy iruth to the claim that the Jews
themselves have mow "lost interest” in Jewish 1ife. The official Soviet
census returns of U February 1950, show that of 2,268,000 persons who
officially declared themselves Jewish, no less than hT?,OOD declared Yiadish
t0 be their mother tongue. (In eddition, some 800,000 Jews are belleved
t0 have hidden their identity apd to have registered a&s "Russian” or -
“Ykrainian'; many of thesa may be Yiddish spenking as well.) There are many
ethnic groups in the Soviet Unlon whose mexbership is far less than
L72,000 and who, nevertheless, are grapted full cultural facilities.

It should also be stressed that other dispersed national groups 1n the
Soviet Union without territorial baeis - such as the Polish minority in
some of the Baltic Republics, the Germene in Central Asia, ani the Tadjik
minority within the Uzhek‘Republié - are granted full cultural organizaticnal
facilities. This applies to some extent to ‘thé G:,rpsies as well. There
1s therefore no obJective reason whatever why Jewe should be singled out for
differential treatment. Yet there is mot & single Jewish school in the
whole Soviet Union, even if the so-called "Jewish Autonomous Reglon” of
Birocbidjan. As late.ﬁs 1932, however, there were nc fewer than 1,400 Jewish
schools with 150,000 pupils. _
(b) Unlike other religious groups - Pravoslavs, Baptists and Méqsle.ms - Jews
are prevented from having e nation-wide federation of religious comminities,
the only organizational framework through which religious groups in the
USSR can maintein and congtruct houses of worship a.nd manufacture religious
articles. While churches are being repaired and reopened, syragogues
are being clogsed. The ban on the Hebrew language prevents Jewish children
from even understanding the prayers of thelr religion.
(c) As individuals, Jews have been removed in large numbers from positions
of major govermmental responsibility. Omly three Jews rerain among scme
1,300 deputies of the two houses of the Supreme Soviet, even thoughl the
Sovliet of Natiomalities was ereated for the specific purposes of granoting
equltable representation to all etbmic groups; end only two Jews ere smong

sore 250 members and candidate menmbers of the Central Commlttee of the Soviet
Communist Party.
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