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I NCLUSI ON OF ACTI VI TI ES OF NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS W THI N
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Draft decision submtted by Finland on behalf of the European Union
and its nenber States

Enhancenent of the participation of non-governnental organizations
in the work of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parti es,
Recal ling its decision 27/ COP. 1,

Recalling also the inportant role of the Parties in facilitating the
partici pati on of non-governmental organizations, comrunity-based organizations
and other civil society representatives fromall over the world, particularly
from affected devel oping countries in the work of the Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zi ng the inportant role of non-governnental organizations,
conmuni ty- based organi zati ons and other civil society representatives in
i mpl enentati on of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification

Acknow edgi ng the need for inputs fromthe non-governnmental actors in
di scussions on issues related to inmplementation of the Convention

Acknowl edgi ng al so that participation of non-governmental actors at al
levels is a key to the successful inplenmentation of the Convention

Concerned by the | ow | evel of participation of non-governnenta
organi zati ons, comuni ty-based organi zati ons and other civil society
representatives, particularly from devel oping countries, at its third session

1. Wel conmes the inmportant contributions made by non-governnent a
organi zati ons, comuni ty-based organi zati ons and other civil society
representatives during the two hal f-day open dial ogue sessions at its third
sessi on;
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2. Invites non-governnental organizations, comunity-based
organi zations and other civil society representatives involved and interested in
conmbating desertification and/or mtigating the effects of drought to
participate in its forthcom ng sessions;

3. Deci des that adequate tinme shall be allowed at an appropriate point
in the agenda of its forthcom ng sessions for interactive dial ogue, as well as
coordi nated reporting by non-governnmental organizations, conmunity-based
organi zations and other civil society representatives on their activities in
i mpl ementing the Conventi on;

4, Al so deci des that non-governnental organi zations, conmunity-based
organi zations and other civil society representatives shall be given
opportunities to express their coordinated views at its sessions and in neetings
of its subsidiary bodies;

5. Invites the international comunity, particularly devel oped
countries, to provide support for ensuring a greater participation of non-
government al organi zati ons, communi ty-based organi zati ons and ot her civi
soci ety representatives, particularly fromaffected devel opi ng countries, inits
future sessions, through bilateral cooperation and/or through contributions to
t he Suppl ementary Fund adni ni stered by the Convention secretariat;

6. Also invites international devel opnent institutions and
i ntergovernnental bodies to facilitate the participation of non-governnenta
organi zati ons, comuni ty-based organi zati ons and/ or other civil society
representatives in its future sessions.



