{

7
.

T ¢ o UNRESTRICTED
United Nations Naitions Unies n/8%2
11 Apeil 1G4
E‘ L}Ia,I_D sl

GENERAL o ASSEMBLER ORIGLIAL: Fii

ASSEMBLY GERERALE

O

i ]

REAUEST FOP TFE THCIUSION OF ADDITIONAL TTEMS
IN THE AGENDA OF THD THIRD REGUL/R SESSION, SUBMITTED RY
BOLIVIA AiD usTRarnzall)

Telegram dated 9 April 1949 Trem thre Government of the Peopia's

Republic of Bulparia to the
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ecratar \-Gquval

Hote by the Secretzrv-Coneral: The Secretary-General has ths

honour to ccmmunicate to the Memkers of the Oencral Assembly for their
information the text of a tclegram dsted G April 1949 which he has

received from thalGovernmcnt of ths Pezople's Republic of Bulgaria.

Sofia, 9 April 1949,

The Government of the FPeopiels Panublic'of Bulgaria is deeply
astonished to learn that the CGoverrmsnta of cortain States have proposed
for inclusion in the agerda cf the rre pont session of the Unitsd Nations
an item concerning an allsged restricition of religious freedom in Bulgarlias
and in Hungary. The trial of the Tifteen pastors in Bulgaria and of
Cardinal Mindszenty in Hungary have been used 2o a pretext for this
proposal,

The Bulgarian Government protects most onergetically ageainst this
prcposal: on grounds of form, since this 18 a2 purely domestic mutter
and on grounds of ﬁrinciple, gince this proposal is brsed on mendacious
and biazed information. .

(1) Those who have mmde this proposal ere *sking advantage of the
Tact that the Security Council hos not yet acted i VOu“Bblj upon Bulgariats
fully-Justified application for membershiv of the United Nationa, If it
had done so, Bulgaria would huve received all the rights and guarantees
enjoyed by Members of the Organization, in defence of her nationsl
sovereignty and dignity against all calumnicus accusations.

(2) The vproposel ccncerns.é ratter exclusively within the

Jurisdiction of the Bulgarisn State - more particularly, a question of

T

ustice, The request Tor United Nations intervention in such a field is
all the more strange since 1t concerns a State - the People's Republic

of Bulgaria - in which justice iﬂ based upon the most medern principles in
force in democratic states and, more particularly, guarantess the right of

the accuc2d Lo every means of dzfense.
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{3) Religious Treedcm in Bulgeria is fully guaranteed to all sects.
Internntional sublic opinicn krows not a single example of the restriction
of the freedom of any sect in Bulgeria whatever constituting violation of
religious liberty = certainly not that of Bulgarian Protestants, who number
only about 15,000, The conderned pastors not only confassed. the crimes
of vhich they were gullty against thelr country, but also denounced ani
unmasked certain foreipn circles and highlye-plnced personso who had iucited
then to become Toreign agents. Certzin quarters, in ordor to unleash a
campaign of calumny against Bulgsris, have chosen 2s their pretext a trizi
vhich was held in the sight and lknowlelge of the entire world .......vevvnn
agents in the pay of a foreipn Power. The confessions of the Tifteen
postors were made publicly in the vresence of the representaitives of
the Internztional Press and sccréedited missions in.Bulééria. The
confessiona were so deotailed end in such close agresement with the
teatimony of the majlority of the witnesses that-they could not leave the
slightest doubt in the mind of eny impertial cbserver.

In its protest against the proposal to submit to the General Assembly
cf the United Nations the guecaotion of Eho alleged violation of rsligious
liberty in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Government voices the profound

indlgnatvion which was evoked by the criminnl activities of the fifteen

el

pastors, above all among Bulgarian Protestants and honest pastors, and also
among all Bulgarians whatever their religious opinions,

The proposal of certain delegates to submit Lo the United Fatious the
quesation of the allegsd violation of religioug liberty and othor liberties
in Bulgaria in relation to the execution of the clauses of the Peace
Treéty ig also inconsistent, since the Peace Treaty itsslf provides means
to ensure the execution of its conditiona.

The Government of the People's Republic of Eulgaria firmly believes
that the United Nations, towards which it feels respect, will not be
influenced by proposels that have nothing to do with the preservation of

world peace and internatioral collaboration.

Vasgil KOLAROFF,
Vice-President of the Council and

Minister for Foreign Affasirs of Bulgaris

Note: The text of this coble was transcribsd as received pending

confirmation of obgcure passages.





