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RE,:;l,UEST FOR 'i'HE I NCLUoIO~,r 0:;' faj)J'II'rION1\L ITEMS 

IN TIIE .AGEi'JDA OF THE THIRD :C;E<,'UL!J-:_ SESSION, Sl1BMIT'1.1.1:.:D BY 

:BOT,IVL-1\. AND j,US':ixf.:.LI1\ ( l) 

Telegni~ da y_ecl 9 April 19~9 f:r£~1)._ tte _2·_<2.;:~_;:_mr.2,_nt of the Peo:pl0 1 s_ 

RepubHc of Bul(';'l.ric1 _:to the Sec:ret~r,r-Genaro.1. 

Note o.v t.he S0creta.r;v - Ge:.1e~--al: The Secrote.ry-Gsner,D hs.s the 

honom~ t o ccrr~ unicate to the Members of t:ha 0-enc r al A:1eembly for their 

informa tion the t~xt of a t elosr.am d~.ted 9 April 1949 which he has 

received. f::.•om the Governme!nt of th!3 People I s P.c,ublic of Bulcarh . 

Sotia, 9 AprH 191+9 . 

The Govern.rnent cf th~ Feo1)le I s fe?ubJ.:ic of :Bul garia is deeply 

actonished. to le~:::n thftt the Gc"·er.r:m.(,ntn of carte. in Ste.t3s have :proponed. 

for inclusion in the a 0er:~la of tr,() rr9ec-n-t session of the United Nat.ions 

an item concern:i.116 n.n all,;;0ed rectr:.c-ti on of' rel10 ioua freed om in :Bulgaria 

~md in Huncary . The trio.l of the fifteen pantoro ii-1 Bul;p.ria and of 

Ca rdina l Mindszent.y in Hunea r,y havo been usod e.s a p re text for thio 

proposal . 

The Bul5arian Government protests moot onor{;etically against ttio 

prcp·osal : on srounds of form, since this io a purely clomeatic mc~tter 

nnd on gronncls o:f principle, since this proposal is b0.sed on mendacious 

and bia3ei infor~tion . 

(1) Those who have n.cde this proposal e.re taki:D.B D.d.vantage of the 

f act that the Security Council ho.s not yet a cted favourably upon Bulga.rie ' s 

fully-justified a.r,plication for n emherl'lhip of tho United :rfat:l.onn. If it 

h:i.d a.one so, Bulea.ria woul<l r.:;.ve recci ved fl.11 the rights and guaranteo:3 

enjoyed by M.embern of tho Orgi.nizr-i. tion , in defence of her no. tional 

oovereignty and dignity o.sr-1.inst nll calumn:lous accw,ntions . 

( 2) The propos~.l concerns a r.,1. tter exclusi vel~r within the 

ju:i:isd. iction of the Bulgarian State - more purticularl;v, r-t question of 

juctice, Ths request for United Nations intervention in such a field :is 

a ll t he :more strA.nge since it concerns a Sta.te - the People ' o :Republic 

of Bulgaria - in which justice is b3.ned upon .the n..ost mcdorn principles in 

force in democratic otates and. , more po.rticularly, guare nteeo the ri .ght o:t 

the accn~aa. to every means of dcfens 0 . 
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(3) Religj ous freed.cm in Bulg1~.ria is fully gua rantec;d to all sec to. 

Interna tio:nal yu1Jlic opi nion }:c.ows not a si::igla e~:a rr...ple of thQ restrj_ction 

of the freedom of any sect in :i3ttlg?.ria whatever consti tuU.ng viol:.ltio::1 of 

religious liberty - corta inly not tha t of :Bali;c1rian Protesta nts , ,rho Ill.l!?lber 

only about l"i, 000 . The ccnd.emned :pa c'co:;:-s not only ccniessecl the crbnes 

of which they were gutlty agr.:J.inst thelr cov.ntry, but a l,30 denounced ani 

nrLTnn.ekec. certain fo:::-eicn circle□ ancl highlY••}?l'.l.c ed. persona who h::=i.cl i1,ci tea_ 

them to becoaw fore5.gn !'.gents . Certe.5.n r;~rters, in order to unlea sh a 

cam})a ign of calumny .'.lgaj_nst Bu1&,rie. , h:ive chosen cs their :pretext a trie.l 

which wa s held. in the si81'1c ar~d. lmm-rl ed.e:;e of t ha en t i re world .. . .. . . , .. . . . 

agents in the p~y of a forei0 1 ?o~rnr . Tlm confessions of tl1<: fifteen 

p~.stors were m:i.de publ :l.cly in the pr0aence of the repreaontc. ti ves of . 
the Interns. tiom.l Press ar.d. &.c~red.i tEd mi.Gsions in Bulga r i a . The 

ccnfeoaions were so deto.iled. c.nd in euch close agreement with the 

t,cetimony of the 1w)ori.ty of the wi tnesses that - they could not leaYe the 

slightest doubt in the n:inci. of rmy .im~f>.rt i;1l c'boer ver . 

In its r>r otest o.sainst the :p:rori:::s:~.l to subni t to the General Assembly 

of the United Nations the quontion of tho alleged viola tion of r 9ligi ous 

liberty in Bulg~.rb, the BulGar:l.an G~·1e1·nment voices the profound 

indignation which W;.s evoked by the crirr-..5.:1.'.c l a ctivities of the fifteen 

:pastors , !:',bove 1,.11 among Bulsa,rien Proteste.nts antl hones t pastors, and also 

f'.mong o.11 Bule;a t>ians wha tever thei:c reli6ious opinions . 

The proposa l of CE'!rta in doleg~teo to subrai t ·to the United N'a tio:.:s th0 

que gtion of the alleged viola tion of r eli5ious l iberty a nd othor l ibortioc 

in Bulga ria in r elation to ·the execution of the cl8uses of the Peace 

T1.·E:aty is also i nc onsistent, s'ince the Peace T:r€~ ty i tsalf provid eG means 

to ensure the execution of i ts conditions . 

The GO\'ernment of t!1e People r s Republic of Bulga:rfa fi r mly believe a 

t h.a.t the United I{a tions , towa r ds whi c h it feels reRpect , wi l l not be 

inf l ~enced. b~r propo::,aln t hat ha ve nothin13 to do with t he prcs0n -a tion 01" 

,-rorld. p eace and intorna tional c ollabora tion . 

Va ssi l .KOU.ROFF, 

Vice-Pr esident of the Council a nd 

Minister foy Foreign Affa trs of Bulgar ia . 

Note : The te.Y:t of t his ce.ble wa s tranGcribed ao r0cei ved pendi ng 

confir:r.:ation of obscure ~~ssages . 




