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1. At i ts 112t h plenary meeting held on 14 November 1947, the General 

Assembly adopted two resolutions (112 (II) ) A and B; on the problem of tht 

independence of Korea and established a Unite d Nations Temporary Commission ' . . . 

on Korea. 

2 . In accordance with its t erms of reference as provided in the General 

,Assembly's resolutions , the United_ Nat~ons Temporary Commission on Korea 

submitted a report t o t.he General Assembly (A/575, A/575/Adds . 1 to 4). 
r 

3. As a conseauence o f t.he n e,.,a t i ,:e result.s of approaches by the Temporary 

C...,mmission to the m:i li tar y au t hor~~ i 0z in North K:Jrea and to t he Gover nments 

of the Union of Sovic;,t Socialist Republics and i.he Ukra2nian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, for th- purpo:::f.l of ,...,btaining the co- operat ion of the military 

authorities in North Korea, the Tsmporary Commission dec.ided, on 6 February 

1948, in accordance with parar;raph 5 of Gene ral ·Assembly resolut ion 112 II, B, 

t o consult with the Inter tm Connni tteE, of the General Assembly with respect to 

the application of that resolution in t he light of developments . 

4. The Inte rim Committee submitted a report to the G'=neral Assembly on the 

above consultations by t he Temporary Commission (A/583). 

5 , At its 142nd plenary meeting, held on 24 September 1948, t he General 

Assembly ·decided .to r efer this question to the First Cormni ttee for 

considerat ion and r eport . 

6 , The First Coillllli tt.ee conside.r ed the question at its 200th and at its 230th 

to 236th meetinc{s inclusive. 

7 . At th~ 200th meeting , on 15 November 1948, the Cormnittee rejected a 

proposal by the representative of Czechosl0 vakia that it should, at that t i me, 

consider his draft r es0lution (A/C .1/367) proposing that the delegation of 

the Korean People's Democratic Republi c should be invited to participate in 

the discussion on this auestion. After f ur t her debate at the 229th and 230th 
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mee tings on .6 December ·1948 , th$.. (::ornnJi:t:-:tEie .·rejected th~ Czechoslovak draft 

r 9sol ution by ·34 •1otes to 6, wHh 8 ~bstention t> . The voting wos ns follovs: 
. - -

In f avour : 

Again::it: 

Ukrainlon Sovii::,t .:ocialis:. R~rpunlic , Union of Sovie t 

Sociali:::t RepubUcs , Yueosluvia, :By,~lorussi:m Soviet 

Soci elist Republic, Czs chonlovc.kia , Poland. 

Siem, Turkoy, Union of South Af r "ica , United K1.ngdom, 

· Uni ~-od 3 ~· :·,tes of Americe, Ur ~-FJ'llt>::r , Austr alia, Belgium, 

Bra zi l , Cnnedn, Chile, Chino , Colombia, Costo Rica , Cuba, 

Denr.~r k , Donlnicon Republic, :E:gypt, ~ l Salvador, 3 thiop ia , 

France , Greece , Haiti, Hondura~, I ndia , Lib~r iu , 

Luxer.l::;ou r g, Ne l_.herlande: , New Zee.l and, Norw:,.y , P-::ikistcn, 

Par a guay, Peru, Phi l ippines . 

Abstaining : Sweden, S:yr.~a , Vene zue lo , I eir.en, Afghanistan , Burw.1, . . : . ... 

·rr cn, I r .G.o :· • 

S . At t he : 230th me1e-ting, by 39=··,;~trn. t o 6
1 

with 1 obs"Sention , t he Co:rr.m.ittee 

o.dopted a Chinese draft ·r asol ~t.i ~n (A/C .1/395) i nvi 'tir..g tte dslegation of t he 

Gove:;:-nment o f' t ho Republic of Koree , under i.tlie--Oh:c irmnnship of Dr . J ohn M. 

Cheng , to pnr t i c i :pnte , wit hout the r ight -to vo~e , in '7,h5 Committee's p.ebcte on 

this question . It wns c l so ogrood, -vithoui.- objection , to invite the 

Repporteur of the United Net ions Ternp~r:::r y Co:mmisrion on Kor er: to pre sent 

i t s · r epor t . 

9 , . The Committee he ld i ts general debotG on the q_ueetion :it its 231st 

to 235th rr~etings inclusivo , end the followiI16 dr e~t r esolutions we r e 

subr:iit-ted : 

10, 

were 

dd 

( c ) A joint drnft r frnolution pr~posed 't;; Aust r eli~, China o.nd tt~ 

United St etes of Armr icc. (A/C .l/h26) which, int-2r a l ia , o:P:Provecl the 

conclusions of th9 r Hpor tc of th-:; Tc:npor::i.ry Co:mrnission and established 

a new Commission on Kor.0n . 

(b) A dr'lft r eoolui:ion propoP.fld by the Unl::,n of Soviet Soc:i.C:.l i st 

Republics , (A/C . 1/427 /Corr . 1) which , i n ter o.lia , r esolv9d that the 

United lfations Tcmporur y Cc .r.:mi s s ion on Kor c'c. ehould be a boli rihetl. 

At t h e 236t h meeting, 0n e Decemb!:)r 19u.8, these t wo draft r esol utions 

put to i.hs vote with the followi n .g r esults : 

( c ) The joint · dreft r e solution o:' i~ustrolia , China and the Uni ted 

States of America wne r\llopted b? 41 votes t, 6 , wH -h 2 absten t i ons . 

(b) By c. y otG of 41 to none , wit h 1 abstention, t he Committ ee adopted e. 

propoecl by t he r epreocntativ~ of the UnH ~d 3tc.tes of Amer i ca to i nsert 

the words_· "th 5 ot~rr.c M:om1;er Stat~s whi ch c omposed t he Unit,;d Nations 

Temporar y Co?m!1insion on Korer.: 1
• to cor:i!)lete the int r oductory sentonc'9 

/of t h e 
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of the fourth opereti ve paragraph of t hG joint draft resolution of 

Australia, China l!nd the United Sta teo of r""r.iericr: . The r epr esentatives 

of the Byelorusoian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovnkia , Poland, 

the Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Sovi et Socielist 

Republics , nnd Yugoslavia did not to.ke pc.rt in the vot e, and the 

representative of t he Ukrainian Sovfot Socialist Republic stated t hat 

his Government would not take part in o.ny ecti7Hies of the Commission 

provided for in the draft resolut ion . 

(c) The draft resolution of the Union of Soviet Social ist Republics was 

rejected by 42 vot~s to 6, with 3 nbstentions . 

11. The First Comrni ttee recor.m1ends tho cdoption by t he General Assembly 

of the following r esolutions : 

dd 

THE PROBL"EM OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF KOREA 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING REG.ARD to its r e soluti on 112 (II) of 14 November 1947 
concerning . 't,ho problem of the· independence . of Korea J 

HAVING CONSIDERED the report of the United Nations Temporary 
-

Commission on Korea (hereinafter referred t o as t he "Tempor ary 

Commission"), nnd the report of the Interim Co~:r.i.ittee of the G' neral 

Assembly regarding i t s consult ntion with t h0 Temporary- Commission, 

MINDFUL of the fact that, du':: t o difficulties r eferred to in the 

.repor t of the Temporary Commission, the objectives set. forth in the 

resolution of 14 November 1947 h~ve not been f ully cccorr.plished, and in 

par ticular that unifica tion of Koree: ha s not yet been nchieved, 

1. APPROVES tlis conclusions of the report s of the Temporary 

Co1!1I!lieoion; 

2. DECIJ',.RES tha t t here h[',S be en estnbJ.iGhe d a lawful government 

( the Government o f the Republic of Koren) having effecti ve control and 

jurisdiction over that part of Kor-=a wh8re the Tempor ary C'.)m.'!lission was 

eble to observe and consult a nd in which tho great .mejor ity of the 

people of a ll Koren reside; t hat this Govermnent is based on elections 

which were a valid expr ession of the free will of t he electornte of that 

part of Korea and which wer e observed by the Tcr:iporary c.--,:mr.ussion; and 

that this is the only such Governr.ient in Korea; 

3. RECOMMENDS t h8t the occupyinf, Powers should withdraw their 

occupation forces from Korea as early as pra.cticab l e ; 

4. RESOLVES that, 2.s e means t o the full nccor:iplishment of the 

objectives set forth in the r<:solut ion of 14 November 1947, a Commission 

on Korea, consisting of the s;;une Member States which co!!1posed the Uni t ed 

/Nations 
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Notiono Tenporr!ry connise i on on Korec, ehould c e eetc.bli shE:d ·co continUl3. 

the ~rord of t.hc Ter:rpor ary Cor.inis s ion end curr,r out thE"; provisions of the 

pre ssnt resolutlon , t:c•ting i n mind :.he Ot.[;T.-US of t.he • Gcvernnent of the 

Ropublic of Korea ns berein d0fined, .:mcl ~n p::!r ticul~r t:o : 

(e ) Lend lts 500d offices to br ine nbout. t };,:; 1.mifice.t:L Dn of Kor e a 

end thG int.egret'ion of ~11 Kore:o.n e~curi t ./ forc9H in a ccordsnce 

with the principl:; s l:;id down by the G<:nsra l J,irns r.;bl:r in t he 

r~ colu tion of 14 ifovember 1947 .: 

(b) Se:-:;k to fccj l itetc the r e:r:!o·.1v l of be.rri(,rG t o econ~mic , socic.l 

and ot her friendly "in!:-~rcours~ ccussd b;}' t he di viElion of Kor ee; 

( c) :Be o.vo.ilnble for cbse rv'.:l tio:r. end consuli:c. tion in t hE: fur ther 

develo:prient of r e pr;zs9ntc.tive govern.ll!ent- baaed on the; freely 

expreao!\d wi ll of the p~opl e ; 

( d) Observe :-ho ~ctua l -wl t.hdrnwnl of the occu pyin,z • for ces and 

verify the fac t of withdruiml when- such ho<£iI 0c curred: ,.'.:!nd f..~r · thi::? 

pur_poE?e , if i t so deDir es , r egueet t he assistr:mce of mi l i i. r:ry 

e.x:psrt o of the : wo occupyi.n.g rowers; 

5. DECI D38 thot the Cor.llll.ission : 

(c.) Shall vi thi n tl!iri:y deys of the edo:ption 01' t he :pr esent 

r esolut i on, :proceed ·, o Kor 9c, wher -:; i t shell i:-i:.i i n te in ~t e seac: ; 

(b ) Shol l be r cg,1rded u □ h!.:vinr; supc.r seded th!:> Te,mporar y Cor.uniseion 

eotnblished by the r e solut ion of · 14 Nove~ber 1947 .: 

(c) IE euthor:i.Zed to trcvel, co:isult and obser ·,e t hroughout Kor5c ; 

( d) Shol l de t.err.ii w:i it. s own procodur cs; 

( e) M:iy consult with -U,~ Intcr in Cor.ni t foe wi th r:-:01)'::l c t to the 

dischorge of :i.t£3 dut ies :in t h e light of deve l op!'lents , nnd wi thin 

t.hs t£:rr.m of th~ :pr esent r esolui-ion; 

( f) Shall render a. r !>:port t o t he. next rcguler ceP.sion o f t he 

Genera l Aas-=11bl;r nnd to or.;-, pr-1..or special ocnsion whi..)h !.r.11.°@t be 

called -to consi.der t he subjeo "'. P.?a ttc r of th~ pre sent reeol ut.1C"l"1 , 

arid sI:ia l l render such interim report s cs it !l'lnY d~&r:: 11:ppro prie.te 

to the Secret.cry-Gen"!lrel for dist ribution t-o Member s; 

6. REQIBSI'S t hat -~:,, ... 1 S0crck:.r:,- Genr.:;r al should -pro...-ide the 

Commission vi th e. dequate st:'!ff m1d fo.cilitiee , including techni cal 

ad7iscrs o.s requi r ed; and. au~horiz0s t,he Secr ctery- Oener ol io PuY t he 

expenses end per di P.m 0f o r epr es&nlat:.i vo or..d an c.11.-ernut e f'rom each 

of ·the State s membe r s of t te Co1?1.r:li::rnionj 

7 . CALIS UPOU the !',;ember S tctes concerned, the GovernJJ<:mt of t he 

Republ Lc of Koren , and e.lLKoreano t o efford ever y assistance end 

/fncility 
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f ucili ty to t>4e :]or.mi ss io:n in the fulfiJ.r.ien t 0f i t ::i r e3:poncibiliU.os; 

8. CALLS UPNL.M<:-rr.bcir 3t-n·(ca to r 0fr r.,in f r0n o.ny :::i.c t8 der ogatory 

br i:ngi ng c bo-c;. '.: che CO!:lplcte ind.epend0r:co c.nd ur..i t y of Kor ea ; 

9. F!ECOMMEJ'[.)S thc.t· Memo0r· Si-et,:rn c.nd o-L:her nc.t:l.onG, in 

establishing tbc:i.r rcli:itione •,ri -::h i:.ha Go•,',er n.lYlsnt of the Republic of 

Korea, tnk-a i;::i.'.; r corwider etion the -fuct-o s~t ou t 1n p~ragraph 2 o f' the 

preGsnt resolution. 




