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1. At their first neeting, the Parties endorsed the 1996 Gui delines on
wat er-quality nmonitoring and assessment of transboundary rivers (ECE CEP/11)
prepared by the fornmer Working Party on Water Probl ems and adopted by the
Conmittee on Environnental Policy (ECE MP.WAT/ 2, paragraph 21 (c)). The
Parties also entrusted the task force on nonitoring and assessnment, with the
Net herl ands as | ead country, to revise and update these guidelines in the
light of the experience gained with their pilot application in river basins
(ECE/ MP. WAT/ 2, progranme elenents 3.6.2 and 3.7).
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2. Fol |l owi ng these deci sisons, the task force entrusted a small group of
experts from Hungary, the Netherlands, Pol and, Slovakia and the UN ECE
secretariat to prepare revised draft guidelines for consideration at the
seventh nmeeting of the task force (Bl ed, Novenber 1999). This small group of
experts hold three meetings and organi zed a number of consultations with
experts from other countries and organi zati ons, notably experts and

organi zations involved in the devel opnent of the pilot projects as well as
representatives of the secretariats of the World Meteorol ogi cal Organization
and the Wrld Health Organi zati on

3. At its seventh neeting, the task force adopted these revised draft

gui delines on the understanding that the oral and witten proposals for
anmendnents and additi ons made during the neeting would be incorporated in the
text of the revised draft guidelines during the fourth meeting of the expert
group which was scheduled to be held from19 to 22 January 2000.

4, The task force also entrusted its chairnmen to submt the duly anmended
guidelines to the Parties for consideration and endorsenment at their second
meeting. As current UN rules and regul ations do not provide for translation
of neeting documents which exceed 16 pages, the Bureau of the Meeting of the
Parties decided at its third meeting on 1 Decenber 1999 to follow the sane
approach as the UN/ ECE Conmittee on Environnental Policy regarding neeting
docunents on environnental performance reviews and the Executive Body for the
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution regarding policy reviews
and guidelines on air pollution control. |In doing so, the Bureau noted that
these rules and regul ati ons do not affect the publication of the guidelines in
al |l UN ECE wor ki ng | anguages once they have been endorsed by the Parties.

5. Foll owi ng this approach, the annex explains the underlying principles of
the gui delines and provides a summary of the nost rel evant parts. The

gui del i nes, published in English as an addendumto this docunment, are being

di stributed by the Chairman of the task force to the focal points under the
Convention and other recipients according to the relevant mailing |ists.

Addi tional copies will be made avail abl e at the neeting.

Draft decisions

6. The Meeting of the Parties may w sh to:

(a) Endorse the gui delines on nonitoring and assessnent of
transboundary rivers (addendumto be provi ded under separate cover);

(b) Invite the Parties and non-Parties to the Convention to apply these
guidelines in the framework of cooperation on transboundary water nmanagenent
and, as far as appropriate, in the national context;

(c) Request Riparian Parties to report jointly, preferably through
their joint bodies, to the neetings of the Wrking Goup on Mnitoring and
Assessnent as well as to the third nmeeting of the Parties about their
experience gained in the inplenentation of these guidelines;
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(d) Invite non-Parties to informthe Wrking Group on Mnitoring and
Assessnment as well as the third neeting of the Parties about experience gained
in the inplenmentation of these guidelines;

(e) Request the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment to take
t hese reports into account when considering the need for updating the
gui del i nes;

(f) Request the International Water Assessnent Center (see docunent
MP. WAT/ 2000/ 14) to assist the Wbrking G oup on Mnitoring and Assessnent as
well as relevant joint bodies in their efforts to provide training on issues
dealt with in the guidelines;

(9) Request the secretariat to issue these guidelines in the Water
Series in all UN ECE worki ng | anguages;

(h) Commend the nmenbers of the expert group and the other nenbers of
the task force for their excellent work;

(i) Express its gratitude to the Government of the Netherlands for the
provi sion of human and financial resources to support the activities of the
task force
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Annex

DRAFT GUI DELI NES ON MONI TORI NG AND ASSESSMENT OF TRANSBOUNDARY RI VERS
- Explanatory notes on mgjor anendnments and additions to the 1996 Cuidelines
on water-quality monitoring and assessnent
of transboundary rivers (ECE CEP/11) -

Reasons for the revision of the guidelines

After a period of four years, considerable additions to the guidelines
were necessary. Reasons include inportant international strategic and
scientific devel opnents during the past few years. There was al so
consi der abl e experi ence gai ned on best practices to inplement nonitoring and
assessnment activities under the Convention

At its seventh neeting, the task force has stressed that also in the
future regular reviews and revisions of the guidelines should be carried out
to keep the guidelines up to date and to nmaintain their role as a high-Ieve
gui dance document .

1. The gui delines are not |egally binding.

2. The character of the guidelines is strategic rather than technical
They fully cover water-quality and water-quantity aspects.

3. Particul ar attention was given to the further devel opment of
recommendati ons for nonitoring and assessnent of water-quantity aspects. This
concerns especially flood aspects (protection, flood risks, forecasting),

wat er sharing and water scarcity (water bal ances), river regulation, operation
of reservoirs, and ice problens.

4. The gui delines have al so been revised in the light of relevant provisions
of the recently adopted Protocol on Water and Heal th (MP. WAT/ 2000/1). Water
and heal th aspects have been el aborated, based on gui dance documents devel oped
under the Protocol

5. The findings of the pilot projects on nonitoring and assessnent of
transboundary rivers were included in this revision. In 1997, the task force
started the inplenentation of the 1996 CGuidelines on water-quality nonitoring
and assessment of transboundary rivers in a pilot project programre which
covers eight river basins in the UN ECE region. Although the conpletion of
this programme will take two nore years, the findings of the various projects
have already led to substantial nodifications of, and additions to, the

gui del i nes.
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6. More attention has been given to the analysis of water nmanagenent issues
in river basins, as the outcome of this analysis defines the scope of
environnental information which is relevant for the respective transboundary
river and its catchnent area. |In transboundary river basins, there is
generally an urgent need for good practices to identify problens and to find
the cause-and-effect relations concerning pressures and transboundary i npact.

7. The role of inventories and prelimnary surveys has been further

el aborated, as these activities preceed the regular nonitoring activities.
I nventories and prelimnary surveys are also excellent tools for problem
anal ysi s.

8. Speci al attention has been given to the evaluation of legislation. In the
UN ECE region, different assessnent nethods and classification systens are

used by riparian countries. Harnonization of water-quality criteria and
targets will lead to a better evaluation of the scientific basis of the
different classification systens. Conparison with internationally accepted

ri sk assessnent criteria is required. There is also a need to conpare the

exi sting national |egislative systenms with recent devel opments in EU

| egi sl ation, for exanple, the draft Directive establishing a framework for
Conmunity action in the field of water policy.

9. The role of indicators in environnental information has been enphasi zed.
Envi ronnmental information should not only focus on the state of the
transboundary river, but also on the pressures and the driving forces which
constitute the actual and future state of the river and/or its catchnent area.
In addition, information on the inpact of the state and the response of the
soci ety formindispensible elements and are politically relevant for decision
maki ng. These considerations were brought in line with recent devel opnents by
| eading international institutions, such as the European Environment Agency
(EEA) and the Organi zation for Econonmi c Co-operation and Devel opment (OECD).

10. Recommendati ons on approxi mate cal cul ati ons (estimtes) of |oads from
poi nt sources and diffuse sources have al so been incorporated as such
estimates are of utmost inmportance for the receiving waters (Il akes, estuaries,
seas) as well as for pollution abatenent strategies in river basins.

11. The institutional aspects have been further el aborated, and the links to
the rel evant provisions of the Convention were nore devel oped.



