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Pt.RT TEREE ~F THE PROGRJ/,S REPOEC' OF 'IllE UNITED l'I!..TIONS MEDIATOR ON 

P!.IES'l'BlE :· .. .!'.SSISTANCE TO REroGEES 

(Financfal implic3tions of the draft reso:.ution l)roposed 

by tno Third Committee, I./725) 
,; ' . -

BeT)ort of th~ Fifth Conimittee 

Rapportev.r: Mr . 0. F . MA(,W,DO (Eraz-il) 

i. In accordnnce with rule 142 of thf:l rules of procedure of the General . 

AsEiembly and with the ree,,:::i2t of' t lle ?resident o·f the ·General J~ssenibly of 
. . ~ . . - ...... . . 

15 November 19!18 (A/c.5/255) , the Fifth Committee, at its 161st meetin3 , 

considered ·'.;he financial implications of the draft . resolution adopted by :the 

'rhird Committee concernin;:: the problem of .:"elief to Palestinian refugees .. , 

_ (A/C . 3/337, Annex 1). _ J.t the time of the discussion, the Fifth Committee 

had not before :i, t the fi:r;iaJ. text of the resolution as adopted by the 

Third Corr.::ni,tte~ (t./725), c:lthou::)1 its substanc e was indicated to the 

Con.mittee , and discussed at t he same meeting . 

2. The CO!!).':'.]i t \ ee had befo:'..'e it the eichth report of. 1948 of the Advisory .. : . :· ' ' . 
.. Coir.mi~~ee .on_/\dmini.~tr,at~~E) and -~~2etE\.r Y Quest fons (JJ718} r~comrnending 

t he follo,:,ri n :-; amendments t.9 the d]'.'aft resolution as adopted by the Third 

Commit tee : . 

·(a) ~aragraph 2 to b e amended to r ead: 

"2 . CONSIDERS on the basis of the Acting Mediator's r ecommendation 
. . .-

that a sum of approxima·i:ely ~~29 ,500,,~00 wn.l bfa reg_uired . to provide 

r e lief for 500 ,OOO refuc;ees for a period of nine months from 

1 December 19!,1.8 to 31 J\.uju.st 1949; and thn t an additional amount 
' 

of apv.roximately ~2,500,000 .\1111 be requir0d for admini strative and 

local operational expenses." 

The opinion .was expres::ied b~' the /.dviso;r:, C_o:cnni ttee in its r eport , and 
rcron~·nd ~),~ ~--, -, l1'•i f+-h Car _:T't t •t ,-,,-, .... ha.· t - ,•lrl 0"'"·' r to p' r --v·i· d •.. : ·t-h~• r •··g_l!.-; '•~-~t" ..... .I .,. .... .J,,,, .,' . ..,, .. \; .- .~. . V .... - . ),. '"-''-" J l, • ) . _.. ,.. .. ...., • • • - \.J . '-. . ,,...,; "-' ...L .,.L v 

safE:lguards for the Worki:Jf: Capital _J.l'una., it would be desirable to fix a ceiling 

r.or the ad.d,f-tional am<_mn t . r e fe:r:red_ to in parae ra:ph 2 of the draft resolution. 

In !"~-, • .: •_LJ;_,;:,j~:U:nr,; the . f~ .;ure of. approximately $2,500,000, the J.dvisory Committee 

dd /and the 



A/726 
Pn~-::- :2 ·. 

• .~ r . I 

• ...... 

: ···· and . ~h-~ _Fifth Committee r _elied upcn en estimate submitted by the Secretary

General and representing 10 per cent of the supply part of the programme, ... . . . . . . .. 

a-mount~~ -~<> approximately $24, 000,000 . This eAtimate , which is based upon 

the exp8r ience of both national and voluntary relief organizations in this 

fiel d a:ppeared both to the Advisory Commi ttee end to the Fifth Committee 

to be an accurato one . The Committee wae given the assurance tha.t the total 

expenditure estimated as 'necessary t o :provide relief, inclusive of the 

$2, 500 ,ooo .e·atimated ·, tQ. be .. _:reg_uired ·ror ·adninis.trati ve and lo~al 

operational expenses, would ~~e • financfed . out of· voluntary cont ri but1ons . 

(~) Paragraph 3 to be amended to read: 
.. :·. 

"3 . AUTHORIZES t he Secretary-General, in consultation with the 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, to advance 

etc . .. " 

The effect of this :pr•oposed amendment ls to roo.ke the terms of 

1)8.ragraph 3 of the draft r esolution uniform with those in paragraph 2 of the 

relevant r eport of the Fifth Committee to the Third ·committee (A/c . 5/251) . 

(c) Paragraph 9 : 

On the hisis of ~-further observation of tbo Advisory Commit tee relating 

to paragraph 9, _the delegations of Canada and the United States of America 
. . . . 

submitted the following proposal : 

"That the Fifth Committee should r e corimend in i ts r eport to the General 

Assembly that :paragr aph 9 o-f tho draft resolution of tlio Third Commftt ee 

be amended eo as to delete tho reference to the location of the 

headquarters o~ t he Director of Unitdd Nations Relief for Pal estine 

Refugees and to eubsti tute _therefore , after the words 11Re l ie.f i'or 

· Palestine '.Refugees " the following vorde "whose headquarter s would be in 
such pla.'ce as the S~ci:-etPry- Generai may . deem a:ppro:priate". 

3 . The above recommendations we:i:·e voted upon separately wi th the foll owing 

resultA : 

dd 

Amendment to paragraph 2: 

38 i~ favour to none; against, with 5 abstentions . 

Paragraph 3 : 

38 i n .favour t o none against , with 1 abstention. 

Paragraph 9 was voted upon by roll call: 

22 in favour to 14 against , with 9 abstentions . 

In favour : Australia, Brazil, Byeloruaeian Soviet Social ist 

Republic , Canada, China, Denmark, Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, France, Honduras, India, Liber ia, 

Lu.xombourg, Netherlands , New Zeala...-,d, Norway, Sweden, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic , Union of Soviet 

/Socialist 



Against : 
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Socialist Republics, Unitcu Kingdom, United 

States of America, Yugoslavia. 

Afghanistan, Argentina, Belgium, Chile, Cuba, 

Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 

Turkey, Union of South Africa, Yemon. 

Abstentions: Bolivia, Burma, Czech~olovakia, Greece, Mexico, 

Peru, Philippines, Poland, Venezuela. 

The report of the Advisory Committee with a redraft of paragraph 3 made 

by the Chairman on bohalf of the Committee for the purposes of clarity, was 

then voted upon with the following reoult: 

27 in favour to none against, with 13 abstentions . 

4. The Fifth Committee would have preferred to have comnnmicated further 

with the Third Committee before making its final report but, in view of 

the urgency of the matter, felt that ita recollll!lendations to the Geir..:iral 

Assembly should be submitted as quickly as possible. 

The Fifth Committee, ther efore, having r egard to the financial and 

administrative implications to which attention ia called in this report, 

recommends to the Genera l Assembl y that the draft resolution adopted by the 

Third Committee be amended in the manner indicated in paragraph 2 above. 

dd 




