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1. The General ﬂeeeﬁbiy, at its 147th meeting, on 28 September 1948,
decided to refer to the First Committee for consideration and report

.the item on its anenaa entitled: 'Prohibition of the atomic veapon and
reduction by one-thlrd of the armaments ‘and armed forces of the permanent
mewbers of the qecurlty Council: item proposed by the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics." - ' |

2. The First Committee congsidered this item during its 153r&-169th
194th and 196th-199th meetings.

3. During the consideration of the guestion at the 153rd to 160th
meetings, several draft resolutions and amendments were introduced. The
_eseential points of their substance are as followe-

(a) The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
presented a draft reeolutlon (A/658) proposing that the permansent members
of the Security Councll as a first step in the reduction of armanents and
armed forces, reduce by one=-third during one year all preeent land, naval,
~and air forces; and that atomic weapone be prohibited as weapons intended
~ for aims of aggression and not for those of_defenoe. " It also called for the
establishment within the fremeﬁork_of the Sscurity Council, of an international
control body for the purpose of fﬁé.superfieion of and control over the
implementation of the measurss for the reduction of armaments and
armed forces and for the prohibition of atomic weapons. '

(b) The repregentative of Syria 1ﬁtroduced a draft resolution
(n/c.1/318) calling upon the Security Council to contimue its study on
the regulation and reduction of armaments through its Commission for
Conventional Armaments with a view to achieviﬁg concrete results in
implementing Article 11, paragraph 1, of the Charter.
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(c) The representative of the United Kingdom submitted a draft
resolution (4/c.1/319) propbsinn thet the Gensral Assembly endorse the
general principles concidered by ‘the ﬂajority of the Commission for
Conventional Armaments e&s necessary to the r;gul&thﬂ and reduction of
ermenents and armed forces, and urging all pationa, particularly those
' congtituting the minority in the Commission for Conventional Armements,
to co-operate to the utmost of their power in the attainment of the
objectives outlined in the resolution,

(d) The representative of E1l Salvador submitted a dreft resclution
(A/C.1/320) proposing that the General Assembly entrust the Atcmic Energy
Commission with the study of the pcoblem of the reduction of armements and
request 1t to begin such a study as soon as it has successfully completéd
its work concerning the control of atomic energy.

(e) The representative of Lebanon proposed (A/C.1/321/Corr.l) to
institute, within the framswork of the Securlty Council, an organ of
international control having as its mission the supervision of the
applicaetion of measures for the reduction of armaments and armed forces, it
being understood that the affirmative vote of all the permanent members of
the Security Council tould not be required for the decisions of the Council,
He algo proposed that the permanent members .of the Council take the
initiative in the reduction of armements by reducing by one-third, in the
course of one year, all lend, naval and air forces at thelr disposal, the.
basis for calculation being the strength of their respsctive forces and
armaments in 1945,

" (f). The repressntetive of Australie proposed (A/C,1/322) that & °
sub-committee be sst up to examine all proposzsls and amondments submitted
to the First Commlttee and their practicability, and to indicate ‘what further
studies were necessary and might profitebly be undertaken and the body which
should conduct them. The proposed sub-committee would be directed not to
consider atomic weapons inasmuch as this question was already being
considered by thse Cormittee.

(g) The representative of Belgium presented (4/C.1/323) certain deletions
and additions to the United Xingdom draft resolution.

(h) The representative of Brazil subtmitted an emendment (A/C. l/32h)
to the Australian draft resolution concerning the terms of reference of
the sub-committee.

(1) The representative of France presented & draft resolution
(A/C.1/325) proposing that the Security Council should:

(1) - Esteblish a control system on the following bases:

-(a) Setting up of an organ endowed with eppropriate powers
for the control of conventional armements;

ad - : , . /(b) Transmission
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(b) Trensmission by States to the control organ at periodic
intervals of declerstions of their effectives and their
conventional armements; .

(c) The Control of such declerations by the organ o set up,
by means of checking of items on the spot; _ .
(d) Publicatilon by the Secretary-General of the United Netiong
of the declarations rsceived; '

(2) Promote a gmeneral limitation of armements by & progressive and

~balanced reduction of :fiectives and of conventional armements.

Lk, In order to examine theve proposals end emendments and to attempt to
agree upon a text of an approprinte draft, the First Committee, at its

160th meeting on 13 October 1948, cstablished & sub-committee compoéea_of
the representatives of stustralia, Belgium, PBrazil, Chine, El1 Selvador,
Frence, Lebanon, Poland, Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom
end United States of America. -
5. The Sub-Committes elected as 1ts Chairman the representative of
Australia, Colonel W.R. Hodgson and, as Rapporteur, the representative

of Brazil, Mr, Henrique d¢ Souza Gomes,

6. The Sub-Committee held ten meetings, and on 28 October unanimously
approved its report to the First Committee (A/C.1/356/Rev,l). As a result
of the discussion of thé varicus draft resolutions-and amendments introducsd
in the First Cormlttee end of thce amondments end a new éraft resolution
(A/C.1/sC.12/1-4) subsecuently submittsd in the Sub-Committee, three _
proposels were voted upon and included in the report of the Sub-Committes:

(a) The USSR draft resclution (4/658), with a revised text of the
last paragraph (4/C.1/5C.12/3) proponsing the esteblishment, within the
framework of the Security Council, of an internaticnel control body to
vhich full official data on the ubate of the armements and armed forces
of the permanent members of the Security Council must be submitted.

(b) The amended text of the Rolgien amendment (A/C.1/SC.12/2) to the
French dreft resolution (A/C.1/325) calling upon the Security Council to
pursue the study of the regulation and reduction of conventional armements
and exrmed forces through the agency of the Commission for Conventional
hrmements in order to obtain concrebec recults as soon as the lmprovement in
the Internetional atmosphere permita, t also proposed that the Commission
for Coﬁventional Armaments, ln carrying out lts plan of work, should devote
its attention first to formuleting proposals for the receipt, checking and
Public&tion, by en internationel orzan of control cndowed with wniversally
accepted powers, of full informatior. to be supplied by Member States with
regard to their effectivos and their conventlonel armaments,

ad ' (¢c) The Polish draft
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(c) The Polish draft resclution to the Sub-Committee, which proposed
that the permanent members of the Security Council take the initiative in the
reduction of armaments by-reducing by one-third in the course of one year, all
land, navel and alr forces at thelr disposal, the basis for calculation being
‘the strength of their respective forces and armaments ag of 1 Januvary 104B.
It reccmmended the prohibition of atomic weapons as weapons of aggression
intended for mass destruction of peaceful populations. It also proposed
to-institute, within the framework of the Security Council, an International
control body having as 1is mission the supervision end control of the
application of measures for the reduction of armaments.and armed forces, it
being understood that the affirrntive volfe of all the representatives of the
permanent members of the Becurity Council would not be required for the
adoption of decisions by the international control hody concerning checking
and inspection by that body. The-internationalIoontrol body should be
furnished with full officinl data concerning the state of the armaments and
armed forces of the pormanent members of the Security Council. o g
Te On 11 November, the Rapporteur presented the report of the Sub-Committee
to the First:Committee ot ite 10Lth meeting. During the subsequent
consideration of the report hy-the First Cormittee, several amendments were
submitted to the Belgian propossl: ‘

(a) The representative of Syria proposed to substitute the words
"28 soon ns possible! for the words in the sixth paragraph "as soon ag the.
improvement in the intermationzl atmosphere permits;". - EHe also.ppoposgdif

"ondowed with universally

to delete in the seventh paragraph the words
accepted powers". _ -

(b) The representative of Australia proposed to delete in the sixth
parzgraph the words "in order to obtailn concrete results as soon as the
improvement in the international ztmosvhere permits;". '

(c¢) The representative.of France proposed to substitute in the seventh
paragraph the words "within the framework of the Security Council" for the
words "endowed with universmllg nccopted powers'. .

8., At the 199th mecting on 13 November, the draft resolution proposed
by the reopresentative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics wyps vobed
upon paragraph by paragravh with the following results: ' _ |

Parspravh 1 wos rejected by 35 votes to 6, with 8 abstentions.

Paragraph 2. wns rejected by 3L votes to 6, with 9 abstentions,

Paragraph 2. .woe rejected by 20 votes to 7, with 22 abstentions.

Paragraph U was rejected by 29 votes to 12, with 17 abstentions.

Paragragh 5 was rejected hy 35 votes to 6, with 8 apatentions.

Paragraph 6 was rejected by 35 votes to 6, with 8 abstentions.

Porapraph 7 wes rejocted by 36 votes to 6, with 7 abstentions.

Paragraph 8 was rejected by 30 votes to 7, with 11 abstentions.

dd : fThe entire
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The entire draeft resolution was rejected by 35 votes to 6, with T

abstentions, . ]
9. The emended Belgian amendment to the French draft resolution vas
voted upon paregraph by paragraph; the results of the vote were as follows:
Parsgraph 1 was adorted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 abstention,
Paragraph 2 was adopted by b0 votes tc 6, with 1 abstention,
Paragraph 3 was adopted by 4O votes to 6, with 1 abstention,
Paragraph 4 was adopted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 abstention,
Paragraph 5. The Austrellen emendment was rojected by 21 votes to
1%, with 2 abstentions, This paragraph, as amended by the representative of
Syria, was adopted by 22 votes to 7, with 1Z ebstentions,
Paragraph 6, as amended by thé representative of France, was adopted
by 33 votes to 6, with & abstentions, The Syrian smendment was congequently
withdrawn,
Paragreph 7 was adopted by 40 vetes to 6, with 2 abstentions,
Paragraph 8 was adecpted by 39 votes to 6, with 2 abstentions,
The entire draft resolution was adopted by LO votes to 6, with 1

abstenvion,
10, The draft resolution proposed by the representative of Poland was voted
upon varagraph by paragraph with the following results:

Paragraph 1 was rejected by 28 votes tec 6, with 10 ebstentions,

Paragraph 2 was rejected by 22 votes tc 9, with 15 ebstentions.,

Paragraph 3 was rejected by 24 votes to 6, with 16 abstentions,

Paragraph 4 was rejected by 18 votes to T, with 19 abstentions,

Paragraph 5 was rejJected by 32 votes to 6, with 5 abstentions,

Paragravh 6 wes rejected by 31 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions,

Paragraph 7 was rejected by 29 votes to 7, with 8 ebstentions,

Paregraph 8 was rejected by 27 votes to 6, with 9 abstentions,

In view of the fact that ncne of the paragraphs was adopted, the
Committee decided, by 23 wvotes in faveur to 11 against, with 5 abstentions,
not to vote on the entire Folish draft resolution,

11. Tho Committee therefore recommends the adoption by the General Assembly
of the following droft resolution:

PROEIBITION OF THE ATCMIC WEAPCON AND REDUCTION BY ONE-THIRD
OF THE ARMAMENTS ANL ARMED FORCES OF THE PERMANENT MEMBERS
OF TEE SECURITY COUNCIL

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
DESIRING to establish relations of confident collaboration between

the States within the framework of the Charter and to make possible a

da /general
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genercl raduccion of armamente in orasr £hat hw Bnity may in future be
spared the horrors of war and that the pecples may not be overwhelmed
by the corntizaally ircrezsing burden of nilitery exrperditure,

CONSTDEI 13+ that no czreement is athainable on ony proposal
for the redn:iticn of convértional sxmements end amsd forces so. long
ag each Stavw» lacke exsct end ~uwl-rutiwnSed i’ ation concoraing
the cenventiional ermaanentes api armed fovces of other Stetes, so long
as no conventios hee baci comcluded reftxaing the types of military
fofdes to waick ~uch reivesirn would ao*}ly, and: 30 lorg &s no organ
of C(.AILT"CIJ_ has Dosn oguablished,

CONSILEORT: thav ta: cim of the -eduction of conventional
armamants and e,;t:ed forcem cei1 only te attalned in an atmosphere of real

and lasting improverent i irternciionel relaticas, vhich implies in
particular tne oprlicotricua of control of eterle energy involving the
prohibiti:n of the etumic wonpon,

DUT LOLIEG oo the ouier hand thut this rencwal of confidence would
be greatlr ecricurzgad T Statss wera viaced in possessicn of precise

. &and verifief czla o3 Yo Ure Jevel of thelr renresilive cconvontlional
y armaments ax. eil.rd JoiIeod, )

RECUMMENTS I‘ﬁh.e Security Council ts pursve Ine study of the
regulation “nd reduction of conveir¢clonil armements and eaimed forces
through the agsncy of the Cormissicr for Conventional Ar wionts in order
to ootain cm:l_::rete vesuliue as socn g possible;

TRUSGTO that the Gamissiocn Tor Conventionel firmaments, in carrying
out its mian of work, wil. devote <5¢ First attension to. formulating
proposals Tur the recaipt, check’ng and pudlicaticn, by an international
organ of ccatyod wiihin the frexswork of the Security Council, of full
informaticn :~ %e swozliedl by Mamber Sbatss wita regard to their
effectives :‘.:1"-. thely coowvensionial =zimaments; -

INVITZS she Tomaviny Goancll te report te it no later than its
nexv raogulax ceagina ca t-¢ eifcet given to th: present recommendation
with a view ‘¢ enatling it to coalinue ite ectivisy with resard to
the reguiabticn of 2oravenas in aceordance with the vurposes end principles
defined by the Charbeo;

FVITES 511 noebions in ths Comnission for Conventionsol -Aimements
to co-cperane to thy utmost of itacir powsr in ths attaimment of the
ebeve-nuntivast. oblisetives.
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