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1. The General Assembly, at i t s 14 7th ireeting, on 28 September 1948 ;· 

de~ided to refer to the First Committee for consideration and report 

_the item on its agenda entitled: "Prohibit ion of the atomic weapon and . . • : . 
reduction by one-t hird of the armaments .and arrood forces of the permanent 

members of the Security Council: item proposed by the Union of 

Soviet Soo iali st Republics , " 

2. The First Committee considered this item during its 153rci-169th, 

194th and 196th-199th meetings . 

3, During the consideration of the question at the 153rd to 160th 

meetings, several draft resolutions and amendments were introduced. The 

essential points of their· substance are as follows : 
• : . . 

(a) The representative of the Union of Soviet 

presented a draft resolution ~A/658) pro_posing that 

Socialist Republics 

the permanent members 

of t he Security Council, ~s ~-. firs_t step in the reduction of armnents and 

armed forces, r educe by one- third durir..g one year all preoent land, naval, 

~n~ air forces; and t hat_ atomic weapons be prohibited as weapons intended 

for aims of aggression ~nd not for those of . defence . It also called for the 

establishment within the framework of the Security Council, of an international 

control body for the purpose of th·e su:per;ision of and. control over the . . 
implementation of the measures for the r eduction of armaments and 

armed forces and for the prohibition ·of atomic weapons . 
• - .·. . . -

(b) The representative of Syria iptroduced a draft resolution 

(A/C.1/318) calling upon the Security Council to continue its study on 

the r egulation and reduction of armaments t hrough i ts Commission for 

Conventional Armaments with a view to achieving concrete r esul ts in 

implementinc Articl e 11, paragraph 1, of the Charter . 

dd /(c) The representative 

V 
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(c) The represent a.tive· of the Unft cd Kingdom submitt-ed a draft ·:, ' 

r ~ solution (A/C . 1/319) proposing that t.he General A::rnembly endor_se the 

general principle s conside red by the majority of the Co~..!!lission for 
.. .. . . . . . ....... . 

Conven t ional Armaments as nece ssary to t he regulation and reduc t ion 9f 

ermanent~ P-nd .arme d forces, and urging all na t iona, particularly t hose 

consti t uting the minority in the Corr:mi ssion for Conve~tional Armaments, 

to co- operate t o t he utmost of their powe r in t he att ainment of the 

objectives outHned in the resolut ion. 

( d) The representative of El Saivador submit.tea. a. draft resolution 

(A/C .1/320) proposing that ·-the ·aenerai Assembly entrust· the Atomic Energy 

Commission with the study of t he p .. ..:oblem of the reduction of · armaments and. 

reque s t it to begin ouch a study as soon as it has successfully completed 

i ta work concerning the cont r ol of e.t'omic . energy. 

( e ) The r e presentative of Lebanon proposed (A/c.1/321/Corr . l) to 

inst itute, within t he fra.m;:,work of t he Securi t y Council, an organ of 

interr-iati6na1 ·control having as - i t s miosion the supervision of the 

applice.tioii of measures for t he r e duction of armaments and. armed forces, 1 t 

being unde rst ood ' that the affirmati've· Yote of all the :pe-rmanent members of 

the se·curi t;y Council -vrbuld not be · ·r e quired for t he decisi ons -of the Council. 

He also proposed t hat t he permane nt member:3 -cf the Council take the 

initiat i ve in t he reduction of armament 3 b y reducing by one - third. , 1n: the 

course of one ye a.r, all l and, naval and a i r force s at their disposal ; the. 

basis for ca.lcule.t ion be ing the s t r ength of the ir respective forces ·and ·· 

armaments in 1945.-. • 
·:' (f) - • The representative of P..ust ralie.· proposed (A/C .1/322) that n 

sub -committee be set up to examine all propose.ls and amendments submitted· 

to the First Commi t t ee e.nd their practicability , and t o indicate· ;wh~t-' f urther 

studies were nece·ssary a ncl might profi te.bly· be und.ertaken and· the .body which 

should conduct them, · The proposed sub-conuil.i ttee would be directed not to 

consider.a t omic wee.pons ina smuch as this question wo.s already being 

considered .by tho Coruni ttee . •·· 

:' (g) . -The ·-re present ative of Be lgi 'L.'D'l presented (A/C . 1/323) certain de·leti on!o 

and additions t o the Uni ted .Kingdom draft resol~tion. 

(h) The representative of Brazil submitte d an amendment (A/C . l/324) 

to the Australian dra.f' t rcoolution concerning the t e rms of reference of 

the sub- committee . .-... . 

(i) The reprcsenta·dve of France presented a. draft resolution 

(A/c . 1/325) proposing that the Security Council should: 

dd · . 

( 1) · Es tablish a cont rol syutem ._on the f ollowing bases : 

·(a) Se t t ing up. of an organ e ndowed wit h ~ppropriate povers 

f'or the · control of' ·convent i,)na.l armame nts; 

/(b) Transmission 
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(b) Transmission. by States to the control orgen at periodic 

intervals of declarations of their effectives and their 

conventional armaments; 

( c) The Control of such declarations by the organ so set up, 

by means of· checking of. items on the spot ; 

( d) Publico.tiori by tbo Sec:retary-General of the United Nationo 

of the de,clarationB r ec:oived; 

(2) Promote a general limit.ation of' armaments by a progressive and 

balanced ruduction of ;~ffe0tives and of conventional armaments. 

4. In order to examine these p:·opooals and amendments and to attempt to 

agree upon a text of an appr o:printEi <lraft, the First Committee, at its 
. . , , 

160th meet i ng on 13 October 191~8, ootablished e aub -connnittee composed of 

the representatives of Australia, Dclgium, Brazil, Chine, El Salvador, 

France, Lebanon, Poland, Union o:!.' Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom 

and United States of America. 

5, The Sub -Committee elected ao its Chairman the rgpreeentative of 

Australia, Colonel W.R. Hodgson nnd, as Rapporteur, the representative 

of Brazil, Mr. Henrique de Souza Go~...es . 

6. The Sub -Committee held ten meetings, and on 28 Oc~ober unanimously 

approved its report to .. the Flrst Comr:1ittee (A/C .1/356/Rev ,1). As a result 

of the discussion of the varlo1Js draft r e solutions and amendments introduced 

in the First Committee-. tnd of t he, amonilinents and a new draft resolution 

(A/C .1/SC .12/1-4) aubsequentl;y submitted in the Sub-Committee, three 

proposals were voted upon an(l includ(•d. 1n the report of the Sub-Co!LID.ittee : 

(a) The USSR draf t r0 30lutioH (A/658) , with a rev;ised text of the 

laot par agr aph ( A /c .1/sc, 12 /3) propo:11ng the establishment, within the 

framework of the Security C01mcil_. of an internaticnal.control body to 

which full official data on th~ rrt.o:c;e of the armaments enc.. _arme~ forces 

of the permanent members of the Security Council must be submitted. 

(b) The amended text of the ,1~•.:> lgi en amendment ( A/C .1/sc . 12/2) to the 

French d~ft resolution (A/C.1/325) calling upon the Security Council to 

pursue ihe study of the regulat ion and reduction of conventional Rrmaments 

and armed forces through tho flgency ,)f the Commission for Convention.a.I 

Armaments in order to obtoj.n c?r,c r et0 results as sos,n as the iniprovenient in 

the international c.tmosphe_re pond t J . It also pro:posed that° the~ 'Commission 

for Conventional Ann.o.ment e, Ln c 3.r:ryi:ri.g out :L ts pl~ of work; ·should · devote 

its attention first to i'ormule.ting proposal s for the receipt, ·· checildri.g and 

publication, by· an interrw.tio!le.J. or-3.-:::r" oi' control end.owed. with universally 

accepte~ powers, of full inf -o::crn.at ior. t c, be supplied by Member States with 

regard to the~r ef'fectivos end i;heir conventional armamentD , 
dd (c) The Polish draft 
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{c ) The Polish draft r esol ution to the Sub-Committee, which proposed 

that the perirE.nent members of the Security Council t ake the ini tiative in the 

reduc t i on of arrraments by-reducing by one- third in the course of one year, all 

l and , naval and air forc_es n.t their disposa3:, . the basis for calculation being 

the strength of the:i.r res pective for ces and. ar rr.a.ments as of 1 J anuary 1948 . 

I t recommended the: prohibit-ion of atomic weapons ns weapons of aggressj_on 

intended for ~ass destr~ction of peaceful populations , It al so ~reposed 
to ·institute , •within the fra:ffiewor.k of the Security Council; a n Inter:natioool 

control body having as its mission th_e super\rision and. control of the 

appl icatiqn .of measures for the r e duction of armaments.and armed forces , it 

being under Gtood that the a ffirrr,'": ti ve vote of a ll the repr13senta ti ves of the 

pcr_ll'.e.nent members of the. A3~cur :i. ty -Councj_l would not be required f'or th,e 

adoption of q.eci s ions by the international control hody concerning _checking 

end inspection by thnt body . 'I'he international :oontrol body s hould be 

furni shed ·with full official date. . ccncerning t he. ste.te of t he a r maments a nd 

nr.n:ed forcef':1 of the. .p9rr. .. cmont mombor s of' the Socuri ty p_ouncil . 

7.. On 11 November, the Rappor tour presented ~he ·r.ep_ort_ of t he Sub-Committee 

to t h e First 'Committee o.t HA 19l+i;,h mooting , During the subsequent 

consideration of the -report Py -the First Committee:, several amendments were 

submitted to the Bel gfa.n propo!Jr:. l : 

(n) The representa t i v0 l'f $yr in proposed to s ubstitute the words 
11e.o soon !'.S posGil;>l e '.\f.<;>r · the words in tpe sixth paragraph '1cs s_oon p.s . t~::£: 

improvement · :i,n :J:;he_·Jnter:nn,tiqrU;.1- _p.tmosphere permits ; ", . He a l so .pr?pospd -. 

to delete in t he seventh :parngra:ph _the words "nndowed with univer sally 

accepted powers" . 

(b) The r epresentative of Austra.l fa proposecl to delete in the sixth 

pnr~graph the words " in order to obtain concrete r esults as soon as the 

improvement i n the inter na tioml e. tmos:9here permits ; 11
• 

(c) The represcntative-.of Fr1:.nce proposed to substitut~ in the sev:enth 

paragraph the words "within the frn,mowork of the Security Council 11 for the 

words "endowed with univern~.J.ly "l.Cc~pted powers " . 

8 . · At the 199th meet:!,ng on 13 rfov0mber , the dr aft r esolution proposed 

by the ropresentetiv-c of the Union of Soviet Socio.liGt Re publics .J ~s voted 

upon parn,grc.ph by p<1r::1grnph with the followj_ng_ results : 

dd 

Par~gra:ph 1 w:1s rejocted. by 35 \'Otes to 6 , . with 8 absten tion s . 

Pcragraph 2. wns rejected by 34 votes to 6, with 9 abstentions . 

Par.~P,ranh 3 , wu..s r.o j ected b;sr 20 votes to 7, wit h 22 q.bstentions . 

Pc.rngra:ph 4 w"8,C re,jec t ecl. 'by 20 vot es to 12 , ·with 17 nbstentions . 

Paragr o. :eh 5 

Pe. r o.gra:eh 6 

Paragraph 7 

Paragrnph 8 

wr!.S rejccfod 1:iy 35 votes to 6 , with 8 abstentions . 

was r ejected 

W.:l.S r e j ected 

'by 

by 

35 votes 

36 votes 

wa.G re~1ected. by 30 .. votes 

to .6 , 

to 6, 
to 7, 

with 8 abstentions . 

with 7 e.b$tentions . 

wit h 11 abstentions . 

/The ent ire 
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The enti re draft resolution wao rejected by 35 votes to 6, with 7 
abstentions. 

9 . The amenq.ed Belgi~ amendment to t he French draft resolution was 

vote~ upon pare.graph by paragra~h; the results of the vote. were as follows: 

Para~ra,;h l we.s ado1;ted b,y 40 votes to 6, with 1 abstention . 

Parac:raEh 2 was adopted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 abstention . 

Par8,i2raph 3 was o.dopted by l~O vot.es to 6 , with 1 abstention . 

Paraara-ph 4 was ad.opted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 abstention . 

Paragraph '5 . The Austrc.l_i!ln o.menili=.c:nt woe; ro;jcctod by 21 votes to 

J.4, with 2 abetentiona , This paragraph, as mnended by the representative of 

Syria, was adopted by 22 votes to 7, with 12 ebstentions . 

Para~ra~h 6, as amended by the reyresentative of France, was adopted 

by 33 votes to 6, with 8 abstentions , The Syri an amendment was consequently 

withdrawn . 

Paragraph 7 was ad.opted by 40 votes to 6, with 2 abstentions . 

Paragraph 8 was ad.opted by 39 votes t o 6, with 2 abstentions . 

The entire draft resolution wao adopted by 40 votes to 6, with 1 

abstention . 

10. The draft resolution proposed by the representative of Poland was 

upon paragraph by paragraph with the following result s : 

Para&ra:i::11 1 was rejected by 28 votes to 6, with 10 abstentions . 

Paragraph 2 was r ejected by 22 voteo to 9, with 15 e.bstentions . 

Par8,f?ra1:h ..,, was rejected by 24 votes to 6, with 16 abstentions . 

Par~raph 4 wao rejected by 18 votes to 7, with 19 abstentions , 

Paraf;;raph 5 was r ejected by 32 votes to 6, with 5 abstentions . 

Para5ra-oh 6 VTUS rejected by 31 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions . 

Paragraph 7 was re jected by 29 votes to 7, •,1i th 8 abstentions . 

Parasra:eh 8 was rejected by 27 votes to 6, with 9 abstentions . 

In vi ew of the fact that none of the paragraphs was adopted, the 

voted 

Committee decided, by 23 votes in favour to 11 against, with 5 abstentions, 

not to vot~ on the entire Polish draft resolution . 

11 , Tho Committee therefore r ecommends the adoption by tho General Assembly 

of the following dr~ft resolution : 

dd 

PROHIBITION OF THE ATCMIC WEAPON AND REDUCTION BY ONE-THIRD 
OF TBE ARMAMENTS MIT ARMED FORCES OF THE PERMANENT MEMBEP.s 

OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

THE GENERAL ASSEtv'iBLY, 

DESIRIN~ to establ ish relations of confident collaboration bet ween 

the States within the frmnework of the Charter and to make possible a 

/general 
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genere,l r3dnc:·, :.on of ann.emento in oru~r t\at· hu:(anity :;iay in future be 

spared t he ho "."rors of war 9.nd that the peoples may not be overwhelmed 

by the contj-::) .mll.Y :t:-.r.re~;.sing 'burden of' rdlite::-;r ex1~•r:diture , 

CONS~:DE:FEfG tho.t no ~reement is ·at~ainable on cny proposal 

for the l'€!C\.'.~, ·;;ic,n of convt.i-r:tional f--rin8nl(•nts and an:J~Cl :forces so. long 

as each Sta•··, h~c)<:e exect ri1d :•,;f. ' .r--.-.-~.- .-...: ·.:;sC. ir::·, : .:-~t -~o..--i c0n~:;r:1inc 

th~ ccnven'.,j o:iul e.n:i'.inent~ w.:i armed f o".'ces of other States, so long 

as no conve;ltio~ he.~ b~c;. • , ... 0 ... ~;;.uc1c:: 1·arw·Qit!g t l·.0 types of milii.a.ry 
. . 

fore~~- to ,,nic.~: :·uc.h r f, .-:.r.c ,-i<·";l wmllcl v:;iply,· 9:1d· <JO l ol".g l:l.a no org'in 

of co;t:roi. ha::; '.Jorc--n oG ... ib:Lis:'wd, 

CONSIDZF.UD tha:v '(. ,H ..:-,:ra of th~ ~-9di.,:.ctio:::i. of conventional 

annan:-,mt3 and 2.:..1:1a<.1 f~:r.-ce E< cr.u only re attained · in an atmosphere of real 

·and l:1.s.tinc il.~rroverr..cn t j:: 11:ton1t.t:i.o?:e.l relatic.,:,s, uhic-h :inplies in 

particule.r Lhf. , ,.::;,:i:-::.i<.;2t icu of cont:r.ol o±' &tcr::.ic e::ergy i nvolving the 

B"'J'i' i.·iO'.!.·:J~G e,~. !',he :::~.::·..:r· hand th.:1.t thio :i:-enowal c? conf.idence would 

be nree.tJ.·7· ('Y' ' (·u,.....,r;,., j_ -~ •' to••··s 0 -•e- -- "_:aced • .,..., P " Se" • n of ,.....,..ec·· ee 
0 .. . . ,•. 1 - --~ .. · ·- u J<--., •.; " _....:. ...,_ 1 .... Oo ,;- SlC. ..t-- l 

armaments 8.l~"~- ?.:· ... ,.'~- :.·-:-::: :cG, 

RE'.::~~1-t~r"'.::tJ the SecurF,y Counci~ .. to· :;,:,ursv~ ·"'.;c,~ ...;tuay of the 

regulat ion m ~l. !'t:)duction of conven clon:\l armame:1.t.s ar.d t;..11i1ed forces 

through tb~ aren~y cf the ~or-.Iuiosicr. for Cc,nvcntional .Ar! . ·:-:-nts i n order 

to o"ote.i:a cm-;.~'.f.'1:; tc :'8ow.tc as socn ;.\e po:::sibJ.e ; 

T.Ri..Ti'.i'G thc.t the ().-:,::!'l:;.usic;:::, fc;c ConvEmtional f,:::m.aments; in car rying 

out i'ts 1:;l~"'l of wo~k , v.:.l ~ ,.:.e;vot 'S ".'vc, ::~.:.;;t attsn';ion tc· formulat i ng 

proiioeo.ls '!a.: tt.o .!'.'?.'.:Jiu-c , ohec:c:· ng and. :r;r,.;.'.)licatic,n, ·oy a., internationo.l 

organ of C\,•:lt~·o~. ·., ii,l;jn t h·:- f r i,.,:3•-10:::k o i' the Sec. .. ffi~y C Olli1Cil , of full 

infom.o.tion ,:,; .,_1e ~.•. ,1:::; j ;_e,l l,~- Mc•~~·oer· SG"".t,➔s wi•~n rP-gl'l.rd to their 

effectiveo ;:n".. ~b-1.r c,,::.v G:-!·•,ton::tl .:: 1-m'.llnente;. 

Il"•"-IITZS ·:;::i: ~{/•~·-•':i.-r;;· c0·z.cll 'Lo ~e~.):rt te, it :ri:, later than i t s 

next r 0evl-:t~ :::e::is:i.0-:-1 ea + ;-:0 3ff'<•ct. g iv.:m to "!:.b.-. p.~e"3c::-it recommend.at:ion 

wit}, a v:l.e1-· ~,c- ~natl ·i.C:1·;_; :i ~ t;:, ~ e,.1'v.!nue its ac tiYi,:;y w:.th re:,~a~d to 

the r ,1su} ,'.l..t:i C.-::-) C'f' ·: C!r.?.·•:~r:.- ;;:-: :in C\C,:,nAa1:ce wj_tli the purposes ru1d princ1pl '3S 

def:.ned 1\'l thA Cl-.a:•L0.' ; 

urr::::-:::r..£S :; l~. :-} .... tL:ms i :~ tne Ccrn:;n:Las:i.on for Cm1voationn.l A:i'maments 

to 0O- oper.::.r,e. to t}, 1 ut.!!l..:i:i~ of' .. he ir power ir. t h,) attainmeut of the 

dd 




