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lNCREASE TO 1WENTY,.:.F6UR ill' THE · NUMBER. OF MEMBER STATES 
.. 

REPRESENTED IN THE ECONOMIC AND SCCIAL COUNCIL 

Re~ort of the J oint Second and Third Co!IiI!littee 

Rapporte1:1r :_ lv'.ir . J . THORN (New Zealand) 

1. \ ·on 24 Septe~be~ _1948 ' · the General Assembly deci ded to include in its 

agenda. the follov~~~g·\ t~1!1 :· i,'tncrease to_ tventy~f_our of the number of Member 

States represented i n the Economic and· Social Council : i tem proposed by_ 
•. : :: ''I, •• ~.-

Argentina.'; . 

2 . This_ que~tioii·,' · ~~;~s~Jby __ J\rgentina , had als·o been included i ri the 

agenda of the second r egul~r sessi9n:·of the Gene_r.al Assembly . •• It . was . 

ref erred at · tbat · •• ,tim~· .to' t~~---J oin1/;~c o~d and' Thi;d Comnittee, ·;hich •• 

co~~idcr~d it. at •• i ts 'meeti~~ held ~~ '2i 'ana·' ·2~ Oct~ber 1947. After an 

exten~ive disctt~sion,· A~~e~ti~ \,;ft~drew i ts r esolution on the un~ersta~ding 
.. ' . . . . . . • . . ' . • 

that it reseryed its right to introduce the matter at .the following sessi on 
• •: , • ' , ~ • f : • i 

O 
I • .; • •• • • I .. • • , 

of the _General Assembly. . The C omm1 ttee then agreed not to take any further 
• ! • .• • •• . . .. • • • t ',, . • • . • . . • • 

action on the proposal and r ecommended that no further action b e _taken by 
, • ' I • • , • • • 

the General Assembly {A/448) . • The Gen; ~al Ass~mbly approved that course 
. . . . .. .. . . ' . . ' . . ' 

at its 115th meet ing. 
,• • j • ' ' 

The Genera l Assembly , at the present s~~sion, again decided to refer 

the ~t em to the J o.int Second 'and . Th i r d Cami t~~~) which .di~cussed it at i ts 
! : • . . • .• • •• ' .' • • • , · · • . . . • . : . . , • 

t hirt iet~; thirty-first , thi~ty- second and thirty- third meeti ngs on 19, .20 
21 and 23 Oc~ober j~4(_. :-:- • • • • • • 
4. The Joint .3econd and Third Committee had before i t a let ter to the . , ~ • . ' . . -: • •. . . • • . . . . 
Secretary-General ~rom t~e Arsentin~ Ambassador t o the United Nations 

(A/~6) and cµ1aft r~·soi~-~i~~s _pr~poe~d by A;~entina. {A/c . 2&3/7.4) and Pe-~u 
• (~/c,2&3/76·)·. • • • ·' .• • • • 

. . . ., . . . ' . ~ ... 

_The operative .~rt of t ho Argentine r esolution provided that a _ 
• ·. . ,: . . .. , .. ; ' ~ : ' ; . ; .:· ., . . . 

generai conf'eren~e of the Members of the United ijations should be convened 

i ~ .a~corda~ce , with. Artic{e 109 br the Chart.er for the purpose of r eviewing 

Art ic l ~ 61,·. Cha;ter . X of the'· C.harte'r, relating to the ccmposi tio~ of th~ 
.· . . • \ 

Economic and 3oc i al Council, and increasi ng the number of i ts members to 

dd /twenty-f~ur . . 

L 



'J ~: 

~ · -:,. :· .• ·. . . ! .... 
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. . 
tw.e:nty·- i·our ·. 

5. The sup:porters of the Arger..t5.n e re:;o:i.ution urged that since the work 

of t he Ecuncrr.i c an d Social Counc11 was of the highest i mportance, a s well as 

of great diversity ar.d complexity, :i.ts membership should be more br oadly 

based, so a s t o pr ovi~e fully ~d~quate geographical distribution. While 

the Charter contnine6. no !)rovis io~1 f.011 per·: ·.anent seats on the Council, 1 t 

could b e assuned that the five S!;F.ter: which were :permanent memb0r s of the 

Security Council -.-10:l::'1- co.::r~:i~:i~~e ·-t~ ·oc :.•e =-e-1:ec·;;etl. to··the ·Ec on omic and Social 

Council. 'rhe re!!.la::.1d.:l(; .:.;bi:r.teen ::;eat.s w.ere toe;> f.ew to .allow of sufficient 

represon~o.t1on of ot1:le1· M0:-.J"!:)ero of tho United Ilations, the n umber of whic h, 

f -i:.rthermor e, had incre~,.eed. s:!.nc e t 'tF:: ,=::i.0n1.ne; of the Cha_r ter . . They urge q. 

, __ that the i ni::r-ea se woulc. :rernlor. tr.-.e T,;·01 .'.-: .of the Council more renresentative . . - • 

of t-he views of all -~be . .Mer.ioe:,;:s :of tr:e. Unitcrl !rations, a nd would _enable more 

of the 64?.llE;.i.' c o,~nt:ries wi10se cconom:!.c a.'1d soc i al needs wer e greatest , and 

whose pote:1t:ial co.-~tr ibuti on to ~he_ :Counci l were i mportant , to :;;,articipate 

in i ts wc;,1·~; a11:d -yo·.1ld Ll both w~1,:·q ~ender the woi•k of the Council more 

efficient ~nQ. more .acce?table to t~e ~Tn1tedJ:1Tations as a whole. . . . t 

It wao :f"4rther e.:-gued thnt the :l.: -.ter est i n a:ri.d support fox the .Unit ed 

Nations :wl:.ich would be fostered 1?y-me:..1b e:r:shi :;;> ·o~ the Council would be , 

_secured in a larg9:-: n-.un"::>er o:f'._ .ccuntr i es . 

Refere~ce was n.lso rr::;:.c.o. t o th~ f act that the Bruce Committee of the . ,. 

Leasue of Nations l" . .:i.c., .1n_J939, rcco'1illlen\led a Centra l .Co:mmittee on Econ omic 

and Soc ial Q.uesti ons composed o:(' .. twenty- f our :u:,emb.9~~ . 

6 . Agai ns t the aiopti0n of the Arg01rtine proposal, ~t was a rgue d that the 

present number . of eig?teen s?g,-:-.s i ·:) ,:;)-;e Council enabled the main region s of 

the world end .the IO'.l.1n ~c 0~~c~ic_.. 1n d. src ia.J. sy-ste'lls, including those of 

countries e.t _.diff'?.!'e ~rt :.:t8:ges of c:.evc·,.oi;:nent , t o be adequately r epre_s ented. 

A larger nU!ll.1:>or woul~ :10t ;.:3~ens::~:L!.~· rosult i n an increase in ef'fic~~ncy, 

but would be li.lcely to slow de~·':~ ·c.h6 ,:.roJ.'1:' of.' the Cou,,cil. Whil~ the 

i nterest . and euppo1:t of the I-~m.1be·~~ o:: t he Uni t ed Nat ions as a whol~ was 

essential f or t~.e _pro~er fu..:1.ction.i.:::p; . .-::· .the Council , t his was to .be secured 

in other ways : reference vas m-.:1".'i.e to !)8.r tici:pation i n subsidiary bod~e s and 

to tlle resolution p?:"e':ionsl y r,a seef. 'bi .:he COI1'.:ni ttee on this subJect,, * and 

t o Article 69 of the Cho.rtel:' coc1.t·e:;.•r i ng a right of participation on all 

Member s of the U!li -ted :r-... a ·::.ion:.; L1 ~z·oceedings of the Council. of. particular 

concern. to then. 
. ._ 

The muribcr of Iile:-:ib3r s of t he Council had been . carefully 

/con ~idored. 

* See r esoluti on B :.n doc1.1.::ner.t .A/7:..J . 
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considered at San Francisco from t :1e ::_:ioints of -r.tff•! both of the efficiency 

an'd the ;~pre;~~tativ~· character of t he Counc:ii, and had no specific 

relation to the number of the Members of the uni'to·l ~ati ons; : neither the · 
. .. . . ,. 

change, nor the confe:::-eu'6e to corieiclo:r n eri.,,:1_:s ,;:z..,i-~.- in · the resolution, was 

justified at the present' jiizi6ture. : · • 
7. Procedural considerJt,J.◊-ifs ( '·.-Dt-:r'±1ig the c:.Jcus3ion ':in t he Joint ~econd 

and Third Committee, a n®ber of mer.Lbet"s ex}?ressed. ·their views on the 

procedure propqsed in the Ar3enti:::w ·i :caf.t _r,~;:,oJ.ut ::.oTJ., i.e . . the convening of 

a general conference under Article 109 of .. t ::w Ur.a rter. The Argentine . . . . ' • ' . . ; -, ~. . 

representative suggested that sw:h a. confetenr::e c c•.:i.ld be call ed immediately 

after the close of a regular sessj_on of the G~nc,:ca l Assembly and that 

therefore extra- cost coi..1.Ll-:be . elitu.nat ed. 

The view was expressed. that sn:.:h . a con:t'erenr::3 could not be limited 
•. • ! • ~ • • 

' to a single •item; and 0.l &o that ::_t _c)ould not b t:J oound in advance to 

acceptance or rejection o:: a spec.·1_,iic . propoeg,)_ 2 .. \ :1_ anvisaged. in the ~gentine 

draft resolut~on. 

The view was also expres~0~ that the ~i.7.p:;t.e r r .ocedure .. of Article 108, 

providing for amendment t o .the. Ch£.rte:: by a yo·:;-3 of tv:o- thirds of the '· ... . , 
Members of the. Ge~ere-1 Assembly an1 rn.tific:~t~.Q:.,., _in accordanc.e with their 

• • .1. • ' •. • 

constitutional procedures; by t,rn- third:.;; cf the Members of- the United 

Nations would be preferable in the c E.se of specif:i.c aillendment s such as 

that suggested in the Argentine draft r esolution. 

In view, however, of the introdu~tion by t he representative of Peru of 

a revised resolution_, whic~1 was later adopted, the Committee did not make 

any formal expression of Yiew en the procedur:i.l iss~rna raised. 

8. There was general agreement on tb·3 impo:>:'tc.nce of securing the best 

working conditions for the Council and. cf gi,-:~ng full c onsideration to aJ.l 

proposals put forward to that end. A dra f t res olution 1-ras accordingly 

introduced by the representative cf Peru, to ths e:.:foct that the General 

Assembly noted with interest the concern s:wm ':)y certain delegations for 

improving the working conditions of the ~corc:::.iic a:nl Social Council and 

for associating with the Council 1 8 ac t :J.7i tie& ~:ie largest number of members 

compatible with its effi ~iency, ar.d r eco:mr:.enci.e ci. t nat Member s should consider 

this problem, taking into account ".;he discus:.don.1 at the second and third 

regular sessions of the General Assembly , and ccmrnmicate their suggestions 

to the Secretary-General. See ing that the probl en was regarded not as a 

specific but as a general one, thif: draft r es olution was generally supported 

in the Committee, though one member pointed 0 t1~; tha t it might lead to 

automatic repetition of the same :J 1;:bate in t,i:w ·?ut1.J.re. 

dd /The Peruvian 
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The Peruvian representative accepted dl'afting amendments proposed by. 

the Belgian representative . 

9 . The Joint Second and Third Committ~e, by 41 votes in favour. .-to l against, 

with 1 abstention, ad.opted the following resolution and decided .to 

recommend it for· ado:p.t ion by the General Assembly : ·. •. . ......... . . 

dd 

PARTICIPATION OF MEMBER STATES IN THE WORK OF THE 
ECONOMIC Am> sec IAL O OUNC IL 

'IEE GE:NERAL .ASSEMBLY 

TAKES NOTE of the interest shown by certain delegati~ns in 

improving the work of. the_ Economic and Social Council and in 

associa~ing with the Council's activities the largest number of 

members compatible with the efficacy thereof; 

RECOMMENDS that Members of the Uni ted Nations should consider 

this :problem, taking into account the discussions held during the 

second and tbird regular sessions of the General Assembly and 

,communicate their suggestions to the Secretary-General. 




