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1.  On 24 ep%ember l9h8 the Generel Assembly decided to include in its
agenda the following item-" "Increase to twenty-four of the numbsr of Member
States- repreeented in the Ecenemic and Social Council: item.propoeed by
Argentina".
2. This question proposed by Argentina, had aleo been included in the
agenda of the second regular eeeeion of the Gsperel Aesembly. It was
referred at that “time to the Jbint Second and Third Committee, which
considered it at its meetings held. on 23 and 25 October 1947. After an :
extensive dieeuaelon, Argentine withdrew its resolution on the understanding
that 1t reserved its right to 1ntrcduce the matter at the following session
of the General Aseembly.- The Cummittee then agreed not to take any further
-action on the proposal and recemmended thet no further action be taken by
the General Assembly ( (A/448), ' The Generel Aseembly approved thet course
at 1ts 115th meeting. | _ o o |
3. The Geneﬁel Assembiy, aﬁ-ﬁhe present seesioﬂ, again decided to refer
the item to the Joint Second and Third Committee which discussed it at its
'thntieth thirty-i‘irst tmrty -second and thirty-third meetings on 19, 20
21 and 23 October 1948 .
4L, The Joint yecond ard Third Cammittee had before it a letter to the
eecretary-General frum.*he Argentlne Ambassador to the United Nations
(A/586) and draft resolutione proposed by Argentina (A/C 2&3/Th and Peru
(afc. 2&3/76)

The operative part of the Argentine resolution provided that a
genegel confe;enge of the Membere of the United Nations should be convened
in accordance Wiﬁh.ﬁrticle 109 of the Charter for the purpose of reViewing
Arbicie 61, Chapter X of the'dnertef;.felating to the composition of the

Fconomic and Jocial Council, and increasing the number of 1ts members to
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' twenty-four.
o The supporters of the Argertine resoluticn urged that since the work
of the Econcmic and Social Councll was of the highest importence, as well &S
of great diversity and complexity, its membership should be more dbroadly
based, so as to provice fully sdequate geographical distribution. While
the Charter contained no provision o1 peri-anen® seats on the Council, it
could be assumed that the five States wnich were permanent members of the
Security Council wouwld-coiiéin -".e'-t'-c-‘oe ~e-elected to -the Economlc and Social
Council. The remalidng thirteen seats were too few to allow of sufficient
representation of other Menbers of the Urnited llations, the number of which,
furthermore, had incrvecsed since the siznlng of the Charter.,  They urged
. that the increase woull render the wors of the Council more representatlve
of the views of all “he.Members:of the United Mations, and would enable more
of the emmller countrles vwicse cconomic and soeial needs were greatest, and
whose poteatial comtribution to the-Council were impeortant, to participate
in its workx; and wonld ina both wea:'s render the work of the Council more
efficient and more acceptable to the 'mited Nations as a whole.- ity
It was further axgued that the Irterest in snd support for the United
Nations which would be fostered by.membership-of the Council wculd be .
secured 1n a largse» numder ol .ccuntries '
Reference was also made to the fact that the Bruce Commlttee of ‘bha
League of Natioms Lal, in 1939, recommenied a Central Comittee on Economic
and Scocial Questions composed of twenty-four members. :
6. Against the adoptioa of the Argontine proposal, it was argued that the
present number.of eighieen szans in the Council enabled the main regions of
the world end .the mnin ecouctic.and scciel systems, including those of
countries &t diffsreat stages of aevclorment, to bs adequatély represented.
A larger numbor would not nacesserily result in an increase in efficiency,
but would be likely to slow dcowvir the work of the Couucil. While the _
interest and support of the Il%rnberss o the United Nations as a whole was
essential for the proper functloring I the Council, this was to be secured
in other ways: wreference was mafe 1o participation in subsidiary bodies and
to the resolution previounsly rasser. by the Cammittee on thils subject,* and
to Article 69 of the Charter coafexring a right of participeation on all
Members of the United Mationu ia nroceedings of the Council of ?art.icula.r
concern to them., The mumber of menbers of the Council had been carefully
/consldered

* See regolution B in documernt Af711.
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considered at San Francisco frcm tae voints of vier both of the efficiency
and the represent&t1ve character of the COHDCLL and had no sgpecific
relation to the number of the Members of the United Rations; ‘nelfher the
change nor the conferenne'uo ooncluur it enr~eq~c‘ in the resolutioﬁ, Wk
Justified at the present Jvncture : S TR )

7. Procedural consideratiors: 'Dtring'the ¢iscussion in the Joint Second

and Third Committee, a nuwber of menbevrs exvressed their views on the
Procedure propcsed in the Argentine araft ;Q;olution, i.e. the convening of
a general conference vnder Artiele 109 of the Unarﬁé;{ : The Argentine
representative suggested that such a conference cbuld be called immediately
after the close of a regular session of the Ganorgi,Assembly énd that
therefore extra cost could be elininated, -

The view was expressed that such a contfereunse could net be limited
to a single item; and slso that it could not be bound in advanoe to
acceptance or rejection of a speciiic. proposali os anv:Lsaged in the Argentine
draft resolution. : . _

The view was also expresscc that the simple procedure of Article 108,
Providing for amendment to the Cherter by a voibe of two—thirdslof the
Members of the Generel Assembly and ratificat;‘o‘%A in accordance with their
constitutional procedures, by two-thirds cf the Msmbers of the United
Nations would be preferable in the case of specific amsndments such as
that suggested in the Argentine draft resolution.

In view, however, of the introduction by the representative of Peru of
a revised resolution, which was later adopted, the Committee did not make
any formal expression of view cn the procedurzl issues raised,

8. There was general agreement on thz importaence of securing the best
working conditions for the Council and ¢f giving full consideration to all
proposals put forward to that end. A draft resolution was accordingly
introduced by the representative of Peru, to the effect that the General
Assembly noted with interest the concern shown by certain delegations for
improving the working conditions of the Zcorcmic anl Social Council and

for associating with the Council's activities the largest number of members
compatible with its effiziency, and recomsnded that Members should consider
this problem, taking into account the discuscions at the second and third
regular sessions of the General Assembly, and commnicate their suggestions
to the Secretary-General. Seeing that the problen was regarded not as a
specificlbut as a general one, this draft resolution was generally supported
in the Committee, though one member pointed ou% that 1t might lead to

auntomatic repetition of the same 3Iebate in tha ~uture.
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The Peruvien representative accepted drafting amondments proposed by
the Belgian representative,

9. The Joint Second and Third Committée, by 41 votes in favour to 1 against,

with 1 abstentlon, édopted the following resolution and decided to
recommend it for adoption by the General Asgemblys -

PARTICI?ATION OF MEMBER STATES IN THE WORK CF THE
ECoNoMIC AND SOCIAL GOUNCIL

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY )
TAKES NOTE of the interest shown by ceitain delegatibns in

improving the work of the Economic ana Sccial Council and in

- assoclating with the Council's activities the larges£“number of
members compatible with the officacy thereof; -
. RECOMMENDS that Members of the United Nations should consider
this problem, taking into account the discussions held durlng the
gecond and third regular sessions of the General Assembly and

communicate their suggestions to the Secretary-General.

-
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