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J.. The General Assembly, on 20 tfovember 1947, adopted resolution 158(II) , 

directi-ng the Secretary--G-eneral to kke all° steps ' necessary to 'ensure that 
' -the .United Nations could proceed with negotiations in progress for obtaining 

. . . 
the wave -lengths (frequenci? q) , call-signs, rights and privilege~ n~cessary 

for the operation of a United Nations telecommunications system, and to 

report and submit appropriate recommendations to the General Assembly at its 

third .regular session. In accordance with these instructions, . the 

Secretary-General , on 11 October 1948, presented a report (A/676) informing 

•• the Generai Assembl y that ali initial technical a.nd administrative ·measures 

had been taken to obtain allocations of wave-lengths for the United Nations , 

and urging that the General Assembly should, at its :pres:nt session , give 

approval in principle to the general plan for a United Nations 

telecommunica t-ions system as outlined in document A/ 335, . though without , at 

this time, a special appropriation of funds for the implementation of t he 

• plan or any portion t hereof . Particular stress was le.id by the Secretary­

General on the necessity of the United Nations having a technical plan upon 

which to base i ts case for an allocation of freg_·uencies, this, in turn 

·constituting an essential prerequisite for the establishment of ite own 

radio broadcasting facilities and _the overcoming of the present complete 
. . 

dependence of the United Nations on the generoeity of certain Member States . 

The Secretary-General accordingly presented f or the consideration of the 

General Assembly a draft rasolution embodying all the action which he 

believed· it was nece .ssary to take et t'.his ··time with6ut· a s:pecial appropriation 

of funds. 

2 . In a.ccordance wit~ instructions given by the Genernl Assembly at its 

154th meeting, held on 24 September 1948, the Fifth Committee, at its 

150th and 151st meetings, examined the Secretar y-General's report and 

recommendations, 
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3 , . It was the consep.s.\l~ ·~r o~tpion of the Fifth Commit:t·ee. th~t r . in . • 

prin~iple, the Unit~d Natt·o~s·,-should have its own radio fac111ties and the: 
• •• • ~ ,· ·, ' • , 1 ,' ,,/t _ •, • : • 0 

• • • • • • • ' • ••• • 

'tb-1..s end the represent·ati.ves of .the United. Nations sh<;>uid be in a posit1 on 

,:0 .negotiate successfully at the T-eleoonununications ·Confe;encE? at ·Me:x:ico C: 

·':'hich would decide the allocation of frequencies . The majority of the 

• Cc~i ttee, however, was equally concerned that the General Assembly should 

not, at this time, cornmi t 1 tself , dire ct.ly or indi rect ly, to the a~?:ption 

of any specific plan.having important f'inancial implications . rt· wes 

therefore the !:!ense .of the . (l.ornmittee that a:ny re~oJ.,ution adopted should . .. . . .. . . 
be primarily for the purpose of authorizing the Secretary-General to 

negotiate for f'req~~~Pt~l? . witllout ... committ.irig the United Nations to any 

financial obligation, leaving open fort~~, time being any decision ae to . . . . . • . . . . .... 
the scope and nature of the plan which might eventu~lly be adopted , In 

the · light of these general considerations, ~endments to the draft_ 

resolution presented __ by the _Secretary-General; . were .proposed by thE:!- :delegat!c 

of France, the United _St~tes of America .and the Uniqn cf .Sovie~ S9qialiat 
. . ·. ' . . -~ . . ' . . ' . , . 
Republic? . . • Accordingly, at ~ho 150th meeting of the Commi t.te.e , the . . ·. . : . . . 
Chairman suggeste~_that these threG delega~ions should con~ult _tosether 

vi th • a view to the aubmiaato~ of' ___ an agreed Jo~nt text . Such a text was 
· .. • .. ·. 

presented to the Fifth Committeo at its 151st meeting and wa? _approved . . . . . . .- . 

by 28 .votes in favour to 1 agair.st, ·~ith no abstent ions . 
: . . • . . . . . • . : .. ~ ' .. 

4·, The ,Fifth Commit~ee, the~e~ore_, decided to recommend to the General 

As sembly the adoption of the f'.ollowing resolu•tion : 

dd 

UNITED NATIONS TE_LECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY . -· 
APPROVES in principle the establishment of a Uni tact.Nations .... · . .. 

telecommunications system; 
.- .. , . . 

REAFFIBMS the United Nat ions :position as an __ ol)erating agency in 

the field of. international teleconur..un_ications end calls up.on all 

_Member Gov~rnments to support at all interna~ional telecommunications 
. . ! 
conferences the reg_ui!ements q~ the Un it_ed_.Natione for frequencies and I 
services envisaged 1n the re.port of the Advisory Committee on :United 
Nat ions Telecommuni.ca ti ons ('A/ 335); • C. ' • • • 

AUTHORIZES the Secretary-General. to present to the General . . . . . . 
Assembly at _its regular session of 1950 such recommendations a~ he 

d~ems ne_cessary to establish a United. Nations telecommunications 

system, 




