United Nations Nations Untes pesmroms

GENERAL -~ ASSEMBLEE & 'fosemver 1ote
ASSEMBLY = GENERALE  ormmuc: awussa

Dual Distribution

—— — — — — — f— —

-

"Third session
UNITED NATIONS TELECOMMUNTICATIONS SYSTEM

Report of the Fifth Ccmmittee

Rapporteur: Mr. O,P. Machado (Brazil)

l. The General Assembly, on 20 November 1947, adoptéd resolution 158(II),
* directing the Secretary-General to take all'stepé'necsasary to'ensufs that
the United Netions could proceed with negotiations in progress for obtaining
the wave-lengths (frequeﬁciaq), call-signs, rights and priv;lege$ necessary
for the operation of & United Nations telecommunications system, and to
report and submit appropriate recommendations to the General Aésembly at its
"~ third regular session. In accordance with these instructions, the
Sscretary-General, on 11 October 1948, preconted a report (A/676) informing
- the General Assembly that 2ll initial technical and administrative'maasures
had been taken to obtain allocations of wave- lengths for the United Nations,
and urging that the General Assembly should, at its present session, give
approval in principle to the general plan for a United Natioms
telecommunications system as outlined in document A/335, though without, at
this time, a special appropriation of funds for the implementation of the
‘plan or any portion thereof. Particular stress wes leid by the Secretary-
General on the necessity of the United Nations having a technical plan upon
“which to base its cass for an allocaticn of freqﬁenciés this, in turn
5constituting an essential prerequisite for the establishment of its own
radio bro&dcasting facilities and the overcoming of the present complete
dependence of the United Nations on the generoslty of certazin Member States.,
The Secretary-General accordingly présentad for the consideration of the
General.Assembly a draft resolution embodying all tha action.which he
believed it was necessary to teke at this time without a Bpecial appropriation
of Tunds.

2. In accordance with instructions given by the General Assembly at its
15%th meeting, held on 24 September 1948, the Fifth Committee, at its

150th and 151st meetings, ex&mined the Secretary-Gensral's repcrt and
recommendations,
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T Tt was the consensus of optmon of the Fifth Gommittee that y in .
principle, the United I\Ta.tions should heve iftis own radio facilitles and the
'Lh‘s end the representatives of the United Nations should ba in a position
~0 negatiete successfully at the Telecomnunicetions Conference et Mexico c:
vhich would decide the allocation of frequencies, The majority of the
.-.-cmmittee however, was equally concerned that the General Assembly should
nct, at thls time, commit itself, directly or indirectly, to the adoption
of any specific plan having important financiel implications. it_" wes
therefore the sense of the Committee that any resolution ﬁdopteé. should
be primarily for the purpose of authorizing the Secretery-General to
negotiate for frequencies without commitiing the United Nations to any
financial obligation, leaving open for the time being any decision as to
the scope and nature of the plﬁn_which migﬁt eventuelly be adopted, In
the light of these general considerations, amendments to the draft
resolution prasenteél by the Secretary-Generé.l were propcsed by the .delegetic
of France, the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republies. Accordingly, &t tho 150th meeting of the Committee, the
Chairman suggested that these “three delegations-should consult togethexr
with a view to tne submlasion of‘an agresd Jjoint text Such a text was
preaented to the Firfth Oommittor* at its 151st meeting and was approved
by ?8 votes in favour to 1 against W‘th no abstentions.
4,  The Fif+h Comnittee, r.harefore decided to recommend to the General
Asaembly the adoption of the :f‘ollowing resolutlon:
- UNITED NATIONS TELECOMMUNICATIOHS SYSTEM
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
APPROVES in principle the establishment of a United Nations
telecommunications system; _ ;-
' PJEAFFIHMS the United Nations ;pos:ttion as an opera.bing agency in
the field of :Lvlternational telecommunications and calls upon all
Member Governmente to support at ell mt_ernationa.l telecommunications ,
conferences the requirements of the United Nationes for frequencles and |
services envisaged 1n the report of the Adviaor'y Committee on United
' Nations Telecommunicaticns (A/335);
AUTHORIZED the Secretaz'y-aenaral to present to the General
ﬂssembly at its regular session of 1950 such recommendetions es he
deems necessary to establish a United Nations telecommunicetions

gystem,
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